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From the Editor Festive spirit
got tills ringing

By Viv Robins
ell, winter seems finally to
have struck as I write this in
my Fagin-esque mittens in
an 18th century cottage which sadly is a
stranger to the joys of central heating.
But despite the plunging temperatures
village life, it seems, goes on apace –
the Shop had a bumper Christmas, the
Newsletter dinner was held to be the
best yet and both the old and new
churches have been getting something
of a make-over.
Individual residents too have made
their mark: congratulations to Mary
Dovey for being recognised in the
New Year’s honours and to Elizabeth
Stacey who retires from public life
after 20 years as a Parish Councillor.
Very sadly I have to report the death
of another well-known local figure,
Giles Knowles, who died suddenly last
month. Giles was a man of many parts,
most of them in and around The Lee –
as well as being a founder member of
the Parish Shop Committee he was a
Parish Councillor and of course a
frequent contributor to this Newsletter.
The Editor of the March edition will
be Peter Archer. Please send material to
him by 12th February, preferably by email
at theleeneewsletter@googlemail.com or
hard copy to Mulberry Cottage,
Blackthorne Lane, Ballinger.
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Sales & Lettings
64 High Street Great Missenden
Buckinghamshire HP16 0AN
Tel: 01494 890990
email: info@jeremyswan.co.uk
www.jeremyswan.co.uk

By Symeon Economou
hristmas Eve at the Shop was a
truly rewarding experience in
more ways than one. For those
of you who were not there we took
over the Parish Hall, where we
processed 55 orders for bread, turkeys,
meat, vegetables, flowers and cakes.
We fulfilled every order and every
customer I have spoken to since was
delighted. Our thanks to our main
suppliers – Kings of Wendover,
Darvells of Chesham, Peterley Manor
Farm of Little Kingshill, Daisy’s
Florist of Prestwood and Rachel’s
Sweet Kitchen of Downley.
The Shop itself was literally
buzzing all morning, assisted perhaps
by the mulled wine and a host of
volunteers working tirelessly to bring
it all together.
Of course our main thanks goes to
our customers. Turn-over for the day
was a record at over £3,000 but, more
than that, the whole day was thoroughly
enjoyable and the embodiment of the
real community festive spirit.
Learning from this very positive
experience we intend to try further
promotional events – albeit perhaps on
a more modest scale – in an attempt to
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maintain a steadier level of sales since,
in common with many food retailers,
we have seen a year-on-year slide in
revenue over the past three years. In
our case the slide is mercifully small
but we must make every effort to nip it
in the bud.
In general we do know that some of
the products we offer are slightly more
expensive than the larger retailers. We
do however have many items which are
sold at the same, and in some cases
lower, prices than the nearest stores in
Great Missenden and Chesham and of
course items such as stamps, newspapers
and any price-marked items can only be
sold at their set retail price.
So, especially if you are new to the
area, please seek us out and let us show
you what a great resource the Shop is for
The Lee, Lee Common and the
surrounding villages.

Play like your heroes:
rock, blues, slide and folk

Electric guitar and bass, plus
acoustic guitar:
lessons in your own home
Introductory lesson free:
teenage, mature or senior
No need to read music, we use
tablature – much simpler!

Call Marcus on
01494 837392 or 07841 670174

Your Letters
To the Editor:
I wish I deserved Reina Free’s
fulsome tribute to my “bravery”
during the Second World War (“We
will never forget”, December
Newsletter)... but I don’t.
It is true that I was of some use as
Adjutant of No. 213 Squadron RAF,
and received a Mention in Despatches
for my services; but we operated from
improvised air strips well behind the
front lines in Egypt, Italy and
Yugoslavia, and I never heard a shot
fired in anger.
I didn’t however escape entirely
unscathed. Once when I was tending the
fire in the Operations Room of No. 1
Group Bomber Command a red hot
cinder flew out and raised quite a
nasty blister on my left hand.
If I’d been in the American Air Force
I’d have got a Purple Heart for that.
Leslie Robins
Lee Common
To the Editor:
The Chiltern Society have installed a
galvanised metal gate on the Chiltern
Way at the entrance to the arable fields
on the west boundary of Kingsgate
Farm. They have replaced the wooden
stile and walk-through access. Which
is more NATURAL?
Who decides where the metal gates
are put? According to The Chiltern
Society website Bucks CC Rights of
Way department make this decision.
Why were the local residents not
consulted about the need and
suitability for a new gate? Do the
Parish Council know? If so, why
weren’t the local residents consulted?

Why did The Chiltern Society not put
in a more natural wooden gate with
galvanised furniture? There was no
consultation.
Thank you for the gate, Chiltern
Society (dedicated to the late Dr Peter
Dovey), but there must be far more
deserving cases than this one. There
are many stiles on the Chiltern Way
which are very difficult for an ablebodied person (and dog) to use e.g.
stiles between Kings Lane and
Durha m F a rm. I f there w as
consultation (possibly through the
Parish Council) then we could have
more suitable gates at the necessary
points on these lovely walks!
Peter Jordan
Lee Gate
(See page 19 for details of the installation
of the gate in Dr Dovey’s memory: Ed)
To the Editor:
With HS2 looking increasingly likely I
thought that it was important to have
an aerial photographic record of the
countryside as it is before any work
begins. I thought your readers might
be interested to see my work so far
with ‘drone photography’ at my
website www.hs2athp16.org.
I’m learning as I go, particularly
about flying and photography at the
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An extract from Peter’s impressive aerial photographic record

same time. I’m happier with later
footage, particularly that in HD, and
hope that the quality of camera work
will continue to improve.
If it proves practical then a record
during construction will also be added
in due course.

If you have any comments or
suggestions, or would like to receive
my occasional emails about updates,
feel free to email me at
hs2athp16@gmail.com.
Peter Osborn
The Lee

Giles
Knowles
1946 2015
By The Editor
o describe Giles as a colourful
character is no less than the
literal truth – when I first met
him I seem to remember he was
wearing shocking pink trousers and
emerald green shoes (or was it the
other way round?).
I was Parish Clerk and he was a
Parish Councillor who enlivened many
a meeting with his plain speaking – I
soon found out he didn’t suffer fools
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gladly but to those he liked he was
invariably attentive and kind.
Along with the teaching that he
loved he also found time to help set up
the Parish Shop and also of course to
supply the Newsletter with occasional
articles under the self-deprecating title
of “Ramblings of a Rural Dilettante”. In
those he showed his love of nature and
the Chilterns countryside – but he also
travelled much further afield, which
was the spur for some fascinating
reports from places as far-flung as the
Amazon jungle and the Antarctic.
Giles’ funeral was taking place on
26th January and we hope to run a fuller
tribute to him next month from
Catherine Lloyd, his long-time family
friend and former neighbour in The Lee.
If anyone would like to make a
donation in his memory his family have
suggested the Berks, Bucks and
Oxfordshire Wildlife Trust, of which
Giles was a life-long supporter.

Time to clean
for the Queen
By Pat Chinnery
o celebrate the Queen's 90th
Birthday on the 21st April this
year there is going to be a litter
blitz during the months of January
through to March. It is hoped that
local groups will take part all over the
country. It is certainly needed!
Our annual village morning of
litter clearance will be on Sunday 13th
March, or for those who can’t make it
at another time convenient to them. As
usual those willing to help please ring
either me on 837 564 or Ann Ash on
837 550.

T

How well do
you know the
Parish?
Where was this picture taken?

Answer on page 15.

Service with a personal touch
Hand picked designer frames
Contact Lens Specialist
Retinal Scanning
Family Friendly
Feel free to walk in at any time
(our late night opening is on
Wednesdays) or contact us at:
Chiltern Opticians Ltd.
75 High Street Great Missenden
Bucks HP16 0AL
01494 868496
info@chilternopticians.com
www.chilternopticians.com
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End of an era
By Cllr John Ford
Chairman, The Lee Parish Council
he meeting of the Parish
Council in November 2015
witnessed a significant change
of guard as Councillor Elizabeth
Stacey announced her retirement.
Elizabeth had been a parish councillor
since November 1995, following the
sad death of her husband Andrew that
year. Andrew had been Chairman of
the Parish Council and was
responsible for the building of the
ever-popular fort in the playground.
As a parish councillor Elizabeth
was a steadfast guardian of this and
many other aspects of the fabric of life
in The Lee. She was a valued expert in
planning matters and very
knowledgeable about all aspects of
local government having also been a
district councillor for many years.
We are all very grateful for the
great contribution Elizabeth has made
to the civic life of the village and the
district. A presentation was made to
her at the Parish Council meeting on
19th January.
Two new members were co-opted
on to the Parish council in December,
Ruth Fowler of Swan Bottom and
Colin Little of Furzefield Lane. Ruth
and Colin have both lived in the area
for many years and we welcome them
onto the Parish Council and look
forward to working with them.
The Parish Council was very
impressed with the many expressions
of interest shown in the vacancies and
in the end we had four excellent
candidates.

Oxford Street Allotments
There is one allotment available to
rent. If anyone is interested please get
in touch with me at
theleeparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk.
Both entrance gates have now been
repaired and we hope that this will
enable users of the area to gain access
more conveniently.
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Playground

Stop Press
The resignation of Jo Jordan from
her role as Clerk was also announced
at the January meeting and the Parish
Council is now advertising for a new
Clerk, ideally to start in March.
Further details are available on The
Lee Forum or can be obtained by
emailing: john.ford35@btinternet.com

The surround to the tunnel at the
playground has also been repaired and
we hope the children can now use it
safely. It would be helpful if you
would inform me or one of the
Councillors if you notice any safety
problems while using the playground
facilities.
The Parish Council wish everyone
a very happy and prosperous 2016.

The Newsletter
dinner

The Dog House
DOG GROOMING PARLOUR
All dogs large and small

Other Parish
Council News

Contact Lynda on 01494 867149
lyn1st@aol.com
City and Guilds qualified.
Fully insured.

By Jo Jordan, PC Clerk

Planning
The following planning applications
have been decided by Chiltern DC:
• 2015/1564 – Land at Timberley
Lane – application withdrawn
• 2015/1959 – Haybarn, Swan Lane –
glazed link extension – approved
• 2015/2023 – North Acre, Swan
Bottom – rear extension –
Permission refused.

Much to his apparent surprise, Barnaby
Usborne receives the 2015 Newsletter Award at
the annual dinner from Colin Sully

Vroula and Tony Brignull,:
Tony spoke eloquently at the annual Newsletter
dinner about the important lessons to be drawn
from the life of Susan Cowdy, daughter of Ivor
Stewart-Liberty, who devoted so much of her life
to preserving all that is best in The Lee and the
surrounding countryside.
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Mystery of the
three-legged
muntjac

Church wall
paintings back
to former glory

By Philip Harrison
itting out on the patio on a balmy
summer’s evening the air was
suddenly rent asunder with the
screaming sound of an animal in distress.
A dash across the garden saw a muntjac’s
hindquarters in the jaws of a dog off its
walker’s leash. Intervention (shouting
and screaming) meant all’s well that
ended well as the muntjac dashed away
having fought off its attacker, ably aided
by some humans - us!
Imagine the surprise when, the
following summer, we saw a muntjac
hobbling across the garden with the
lower part of its left hind leg missing.
Had the dog been ‘successful’ and bitten
off the leg, had it met a hungry fox, been
hit by speeding loonies that populate the
lanes or was it caught in a poacher’s trap
during the winter?
The animal, a female muntjac, did
not appear to be distressed and more
than coped as it walked, hobbled and
hopped across the lawn.
Over the following weeks it became
a familiar sight in the garden and soon
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earned the nickname of ‘Lurch’. More
muntjac appeared from the spinney in
our garden and the next thing you know
was she was pregnant. Well I suppose a
three-legged muntjac has little or no
chance of escaping the amorous
attentions of a buck in rut.
It wasn’t long before a new-born
healthy male muntjac appeared and the
poor female was pregnant again – no the
new-born wasn’t the father!
This time she gave birth and her
offspring was a female with the same
rear leg deformity. Now we had ‘Lurch’
and ‘Limp’ wandering around the
garden. Subsequent mating has
produced this genetic modification in the
females we have in the garden. They
range far and wide around Lee
Common; children have a number of
nicknames for them and they are a
source of great wonder as they survive
the wild.
The deformity only appears in the
females; it does not seem to be related to
the same father or mother yet persists
through the family line. Anyone know
more or have an explanation?

By John Glanfield
n 1984, when real winter saw
Margaret and I skiing around The
Lee, the conservator Ann
Ballantyne worked in the bitter cold
(no heating) for many days to bring to
life that array of wall paintings in the
Old Church; an array dating back to
1220 when the consecration of the
Church was marked with a cross.
After 32 years it was time to ask
her back. With her conservator son
Oliver (see picture) she worked for a
week in January, making-good weak
areas using lime mortar and filling in
cracks in the plaster-finished wall
using lime wash. This is the best telltale procedure, thus monitoring any
uneven movement in the fabric.
At the same time Richard Ward, the
son of a former architect colleague of
mine, was repairing stonework of the east
jamb of the Cromwell window. Corrosion
of the copper stay bars is the problem.
We were reminded by our vastly
experienced conservator Ann to observe
“No dusting” on the wall paintings – not
even with a feather. Cobwebs are in order!

MARTIN THE MILKMAN
Doorstep delivery of fresh
milk, dairy produce, bread,
eggs, fruit juices and more.
To place an order call
01442 833944
PHONES MANNED 4 PM – 6 PM
ANSWERPHONE AT OTHER TIMES

It has been an invaluable visit,
bringing to light the importance of
preserving our treasured building.
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Mary Dovey
B.E.M.

Congratulations to Lee resident
Mary Dovey, who received the British
Empire Medal in the New Year’s
honours list for services to heritage.
Mary moved into the Parish with
her late husband Dr Peter Dovey in
2008 and for the past 27 years has
worked as a volunteer at Hughenden
Manor near High Wycombe.
In these pages she explains the
nature of her work:

Mike Lake
Friendly & Local

Painter & Decorator
For that professional touch
Interior & Exterior
Also Property Maintenance
For a free quotation please call:
01494 866873 / 07723 017005
mikelake42@talktalk.net

A

s a volunteer with the
National Trust I am a tour
guide and room steward and
also work in the library on the
conservation of the books.
Hughenden Manor is a lovely place
to work with history oozing from every
nook and cranny. It was the home of
Benjamin Disraeli, the most unlikely
Victorian Prime Minister, and during
WW2 was requisitioned by the Air
Ministry for the drawing of the maps
used in the bombing raids over
Germany and the occupied territories.
There is a wonderful library of
over 4,000 volumes, some dating back
to the 15th century. Sadly in March
2015 the library suffered badly from
water damage. We are still working on
the worst-affected books. They had
been put immediately in the freezer, to
contain the damage, and are now being
put weekly into a vacuum-sealing
machine called an archipress to extract
the moisture.
I get great satisfaction from
volunteering and feel honoured to
receive an award for something I love
doing.

Let’s use HS2
to create a
modern wonder
of the world
By Diana Taylor
eading about the wonders of
the ancient world leaves one
in awe. The great stairway of
the temple at Ur is nearly 70 feet high.
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The temple of Amun at Jebel Barkal
grew to be nearly 500 feet long. The
four colossal seated statues at the
temple of Abu Simbel are 72 feet tall.
How did they do it, those thousands
of conscripted workers who, so long
ago, spent years dragging rocks and
cutting stone to create amazing sites?
What vision, what industry, what
feats of engineering, what beauty!
So come on all ye people of The
Lee. We’ve got talent! We’ve got
engineers and architects, landscapers,
builders and artists and soon, without
dragging rocks or cutting stone, we
will have a wonderful range of soil
(or is it spoil) with which to make our
mark. We have protested until we are
blue in the face but now is our chance
to do something different and that is
to design the Ziggurat of The
Chilterns.
Would it not be wonderful, if
rather than die as victims of City
Hall, we used our village ‘pile’ to
create a modern wonder of the world.
In years to come students of history
may research the actions of our
government and ask “WHY did they
do that?” Afterwards, they may
glance up to the beautiful, amazing
Ziggurat of The Chilterns and wonder
“HOW did they do that?”
Our pile will not be as long as the
Great Wall of China but it will be
MUCH longer than the Uffington
White Horse and it is well worth
doing something about it. Perhaps the
Newsletter will act as host to the
imagination, the innovation, the fun
and the positivity of suggestions from
those of us who want more than just
to feel that a dump is upon us.

Pippa Hart
Photography

Natural & Informal
Black &White
Portraits
01494 837340
www.pippahart.com

Cromar
Carpets Ltd
CARPETS, VINYL AND
WOOD FLOORING
SUPPLIED AND FITTED

9-11 STATION APPROACH
GREAT MISSENDEN
01494 862125
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A new
start
By Revd David
Burgess
hope your New Year is going
well. I don't know if resolutions
have featured in your thoughts
for the months ahead, or how you
handle the beginning of each year as
an individual, but I’d be pretty sure
that for each of us there’ll be markers
at least that we’re starting to set out
for the immediate future.
The church does this as well. As I
write, the church on the Sunday after
the Epiphany has just celebrated
Jesus’ baptism. The story describes a
new start in history and it’s a new
start in the life of a young man,
probably no older than his early
thirties, beginning his ministry. What
was the point of Jesus being
baptized? It’s a fair question which
elsewhere in the Gospels even John
the Baptist raises before he finally
agrees to perform the baptism.
I think there are four answers to
that question in this very brief
Gospel story. Jesus identifies with
us; he’s identified by his Heavenly
Father; he’s empowered by the
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Holy Spirit; and he’s sent out to fulfil
his mission.
And then there’s us. We’ll have
families in our community, families
within our congregations, maybe we
ourselves, who are experiencing other
beginnings – perhaps with a radical
overhaul of their lives. Some of these
challenges will be good and positive and
exciting, others will be far from that.
Where will God be in these
experiences for these people or for us?
Will we or they be able to look back at
their baptism, or the experience of
God at work in their lives through the
Holy Spirit? Will we or they be able to
identify with Jesus as fellow-children
of his heavenly Father and ours?
Jesus’ coming into the world helps
us to see God to be at work in
everything and in everyone’s lives.
God the creator hasn't left us alone.
He’s given us Jesus as saviour and the
one with whom we identify.
May our churches’ new starts, and
yours, and mine, be fulfilled in this
New Year.

Services for
February
St John the Baptist
rd

3 10:00am MHC
7th 8:00am HC
10:00am AA
10th 10:00am HC
14th 10:00am PC
21st 10:00am M
28th 10:00am PC

Revd D Burgess
Revd D Burgess
in the Old Church
Lee Common
Methodist Church
Ash Wednesday
Revd D Burgess
Revd D Burgess
Lay Reader
Revd P Louis

Service Key:
M
Matins
HC Holy Communion (said)
MHC Midweek Holy Communion (said)
PC
Parish Communion (sung)
AA All-Age Worship
Contacts: Vicar: The Revd David
Burgess (01494-837315). Churchwardens: Roderick Neal (01494837264) and Trevor Pearce (01494837601). Verger: Bill Pearce (01494785191). Treasurer: David Stephenson
(01494-867617).

Revd Pippa Soundy
We had the sad news just before
Christmas that Revd Pippa Soundy has
had to resign from her work in the
Four Parishes due to a recurrence of
the cancer with which she was
diagnosed just over a year ago.
We thank Pippa for her work in the
church and the community and offer
her our prayers and best wishes. Do
pray for her as she faces this challenge
and for Andrew and their family as
they support her.

Methodist Church
7th 10:00am AA

14th 3:00pm
21st 3:00pm
28th 3:00pm

Joint at Lee
Common with St
John the Baptist:
Gerald Tomkins
Pam Sitford
Revd Anne Ellis
Revd Cesar Guidi

Come and join us for coffee on
Saturday 6th February 10:30 am to
12 noon. All welcome.
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Pop-up radio!

In praise of Vocal Lees

F

By John Glanfield
he name evokes a nice
alliteration – Vocalise; a
musical gem by Rachmaninoff,
comes to mind.
On Sunday 13th December the 12strong ladies’ choir gave to a packed
Old Church a fine Christmas song
concert. It was thanks to the offices of
Andrew Burnett that two professional
musicians, Judith Sheridan and
Nicola Hickey, now bring good music
to the village.
From Henry VIII to Jingle Bells
they sang 16 pieces and gave readings
and carols for all of us. It is over 20
years since the Parish boasted an allage choir led by Sheila Furse, a
professional. She with husband Mike
are remembered by parents whose
children were well-trained. The Vocal
Lees’ next performance will be a sellout for sure.
So we say Floreat and Vivat
Vocal Lees!
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Geoffrey Pearce
1937 - 2015
By Annie Pearce
any older residents of The
Lee will remember my
father, who sadly passed
away unexpectedly on 26th December.
Geoffrey’s parents were Frank
and Doris Pearce, who lived in Swan
Bottom where he himself was born.
He went to school in Lee Common
and then Chesham, where he was
taught by the late Ken Swain, also
from Swan Bottom, and with whose
family he remained in contact
throughout his life. He moved away
from The Lee in the 1950s and lived
in Maperton in Somerset for the last
40 years or so.
He was a colourful character likeable, kind, generous, enthusiastic,
unconventional, warm and jolly - and
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Geoffrey Pearce: a Swan Bottom boy

a much-loved father, grandfather and
friend. His funeral and burial at
Maperton church took place on 14th
January.
If anyone who remembers
Geoffrey would like to get in touch
my address is c/o Laundry Cottage,
Maperton, Wincanton, Somerset BA9
8EN or my email address is
annieriaj@btinternet.com.

Where is this?

P

ity anyone who waits for the
bus at this stop! The overgrown
sign is of course opposite the
former Bugle pub in Oxford Street.
If you have a picture which you
think could leave our readers stumped
please do send it to
theleenewsletter@googlemail.com

M radio station ‘Chiltern
Voice’ will hit the airwaves for
two weeks only in February.
The station will broadcast on 87.9 FM,
as well as on the internet, to Chesham,
Amersham, Gt Missenden and the
surrounding areas. From 7th February
the station will broadcast pre-recorded
programmes, before going live during
the half-term break from 14 th
February.
If you are a budding radio
presenter, if you have a story you
think needs to be told, have an idea for
a radio station, or would like to get
involved in any way, please email
info@chilternvoice.fm
And don’t forget to tune-in from
7th February!

KINGSHILL
CARS FOR ALL OCCASIONS

CHILTERNS
AIRPORTS
LONDON
01494 868699
Email: bookings@kingshillcars.co.uk
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Don’t let your
trees obstruct
the highway
By Transport for Bucks
ransport for Buckinghamshire
(TfB), on behalf of
Buckinghamshire County
Council, would remind home and land
owners that it is their responsibility to
keep the highway free from
overhanging trees, shrubs and
overgrown bushes, etc. Land-owners
must ensure that there is no
obstruction or partial obstruction to the
footway or carriageway.
TfB regularly makes inspections
and also receives reports regarding
obstructions on the highway. If you
are notified, TfB would ask that you
arrange to have any obstruction cut
back within 14 days.

T

Should you be unable to complete
the work by the end of this period of
notice TfB may arrange for the work
to be carried out for you and may
claim reimbursement for reasonable
expenses following completion of the
works, in accordance with Section 154
(4) of the Highways Act.
Please do not hesitate to contact
01296 382416 if you need to discuss
this further and also to find out how
TfB may be able to assist you in
carrying out these works.
To report a highway fault please
visit www.buckscc.gov.uk/transport.
(Talking of overgrown hedges: see
‘How Well do you know the Parish?’
on page 5 :Ed)

Flag up those
pot-holes now
winter is here
By County Cllr Tricia Birchley
he first cold snap of winter has
actually made walking in the
Chilterns more enjoyable.
Footpaths which have been very deep
are now frozen and as I write this the
views are marvellous of our wonderful
landscapes. All the more reason to hope
that it may not be too late to arrest HS2.
2016 may be a year of surprises says
Royal Bank of Scotland, warning of a
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global deflationary crisis, the possibility
of Brexit and its repercussions for the
economy. Could these be the demise of
HS2? The County and Chiltern District
Council are doing sterling work at
present to protect us during the
construction phase and better still
refining a tunnel we can all sign up to
throughout the Chilterns.
2016 is also unusual with falling oil
prices, low inflation and a strong pound
against the Euro. Against that, 65,000
new homes are proposed in
Buckinghamshire by 2030, half in
Aylesbury Vale and the remainder in
the south, the majority in High
Wycombe. The Buckinghamshire Local
Enterprise Partnership does its best to
bring jobs into the county by listening to
local businesses, understanding the
growth agenda and presenting
investment opportunities to government:
in other words enabling private business
and our local councils to work together
for optimum effect.

Local pressures
During January the council was
discussing road maintenance for the
next financial year. Not surprisingly this
Division has the largest road network of
150 kms and having pressed hard as
usual I’m pleased to say that the B roads
that were re-patched last year are
expected to be top-dressed in the next
12 months. Rusty, the local Area
Technician, and I are out and about
together regularly, but I would ask you
to flag up any new potholes during the
icy weather. There has been a debate at
County Hall about borrowing money to
improve the roads faster following a
recommendation by the scrutiny
committee. However since that time the
Government’s financial settlement for
the county in 2016/17 has been reduced

in real terms at a time when social care
needs are rising and Children’s Services
are requiring ever more investment. The
Council is grappling with many difficult
problems such as flooding, child sexual
exploitation, extremism, increasing
numbers of older people and Learning
Disabilities requiring residential care all of which challenge the budget and
reduce the amount of money available
for road maintenance.
I am happy to raise your concerns
with officers at County Hall. Currently I
am helping a number of local residents
with items such as bridleways,
residential care, school places and of
course roads. Whilst this generally
results in a quicker outcome it also
enables me to keep a watching brief on
local matters. You can contact me at
pbirchley@buckscc.gov.uk or on 01296
621138.

A.S.K Gardens &
Property
Maintenance
* Full garden maintenance
is offered all year round
* All types of hard and soft
landscaping undertaken
* Free estimates, fully insured &
competitive rates
* Services include: leaf clearing,
patio cleaning
* All rubbish removed.
Contact the team on:
M: 07765010457
W: 01494 862941
E: keeble165@btinternet.com
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The little things
mean so much
By Reina Free
he New Year 2016 has begun
and how it will be we do not
know. Fewer
problems?
Probably not. To look the other way
hoping it will go away will not work
either. I personally believe the ‘little
things’ are the ‘big things'. One of my
secrets is to stop and stare and to observe
the things of nature.
The other morning as I walked along
muddy Kings Lane the birds were
singing in the wood I call 'Great Narnia',
different songs by different birds. It was
so inspiring, so beautiful.
Opposite the dew pond a tree had
come down. For weeks we have had
storms and downpours of rain, yet the
weather has been unusually mild. When I
pass the wood near Bowood Lane I call
‘Little Narnia’ all is still - not one bird
sings.
This I think is quite strange. In a
hedgerow a solitary robin sings his
special winter song which is subdued and
unlike his spring song which is quite
loud. Kites are flying above the large
field with the oak tree in the middle. I like
kites, dancing and gliding calling out to
each other KWEE, KWEE, KWEE. How
happy it would make me if they would
nest in that oak tree.
I say it again: the ‘little things’ are the
'big things'.
I know a place where a primrose
blooms and the grass is very green, also I
love ‘old man's beard’. So much beauty!
I am fascinated by stones and some
time ago in a field near Kings Lane I
found a beautiful black flint neolithic
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scraper. I could not believe it. There are
so many small comforters that make me
happy.
As I continue I see the new
upcoming rapeseed and many flocks of
pigeons and rooks overhead. A man on a
bike passes me by, “Morning Reina” he
says. “Morning David” I reply. He
works in Amersham and lives in Weston
Turville. A car passes by and the driver
waves. Again it is the little things.
The old cherry tree choked to death
by ivy, bare branches except for just one
straggly branch, still just about alive.
Last year it even had blossom. It inspires
me a great deal every time I see it. Will
it blossom again? Oh I do hope so.
Old, yet it still inspires and
encourages. This is my prayer: no
religion for religion’s sake but
gentleness, kindness, goodness.
May it be so with me to all who
follow behind me. Dear God may it be
so, for the ‘little things’ are really the
‘big things’. It makes a world of
difference in the world in which we all
become neighbours.

Church
repairs
force change
of venue
By Rod Neal, Churchwarden
eaders of the Newsletter may
be aware that work started last
year on replacing the central
heating boiler in St John the Baptist
church. However work came to an
abrupt halt just before Christmas when
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a small amount of asbestos was found
in the linings of the old boiler. The
heating engineers kindly donated some
portable convector heaters which we
were able to use to take the chill off
the air over the Christmas period but
the better solution has been to transfer
some of our services to the Old
Church, which is much warmer and of
a more appropriate size. Please look
out for details of changes in venue.
Removal of the asbestos will
involve specialist contractors, a delay
and inevitably a specialist’s additional
cost. It may therefore be several weeks
before the new boiler has been installed;
meanwhile the Old Church is providing
a very welcome alternative venue.

In memory of
Peter Dovey
By Barnaby Usborne
he Chiltern Way now boasts a
new gate thanks to the
generosity of Mary Dovey. The
metal gate, installed by the Chiltern
Society footpath volunteers under the
local Donor Gate Scheme, bears a
plaque in memory of her late husband
Dr Peter Dovey, who was an avid

Chiltern Society footpath volunteers at work.
(For a picture of the finished gate see page 3.)

walker – from the Chilterns to Mount
Kilimanjaro! The gate replaces a less
user-friendly stile on the footpath at
the back of the old pub at Lee Gate.
For more information on the
Donate-a-gate scheme visit
www.chilternsociety.org.uk
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HOLIDAY HOME TO LET
IN SPAIN
GAUCIN - ANDALUCIA
3 Bedroom property with pool
in the hilltop white village of Gaucin.
Stunning views of Mediterranean,
Gibraltar and Moroccan Hills.

Ring now for availability
Tel. 01494 837602
www.holiday-villa-andalucia.co.uk

Great Missenden
A warm, friendly sheltered house for
the elderly in the picturesque centre of
the village.
Come and take a look and see for yourself
and have a chat with Julie Butler.
Tel: 01494 865026 or
email for a brochure:
info@abbeyfieldgreatmissenden.co.uk
Find out more on our website:
www.abbeyfield.com
Abbeyfield is a charity and a
not for profit organisation
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HS2: House of
Lords last hope?
By Simon Morris, Chairman, Chiltern
Ridges HS2 Action Group
lmost before we could recover
from our hangovers following
the New Year celebrations the
National Audit office had come out
with its 2016 report on major
infrastructure projects. It reported that
a third of the projects could fail within
the next three years and I expect they
will have ranked HS2 within those
failures. The ‘Red’ and ‘Amber-red’
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TIM SIMMONS IS

THE VERMINATOR
Pest control services

ALL
INSECTS
FOXES
RABBITS
AND
ANTS

WASPS
GLIS-GLIS
SQUIRREL
RATS
MICE
MOLES

FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE
LOW PRICES - HIGH QUALITY

07734649305
WE WILL ALSO PROOF YOUR
HOUSE/PREMISES TO STOP THEM
COMING BACK

rankings are not being revealed yet but
given HS2’s performance to date it is
highly likely that it will also be within
those rankings, as The Times and The
Telegraph are predicting.
The NAO report is based on the
Major Projects Authority (MPA)
Report of June 2015 which the
Government refuses to publish and no
doubt the same cover-up mentality
will be applied to the next MPA report
due in November 2016. It is not
surprising that we are all so sceptical
of HS2 Ltd and its ability to manage
infrastructure projects.
Colin Sully, Lee Parish Councillor
and Director of CRAG, led the attack
on behalf of the Lee Parish Council,
CRAG and a number of Additional
Provisions 4 (AP4) Petitioners at a
Select Committee hearing against the
challenge by HS2 Ltd that they did not
have Locus Standi and therefore their
petitions could not be heard. AP4 are
the detailed proposals associated with
the extension of the Tunnel from
Mantles Wood to South Heath.
Anyone affected by the proposals was
entitled to petition to be heard by the
HS2 Select Committee. The
Committee claimed however that
many of these Petitions were objecting
to the Bill rather than the Additional
Provisions. They said that many other
AP4 Petitioners, probably concerned
about traffic issues on the A413
caused by the proposed haul road from
the Great Missenden Link Road
Roundabout, could rely on “elected

authorities” to pursue remedies for
them. Colin made an excellent
presentation but to no avail. The Select
Committee are hearing just three out
of about 200 AP4 Petitions. It looks
very much as if the Select Committee
is hell-bent on finishing its business by
early February and so there is very
little chance that they will be agreeing
to any further tunnel extensions.
That brings us on to our one last
hope – the House of Lords Select
Committees later this year. We are
entitled to petition them. It is another
chance to save the Chiltern AONB
with a tunnel and we will be putting
our minds to that very soon.

Keep up the pressure
Meanwhile many of you may have
seen that a petition has been set up on
the Government’s petition website for
anyone to sign entitled: “Stop HS2 and
spend the money on a national longterm flood defence strategy”. At the
date of writing it has just over 6,000
votes supporting it. We should be able
to push that up to 10,000 by emailing
it to family and friends. This would
mean the Government would have to
respond to it. If by its deadline of 29th
June it gets 100,000 signatures then
the petition will have to be considered
for a debate in Parliament. So do try to
get family and friends to sign up. You
can find the Petition website by
putting “Stop HS2 and spend the
money on a national long term-flood
defence strategy” into Google Search.
There was no Public CRAG
Meeting in January. The next meeting
will be on Thursday 11th February at
8:00 pm in The Lee Parish Hall. The
agenda will definitely include
petitioning the House of Lords.

Pet of the
month No. 11

I

ntroducing Jack, a Cavachon –
that is to say a cross between a
Bichon Frise and a Cavalier King
Charles spaniel. If Jack is looking
slightly off-white blame it on the
muddy footpaths of The Lee!

Mervyn’s
Carpet & Upholstery
Cleaning Services
Independent carpet cleaning
specialist with over 30 years
experience.
CARPETS. UPHOLSTERY.
RUGS. HARD FLOOR.
CARPET PROTECTION.
FULLY INSURED.
Friendly and reliable service.
Most work by recommendation.
Environmentally friendly
cleaning materials.
For a no obligation quote ’phone
01525 371724 or 07975 847027
Email: mersu@btinternet.com
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The fastest way to let everyone in the
Parish know about an event you are
arranging is to publish it right here in
the Newsletter. Contact the Editor by
the 12th of the previous month (see
contact details on page 1).

February
Tuesday 2nd. The Lee Walking
group. 9:30 am.
Saturday 6th. Coffee Morning at Lee
Common Methodist Church: 10:30 am
- 12:00 noon.
Sunday 7th. Chiltern Voice Pop-up
radio: see page 15.
Tuesday 9th. Ballinger Evening WI.
Ballinger Hall. 8:00 pm.
Thursday 11th. CRAG meeting at the
Parish Hall: 8:00 pm.
Thursday 25th. Ballinger DFAS: “In
paynted pots is hidden the deadliest
poison – English Delftware drug jars.”
Guests welcome. £6.00 at the door.

Coming Soon
Wednesday 2nd March. The
Walking group. 9:30 am.

Lee

THE LEEWAY – YOUR
VILLAGE SUPPORT TEAM
If you have difficulty getting to your
doctor or the hospital, doing your
shopping or would like a home visit and
a friendly chat, then please ring:

01494 837177
Mon - Fri: 10 am - 4 pm. Sat: 10 am 12 noon. Please give us reasonable notice
of your requirement to help us organise it.

Thursday 3 rd March. Ballinger
Horticultural Society. ‘Life and times
of a gardener’ 8:00pm.
Saturday 5th March. Coffee Morning at
Lee Common Methodist Church: 10:30
am - 12:00 noon.
Tuesday 8th March. The Lee Parish
Council Meeting. 7:30 pm at the
Parish Hall.
Tuesday 8th March. Ballinger
Evening WI.
Thursday 10th March. CRAG meeting
at the Parish Hall: 8:00 pm. t.b.c.
Sunday 13th March. Annual village
litter clearance: see page 5.

Police to shut
doors to public
at Chesham
By Thames Valley police
hames Valley Police is
proposing to reduce the
number of front counters in
Buckinghamshire. The way people
interact with the police is changing:
the public want to contact us at a time
and place that’s convenient to them,
with far more engaging on the phone
or online. At the same time we intend
to ensure that you will never be further
than 10 miles from a front counter.
From April 2016 the front counter
at Amersham will be open from 10:00
am to 6:00 pm, Monday to Friday,
offering all services to the public. The
front counter at Chesham is among
those scheduled to close.
This is part of a continuing review
of the Thames Valley Police estate
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which is expected to achieve savings
of £29m by 2021.
The public can still contact the
police 24 hours a day by calling 101 in
a non-emergency call or 999 in an
emergency. For the deaf, hard-ofhearing or speech-impaired you can
contact the Force by texting 18000.

Wanted: police
who’ve made
a difference
By Thames Valley Police
ominations are now open for
our Community Policing
Awards 2016. This is your
chance to recognise the work done by
community officers, volunteers and
police staff who work in your area.
Do you know someone who has
gone above and beyond in their role?
Should they be recognised for their
hard work and effort over the last
year? Do you have an example of how
they have exceeded what is expected
of them?
There are seven categories again
this year: Community Police Officers;
PCSOs; Special Constables (volunteer
police officers); Volunteers; Diversity
Champions who seek to improve
engagement with minority groups in
the community; Cadets who are young
dedicated volunteers and Police
officers or members of staff who have
provided support for victims of crime.
The awards are now in their 15th
year. To make a nomination please go
to thamesvalley.police.uk/newsevents.
Nominations close on 22nd February.
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The Newsletter

T

he Lee Newsletter is published
10 times a year and distributed
free to all households in the
parish. The views expressed in it are
not necessarily those of the Editor.
We welcome original letters and
articles of general interest and
relevance to The Lee. Copy should be
sent to theleenewsletter@googlemail.
com or, if on paper, to the Editor of
the month (see page 1) by the 12th of
each month.
Letters should ideally run to no
more than 200 words and articles to
700 words; material may be edited and
may also appear on the village website
www.thelee.org.uk unless consent is
specifically withheld. Anonymous
contributions are not accepted.
To advertise or place an insert,
please contact Paul Apicella on 837377
by the 12th of the previous month.
If you have photographs for
publication please contact Jonathan
Batten on 01494 837450 or email
battenjonathan@hotmail.com.
Other members of the Editorial
team: Peter Archer, Jo Jordan, Gilbert
Nockles, Jen Ogley, Viv Robins, Trish
Swain, Colin Sully and Barnaby
Usborne.
Printed by Strongs: 01442 878592.

To book the Parish Hall
or Scout Hut
’phone Anne Barnett on 837796
9 am - 1 pm
6 pm 2 pm - 6 pm
midnight
Mon - Fri
£30 or £10/hr £45 or £10/hr
Sat/Sun
£12/hr
£70
Bank Holiday £12/hr
£70
Car park only
£10
Crockery/cutlery £15 (hire outside the hall)

Rates

