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We must capture these memories and 

not let them be forgotten. 

The next edition of the Newsletter 

is September. Please send your 

material by August 12th  to Viv Robins 

at theleenewsletter@googlemail.com 

or as hard copy to Crocketts. 

From the Editor 
By Gilbert Nockles 

T 
he sun is shining! Will it last? 

Will the plague, pestilence and 

poverty promised if we leave 

the EU engulf us before the end of the 

week? Or will we continue to enjoy 

our beautiful tranquil area before the 

bulldozers, complete with hard-hatted, 

high-viz jacketed gents from Downing 

Street, arrive? Hark though, it is 

Sunday morning and I hear a noisy 

lawnmower... grrrrrrrrrrr. 

The Lee summer season is in full 

swing. We have some super pictures 

from the recent church fête and the 

Flower Show is just a few weeks away. 

The regular articles by Revd David 

Burgess have now been replaced with a 

series of thought provoking interviews. 

Let us know what you think. 

It is a time of sadness as the 100th 

anniversary of Fromelles occurs this 

month and Laurence Binyon’s immortal 

words “We will remember them” still 

resonate. We take the opportunity to 

reprint an extract from an earlier article 

by Mike Senior. It is at times like this 

that the midgets of Westminster appear 

as transient mayflies... here today 

forgotten tomorrow. 

We continue with a second article 

in the series of history at first hand. 

For The Lee, Lee Common, Hunts Green, Kings Ash and Swan Bottom 

July 2016 

THE

LEE 

July 19th 1916: 
100 years on 
An extract from an earlier Newsletter 

article by Mike Senior 

D 
uring the First World War, 

casualties from The Lee were 

not spread evenly over the 

four years of war. Until July 1916 

only one man had been killed. In July 

1916, however, a major attack took 

place on the Western Front involving 

men from the village.  

It was the outcome of that attack 

that made July 1916 the blackest 

month of the war for The Lee. 

The battle of Fromelles 

The great Allied offensive of the 

Somme had been launched on 1st July 

1916. Information had reached the 

Allied Commander in Chief that the 

Germans had transferred troops from 

Northern France to act as re-

inforcements on the Somme. It was 
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disastrous for the whole operation and 

particularly for the 2nd Bucks Battalion 

and for the men of The Lee… When 

they made their assault they were cut 

down in No Man’s Land by the 

German machine guns.  

While fighting continued through 

the night of 19th/20th July the attack 

was officially called off at 5:00 am 

and the Allied troops – those who 

could make it – were ordered back to 

their lines. The operation lasted some 

fourteen hours. During that time, the 

Australians lost 5,550 men and the 

British 1,550. The Germans lost fewer 

than 2,000. The trench lines were 

exactly the same after the attack as 

they had been at the beginning. 

The 2nd Bucks Battalion lost half 

its men during the Fromelles attack. 

Service with a personal touch 
Hand picked designer frames 

Contact Lens Specialist 
Retinal Scanning 
Family Friendly 

Feel free to walk in at any time 

(our late night opening is on 

Wednesdays) or contact us at: 

Chiltern Opticians Ltd. 

75 High Street Great Missenden 

Bucks HP16 0AL 

01494 868496 

info@chilternopticians.com 

www.chilternopticians.com 

essential that such transfers should be 

stopped and it was decided by the 

Commander in Chief to make a 

diversionary attack some forty miles 

north of the Somme to keep the German 

troops pinned down in that sector.  

The place selected for this attack 

was Fromelles, a few miles south of 

Armentieres in French Flanders… the 

British Division chosen for the attack 

included the men from The Lee 

serving with the 2nd Bucks Battalion. 

Five days of artillery bombardments 

preceded the ground-force attack 

which began at 6:00 pm on the 

evening of 19th July. 

Critical failures 
But these crucial arti l lery 

bombardments failed – the result of 

inexperienced gunners and poor 

weather… This failure proved to be 

Arnold Morris and family 
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Among the casualties were nine 

men from The Lee. Ralph and Arthur 

Brown, brothers from Oxford Street; 

Sydney Dwight of Lee Common; 

Harry Harding of Kingswood; 

Arnold Morris from Field End Lane; 

Charles Phipps, the son of the vicar; 

Harry Pratt, also from Oxford Street; 

Percy Price of The Swan and Edward 

Sharp of Kingswood Cottages were 

all killed. 

Of the thirty Lee men who lost 

their lives during the war, one third 

was killed in the month of July 1916. 

100 years on 
A series of commemorations will  

take place in Fromelles during the 

period from 14th to 20th July. Three 

groups of Bucks residents will be 

attending, including many from The 

Lee and a group of 20 local cyclists. 

HS2 update 
By Simon Morris, Chairman, Chiltern 

Ridges HS2 Action Group 

T 
he case for HS2 has not been 

going well for the Government 

recently.  As you will 

remember, originally HS2 was all 

about speed and the great advantages 

for business people being able to get to 

Birmingham from London twenty 

minutes faster. That argument got 

side-lined rapidly when it was pointed 

out that trains were actually an 

alternative office for most business 

travellers and, as some honestly 

admitted, the extra time would just 

allow them to get out of bed later. 
Then George Osborne came up 

with his concept of the Northern 
Powerhouse for industry, with the 

Play like your heroes: 

rock, blues, slide and folk

 

Electric guitar and bass, plus 
acoustic guitar:  

lessons in your own home 

Introductory lesson free: 
teenage, mature or senior 

No need to read music, we use 
tablature – much simpler! 

Call Marcus on  
01494 837392 or 07841 670174 

Charles Phipps 
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objective of winning more seats in 
Parliament in the north. So far that has 
translated into one extra Tory seat in the 
North of England. This is not 
surprising. Common sense tells us that 
building a straight line railway from A 
to B is not going to generate a 
powerhouse of industry. The internet is 
far more likely to be a generator of 
business. Now the academics have 
confirmed our doubts. Tony May, 
Emeritus Professor in Transport 
Engineering at Leeds University, and a 
team of academics have published a 
report stating that HS2 will fail to meet 
three of its four objectives. Only 
capacity increases will be achieved. It 
will not regenerate the North, or reduce 
climate impacts or increase connections 
and, at five times the cost per kilometre 
of high speed rail in France, it raises 
serious doubts about the economic case 
for building it. 

Inter-city connectivity? 
Then Osborne broadened his 

argument on the Northern Powerhouse 
and further increased his spending plans 
to hasten its arrival. He decided to 
improve the connections between the 
cities in the north and HS3 was 
announced. This is believed to have 
been inspired by the example of the 
Randstad in the Netherlands and the 
Rhine/Ruhr in Germany, two areas 
which each have a number of cities 
located close to each other and where 
the economic activity is more 
productive than their respective national 
economies. Sadly for Osborne a report 
has just been published of research 
done on these two centres and the 

transport links between them. It shows 
that commuting between the cities in 
these two regions is not much more 
than across city regions in the north of 
England and nor are the trains much 
quicker. Their success seems to be from 
concentrating the economic activity in 
the cities. One of the ways to do this is 
to increase the pool of skilled labour in 
the cities, not to provide high speed rail 
so they can commute to London. The 
real lesson for HS2 is that decisions on 
infrastructure projects must not be 
motivated by politics. The mistakes that 
result are just too expensive on our 
purse and on our environment. 

Revised case for tunnelling 
I mentioned in last month’s 

Newsletter that CRAG, the local 
councils and other action groups had 
been busy putting together a revised 
case for a full tunnel through the 
Chilterns. A detailed analysis has been 
prepared  to show that the value of the  
benefits  of a full tunnel would far 
outweigh the additional cost, which is 
believed to be rather less than HS2 
Ltd’s estimate for it. The important 
point now is to persuade the House of 
Lords Select Committee that a proper 
evaluation of the benefits must be 
considered. In the past HS2 Ltd has 
avoided giving values to benefits, has 
emphasised the cost increases and 
stated that in their judgment the extra 
costs do not make a full tunnel 
worthwhile.  It is difficult to trust such 
an opinion when the motivations for 
the development of HS2 are so 
politically charged. 

In the balance… 
As we go to press, we are waiting 

to hear the result of the defences of 

the challenges to locus (the right to 
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petition) made by HS2 Ltd against 

over 50% of the petitioners to the 

House of Lords. We are hopeful that 

CRAG and the MPs will succeed in 

defeating the challenges. A positive 

result for most individual petitioners 

is much more unlikely. 

By the time you read this we 

should also know whether the House 

of Lords is prepared to listen to 

petitions which request changes – such 

as extra tunnelling – which, the 

Promoter argues would require an 

Additional Provision to the Bill and for 

it to then go back to the House of 

Commons. It is not at all clear that 

their Lordships will permit this. 

You can of course find out all the 

answers at the next CRAG public 

meeting on 14th July. 

 
 

Longcroft Luxury Cat Hotel, 
at Winchmore Hill, provides 

boutique five star 
accommodation for your cats. 

 

Fully licensed with 6 
sumptuous bedrooms, 

spacious play areas, room 
service and plenty of playtime, 
you can rest assured that your 
cats will be having the time of 
their lives whilst you enjoy 

your time away. 
 

 
 

Extensive menu of guest 
services, including home 

cooked food, regular updates, 
tailored packages and 

exclusive treatment options. 
 

Full details at 
www.longcroftcathotel.co.uk 
Call Emma on 01494 372 371 
or email her at winchmorehill@ 

longcroftcathotel.co.uk 

Pet of the 
month No. 13 

R 
uby is a Basset fauvre de 

Bretagne and she came to live 

in The Lee after her previous 

owner went into a nursing home. She 

is 9 years old and a little on the larger-

size (aren’t we all?) and now loves 

going out for walkies and simply loves 

all the other dogs. 
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Bridge too far? 
By Liz Ford et al 

T 
his hand occurred during our 

weekly bridge evening. How 

would you bid and play this 

interesting hand? 

 

♠ A Q J 

♥ 2 

♦ J 6 5 

♣ A K J 10 8 2 

♠ 10              ♠ 9 8 4 3  

♥ A K 8 6 5 4 3              ♥ J 9 7 

♦ 9 7              ♦ K Q 4 

♣ Q 6 3                     ♣ 9 5 4 

♠ K 7 6 5 2 

♥ Q 10 

♦ A 10 8 3 2 

♣ 7 
 

Dealer: South 

Vulnerability: All 

 

Turn to page 13 to see which 

contract we played in and whether or 

not it made. 

Your Letters 
To the Editor: 

As you may know, my husband Ted 

died on the 19th May 2016 after a time 

of ill health which for such a vital man 

seemed endless, though for us who 

knew that we were losing him and 

loved him so was precious time. I 

write today to thank everyone so much 

for your prayers and for all the cards, 

flowers and great love which has 

surrounded our family these last few 

months. Obviously it has been an 

extraordinarily sad time for us all and I 

would like you to know that all your 

support gave Ted much comfort. For 

myself and family your care has 

helped us to cope a little with our 

grief. Thank you all so very much. 

Bette Brumpton 

The Lee 

 

To The Editor: 

I would like to move away from my 

normal newsletter slot in order to 

thank the many generous individuals 

who kindly donated towards the new 

boiler at St John The Baptist. 

Many of you will know that the 

whole process stretched out over 

several months because of unexpected 

difficulties and costs, but because of 

your generosity those extra costs have 

now largely been offset.  

I can’t say that the boiler will get 

much use in the summer! But come 

the autumn and winter we will be in 

the position to benefit from our new 

facility and again be grateful to those 

who contributed. 

Revd David Burgess 

The Lee 

 

The Lee Millennium Diary 
To the Editor: 
We have in our possession The Lee 

Millennium Book which was compiled 

in 2000 by a group of talented local 

scribes and artists. The book relates 

village life across the months of the 

year with features on local people, 

activities and customs. It really is a 

work of art and a unique slice of 

village life and history. It comes with 

a very well-crafted wooden display 

case which can be locked. Since Mike 
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A.S.K Gardens &  

Property  

Maintenance  
 

 

* Full garden maintenance  

   is offered all year round  

* All types of hard and soft  

   landscaping undertaken  

* Free estimates, fully insured &  

   competitive rates  

* Services include: leaf clearing,  

   patio cleaning 

* All rubbish removed. 
 

Contact the team on:  

M: 07765010457  

W: 01494 862941  

E: keeble165@btinternet.com  

Kingsgate Farm (the old chicken farm 

at Lee Gate). 

There is some dispute about the 

boundaries and track that leads to the 

farm from Chesham Lane, through 

Ferndown and we are looking to 

clarify the facts. 

There is a public footpath involved 

in the dispute and we are wondering if 

anyone who has been here for many 

years can clarify the old positions of 

the footpaths and tracks and tell us of 

any changes that they know of. 

For information we have been 

informed by the developers that they 

are intending to re-introduce a poultry 

farm on the site of Kingsgate Farm.  

Please email us if you have any 

information. 

Peter and Jo Jordan 

Lee Gate 

jopeterjordan4539@hotmail.com 

and Jenny Senior left the village it has 

sat in our utility room. The diary is 

available on-line through the village 

website but ideally I think it should 

also be available to be on show 

somewhere, or kept in a place which is 

both secure and accessible.  

Has anyone any suggestions where 

that could be? The parish church, old 

church or parish hall might be 

candidates but I don’t know what is 

practicable.  

An alternative could be to place it 

in a local museum for example in 

Chesham or in the county archives in 

Aylesbury but once placed there I 

doubt that it could be taken out.  

The purpose of this letter is to 

gauge how much interest there is in 

seeing it in the vellum (so to speak.)  

Any thoughts gratefully received. 

John Ford 

Rabbs 

 

To the Editor: 

We are searching for information 

about the tracks and footpaths around 
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Mike Lake 
Friendly & Local 

Painter & Decorator 
For that professional touch 

Interior & Exterior 

Also Property Maintenance 

For a free quotation please call:  

01494 866873 / 07723 017005 

mikelake42@talktalk.net 

Defibrillator 

By Pippa Hart 

W 
e have arranged a 

Defibrillator Awareness 

Session in the Parish Hall 

at 7:00 pm on Monday 11th  July. The 

session will last for about an hour and 

a half and will be taken by Dick 

Tracey who is Development Manager 

for community defibrillators for the 

South Central Ambulance Service. 
If you would like to book a place 

on the course please let me know -
pippahart@freeuk.com or call 01494 
837340. There is no charge, but the 
Parish Hall will be making a donation 
to the South Central Ambulance 
Service League of Friends – in 
particular to fund-raise for a new piece 
of software which would be linked to 
999 and which would alert up to ten 

Cows vote with their feet scheduled taxi service at a shared fare 
rate for people who would like to 
travel to Great Missenden leaving Lee 
Common or The Lee at 08.30. 

I believe there is a forum for the 
Lee which I would like to communicate 
with and maybe appoint an agent in the 
village who will help spread the word. 
There is also probably co-ordination 
that could be done with doctors, 
dentists, etc. to support a convenient 
and inexpensive service. It could also 
be used during school holidays to 
transport teenagers to Gt Missenden.  

With co-ordination the aim would 
be to fill the car both ways and reduce 
the fares. 

If anyone is interested please 
contact me on 01494 863399. 
Anna Brazil 

Great Missenden 

To the Editor: 

Not that well behaved cattle! Some of 

them found their way from the cricket 

field through my open back gate into 

my garden and left deep hoof prints on 

the lawn. I was in London for the day 

and on returning was mystified until 

The Lee grapevine explained what had 

happened. No matter: all now repaired, 

and I rather admire their spirit of 

adventure.  
Diana Morley 
Ladygrove 

 
To the Editor: 

I am presently talking to the head of 
Lee Common School about taxi 
transport to the school. One of the 
things that I  would l ike to 
communicate to people living in The 
Lee is our willingness to provide a 
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The Dog House 

DOG GROOMING PARLOUR 

All dogs large and small 

Contact Lynda on 01494 867149 

lyn1st@aol.com 

City and Guilds qualified. 

Fully insured. 

History at first 
hand No. 2 
‘The kiss’ - meeting with 

Mussolini 
By Mariella Hayward-Cook 

O 
n 21st April  1924 Mussolini 

marched into Rome at the 

invitation of King Vittorio 

Emanuele III. The majority of Italians 

were very happy to see that at last 

someone had the courage to take over 

a dying nation. “We all prayed for his 

success,” said my mother. And so 

Duce’s work started: he reclaimed the 

Pontine Marches, thus eradicating 

malaria,  and giving him the 

opportunity to create more railroads, 

bridges, sport stadiums, schools, 

orphanages and housing and also to 

develop the hydroelectric power and 

steel industries and much more. 

Unemployment fell and slowly Italy 

was reviving. There were no riots or 

beggars on the streets, the roads were 

s p o t l e s s  a n d  t h e  c o u n t r y ’ s 

infrastructure started to work - for 

many Italians it was working well. 

Even Pope Pius XI referred to 

Mussolini as “the man providence has 

sent us”. Everything was fine in spite 

of living under a dictatorship, albeit 

one which many thought was a 

benevolent one! 

In April 1931, I was seven years 

old and at school in the Marche region 

of Italy. We were very excited because 

trained recipients by text when their 
local Defibrillator is needed at a 
specific address – thus negating the 
need for the 999 caller to leave their 
home and cardiac patient. 
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we were going to Ancona – the capital 

of the Marche – because Benito 

Mussolini, our Duce, was coming to 

visit. Early the following morning, in 

perfect school uniform, we made the 

short journey to Ancona where we 

were lined up on the main street 

where the procession would take 

place. The crowd was enormous. 

Everyone wanted to see our leader. 

We recognised his voice, thanks to 

the radio, but nobody had ever seen 

what he looked like. I remember 

singing some patriotic hymns, 

laughing and feeling a heightened 

sense of joy. Then my teacher came 

to me with a bunch of flowers, which 

I was supposed to give to the Duce. 

My heart started to beat furiously, but 

I didn’t say anything. I took the 

flowers with certain trepidation and 

waited. Suddenly I heard, “The Duce 

is coming”.  

Mamma mia! What shall I do? I 

looked at my teacher who, smiling, 

said, “Don’t worry”.  

I saw the Duce stopping to talk to 

people in the crowd and as he 

approached he noticed me with the 

flowers. Slowly, but deliberately, he 

came towards me and stood staring 

and smiling. I think I must have 

MARTIN THE MILKMAN 

Doorstep delivery of fresh 

milk, dairy produce, bread, 

eggs, fruit juices and more. 

To place an order call 

01442 833944 

PHONES MANNED 4 PM – 6 PM 
ANSWERPHONE AT OTHER TIMES 

frozen. “You are the most beautiful 

girl. Are those for me?” Without 

uttering a word, I gave him the 

flowers. He then picked me up and 

kissed me on my forehead. A few 

weeks later I went home and told my 

parents that I had seen the Duce. “He 

kissed me,” I said excitedly. “Oh,” 

said my mother, “Why you?”  

“Oh, because I gave him the 

flowers.” 

“Did you like him?” she asked. 

“Yes”.  

 And that was that - nobody spoke 

of it again.  

 Towards the end of 1939, when I 

was 16 years old, we started to see 

cracks in the system. We became 

frightened and my father changed 

from a very happy person to a worried 

man. Mussolini began to forge a path 

towards Nazi Germany and the system 

began to feel like a true dictatorship – 

totalitarian. This was not what we, 

Italians, expected. The final straw for 
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Pippa Hart 
Photography 

Natural & Informal 
Black &White 

Portraits 

01494 837340 
www.pippahart.com 

millions of us, who by now were 

beginning to feel totally disillusioned, 

was the news that Mussolini was 

working to create an alliance with 

Hitler. In June 1940 Nazi Germany 

swept through Europe. It was the 

beginning of the end! Rome was full 

of German soldiers. The Jews who 

lived in Italy were terrified – we were 

all terrified. Thankfully, after much 

suffering, evil was overcome. The rest 

is history.  

 So, what began with such hope 

and with a kiss from a charismatic 

leader resulted in much suffering as 

the belief in his own power, corrupted. 

If you have a story to tell contact 

Anthea Hartley: 01494 837372 or e-

mail: bassibones@yahoo.co.uk 

Mervyn’s 
Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaning Services 

Independent carpet cleaning 
specialist with over 30 years 

experience. 

CARPETS. UPHOLSTERY. 
RUGS. HARD FLOOR. 

CARPET PROTECTION. 
FULLY INSURED. 

Friendly and reliable service. 
Most work by recommendation. 

Environmentally friendly  
cleaning materials. 

For a no obligation quote ’phone 
01525 371724 or 07975 847027 
Email: mersu@btinternet.com 

Tombola 
collection 
By Marilyn Burroughs 

Y 
our village scout group would 

appreciate it if, this year, 

residents of Potter Row and 

Swan Bottom could leave their Flower 

Show tombola donations at The Lee 

Shop during week beginning Monday 

4th July. This will help our collection 

team, since in recent years it has 

proved difficult to reach outlying areas 

in one dedicated evening. 

Tins and bottles of all kinds are 

most welcome, as are small gifts; but 

please do not give clothes, jumble or 

broken items - our tombola stall is our 

only fundraising event and our 

reputation for quality is important! Our 

grateful thanks go to those who have 

given with such generosity in the past. 
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The Lee Parish 
Council news 
By Liz van Hullen, Parish Clerk 

Volunteer Task Force 

T 
o date, seven parishioners 

have volunteered to join the 

task force to undertake 

minor maintenance tasks on parish 

assets.  

Minor repair work has been 

undertaken recently by the Task 

Force at the fort in the playground 

and at the gate from the allotments 

onto Oxford Street. Further work is 

being planned and more volunteers 

are welcome. For details please 

contact the Parish Clerk (see below). 

Bridge too far? 
Our bidding: 

 

  S       W      N   E 

Pass      3♥    Dbl Pass 

  3♠    Pass    4♠ Pass 

Pass    Pass 
 

Opening lead A♥ 

 

1st  attempt went one down; 

2nd  attempt contract made. 

Notice Boards 
There are three parish notice 

boards – one at the Swan Bottom 

crossroads, one just off The Lee green 

and one at the Parish Hall. 

In order to make room for the new 

defibrillator (see May Newsletter), the 

notice board at the Parish Hall is being 

moved from its position next to the 

shop doorway to one near the entrance 

to the car park. 

Planning applications 
All local planning applications can 

be viewed by residents  and 

commented on through the Chiltern 

District Council planning website. 

http://www.chiltern.gov.uk/planning 

The results of the District Council’s 

decisions on planning applications in 

The Lee parish can be seen in the 

minutes of the Parish Council (available 

on The Lee website). 

If you wish to raise any matters 

with the parish council, please email 

theleeparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk or 

telephone 01494 758800. 

13 

Services for  
July / August  
St John the Baptist 
July 
  3rd 8:00am  HC Revd D Burgess 

Old Church 
   10:00am AA Mr A Eccleston 
  6th  10:00am MHC  Revd D Burgess 
10th  10:00am PC Revd D Burgess 
17th 10:00am  Matins Lay Leader 
24th  10:00am  PC Minister tbc 
 

August 
3rd 10:00am MHC  Revd D Burgess 
7th   8:00am  HC Revd D Burgess 

Old Church 
   10:00am AA Lee Common 

Methodist Church 
14th  10:00am PC  Minister tbc 
10th  10:00am PC Revd D Burgess 
21st 10:00am  Matins Mr A Eccleston 
28th  10:00am  PC Minister tbc 
 

HC Holy Communion (said) 
MHC Midweek HC (said) 
PC Parish Communion (sung) 
AA All-age service 
8:00 am services are in the Old Church. 

 

Church Fellowship groups 
continue to meet regularly. For details 
contact Reina Free on 837407. 

 

Contacts. Vicar: The Revd David 
Burgess (837315). Licensed Lay 
Minister: Mr Tony Eccleston (07777 
640386). Churchwardens: Roderick 
Neal (837264) and Trevor Pearce 
(837601). Verger: Bill Pearce 
( 7 8 5 1 9 1 ) .  T r e a s u r e r :  D a v i d 
Stephenson (867617).  

Methodist Church 
July 
  3rd 10:00am AA Joint at St John 

the Baptist 
10th  3:00pm  Margaret Scott: 

Salvation Army  
17th 3:00pm  Revd Vincent 

Jambawo* 
24th 3:00pm  Circuit Service at 

Little Chalfont 
31st 3:00pm  Revd Anne Ellis 
* last service before he moves to Birmingham  

August 
  7th 10:00am AA Pam Sitford 
14th  3:00pm  Revd Edmund 

Marshall  
21st 3:00pm  Gerald Tomkins 
28th 3:00pm HC Revd Anne Ellis 

  
Our Coffee mornings continue on 

Saturday 2nd July and 6th August 
10:30am – 12 noon. All welcome. 
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Conversations 
with the Revd 
David Burgess  
No. 2 ‘Miracles’ 

In a series of articles for The Lee 

Newsletter, the Reverend David 

Burgess is interviewed by Tony 

Brignull, an old friend and lifelong 

Buddhist. In this second piece, David 

responds to some challenging 

questions regarding miracles. 

 

Tony Brignull Good morning David. 

Coffee? Kit-Kat? 

Revd David Burgess Hello Tony, yes 

and yes, please. 

T.B. David, last week the Guardian 

published the results of a survey 

which showed that for the first time 

more people said they had no religion 

than those who have. I can’t help 

feeling that miracles put many people 

off. Do you believe in them, I mean, 

literally? 

D.B. I do. I believe in a God who 

created the world and the one 

precedes the other. I don’t think it’s 

too far-fetched to accept that the 

creator can intervene in his created 

order. Not every day because then 

they would be normal not miraculous. 

T.B. But aren’t miracles essentially 

unnatural? In nature water is not 

changed into wine, the dead don’t 

come back to us, the blind don’t 

suddenly regain sight and despite 

what Man U supporters said, even Sir 

Alec Ferguson doesn’t walk on 

water....how does your scientific side 

cope with this? 

D.B. Miracles are certainly super-

natural. For me they are evidence of 

the living creative principle that 

creation didn’t happen once aeons 

ago but is happening all the time. 

T.B. On-going creativity is an 

appealing concept with much to 

support it, but miracles aren’t 

happening all the time are they, 

however much we might pray for 

one? 

D.B. We hear current reports of 

resurrection and provision, and I 

don’t know how to take them, but if 

there is a link between the miracles of 

the New Testament and today, it 

would be in the form of healing.  

T.B. It helps me to think of miracles 

as metaphors akin to the parables, a 

part of Jesus’ teaching. That he had 

the power to affect psychological 

transformations, the opening of eyes 

to new truths, the re-invigorating of 

those who are dead to life, the 

walking above a sea of neurological 
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turmoil....would you admit similar 

interpretations - in your sermons, for 

example? 

D.B. I would and do, but not 

exclusively. I still preach their literal 

truth. 

T.B. Thomas Jefferson went through 

his copy of the New Testament 

cutting out all reference to miracles. 

He clearly didn’t consider miracles 

essential to his Christianity, do you?  

D.B. I don’t think a belief in miracles 

is a first requirement to being a good 

Christian. 

T.B. What is? 

D.B. A relationship with God. Once 

this is established, other things follow 

- but not all at once in my case. A 

tutor of mine said it was like coming 

in from the cold and standing in front 

of a fire. Different parts of you warm 

up at different times, but it is 

important to face the fire. 

T.B. The problem is, David, that a lot 

of the readers of this newsletter don’t 

believe there is a God. It might help if 

you tell us how you envisage God. 

D.B. I don’t picture God at all as a 

person, I don’t have a visual symbol 

for him, and certainly not as an old 

man with a long white beard. 

T.B. So how do you perceive him? 

D.B. I feel his presence, all the time, 

when going about my daily life, 

washing-up, for instance. 

T.B. This chimes with what a 

Buddhist  monk wrote ,  ‘How 

wonderful, how miraculous, I chop 

wood, I draw water.’ 

D.B. Yes, something like that, but I 

would put it stronger, I feel God as a 

living being in everything around us - 

when I don’t forget him in my own 

busy-ness, that is.  

T.B. Getting back to miracles in the 

Bible, what makes me doubt my 

doubt is the quality of reportáge in the 

gospels by ordinary working people, 

fishermen, with no need to lie. They 

tell us: ‘I was there, I saw it and I 

testify to it.’ But still I feel that a need 

to believe in miracles infantilizes us - 

and Christianity.  

D.B. I’d never dream of trying to 

force anyone to believe anything they 

don’ t  be l i eve .  I t  wou ld  be 

discourteous and, anyway, futile.  

T.B. What would you ask non-

believers to do, assuming they feel a 

lack of something, for the sake of a 

better word, spiritual in their lives? 

D.B. I’d ask them to look fearlessly at 

t h i s  l a ck ,  t h i s  a bse nc e ,  t o 

acknowledge it and to hold it as 

something precious, not to try to fill it 

with things which can never keep 

their promises. Then something 

wonderful may enter. 

T.B. And that in both our traditions 

would be miraculous... 

D.B. Indeed. 

T.B. David, thank you for submitting 

so graciously to these difficult 

questions. Next time I’d like to go 

through your diary with you. What on 

earth do you do all day? The public 

demands to know. 

D.B. I shall reveal all. 

 

For details of St John the Baptist 

Church services see http://

hilltopulpit.blogspot.co.uk/2016/05/ 

services-at-lee.html … and also on 

page 13. 
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My day at The 
Lee church fête 
By Sam the Pony 

A 
s I was being loaded into the 
trailer, I was thinking to 
myself – I wonder where they 

are going to take me today? The 
weather was overcast but at least dry; 
the going would be soft, given all the 
rain we had had recently. Soon, we 
pulled up at a spot I seemed to 
recognise  bes ide  an  anc ien t 
monument, near Hunts Green. Our 
walk-on towards The Lee took me past 
a long line of cars which I thought 
would normally be parked in one of 
my favourite fields but obviously the 
farmer was thinking more about my 
summer hay crop than somewhere for 
cars. The sound of a drum beating in 
the distance suggested some open-air 
event. Would I be taking part? 

The sound turned out to be a group 
of Morris Dancers from Harrow, 
complete with fiddler, drummer and 
accordion player. How colourful the 
dancers were with their swirling red 
and blue dresses and what complicated 
steps they took. Some form of human 
dressage I thought. 

When we reached the village 
green, I could not believe my eyes. 
There was a very large gathering of 
humans assembled and the green was 
covered in tents of every shape and 
size;  some filled with cakes, ice-
creams, bottles, fizzy drinks with mint 
(one of my favourites), spinning 
drums, books and old discarded 
objects rather like the ones stored for 
years and years above my stable. 
Some of the younger humans were 

bouncing up and down, having their 
faces painted, others were trying to 
catch rats and there was even a display 
of plants with some tasty looking 
clumps of wild grass. The humans had 
their serious moment too; a young lad 
was invested into the Scouts with 
pride. I also spotted some very old 
cars; one in particular caught my eye. 
A Rolls Royce it was, very grand and 
also a little orange car full of balloons. 
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HOUSE TO LET FOR HOLIDAYS 
IN SOUTH OF FRANCE 

 

New 3 bedroom house on small château 
development with communal pool in 
quiet Languedoc village. Sleeps 6. 
5 minutes walk to shops, café, etc. 

Near Mediterranean beaches, 
mountains, lakes, caves, markets. 

 

For details and availability call 837596 
or email jasv0905@btinternet.com 

From time to time, I could just make 
out the dulcet tones of four 
saxophones playing some jazz, which 
I thought added a bit of style.  

Then I heard more music; this time 

of a different kind, accompanied by 

young children whom I recognised 

came from the school in Lee Common. 

They danced around a green pole each 

carrying a different coloured ribbon to 

weave a lovely pattern as they went 

and everyone cheered and clapped 

loudly. This attracted a large crowd of 

onlookers, arranged as they were in a 

circle, which reminded me of my days 

in the paddock.  
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It was a marvellous sight but 

imagine how I felt when it was my 

turn. Yes I had been brought along for 

the children to have a ride on. What a 

delight that turned out to be, not only 

for them but also for me. A lighter 

load of course than my usual heavier 

and older one but they clearly enjoyed 

themselves and I could hear the 

clicking of cameras, which is always a 

good sign. It soon dawned on me that 

there were a lot of children, several of 

whom had had more than one go and 

my stamina was not what it once was, 

so you can imagine my relief when I 

was finally turned for home. 

From afar, I could hear loud 

sounds of “pull” and “heave” followed 

by yet more clapping. Humans having 

more fun it would seem. 

Approaching the trailer, it occurred 

to me that a gathering of that sort must 

have been for a particular reason – 

most likely the local parish church. 

The organisers would have been so 

pleased that so many humans came 

along to help and support it and to 

give so generously. I think everyone 

deserves a big THANK YOU for 

making it such a splendid day. I really 

enjoyed mine. 

As we headed home, I wondered 

whether the event would turn out to be 

a record.  

 

David Burgess adds: 
To add to the success of the fête 

the church was very grateful to receive 

an extremely generous donation of 

£5,000 from Mrs Stewart-Liberty. Our 

thanks go to her for her kindness and 

for her continuing support of the 

church’s work. 

19 



20 

 

21 

Leeside 
Nursery 
By Melissa Woodford-Smith 

I 
t amazes me how children, so 

young and full of life, are so 

fascinated with death and dying. 

Whether they are shooting and 

killing each other or playing doctors 

and ambulances, the children of 

 

Great Missenden 

A warm, friendly sheltered house for 

the elderly in the picturesque centre of 

the village. 

Come and take a look and see for yourself 

and have a chat with Julie Butler. 

Tel: 01494 865026 or  

email for a brochure: 

info@abbeyfieldgreatmissenden.co.uk 

Find out more on our website: 

www.abbeyfield.com 

Abbeyfield is a charity and a 

not for profit organisation 

 

Carpets Ltd 

CARPETS, VINYL AND 

WOOD FLOORING 

SUPPLIED AND FITTED 

9-11 STATION APPROACH 

GREAT MISSENDEN 

01494 862125 

Cromar 
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KINGSHILL 
CARS FOR ALL OCCASIONS 

CHILTERNS 

AIRPORTS 

LONDON 

01494 868699 
Email: bookings@kingshillcars.co.uk 

Leeside explore this role-play on a 

regular basis. So it came as no 

surprise to me when I walked 

around to the other part of the hall to 

find a child lying on the floor and a 

group of children gathered around 

him. This child is particularly good 

at ‘playing dead’ so I always like to 

double-check. 

I knelt down next to him, put my 

hand on his shoulder and asked the 

children what was wrong with him. 

He didn’t move but I got the usual 

reply, “he’s deaded”. I modelled 

what I would do in a real emergency 

and gently shook his shoulder whilst 

saying his name. He looked at me 

and said, “I’m only pretending!”. 

Now, moments like this are 

gems - they offer the perfect 

opportunity to find out what the 

children’s knowledge of first aid is 

and to teach them the gaps in between. 

I was pleased to hear that most of 

them knew how to call for an 

ambulance, they all knew they should 

find an adult if someone was hurt or 

injured. One of them was eager to 

show me how you hit a person on their 

tummy to make them breathe, I 

quickly corrected their train of thought 

and explained how it wasn’t a hit, but 

more of a push, and it needed to be on 

the ribs, not the tummy, because it was 

to help the heart pump again. At this 

stage, I taught them the importance of 

looking out for themselves too - 

always check for danger before you 

touch someone then tap them on the 

shoulder to see if they will wake up. 

This lead to a conversation about the 

new defibrillator box on the front of 

the hall and eventually on to the 

recovery position. 

Role play is such a great tool for 

teaching. The children really engage 

with what’s going on and are eager to 

act out new situations. By the end of 

our conversation, the boy on the floor 

had been wrapped in bandages, flipped 

on to his side for the recovery position 

and several children had run to get 

phones to call for an ambulance. 

Leeside is fast approaching the end 

of term which means saying goodbye 

to our school leavers, but before we do 

we have sports day to look forward to 

and a trip to the park whilst polling 

day takes place. Fingers crossed for 

good weather! 

We still have plenty of spaces left 

for September – so tell all your friends 

with pre-school aged children. 
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THE VERMINATOR 

WE WILL ALSO PROOF YOUR 

HOUSE/PREMISES TO STOP THEM 

COMING BACK 

Pest control services 

TIM SIMMONS IS  

WASPS 

GLIS-GLIS 

SQUIRREL 

RATS  

MICE 

MOLES 

ALL 

INSECTS 

FOXES 

RABBITS 

AND    

ANTS 

FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE 

LOW PRICES - HIGH QUALITY 

07734649305 

Kings Lane 
story: history 
at first hand 
By Reina Free  

I 
 am conscious having written my 
observations about nature along 
Kings Lane I was in danger of 

repeating myself. I will however draw 
your attention to the rows and rows of 
one of my favourite flowers, the cow 
parsley, which is so beautiful. 

For a change I thought you might 
be interested in my life in Nazi 
occupied Holland during WWII. 

I was six years old when the war 
started. I have a twin sister called 
Marietje. My father owned a factory 
which produced school furniture. 
Mother ran the home. Our house was 
one of the oldest in the village 
built along the bank of the canal in 
typical Dutch style with large 
windows and steps leading up to the 
front door. Our small village called 
s’Graveland close to Hilversum is in 
the province of Noord Holland. 

The day war was declared people 
gathered in the street. We children 
knew something was wrong but did 

not understand why. At first not much 
changed but that did not last. 

The Dutch army tried to take on 
the Germans but was much smaller 
and they lost. As children we just got 
on doing what children do, making 
camps in the woods, collecting things 
and burying them, playing with 
marbles, hopscotch, skipping and all 
kind of things. We amused ourselves 
by fishing with homemade rods and 
hooks. There was no television, 
laptops or mobile phones. We did 
have a radio and after listening to a 
children’s story went to bed at 6pm. 
We were expected to be quiet which 
was what our father, an old fashioned 
gentleman expected. 

Not much changed in the first year 
of the war but the situation was then 
going to deteriorate and we had to 
grow up very quickly. 
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HOLIDAY HOME TO LET 
IN SPAIN 

GAUCIN - ANDALUCIA 

3 Bedroom property with pool 

in the hilltop white village of Gaucin. 

Stunning views of Mediterranean, 

Gibraltar and Moroccan Hills. 

Ring now for availability 

Tel. 01494 837602 
www.casa-mirador.com 

The Lee 
Flower Show: 
this is it... 
By Jonathan Batten 

T 
he Church fête was last 

month’s history so it’s time to 

concentrate on the future: The 

Lee Flower Show is on 16th July and 

the excitement is building. 

T h e  c o m m i t t e e  h a s  b e e n 

preparing: the posters are on the 

roadsides, the flags will be flying and 

the cricket field will be transformed 

with the largest marquee to be seen in 

The Lee since last year. The grass is 

being cut, the bands are tuning up, the 

magician is rehearsing his tricks, the 

animals are waiting... 

For your part you need to decide 

on your entries and get those to Ann 

Big Cream 
Tea Party 
By Rod Neal 

P 
lans are afoot to hold a special 

cream tea on Sunday 11th 

September as intimated in the 

last edition of the Newsletter. It is 

hoped this will be a major culinary and 

social event to round off the summer 

festivities so please make a note in 

your diary.  

 

Ballads, songs 
and snatches 
By Tony Rigby 

M 
any  res iden t s  w i l l 

remember Glenys Groves 

who until recently lived in 

The Lee. Soprano Glenys, who sang 

with the Royal Opera, has been a 

regular and popular performer at 

local concerts – and she has now 

written a book!!  

Entitled ‘Ballads, songs and 

snatches’, it is a descriptive, often 

hilarious, account of her long, busy 

and incredibly varied career, which 

has encompassed virtually all aspects 

of a singer’s working life and more – 

concerts ,  theatre ,  radio and 

recordings – from touring with the 

unique Kate Bush through to 

membership of the prestigious Royal 

Opera. This amusing and informative 

book charts her progress through the 

music business, with laugh-out-loud 

anecdotes recounting the pleasures – 

and pitfalls - of life as a professional 

singer. 

The Lee puts in an appearance, of 

course – and there are many colour 

photographs to accompany the 

narrative.  

Copies are available – price £10 –  

at The Cock and Rabbit and at The 

Lee Shop. 
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Ash by 16th July. It’s all there in the 

schedule – a variety of classes for all 

of you to participate in – if you’ve 

mislaid it download another copy from 

the village website – just follow the 

Flower Show link.  

If you need any help with entries 

please feel free to ring our dedicated 

helpline 837550. 

A small army of helpers is needed 

to put on the show so thank you to all 

those who have already enlisted – if 

you haven’t been asked but would 

really like to help do please call me on 

837450. 

If you would like to donate a prize 

for the raffle then call Anne Kenyon 

on 862585. If you have bric-a-brac call 

Reina Free on 837407. If you have 

books for the bookstall call John 

Cameron on 864790 or Paul 

Woodhouse on 837555. 

If you can bake a cake for the tea 

tent then bring it along to the pavilion 

in the morning or better still enter it in 

a cookery class and then donate a part 

of it to the tea tent. And then… 

 

Dance to Pop 

Culture 

P 
ut on your dancing shoes and 

get down to the marquee for the 

best night of your lives. 

Tickets at £20 each are still 

available for the Flower Show Dance 

from the Shop at The Lee until 

Saturday 9th July and thereafter contact 

Laura Doggett on 837064, Neeta 

Norton on 837243 or 

leeflowerdance@gmail.com 
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The fastest way to let everyone in the 

Parish know about an event you are 

arranging is to publish it right here in 

the Newsletter. Contact the Editor by 

the 12th of the previous month (see 

contact details on page 1). 

July 
Saturday 2nd. Coffee Morning at Lee 
Common Methodist Church. 
Monday 4th. Scout group donations 
for the Flower Show tombola at The 
Lee Shop during this week. 
Tuesday 5th. The Lee Walking Group 

- starting at 9:30 am. 
Thursday 7th. Ballinger Horticultural 

Society. ‘Fuchsias’. 8:00 pm. 
M o n d a y  1 1 t h .  D e f i b r i l l a t o r 

Awareness Session in the Parish Hall 
at 7.00 pm. See page 8.  
Tuesday 12th. The Lee Parish Council 

Meeting. 7:30 pm at the Parish Hall. 
Thursday 14th. CRAG meeting at the 
Parish Hall at 8:00 pm. 
Tuesday 19th. Battle of Fromelles. 
Commemoration of 100th anniversary. 
See page 1. 

Thursday 28th. Ballinger DFAS. ‘The 

THE LEEWAY – YOUR 

VILLAGE SUPPORT TEAM 

If you have difficulty getting to your 

doctor or the hospital, doing your 

shopping or would like a home visit and 

a friendly chat, then please ring: 

 01494 837177 

Mon - Fri: 10 am - 4 pm. Sat: 10 am - 

12 noon. Please give us reasonable notice 

of your requirement to help us organise it. 

Art and Architecture of Armenia’. 

8:00 pm. Non members welcome, just 

pay £6 at the door . 

Coming Soon 
Wednesday 3rd August. The Lee 

Walking Group - starting at 9:30 am. 

Saturday 6thAugust. Coffee Morning at 

Lee Common Methodist Church. 

Thursday 11th August. CRAG meeting 

at the Parish Hall: 8:00 pm. t.b.c. 

Saturday 20th August. ‘Pusatillas’ - a 

revue and comedy group. An evening 

of fun and entertainment at Ballinger 

Hall. Start time (t.b.c.) Tickets £15 to 

include drinks and canapés, on sale 

from 1st June from Anne Ellis at 

anne.ellis@blackraven.co.uk 

Sunday 11th September. Special 

Cream Tea: see page 24. 

Saturday 19th November. The Lee 

Roving Supper. Details later.  

Lee telecoms: 
the last 5% 
By Pippa Bannister and Colin Sully 

T 
he question as to whether 

residents served by the Lee 

Common telephone exchange 

are in a roll-out programme for 

Superfas t  Broadband remains 

unanswered… but we are told that we 

should know something by the time 

you receive the next Newsletter! 
According to Rob Burrows (at 

Buckinghamshire Business First) and 
Giles El ler ton (BT Regional 
P a r t n e r s h i p  D i r e c t o r )  a n 
announcement on the Phase 2 rural 
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Rates 9 am - 1 
pm 

6 pm - 
midnight 

Mon - Fri £30 or £10/ £45 or £10/hr 
Sat/Sun £12/hr £70 
Bank Holiday £12/hr £70 

The Newsletter 

T 
he Lee Newsletter is published 
10 times a year and distributed 
free to all households in the 

parish. The views expressed in it are 
not necessarily those of the Editor. 

We welcome original letters and 
articles of general interest and 
relevance to The Lee. Copy should be 
sent to theleenewsletter@googlemail. 
com or, if on paper, to the Editor of 
the month (see page 1) by the 12th of 
each month. 

Letters should ideally run to no 
more than 200 words and articles to 
700 words; material may be edited and 
may also appear on the village website 
www.thelee.org.uk unless consent is 
specifically withheld. Anonymous 
contributions are not accepted. 

To advertise or place an insert, 

please contact Paul Apicella on 837377 

by the 12th of the previous month. 
If you have photographs for 

publication please contact Jonathan 
Batten on 01494 837450 or email 
battenjonathan@hotmail.com. 

Other members of the Editorial 
team: Peter Archer, Jo Jordan, Gilbert 
Nockles, Jen Ogley,  Viv Robins, Trish 
Swain, Colin Sully and Barnaby 
Usborne. 

Printed by Strongs:  01442 878592. 

To book the Parish Hall 

or Scout Hut 
 

’phone Anne Barnett on 837796 
 

Car park only £10 
Crockery/cutlery £15 (hire outside the hall) 

roll-out in Buckinghamshire is “due 
this summer… with a view to delivery 
beginning in the autumn and the 
contract completing on time in the 
summer of 2018”. 

The exact consequences of being 
in the Phase 2 programme remain 
unclear, however it is anticipated that 
‘Fibre-to-the-Cabinet’ (FTTC) would 
be installed from the Lee Common 
exchange to the telecom cabinets in 
The Lee and Ballinger. Giles 
explained, to a well-attended meeting 
in the Parish Hall, that this would 
ensure that customers even as far as 
1,200 metres from the cabinets will 
receive up to 24Mbps download. 

If (heaven forbid) it turns out that 
the Lee Common exchange is not in 
the Phase 2 programme, then Giles 
explained that one of the options for 
local residents would be a co-funding 
arrangement  wi th  BT cal led 
“Community Fibre partnerships”. We 
will return to this subject (if 
necessary)  af ter  the  summer 
announcement. 

The final decision as to who is ‘in’ 
and who is ‘out’ of the 
Buckinghamshire Phase 2 rural 
programme rests with the District and 
County Councils, as it is their money 
that would in part fund the 
development. So, definitely no harm in 
letting them know your views! 


