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to many, especially as they are often 

equally accessible. 

Next month’s editor will be Gilbert 

Nockles so please send material to 

him,  preferably by email  a t 

theleeneewsletter@googlemail.com or 

as hard copy to Mapleton, Potter Row, 

by 12th June. Don’t forget there is no 

edition in August! 

 

Your church 
fête needs you! 
By Rod Neal  

P 
reparations for this summer’s 

fête on The Lee Green on 18th 

June, by kind permission of 

Liz Stewart-Liberty, are well under 

way. All the ingredients are being 

brought together - our local mystery 

celebrity who can outdo even Her 

Majesty for longevity is putting the 

finishing touches to the opening 

speech, the vintage cars are being 

polished, the Maypole Dancers are 

limbering up, the Allsorts saxophone 

quartet is busy rehearsing and the 

pony is getting worried.  

Like a delicious cake we need 

everything to come together to form a 

truly mouth-watering concoction but 

there is one missing element to add the 

finishing touch – the volunteer!! We 

From the Editor 
By Viv Robins 

Y 
ou might notice a few 

changes in the Newsletter this 

month which hopefully will 

give it added interest (or “enhanced 

customer satisfaction ratings” as the 

marketing people would say – but we 

don’t have any of those).  

There’s a new series which offers 

eye witness accounts of history in the 

making, beginning with The Lee’s 

oldest resident who has lived through 

many a tumultuous time. And the 

centre spread which traditionally 

carried a piece by the Reverend David 

Burgess has now been given over to a 

new format which features David in a 

series of informal conversations with 

his friend Tony Brignull, the first of 

which reveals that his path to the 

Min is t r y  was  a  surpr is ingly 

roundabout one....  

Ever since the Newsletter began 

publication 16 years ago we’ve 

tended to invite material almost 

exclusively from and concerning The 

Lee, but now we’ve decided to look a 

little further afield and include regular 

news of forthcoming events in the 

Ballinger and Great Missenden areas 

in our Dear Diary column. We figure 

they are likely to be of equal interest 
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If you can help with any of the 

above, please contact me on 837264. 

It’s not just the pony that’s getting 

worried. 

To make a donation of plants, 

raffle prizes or homemade produce for 

the cream teas and cake stall please 

contact: 

•  cakes and home produce: Wendy 

Robertson 07771 845521 

•  raffle: Jane Neal 837264 

•  tombola: Claire Kotchie 837842 

or Katharine Stephenson 867617 

•  plants: Trevor Pearce 837601 

•  children’s toys: Claudia Phipps at 

info@claudiaphipps.co.uk 

The Organising Committee hope 

you will give the fête your vote too. 

Service with a personal touch 

Hand picked designer frames 
Contact Lens Specialist 

Retinal Scanning 

Family Friendly 

Feel free to walk in at any time 

(our late night opening is on 

Wednesdays) or contact us at: 

Chiltern Opticians Ltd. 

75 High Street Great Missenden 

Bucks HP16 0AL 

01494 868496 

info@chilternopticians.com 

www.chilternopticians.com 

need your help before, during and after 

the fête. Any time you can spare 

would be very welcome. Please let us 

know if you can volunteer for any of 

these tasks: 

Before the fete opens: 

• baking cakes or homemade 

produce for the cream teas 

•  putting up gazebos and signage 

•  car-parking 

•  carting tables and teas equipment 

During the afternoon on helping to 

run one of these stalls: 

•  second-hand books 

•  smart balloons 

•  bouncy castle 

•  bric-a-brac 

•  coconut shy 

After it closes: 

•  taking down gazebos 

•  returning equipment to store 
How well do 
you know 
your Parish? 
Where was this picture 
taken? 

Answer on page 4. 
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Your letters 
To the Editor: 
Reading the May Newsletter I noticed 
the letter and article about the wooden 
grave markers at The Lee Old Church. 

The present ones are relatively new, 
I think, replaced in the 1970s.The old 
ones were painted white with 
inscriptions; they were badly rotted and 
were replaced. 

I am not sure who painted or carved 
them but hope this is helpful. 
Graham Pearce 
Lee Common 
 
To the Editor: 

I was interested to read the letter and 
article in the May edition on the subject 
of wooden churchyard memorials.  

Andrew Burnett is correct in saying 
these are grave markers. They are in 
fact those of my family whose name 
was Franklin. My grandmother on my 
mother’s side was my direct ancestor, 
being nee Mary Anne Franklin Brown. 
She was born in Swan Bottom to an 
agricultural family. She married Fred 
Geary and they went to farm in 
Prestwood. Her sister Ethel lived at 
Chartridge End and was married to 
Frank Halse, who sang in the church 
choir for many years. He and their 
daughter who died in infancy are 
buried in the churchyard. 

The memorials are known as ‘knife 
boards’. They replaced the previous 
ones in 1990 as a joint effort between 
my mother and myself, but the work 
was instigated by Susan Cowdy who 
lived at Rushmere and was Arthur 
Stewart-Liberty’s sister. The old ones 
had become rotten. The originals were 
clearly marked with the name Franklin. 

Dates supplied to my mother showed 
that the earliest record of the Franklin 
family was in 1600 when there was a 
Church Warden of that name. 

My mother and I lived at Lee 
Clump House into the 1960s and the 
last direct descendant of our family to 

Play like your heroes: 

rock, blues, slide and folk

 

Electric guitar and bass, plus 
acoustic guitar:  

lessons in your own home 

Introductory lesson free: 
teenage, mature or senior 

No need to read music, we use 
tablature – much simpler! 

Call Marcus on  
01494 837392 or 07841 670174 
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live in the parish was my son Tom who 
left in 1995 - but there are distant 
cousins remaining, notably the Brown 
family of Hunts Green. 
John Parker 
Little Kimble 
 
To the Editor:  

We read in the press we should vote for 
a new Police Commissioner (always 
thought it was a silly idea, but as we’ve 
got one, better vote!)  

We hear no more (although we hear 
plenty about the vote for new mayor of 
London). When is the election? Um… 
must be May 5th as Ballinger 
horticultural meeting has been changed 
to the following week. Who are the 
candidates? No information through the 
door, so Googled it - not too impressed 
by candidates on offer but better vote 
as our democratic duty. 

Then I thought - what if you have 
no internet access? Then who would 
you know who to vote for? TOUGH! 

What has happened to Democracy? 
Lizzie Benwell 
Lee Common 
P.S. FYI: Anthony Stansfield re-elected 
on the 2nd round of preference vote, 
falling short of the 50% needed in the 
first round.  

HS2 play dirty 
as Bill reaches 
House of Lords  
By Simon Morris, Chairman, 
Chiltern Ridges HS2 Action Group 

E 
arly in May it was confirmed 

that Sir Jeremy Haywood, 

Cabinet Secretary and one of 

the most senior civil servants, had 

been called in to HS2 to trim costs and 

gauge whether this £55billion project 

can keep within budget. One can only 

speculate that the first cut he has made 

was to the budget of the House of 

Lords Select Committee. In spite of 

the fact that the time allowed for 

submission of petitions was only 25 

days 820 petitions were submitted. 

This surprised the House of Lords 

team dealing with the petitions and no 

doubt worried HS2 Ltd that the 

petitioning process would take a long 

time and incur substantial costs.  

Their solution to this problem has 

surfaced very quickly. They have 

challenged 414 of these petitions on 

grounds of locus standi, including the 

petitions of eight MPs, CRAG, REPA, 

HS2 Action Alliance and Stop HS2. If 

they are successful in these challenges 

they knock out 50% of the petitions 

and presumably 50% of the 

petitioning costs. This compares with 

just 1.2% of petitioners that were 

successfully challenged by HS2 Ltd in 

the House of Commons Select 

Committee. It is an aggressive stance 

they have taken in the Lords and was 

highlighted by Andrew Gilligan in 

The  Telegraph  who reported 

Where is this? 

I 
t looks like a plaque on a church 
or chapel wall… but it’s not at St 
John the Baptist, nor The Lee Old 

Church nor the Methodist Chapel. 
It is on the wall at Chapel Farm, 

which was formerly a Baptist Chapel. 
If you have a picture which you think 
could leave our readers stumped then 
please send it to us at 
theleenewsletter@googlemail.com.  
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accusations of HS2 Ltd’s “dictator–

like arrogance”, a quality we are 

familiar with.  

Under locus standi HS2 Ltd are 

claiming the petitioner has to show 

that he or she is “directly or specially” 

affected by the provisions of the Bill 

or is affected in a manner which is 

different from the way other people in 

the district are affected by the Bill. It 

is the qualification that you cannot 

petition if you are not affected in a 

way that is different from other people 

in the area that I think accounts for the 

large number of challenges. It seems 

to me fundamentally wrong to take 

this approach. It would appear to allow 

a Government which seriously affects 

a community by, for instance, building 

a new road or railway, to avoid having 

to take any notice of the complaints of 

that community providing it makes 

sure it affects 100% of that 

community. It is an incentive to blight 

with abandon and forget about 

mitigation. CRAG has challenged this 

approach in a letter to the Chairman of 

the House of Lords Select Committee.  

Further cuts? 
Jeremy Haywood certainly appears 

to be looking for big ticket cuts in 

Phase Two of HS2. Phase One big 

ticket cuts were the HS1/HS2 link and 

the spur to Heathrow. Now it is Phase 

Two’s turn. Rumoured cuts are a 

station at Meadowhall shopping centre 

in Sheffield and a planned station at 

Manchester airport. In addition a nine-

mile link line with the West Coast 

Mainline (WCM) in Staffordshire and 
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a second link to the WCM near Wigan 

to improve services to Scotland might 

also be dropped. A spokesman for 

51M commented: “The credibility of 

HS2 delivering wider economic 

benefits is being shot to pieces. The 

scheme’s fundamental justification of 

improved connectivity no longer holds 

up to scrutiny.” Good reasons for 

cancelling the whole project but there 

is so much political capital tied up 

with HS2 that is very unlikely. It is sad 

that our political system leads to such 

dire infrastructure projects. The odds 

on HS2 becoming the biggest white 

elephant infrastructure project in our 

history must be very high. 

The Chilterns tunnel 
Finally and of great importance I 

should add that CRAG is also busy, 

together with the Councils and other 

Action Groups, in preparing a strong 

case for a full tunnel to save the 

Chiltern AONB. Key parts of the case 

are showing the cost differential is far 

less than HS2 Ltd claims and that the 

benefits it would lead to make it well 

worth doing. More details on our 

progress on this in next month’s 

Newsletter.  

Bridge too far? 
By Kathryn Dickinson et al 

T 
his hand occurred during recent 

play in The Lee and gave us 

food for thought. How would 

you bid and play this hand? What 

would be your opening lead?  

 

♠ K J 8 

♥ A J 6 2 

♦ J 9 7 5 

♣ Q 2 

♠ 10 5 4              ♠ Q 9 7 6 3 2  

♥ 8 4 3              ♥ 10 7 5 

♦ A              ♦ K 2 

♣ K 8 6 5 4 3             ♣ J 9 

♠ A 

♥ K Q 9 

♦ Q 10 8 6 4 3 

♣ A 10 7 
 

Dealer: North 

Vulnerability: none 

 

Turn to page 24 to see which 

contract we played in and whether or 

not it made. 

 

First aid 
training: any 
more takers?  
By the Editor 

S 
o far this year I have organised 

three training courses with St 

John’s Ambulance in The Lee. 

I finally got to go on one myself and 

now know just what to do in the 

event of a medical emergency: run 
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down the road to find Anne Cairns or 

Mary Gould, who got to grips with 

the life-size dummy we were given to 

practise on much more successfully 

than I did.  

Around a score of people have 

now qualified for their first aid 

certificates but I seem to recall that 

more than double that number signed 

up to express an interest when I first 

put a notice in the Shop last Autumn. 

So if there is anyone else out there 

who would like to have a go – and I 

think all who took part would agree it 

was great fun if nothing else - please 

contact me on 837 278 or at 

vivvy.robins@gmail.com. 

 

A.S.K Gardens &  

Property  

Maintenance  
 

 

* Full garden maintenance  

   is offered all year round  

* All types of hard and soft  

   landscaping undertaken  

* Free estimates, fully insured &  

   competitive rates  

* Services include: leaf clearing,  

   patio cleaning 

* All rubbish removed. 
 

Contact the team on:  

M: 07765010457  

W: 01494 862941  

E: keeble165@btinternet.com  

The Lee Church Fete 2015 

Lee 
Common 
School 
By James Edwards, Head-master 

P 
arents and villagers alike 

enjoyed this year’s May 

Festival at the school. The 

event took place on 2nd May and the 

a u d i e n c e  w e r e  t r e a t e d  t o 

performances from the Year Two 

children of The Circassian Circle, as 

well as traditional Maypole dances 

such as The Barber’s Pole and The 

Cobweb.  

Jenny was crowned May Queen 

2016 and was accompanied by Eddie 

as her Master of Ceremonies.  

The school has been working with 

maypole guru Mike Ruff and is keen 

to keep this special tradition very 

much alive in the village. The school 

has recently purchased an additional 

maypole. 

The Year Two children will be 

performing with their new maypole at 

the Church Fete later this month. 

During the Fete Mr Ruff has also 

agreed to lead the country dancing for 

all members of our community.  
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History 
at first 
hand: 
No. 1 
From Cambridge to Burma  
By John Glanfield 

I 
t was 1938, I was 18 years old and 
starting a seven year university 
course at the classically-orientated 

Bartlett School of Architecture in 
London. The Principal Professor Sir 
Albert Richardson was inspirational - 
he was Principal of both The Royal 
Institute of British Architects and of the 
Royal Academy. He was an eccentric 
who lived in his Georgian home 
dressed in 18th century clothes with 
only candles for illumination. 

Our second year of study saw the 
entire school evacuated from London 
to Cambridge due to the onset of World 
War II and it was a joyous year for me 
with music, sport and the cadet corps. 
However with the evacuation of 
Dunkirk and the imminent invasion of 
Britain, I “joined up” in The Royal 
Engineers as a Sapper. We spent six 
months in a Butlins Holiday Camp in 

Clacton in anticipation of the invasion 
and ‘standing to’ -- i.e. living and 
sleeping in full kit, day and night, when 
not on sentry. Rather like Dad’s Army.  

Following the hardest six months of 
my life at an officers’ cadet training unit 
I emerged as a 2nd Lieutenant and found 
myself on a nine-week luxury voyage to 
Bombay. My appointment as Adjutant 
of a newly-formed Engineer Battalion 
took me to Hyderabad , Southern India, 
where for the whole of 1942 our task 
was to raise and train 1,000 Madrasi 
troops ready for action in Burma against 
the Japanese. At the passing out parade 
the colonel ordered me to present the 
Battalion to him -- on horseback! This 
was a first for me, and the horse, but we 
both somehow survived! There 
followed a nine day “private” train 
journey to  Chi t tago ng  (no w 
Bangladesh). 

Tide turns for British Army  
Christmas Day 1942 found all 1,000 

of us camping out in miserable weather 
with much coughing, sneezing and 
spitting. The British Army was in retreat 
and Japan was preparing to invade 
India. Then Field Marshall Lord “Bill” 
Slim took charge of the Indian Army 
and was responsible for training this 
huge body of men for jungle warfare, 
thus turning the tide. 

Advancing slowly for two and a half 
years we moved along the Arakan coast 
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John Glanfield is a well-known 
figure in The Lee where he has lived 
for nearly 40 years. If you have a story 
to tell please contact Anthea Hartley 
on bassibones@yahoo.co.uk or 
837372: Ed. 

of Burma. The first 
monsoon wrecked our 
stout, double-skinned tents 
so we resorted to building 
bamboo bivouacs instead. 
As Engineers our main 
objective was to build a 
road through the jungle 
that would facilitate the 
movement of 30,000 men, 
thousands of vehicles, 
artillery and tanks. It was 
hardly a road, more of a 
wide track 50cm deep in 
dust or -- in the monsoon 
season -- in mud. Our final 
task was to make a landing 
ground for Super Fortress Planes to 
bomb Rangoon, but the work was 
interrupted by a cyclone. 

I could not ignore my love of 
music: I had carried a gramophone all 
the way from Northern India, along 
with a few records. One of my 
favourite songs, The Waiter and the 
Porter and the Upstairs Maid, was 
smashed over my head when I played it 
once too often! If you think carrying a 
gramophone through the jungle in 
Burma was bizarre, one of my best 
friends transported his piano round 
Italy whilst serving under Monty! 

Until now all thoughts of my 
studies towards an architectural 
qualification had had to go on hold. 
However, at my request my father 
managed to organise a tutor in London 
to carry out a correspondence course 
with me so that I could continue with 
my Architecture studies whilst living in 
my bamboo shelter in the Burmese 
jungle. Communications took weeks at 
a time but I did manage to persevere – 
though Arakan seemed a long way 
from Cambridge! 
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Scout leader 

wins top award  
By Marilyn Burrows 

S 
t. George is the patron saint of 

scouting, and on his dedicated 

day Chris Nevill, our Group 

Scout Leader, accepted the Scout 

Association’s Silver Acorn award “in 

recognition of specially distinguished 
service to Scouting”. After the 

presentation by the organisation’s 

County Commissioner, in the presence 

o f  t h e  Lo r d  L i e u t e n a n t  o f 

Buckinghamshire and other dignitaries, 

Chris and his wife Elise attended a 

Windsor Castle reception and service 
in St. George’s Chapel and watched the 

UK’s Queen’s Scouts, drilled by the 

Coldstream Guards, parade for the 

Duke of Kent and Chief Scout Bear 

Grylls. 

Chris joined Lee Common Scout 

Group as an eight-year old Cub Scout, 

progressing to the Scout Troop under 
John Martin’s leadership. At 16 his job 

with the Nevill and Bird families at 

South Heath mushroom farm meant a 

brief absence from scouting, but he 

rejoined as assistant leader, becoming 

Scout Leader in 1984 at the age of 21. 

He met Elise on a scouting trip shortly 
afterwards and has, with her support, 

continued to give unstinting service to 

the Group for over 30 years. In 2000 he 

became Group Scout Leader under 

Bernard Tompkin’s chairmanship.  

Chris acknowledges that scouting is 

a great level ler –  providing 

opportunities for young people from all 
backgrounds to build friendships, 

develop trust in others and acquire 

practical skills, confidence and self -
sufficiency. “On a personal level”, he 

says, “scouting has enabled me to take 

responsibility, develop my own skills 

training, and gain the know-how of 

playing to the strengths of others to get 

the best from them. Yes, it is time- 

consuming, but leaders gain huge 

enjoyment seeing young people thrive 
and achieve their goals as they grow. 

And I have made many lasting 

friendships too.” He acknowledges 

Elise’s contribution to the Group: as 

leader of Beaver and Cub Scouts, the 

Group’s secretary, his “personal 

scouting PA”, and also a helper on 
numerous camps and outings. He 

would also like to pay tribute to 

Bernard Tompkins “who has been my 

rock throughout my 30 years’ scouting 

experience, and has done so much to 

ensure our Group’s success.” 

In the years of change in the 

organisation Chris has supported and 

encouraged hundreds of scouts, some 

of whom have returned as leaders: 

James Bruton, one of the first Beaver 
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Scouts in his wife’s Group, is a leader 

and caving instructor, with two of his 

children in the Group. Our Scout 

Leader Tom Brockett, who also rose 

through the ranks, has accepted the role 

of Assistant District Commissioner for 

Scouts, advising 11 groups locally. 

Chris says of scouting: “Time is 

your most precious gift, and when you 

give your time you are giving a portion 

of your life.” The Group’s members 

offer him our heartiest congratulations 

on his award and look forward to many 

more good times under his leadership. 

Cameron: life 
is not just 
about Europe... 

Here is Angel - she is a delightful 

dog and cuddling her makes  

every day worthwhile, according to 

her young owner Katie. 

… I also enjoy taking time out 

to visit my local farm shop 

W 
ell the Prime Minister might 

not have uttered those exact 

words but his smile 

suggests he’s happy being shown 

around the new shop in Buckmoorend 

on the Chequers estate by owners 

Stephanie and Daniel Hares. 

Pet of the 
month No. 12 
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In praise of 
our customers 
By Symeon Economu 

I 
 have often praised the fantastic 

volunteers with which the Shop is 

blessed – and quite rightly, since 

they are the backbone of this vital 

resource without whom there would be 

no Shop. I can’t recall saying much 

about the other vital element to the 

success of the Shop – i.e. the 

customers. I think the people who live 

in the area know what a lovely 

community it is and I consider that the 

Shop is lucky to be in its midst. 

Last Christmas Eve was an 

excellent example of this, with 

customers coming and staying to 

chat and gossip and reaffirm their 

support for the Shop and their 

commitment to each other. 

Another heart-warming example 

was the response of our customers to 

the recent Greek event. I know the 

weather helped but I do not believe 

this is the only reason there was such 

a convivial atmosphere. It seems to 

me that the people of The Lee and 

the surrounding area actually like 

each other and only need the 

slightest excuse to get together to 

participate in whatever it is and add 

their own unique element to the 

whole event. 

It is also nice to see new 

incomers to the area and that they 

come to the Shop, first out of 

curiosity and then, hopefully because 

they perceive the role it plays in the 

community, on return visits as 

customers – and even in some cases 

as volunteers. 
Anyway, just to say how much 

we appreciate your continuing 

MARTIN THE MILKMAN 

Doorstep delivery of fresh 

milk, dairy produce, bread, 

eggs, fruit juices and more. 

To place an order call 

01442 833944 

PHONES MANNED 4 PM – 6 PM 
ANSWERPHONE AT OTHER TIMES 
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Mervyn’s 
Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaning Services 

Independent carpet cleaning 
specialist with over 30 years 

experience. 

CARPETS. UPHOLSTERY. 
RUGS. HARD FLOOR. 

CARPET PROTECTION. 
FULLY INSURED. 

Friendly and reliable service. 
Most work by recommendation. 

Environmentally friendly  
cleaning materials. 

For a no obligation quote ’phone 
01525 371724 or 07975 847027 
Email: mersu@btinternet.com 

cheerful support. I am happy to 
report that the early signs of growth 

in sales over previous years is 

continuing. For our part we will 

continue to strive to offer variety and 

value and to organise the occasional 

event, if only to keep up with the 

latest gossip. 

The cartoon is by 15-year-old 
Anna Gray of Naphill, who has 

enlivened a couple of Newsletters 

recently with her drawings. Our 

thanks to her: Ed.  

 

Cycling festival 

coming fast!  

T 
his year’s Chiltern Cycling 

Festival takes place on Sunday 
17th July and is designed to 

raise funds for Scannappeal, a local 

charity that helps buy state- of-the-art 

medical equipment to treat cancer for 

the Buckinghamshire Healthcare NHS 

T rus t  Ho sp i t a l s  ( A m er s ha m, 

Wycombe and Stoke Mandeville).  

The “Pedal for Prostate” rides 
include 30-, 60- and 100-mile routes 

through the glorious Chilterns. All 

finishers receive a glass of champagne 

and goody bag to help celebrate their 

achievement, along with entry into the 

Velo Village on the Penn House estate 

where they can relax and enjoy a mix 

of activities from a vintage market 
through children’s rides to local 

produce and food and drink stalls. 

There is no minimum fund-raising 

or sponsorship amount required, but 

riders are asked to donate to 

Scannappeal based on distances 

covered and completion of the route. 
To enter go online at 

www.britishcycling.org.uk/events/

details/140644/Chiltern-Cycling-

Festival-Sportive-2016 to register your 

details and state “Team Scannappeal” 

as your club. 
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Conversations 
with the Revd 
David Burgess  
No. 1: Early Days 
In a series of articles for the 

Newsletter the Reverend David 

Burgess is interviewed by Tony 

Brignull, an old friend and lifelong 

Buddhist. In this initial piece they 

explore David's early years: 

Tony Brignull: First of all David, 

how are you? 

David Burgess: On the mend, getting 

there. 

T.B. Wherever ‘there’ is. 

D.B. Indeed, at the age of 58 you tend 

to wonder what a state of perfect 

health is. It's been a very tough year 

health-wise for both Penny (David's 

wife) and myself. We’ll be pleased to 

see the end of it. It’s been a time of 

taking stock, of looking freshly at our 

work-loads. We’ve been forced to ask 

how to spend our time more usefully. 

T.B. You once told me you were on 

30 committees! 

D.B. Yes, that was a good few years 

ago, now the number’s down to ten. 

T.B. But you also have four parishes 

to look after. 

D.B. Indeed. 

T.B. Which only a short while ago 

would have had four vicars? 

D.B. Not quite, but certainly three 

only 40 or so years ago. 

T.B. David, I'd like to use these series 

of interviews with you to introduce 

you as a person as well as a man of 

faith, in a way you can’t, in all 

modesty, do yourself in your regular 

column in this magazine. Where were 

you born? 

D.B. In south London -- my dad was 

a postie. I won a grant to a public 

school... 

T.B. Day school? 

D.B. Yes, day school. I remember a 

report which said “academically weak 

but tries hard”. This wasn’t quite how 

I saw myself.  

T.B. You went on to university to 

read...? 

D.B. Psychology. It suited me, a 

mixture of science and humanities. 

T.B. That’ll be interesting when we 

come to talk about miracles next 

month. Were you always a religious 

boy?  

D.B. We went to church as a family, 

but at university I didn’t join any 

Christian groups. 

T.B. Why not? 

D.B. I was having too much fun. In 

any case I felt that that educational or 

clinical psychology was the way to 
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go. If anyone asked, I’d say “I used to 

be a Christian”. I now see this as a 

very youthful  and erroneous 

proposition.  

T.B. So after university...? 

D.B. I worked with an organisation 

car ing  fo r  a  co mmu ni ty  o f 

disadvantaged children, a Methodist- 

funded charity. 

T.B. Where I believe you met Penny? 

D.B. Her faith was more mature than 

mine. We got engaged six months 

after meeting and were married a year 

after that. 

T.B. You had three children, all of 

whom are now grown-up and have 

left home? 

D.B. Ah yes, we miss them but we do 

have endless hot water. 

T.B. And lower phone bills… David, 

I must ask you when you felt reunited 

with your Christian faith. Can you 

recall the moment? 

D.B. I noticed that my fellow workers 

at the community project had 

something I both recognised but 

lacked. One night I prayed as I've 

never prayed before,  to tal ly, 

wholeheartedly, with all of myself. 

T.B. Can you remember your prayer? 

D.B. Yes, I said, “If you are there 

God, I am here, please, please, make 

yourself known to me.” 

T.B. If you are there… you had 

doubts then? 

D.B. I certainly had none next 

morning. Everything had changed. I 

was given my answer. It came in the 

form of certitude, all doubts were in 

the past. I woke to a new life. 

T.B. Was it then that you decided to 

apply for the Ministry? And did 

Penny support your application? 

D.B. It was fairly soon after, and yes, 

Penny did support me. She hadn’t 

signed up to be a vicar’s wife, but her 

support was and is unwavering. I am 

very lucky and extremely grateful. 

T.B. It must have been very hard for 

you both. Three years in theological 

college, a baby and another to come 

before you completed your training - 

how did you manage? 

D.B. I got a grant from the diocese 

but, yes, life was hard but good.  

T.B. What then? 

D.B. I was a curate in very different 

parishes, one in north London, one on 

a west London council estate, before I 

became the incumbent at The Lee. 

T.B. David, most readers of this 

Newsletter aren't church-goers, many 

will be non-believers. They lead busy, 

stressful lives. Can you think of 

anything from your Christian life that 

might help them? Avoid the word 

God if possible. 

D.B. (long pause) I’d say, stop for a 

minute, look around you in silence, 

see everything you’ve been given… 

t r u e  g r a t i t u d e  m a y  c o m e 

spontaneously. 

T.B. David, I think you’re a very 

good man. We are lucky to have you 

and Penny with us in the community, 

but this won’t stop me grilling you 

mercilessly when we come next time 

to the contentious subject of miracles. 

D.B. I look forward to it, Tony. 

For details of St John the Baptist 

Church services see http://

hilltopulpit.blogspot.co.uk/2016/05/ 

services-at-lee.html … and also on 

page 16. 
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Services for  
June  
St John the Baptist 
  1st  10:00am  MHC Revd D Burgess 

  5th 8:00am  HC Revd D Burgess 

Old Church 

   10:00am AA Mr A Eccleston 

12th  10:00am PC  Revd D Burgess 

19th  10:00am M Lay leader 

26th 10:00am  PC Minister tbc 

 

Service Key: 
HC Holy Communion (said) 

MHC Mid-week HC (said) 

PC Parish Communion (sung) 

AA All age 

M Matins 

Methodist Church 
  5th 10:00am AA Joint All Age 

Worship at St 
John the Baptist 

12th  3:00pm  177th Anniversary 
Service at Lee 
Common  
Revd Ian Thorpe  

19th 3:00pm  Anniversary 
Service at 
Winchmore Hill  

26th 3:00pm  Anniversary 
Service at High 
Street, Old 
Amersham  

 

Thank you to everyone who came 

and supported the Christian Aid/

Ugandan sale when £281.50p. was 

raised. We appreciated your support. 

 Our next Coffee morning is 

Saturday 4th June 10:30am – 12 noon. 

All welcome. 

Single tier of 
government 
won’t work  
By County Cllr Tricia Birchley 

“B 
lessed are the wealth 

creators for they shall 

inherit the bill” : so 

says  the chairman of the 

Buckinghamshire Thames Valley 

Local Enterprise Partnership. That 

said, you may be interested to know 

that job growth in the county post-

recession is second only to London; 

we  ha ve  mo re  p eop le  in 

employment than ever before and 

our claimant count has just fallen by 

a third. Bucks is the entrepreneurial 

heart of Britain and achieves the 

kind of statistics on jobs that would 

make other people green with envy! 

The business community has 

raised the suggestion of Unitary 

l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t  f o r 

Buckinghamshire. Aylesbury Vale 

District Council is particularly in 

favour and has looked at various 

options - among them joining a 

larger group of councils including 

Milton Keynes and councils in 

Northants, Oxfordshire and Bedford. 

To my mind this makes local 

government more remote. 

They have been told by the 

Communities Minister Greg Clark 

MP that all the councils within the 

county would have to agree and their 

view is not supported in the south. 

The County Council is currently 

working on an outline business case 
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Mike Lake 
Friendly & Local 

Painter & Decorator 
For that professional touch 

Interior & Exterior 

Also Property Maintenance 

For a free quotation please call:  

01494 866873 / 07723 017005 

mikelake42@talktalk.net 

and Chesham Lane 

at The Lee. Other 

local roads are due 

to be patched and 

Arrewig Lane is 

now on the list this 

summer for the Jet-

patcher. 

Once again it's the exam season 

and I would like to wish all our 

students every success in what I am 

sure will be another remarkable 

achievement for Buckinghamshire. 

Remember last year our results were at 

least 10 per cent higher than anywhere 

else! 

Please let me know if I can raise 

your concerns with officers at County 

Hall. You can contact me at 

Pbirchley@buckscc.gov.uk or on 

01296 651823.  

for one unitary authority for 

Buckinghamshire but is open- minded 

at present on the way forward. 

Remaining optimistic 
The County Council, together with 

Chiltern District Council, continues to 

support the views of local residents in 

seeking a long tunnel with HS2 

through the Chilterns AONB. They 

also support the idea of moving the 

Haul road up to the tunnel entrance at 

Bury Farm, away from the Great 

Missenden roundabout and nearer to 

Leather Lane. This would reduce the 

amount of heavy plant using the A413 

coming from the compound at Nash 

Lee Lane to the ‘trace'. We are still 

optimistic that petitioning the House 

of Lords may achieve the long tunnel 

and once again we owe everyone who 

has helped us petition our thanks. 

Roads are being mended! 
I have been out and about regularly 

inspecting the rural roads. At the 

beginning of April I had an extensive 

tour with James Bayley and Keith 

Carpenter from TfB and in May I was 

out with the new Local Area 

Technician, John Murphy. The next 

roads to be re-surfaced are Browns 

Rise, St Leonard's, and Kings Lane 
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and barricade the true course of the 

footpath, so that now to walk along the 

Chiltern Link you must climb over 

two post and rail fences.  The ‘men in 

the diesel machines’ have removed all 

traces of the true course of the 

footpath, both on their land and the 

adjoining land towards the woods, and 

created a new path bordered by fences 

that would look more at home on 

Ascot Racecourse!  We have traced 

the course of this path back to the 

1800s through old maps – now will all 

the maps will have to be re-drawn? 

Rumour is that the developers 

want to establish a poultry farm on 

the site – just like the one that used to 

be there, the one that ceased to be in 

the last century.  Interestingly the 

fences being erected have no stock-

fencing or chicken wire attached to 

them, so how are they going to stop 

dogs and wild-life entering the farm 

and killing the poultry?   

They also seem to be preparing to 

divert footpath TLE6 (the Chiltern 

Way), clearing the hedges between the 

farm and the house known as Logie.  

Watch this space – or rather that space – 

to see what happens next. 

If you don’t want to see these ‘out-

of-towners’ re-arrange our countryside 

for their own benefit please email the 

Rights of Way (RoW) Officer at Bucks 

CC and tell her we want ‘our’ footpaths 

preserved in the locations where they’ve 

been for hundreds of years.  The RoW 

officer is Rosie Taylor and her email 

address is t-rotaylor@buckscc.org .   

You can also email the Parish 

Council and insist they put pressure on 

the County Council to respect the 

wishes of the residents of this parish. 

Developers are 
going rogue   
By Andrew Jordan 

H 
ave you walked the footpaths 

across Kingsgate Farm lately?  

If you had you would know that 

the developers of Kingsgate Farm have 

diverted the footpath known as TLE44 

(the Chiltern Link), removed all the 

hedgerows bordering their land, burnt 

most of the trees and flattened the 

contours on the farm.  The bonfire 

burned for three weeks solidly, day & 

night, from just after the Easter weekend. 

Now you can stand at the top of 

the big field and see straight across the 

farm to the woods near Rabbs Cottage 

and the other way you can stand near 

Rabbs Cottage and see all the way up 

towards Kings Lane and Strawberry 

Farm.  Where are all those little wild 

animals supposed to live,  now that  

there is no greenery on Kingsgate 

Farm?  Might they live in the crops of 

the neighbouring farms, eating away at 

the profits? 

The important note here is that the 

developers seem to think it is alright to 

divert the footpath ‘to suit themselves’ 

19 

Pippa Hart 
Photography 

Natural & Informal 
Black &White 

Portraits 

01494 837340 
www.pippahart.com 

Council rings 
the changes  
By Cllr John Ford, Retiring Chairman, 
The Lee Parish Council 

A 
 few changes are in the offing 
at the Parish Council. Jo 
Jordan has stepped down as 

Parish Clerk after two and a half years 
in the position. The Council is very 
grateful for all the work she has done in 
keeping us on an even keel after a rapid 
turnover of clerks in 2013, a situation 
not dissimilar to England football 
managers or cricket captains in the not 
too distant past. She has also been very 
influential in helping to re-shape how 
the Council is organised, in particular 
how responsibilities for roads, 
footpaths and maintaining parish assets 
are delegated and co-ordinated amongst 
the various Councillors. 

The new Clerk is Liz van Hullen, 
currently Clerk of next door 
Chartridge. She will become Clerk to 
both councils, a situation that is 
increasingly common as more 
responsibility is devolved to Parish 
Councils. The Council looks forward to 
benefitting from her experience and 
exploring ways that we might work 
more closely with Chartridge and other 
Parish Councils. We wish Jo all the 
best for her full retirement and Liz for 
her new job. 

As a coda to all this I have also 
stepped down as Chairman. Having 
been in post since May 2008 I think it 
is time for a change at the top.  

Colin Sully has been elected as my 
replacement. He is well known in the 
village and I am sure will do a great 
job. Please join me in also wishing him 
all the very best. 

I will remain as a Parish Councillor 
until May 2017, when after the best 
part of 22 years as a District and Parish 
Councillor it will finally be time to 
hang up my political boots. 

The new Chairman: Colin Sully 
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(some of these may be in offices and 

buildings as opposed to the Public 

Access boxes like ours). Search for 

“Save a Life” on the App Store. 

This machine 
saves lives  
By Pippa Hart 

A 
 PAD (Public Access Defibril-

lator) was installed at the Lee 

Parish Hall in early May and 

is now registered with the South Cen-

tral Ambulance Service (SCAS). The 

code for the box is kept by the Ambu-

lance Service and will automatically 

be given to anyone calling 999 who 

needs access. The advice from the 

ambulance service is that the code is 

not freely distributed as in villages 

where this has happened there have 

been a number of instances where 

someone has raced for the defibrillator 

BUT failed to call 999 at all! 999 will 

always be able to direct you to the 

nearest PAD from your postcode when 

you call them. 

The ambulance service have of-

fered to come and give demonstrations 

on how to use the defibrillators, and 

further information will be given when 

we have organised an initial date for 

this.  

In the not too distant future the 

SCAS hope to have a system which 

automatically alerts up to 10 numbers 

after a 999 call is made that needs our 

defibrillator, and sends a text – either 

on a landline or mobile - alerting 

named volunteers in the village that 

the defibrillator is needed at a local 

address. 

For anyone with an Iphone or Ipad 

there is a free downloadable App 

which shows all of the PADs in the 

South Central Ambulance Service area 

of Bucks, Berks, Oxon and Hants 

Springtime cure 
for the blues  
By Reina Free 

S 
tiff-legged I am walking along 
my beloved Kings Lane. I'm 
stiff-legged because I have only 

just come back from a 20-hour coach 
trip each way from Lake Como. 

As I had not been well for several 
weeks because of the notorious virus I 
decided to ‘snap out’ of it and it 
worked. 

Back here the sun is shining, the 
sky is blue and the birds are chasing 
each other and singing. Lapwings are 
diving across the fields and chasing the 
red kites and crows. 

I know I go on and on about things 
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often repeating myself. Please excuse 
me because I just can't help myself. 

Very interestingly it strikes me as I 
write that one of the cherry trees down 
the lane is in full bloom, but his 
neighbour is still thinking about it. 
Sadly the one close to our house which 
last year had one last flowering branch 
is now completely dead. 

Never before have I seen so many, 
many bluebells, along the lane, in the 
woods and along the hedgerows -- 
among them a profusion of all kinds of 
flowers in colours of white and yellow. 

On 3rd May I had to go to London to 
the Dutch Embassy in Hyde Park Gate 
for a new passport. What a difference 
with Kings Lane, so many cars and 
buses. So many people in a hurry, 
stressed and harassed. So much noise! It 
overwhelmed and confused me. 

How very blessed we are living 
here. Just stop for a moment, put down 
the newspaper or whatever and enjoy 
this beautiful time of year. 

I do not know the reason why but in 
Kings Ash the swallows were late! The 
first one arrived on 8th May and more 
were seen today swooping and diving 
across the field. 

On the 5th May the people of 
Holland celebrated ‘Bevryding Dag’ – 
the day of liberation from the Germans 
at the end of WW2 by the British, 
American, Canadian and Polish armies. 
I remember it well -- the joy and relief 
or freedom yet at the cost of millions of 
human lives. 

It is good to remember and to give 
thanks, especially to God who each 
year faithfully recreates this 
spectacular miracle of Spring. Because 
it is a miracle which man often tries to 
destroy, mostly for the sake of money 
and prestige like the dreaded HS2. 



22 

 

HOUSE TO LET FOR HOLIDAYS 

IN SOUTH OF FRANCE 
 

New 3 bedroom house on small château 
development with communal pool in 
quiet Languedoc village. Sleeps 6. 
5 minutes walk to shops, café, etc. 

Near Mediterranean beaches, 

mountains, lakes, caves, markets. 
 

For details and availability call 837596 
or email jasv0905@btinternet.com 

Don’t let con 
men siphon 
off your wine!  
By Thames Valley Police  

A 
 new form of investment fraud 
is targeting members of the 
public who are seeking to sell 

their wine investment. Fraudsters agree 
to purchase the victim’s wine but 
instead transfer the stock into their own 
account without paying and then are 
thought to be selling it on to other 
unsuspecting victims.  

This is how it works  
Fraudsters set up fake companies 

and websites as well as exploit the 
names of legitimate established 

Cows vote 
with their feet  
By Jon Swain, The Lee Cricket Club  

S 
now, pitch invasions, talented 
youngsters performing well…
it was business as usual at 

Manor Park as the cricket season got 
under way.  

Our outfield mower broke down 
when trying to deal with the 
exceptionally long grass after the 
mild winter. Somebody saw it 
stranded near the fence and clearly 
decided to try and steal it during the 
night. So they cut the fencing before 
realising it couldn’t be moved. They 
forgot to repair the fence before 
leaving, so the cattle in The Park 
decided to have a look at the cricket 
ground. The soft ground meant hoof 
prints all over the ground, plus some 
widely-distributed fertiliser. Luckily 
they are well-behaved, cricket-loving 
cattle, as they kept off the square.  

The club is in a very healthy 
state, with much enthusiasm 
supporting the junior teams and 
plenty of opportunities for all in 
playing league cricket. Early results 
demonstrate room for improvement 
but better availability after exams 

will help there. The ground and its 
surrounds are now looking at their best; 
what a joy to play in such a beautiful 
setting. Visit the club website at 
www.thelee.org.uk and if you would 
like to play get in contact. New players 
of all abilities are most welcome.  
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KINGSHILL 
CARS FOR ALL OCCASIONS 

CHILTERNS 

AIRPORTS 

LONDON 

01494 868699 
Email: bookings@kingshillcars.co.uk 

companies to facilitate this fraud. They 
cold-call the victims and offer to 
purchase their wine for significantly 
more than the actual market value.  

Fraudulent documents such as 
purchase agreements are used to 
facilitate the fraud and are sent to the 
victims via post and email. Some 
fraudsters have gone as far as setting up 
fake escrow services in order to fool 
the potential sellers that the payments 
have been transferred.  

The fraudsters send the victims 
instructions to transfer their wine into 
storage accounts held within legitimate 
bonded warehouses. The victims are 
informed that upon doing this they will 
be paid the agreed amount. The use of 
storage accounts held within legitimate 
bonded warehouses adds an air of 
legitimacy to the process but in actual 
fact these storage accounts are 
controlled by the fraudsters.  

Once the wine is transferred into 
the new storage accounts the suspects 
break off all contact with the victims. 
The wine is then moved again, 
normally within days and often abroad, 
and, needless to say, the victim never 
receives the money from the agreed 
sale. 

Check before you sell  
Escrow services are regulated by 

the FCA under the Payment Services 
Directive 2009. Only deal with a 
registered Authorised Payment 
Institution. You can check the FCA 
register at www.fca.org.uk/register. 
Consider seeking independent legal 
and/or financial advice before making a 
decision. 

If you have been affected by this or 
any other scam, report it to Action 
Fraud by calling 0300 123 2040, or 
visiting www.actionfraud.police.uk. 

THE VERMINATOR 

WE WILL ALSO PROOF YOUR 

HOUSE/PREMISES TO STOP THEM 

COMING BACK 

Pest control servicesPest control servicesPest control servicesPest control services    

TIM SIMMONS IS  

WASPS 

GLIS-GLIS 

SQUIRREL 

RATS  

MICE 

MOLES 

ALL 

INSECTS 

FOXES 

RABBITS 

AND    

ANTS 

FAST FRIENDLY SERVICEFAST FRIENDLY SERVICEFAST FRIENDLY SERVICEFAST FRIENDLY SERVICE    

LOW PRICES - HIGH QUALITY 

07734649305 
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any help with your entries call our 

dedicated help line on 837550. 

The committee is now in the 

process of organising the fun for the 

day: the music and laughter, the heat 

and the dust, the stalls and the 

sideshows, the sun and the rain… 

If any of you would like to 

experience that extra frisson of 

helping on the day, or leading up to 

it, do please call me on 837450.  

The Lee 
Flower Show  
Saturday 16th July 2016 
By Jonathan Batten 

E 
very man, woman and child 

in the Parish and outlying 

wastelands will have now 

received their copy of the flower 

show schedule delivered personally 

to their door. 

If you haven’t seen it or prefer to 

work from a screen then go to the 

village website: www.thelee.org.uk/ 

and follow the links to the flower 

show pages. 

Do please take the time to read it 

through to see which classes you and 

your family can enter. If you need 

Bridge too far? 

A 
t our table, South played the 

contract in 5♦, with an 

opening lead of 4♥. The 

contract made. 

N.B. 3 NT played by North does not 

make when East leads 6♠. 
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HOLIDAY HOME TO LET 
IN SPAIN 

GAUCIN - ANDALUCIA 

3 Bedroom property with pool 

in the hilltop white village of Gaucin. 

Stunning views of Mediterranean, 

Gibraltar and Moroccan Hills. 

Ring now for availability 

Tel. 01494 837602 
www.casa-mirador.com 

 

Great Missenden 
A warm, friendly sheltered house for 

the elderly in the picturesque centre of 

the village. 

Come and take a look and see for yourself 

and have a chat with Julie Butler. 

Tel: 01494 865026 or  

email for a brochure: 

info@abbeyfieldgreatmissenden.co.uk 

Find out more on our website: 

www.abbeyfield.com 

Abbeyfield is a charity and a 

not for profit organisation 

 

Carpets Ltd 

CARPETS, VINYL AND 

WOOD FLOORING 

SUPPLIED AND FITTED 

9-11 STATION APPROACH 

GREAT MISSENDEN 

01494 862125 

Cromar 

Weekly cream 
teas off menu  
(but Old Church Trust teas 

still going strong)  
By Rod Neal, Churchwarden 

F 
ollowing much deliberation by 

the PCC it has been decided 

that the church unfortunately 

will not be running its usual cream 

teas this summer, due to the 

competing demands of many other 

local events and the difficulty in 

raising teams for the relevant 11 

Sundays. It may be however that we 

will run a special Cream Tea to round 

off the summer months on Sunday 

28th August -- details to be announced 

in the July issue.  

However, do not despair - this will 

not affect the cream teas arranged by 

The Lee Old Church Trust on Sunday 

19th June and Sunday 17th July.  

So for those with capacity for 

consumption and production of these 

marvellous teas, why not conserve 

your energies for the Church Fete on 

Saturday 18th June and the Lee Flower 

Show on Saturday 16th July?  
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The fastest way to let everyone in the 
Parish know about an event you are 
arranging is to publish it right here in 
the Newsletter. Contact the Editor by 
the 12th of the previous month (see 
contact details on page 1). 

June 
Thursday 2nd. Ballinger Horticultural 

Society. ‘Hidden Gardens (City of 

London)’. 8:00 pm. 

Saturday 4th. Coffee morning at Lee 

Common Methodist Church. All 

welcome. 

Saturday 4th. Concert at St Mary's 

Church Wendover. Programme 

includes Faure Requiem, Gluck's 

Ballet music for Don Juan, with the 

Oxford Sinfonia conducted by Peter 

Bassano and soloists,: Nika Goric and 

Baritone: Angus McPhee. Tickets 

from info@stmaryswendover.org.uk 

and nettynicholson@me.com  

Monday 6th. The Lee Walking Group 

- starting at 9:30 am. 

Thursday 9th. CRAG meeting at the 

Parish Hall: 8:00 pm. 

THE LEEWAY – YOUR 

VILLAGE SUPPORT TEAM 
If you have difficulty getting to your 
doctor or the hospital, doing your 

shopping or would like a home visit and 
a friendly chat, then please ring: 

 01494 837177 

Mon - Fri: 10 am - 4 pm. Sat: 10 am - 
12 noon. Please give us reasonable notice 
of your requirement to help us organise it. 

Saturday 11th. Open garden in aid of 
Scanappeal at Garden Cottage, Cherry 
Tree Lane, Lee Common: 2:00 pm - 
5:00 pm. 
Saturday 18th. The Lee Church Fête. 
See page 1. 
Sunday 19th. Cream teas arranged by 
The Lee Old Church Trust. 
Sunday 26th. Vocal Lees presents a 
selection of light classical pieces, jazz 
and swing; 4:00 pm at The Old Church, 
The Lee. 
Thursday 30th. Ballinger DFAS. ‘The 
Golden Age of Mexican Painting’. 
8:00 pm. Non members welcome, just 
pay £6 at the door . 

Coming Soon 
Saturday 2nd July. Coffee Morning at 
Lee Common Methodist Church. 
Tuesday 5th July. The Lee Walking 
Group - starting at 9:30 am. 
Thursday 7 t h  July.  Ball inger 
Horticultural Society. ‘Fuchsias’. 
8:00 pm. 
Tuesday 12th July. The Lee Parish 
Council Meeting. 8:00 pm at the 
Parish Hall. 
Thursday 14th July. CRAG meeting at 
the Parish Hall: 8:00 pm. 
Saturday 16th July. The Lee Flower 
Show and Dance. See page 24. 
Sunday 17th July. Cream teas arranged 
by The Lee Old Church Trust. 
Sunday 17th July. Chiltern Cycling 
Festival. See page 13.  
Saturday 20th August. ‘Pusatillas’ - a 
revue and comedy group. An evening 
of fun and entertainment at Ballinger 
Hall. Start time (t.b.c.) Tickets £15 to 
include drinks and canapés, on sale 
from 1st June from Anne Ellis at 
anne.ellis@blackraven.co.uk 
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Rates 9 am - 1 

pm 

6 pm - 

midnight 
Mon - Fri £30 or £10/ £45 or £10/hr 
Sat/Sun £12/hr £70 
Bank Holiday £12/hr £70 

The Newsletter 

T 
he Lee Newsletter is published 
10 times a year and distributed 
free to all households in the 

parish. The views expressed in it are 
not necessarily those of the Editor. 

We welcome original letters and 
articles of general interest and 
relevance to The Lee. Copy should be 
sent to theleenewsletter@googlemail. 
com or, if on paper, to the Editor of 
the month (see page 1) by the 12th of 
each month. 

Letters should ideally run to no 
more than 200 words and articles to 
700 words; material may be edited and 
may also appear on the village website 
www.thelee.org.uk unless consent is 
specifically withheld. Anonymous 
contributions are not accepted. 

To advertise or place an insert, 

please contact Paul Apicella on 837377 

by the 12th of the previous month. 
If you have photographs for 

publication please contact Jonathan 
Batten on 01494 837450 or email 
battenjonathan@hotmail.com. 

Other members of the Editorial 
team: Peter Archer, Jo Jordan, Gilbert 
Nockles, Jen Ogley,  Viv Robins, Trish 
Swain, Colin Sully and Barnaby 
Usborne. 

Printed by Strongs:  01442 878592. 

To book the Parish Hall 

or Scout Hut 
 

’phone Anne Barnett on 837796 
 

Car park only £10 

Crockery/cutlery £15 (hire outside the hall) 

By Colin Sully 

D 
o you want to contribute to 

village life but have limited 

time available? 

Do you have the skills to update and 

upload simple webpages? Perhaps you 

even know Perl? 

Then you could provide invaluable 

help with some website-related 

activities for The Lee Forum and 

website. 

None of these activities is 

particularly time-consuming but some 

‘web-literacy’ is needed. Over a 

period of time there might also be an 

opportunity to modestly improve or 

develop the existing website. 

If you think this might be of 

interest, you will find further details at 

www.thelee.org.uk/web2016.pdf or 

send an email to colin@thelee.org.uk 

or give me a call on 837 760. 

Your website 
and Forum 


