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From the Editor
By Jonathan Batten
ittle space to say anything this
month as this edition is jampacked with news and
interesting articles. So just a brief
musical thought from this year’s
Nobel Prize winner for Literature:
Come gather ‘round people where
ever you roam
And admit that the waters around
you have grown
And accept it that soon you'll be
drenched to the bone
If your time to you is worth savin'
Then you better start swimmin’ or
you'll sink like a stone,
For the times they are a’ changin'!
Thank you Bob.
Next month’s editor is again... me!
Please send your contributions to
theleenewsletter@googlemail.com or
hard copy to Saddlers, Swan Bottom
by 12th November.
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Sales & Lettings
64 High Street Great Missenden
Buckinghamshire HP16 0AN
Tel: 01494 890990
email: info@jeremyswan.co.uk
www.jeremyswan.co.uk

Church organ
premier
By Rod Neal, Churchwarden
eaders are warmly invited to
an organ recital given by
Martin Paxton, a local organist
from Chesham on Saturday 12th
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November at 7:30 pm. This will be the
first public performance on the organ
since it was refurbished last year and
is expected to last about 100 minutes
including a 20 minute interval.
The programme will have a
Remembrance theme and include
Elgar’s Nimrod and Handel’s Largo.
Martin will be introducing each work
and will be looking for some
audience participation for the choral
numbers.
This promises to be a most
enjoyable evening. Please make a
note in your diaries. The PCC wishes
to make this a social event, with no
admission fee, although donations
towards refreshments will be most
welcome.

Your letters
Anti-aircraft
To the Editor:
Earlier this year, there was an enquiry
about the location of anti-aircraft
positions at The Lee during WWII.
My mother-in-law, Joyce Swain,
mentioned that there was just such a
position in the fields opposite
Kingswood Cottages.
The structure still exists and has
been used as a shelter for horses.
Trish Swain
Swan Bottom
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Lost and found
To the Editor:
Our dog Tyson went missing in The
Lee in September and due to the
efforts of Lee Forum members we
were eventually able to find him.
I want to thank everyone on the
Lee Forum for their support and help.
Noreen Aslam
Chesham

HS2 update
By Simon Morris
Chairman, Chiltern Ridges HS2
Action Group
heresa May gave the well-worn
Tory mantra supporting HS2 in
her Party Conference wrap- up
speech saying they would “press ahead
with the development of HS2”. This
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was hardly surprising. The audience
would have been littered with
representatives from HS2 contracting
firms, most of which are major
contributors to the Conservative Party.
Chris Grayling, the recently appointed
Secretary of State for Transport,
followed up echoing May’s
terminology: “…we need to press
ahead with HS2.”
His rationale is that by creating
more space on our railways, freight can
be taken off the roads and put on to
rail. But surely, you may object, HS2 is
not designed to take freight. No,
Grayling explains, “...we build a new
railway that links our major cities – so
we’ve got more space for freight trains
and commuter trains on our other
busiest lines.” So it is the people on
these other lines that are going to have
to make way for the freight. The people
will have to be moved from the West
Coast Main Line (WCML) to HS2.
But we know that the WCML is
one of the least crowded main lines in
the country - except where it is acting
as a commuter line between stations
such as Milton Keynes and London.
Trains on the WCML that do not stop
at commuter destinations are only 52%
full in the middle of the rush hour.
But, Mr Grayling, all these
commuters don’t want to switch to your

“state of the art” HS2 train because it
won’t stop at Milton Keynes! So where
is all this extra space on the WCML
going to come from so that the freight
can be taken off the roads? What are
you going to do Mr Grayling? Move
Milton Keynes to Manchester? Have
our politicians become completely
irrational? Margaret Hodges’
“Bonkers” comes to mind.

A momentum of its own
STOP HS2 as usual attended the
Tory Party Conference and, for their
visit put a brochure together
comprising some insightful
comments and opinions on HS2 by
leading businessmen, politicians and
journalists. It includes a comment
made by Sir Rod Eddington, an
Australian who has been a director of
a number of major international
companies including British
Airways. In a report that he wrote
about infrastructure development for
the UK Department of Transport in
2006 he said:
“It is critical that the Government
enforces a strong, strategic approach
to option generation, so that it can
avoid momentum building up behind
particular solutions and the UK can
avoid costly mistakes which will not be
the most effective way of delivering on
its strategic priorities.”
The risk is that transport policy
can become the pursuit of icons.
Almost invariably such projects –
‘grands projets’ – develop real
momentum, driven by strong lobbying.
The momentum can make such
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projects difficult – and unpopular – to
stop, even when the benefit/cost
equation does not stack up, or the
environmental and landscape impacts
are unacceptable. The resources
absorbed by such projects could often
be much better used elsewhere.
The approach taken to the
development of some very high-speed
rail line options has been the opposite
of the approach advocated in this
study. That is, the challenge to be
tackled has not been fully understood
before a solution has been generated.”
In 2006 it was a truly prescient
statement. It should be engraved in the
desktop of the Secretary of Transport
so that he and his successors are
reminded of it every day. Indeed it
would be a fitting epitaph for HS2 - if
it would just die.

which we think made it a worthwhile
day. Our thanks to everyone who took
part for their wonderful generosity. We
hope to do it again next year. Anyone
care to join us?

Further mitigation sought
But the fight is not over yet. The
level of Press criticism is greater than
it has been for years. Our local Parish
Councils and a few individuals with
‘locus’ will, in the first half of
November, be presenting their
Petitions to the House of Lords. They
cannot ask for mitigation that would
require Additional Provisions, which
would delay the timetable. This rules
out any long tunnel. However, it just
may permit short ones if a solution to
the spoil removal issue can be found.
In any event our petitioners will be
asking for as much mitigation as
possible for the surface route and will
include amongst other things effective
noise mitigation, tough Codes of
Conduct for contractors and as much
to protect our environment as we can
think up.

Barking mad
By Peter Macann
ould it pour with rain?
Would the food go round?
Would the house and garden
be destroyed by muddy boots and dirty
dogs? Just a few of the thoughts that
occupied us as the day began.
We had set up a sponsored dog walk
to raise money for the Chilterns Dog
Rescue Society which is currently
putting the finishing touches to 40 brand
new kennels at their site outside
Wendover. The programme for the day
(Sunday 25th September) was to meet
and walk just over three miles followed
by a lunch in the garden.
We had a choice of huge superb
curries made by our very own village
super-chef Dominic Norton with all the
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Gunpowder plot
sauces, as ever, made from scratch. Just
in case anyone did not like curry, we had
made some lasagnes, all accompanied
by various beers and wines, to be
followed by homemade desserts.
As is always the case with this
wonderful community of ours, if a good
cause is mooted that will allow people to
get together for some fun and
conversation, people will turn out – and
more importantly, give generously
towards the cause.
Throughout the walk we enjoyed
perfect weather – bright sunshine, not
too warm – ok there were a few ominous
clouds which we tried to ignore! But,
just as we were about to serve up the
lunch, the heavens opened.
This was not part of the master plan,
since we had intended to keep muddy
boots and dogs off the living room
carpets! However, some shelter was
rigged up in the garden and the rest of us
squeezed into the kitchen – which now
had the distinct aroma of a Taj Mahal
restaurant. Somehow, far from
dampening our enthusiasm, the Dunkirk
spirit came to the fore and, if anything,
enhanced the day.
This was our first attempt at this sort
of event. We had 19 walkers with nine
dogs and 23 stayed for lunch. When all
the money is in, we think we will be
handing over a cheque for some £600

By Tony Lea
he annual Bonfire and
Fireworks will be held on 5th
November commencing at 6:30
pm. As before the venue will be the
paddock in Cherry Tree Lane by kind
permission of Tricia and Barnaby
Usborne. Entry will be £5 per adult
and £2 per child and a family of
2-plus-2 at £12. We will have hot dogs
and drinks available.
We would very much appreciate
any help in preparing the field at 10:00
am on the morning of the event.
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A.S.K Gardens &
Property
Maintenance
* Full garden maintenance
is offered all year round
* All types of hard and soft
landscaping undertaken
* Free estimates, fully insured &
competitive rates
* Services include: leaf clearing,
patio cleaning
* All rubbish removed.
Contact the team on:
M: 07765010457
W: 01494 862941
E: keeble165@btinternet.com
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Broadband –
local winners?
By Colin Sully, Paul Farrelly et al
ecisions are now being taken
which will eventually bring
some improvement in
Broadband speeds to all those served
by the Lee Common telephone
exchange… and major improvements
for many! This is what we understand
is proposed with the second contract in
the Connected Counties programme,
partly funded by Chiltern District
Council.
* Firstly the Lee Common
exchange itself will be upgraded to
Fast Broadband (FBB) with work
scheduled for completion by March
2018. That should bring some
improvement to everyone served from
the exchange, including faster upload
speeds.
* Most residents in Lee Common,
The Lee and Ballinger areas either
already have direct exchange lines or
will be served by a cabinet which will
be fibre-linked to the exchange. So,
even though local distribution will
continue to be by copper wire, these
residents will all become ‘fast-
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MARTIN THE MILKMAN
Doorstep delivery of fresh
milk, dairy produce, bread,
eggs, fruit juices and more.
To place an order call
01442 833944
PHONES MANNED 4 PM – 6 PM
ANSWERPHONE AT OTHER TIMES

Check-your-postcode

connected’ and should benefit from
significantly increased speeds - up to
30Mbps download up to 1.2km
(roughly). Uplink speed will increase
also to circa 10Mbps - again distance
and line quality driven - but a huge
difference to what we have today. This
phase of development (known as
Phase 3) is also due to be completed in
March 2018.
* Sly Corner and Kings Ash are
(we believe) also mainly connected
with direct lines to the exchange but
being farther from the exchange, may
see more modest speeds, perhaps
download of the order of 10 – 20
Mbps. Also as above, upload will
increase but is relative to download
speed, so maybe 2 – 5 Mbps: still a
huge improvement for all the VPN’s
and Webex users. This phase (Phase 4)
is due for completion in June 2018.
* The cabinet at the top of Red
Lion Hill is not at present included in
the upgrade programme. So areas, for
example in Swan Bottom, served from
this cabinet will see rather less general
improvement from this programme.
* The area of Chartridge served
from Lee Common (as opposed to
Chesham) has no suitable local cabinet
and, being most distant from the
exchange, will also gain little from this
programme.

The detail of all this will only
become clear when Openreach
complete their ground surveying at the
start of each phase. Connected
Counties say “The ‘check your
postcode’ function on the Connected
Counties website will be updated as
the planning and analysis work is
completed. We anticipate that the
‘checker’ will go live towards the end
of this year. You will be able to use the
‘checker’ to find out if your property is
a part of contract 2, and if so, when
the work will be carried out.”
The telecoms industry is also
working on new technology that may
enable the areas less well served by
this latest programme to also
eventually benefit from higher speeds.
Connected Counties again: “ We
are evaluating those premises not
covered in these Phases [of contract
2] and it is possible that the
Connected Counties programme may
be able to extend fibre broadband to
areas not in scope by using alternative
funding streams and new technology.”
Further details are available on the
Connected Counties website:
www.connectedcounties.org/home

Can you wait until 2020?
Finally… the Digital Economy Bill
is currently making its way through
Parliament aiming for Royal Assent in
2017. This would bring about a
‘Universal Service Obligation’ (USO)
so every premise would have access to
broadband at a speed of 10Mbps as a
minimum by May 2020.
Ofcom, the regulatory body, is
working on the details of how the
USO will actually work and will
report by the end of this year.

Pippa Hart
Photography

Natural & Informal
Black &White
Portraits
01494 837340
www.pippahart.com

Mervyn’s
Carpet & Upholstery
Cleaning Services
Independent carpet cleaning
specialist with over 30 years
experience.
CARPETS. UPHOLSTERY.
RUGS. HARD FLOOR.
CARPET PROTECTION.
FULLY INSURED.
Friendly and reliable service.
Most work by recommendation.
Environmentally friendly
cleaning materials.
For a no obligation quote ’phone
01525 371724 or 07975 847027
Email: mersu@btinternet.com
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Christmas food
and gift market
at the Shop
By Katie and Laura
e are planning another
event at the Shop, on 12th
November 8:00 am to
noon, this time with a strong
Christmas theme.
We have selected a range of
savoury and sweet seasonal foods,
beverages and related non-food
items. These will include trusted
favourites such as Stollen and
Panettone, but also some specially
selected products we haven’t had
before. Christmas cards from
Scannappeal, decorations including
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paper chains for the children, advent
calendars, wrapping paper and much,
much more.
There will also be an opportunity
to order Christmas hampers and we
will have the order forms to get you
thinking about your turkey, meat,
vegetables and bread, etc. for
Christmas Day and the New Year.
This event is run almost entirely by
the volunteers so please come along
for easy Christmas gift and food
shopping.

Winter can be
a lonely time
of the year
By Anthea Hartley
ong dark evenings and
inclement weather conditions
can make it difficult for older
folk to get out and about in the winter,
especially if they live on their own.
The Lee and Wendover ‘Contact’
group host afternoon teas on the third
Sunday of each month and ‘The
Vintage Film Group’ meet on the first
Thursday of each month. Would you,
a friend or a member of your family
like to join us?
The Sunday Contact teas are
hosted at local volunteer’s homes,
from 3:00 pm to 5:00 pm, where
guests are made to feel welcome and a
part of the family. The maximum
number of guests never exceeds 12
and is often less. However, two
vacancies have recently arisen.
The Vintage Film Group also
meets at a volunteer’s home, 2:15 to
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If you would like to know more
about either of these two groups please
call Anthea Hartley on 01494 837372.
An additional helping hand is
always most welcome if you have time
to become a volunteer.

Newsletter
Dinner: 2016
5:00 pm, where they watch a film of
their choice – anything from Bette
Davis to Dame Judi Dench and
Humphrey Bogart to Colin Firth. The
showing is followed by a cup of tea
and a discussion about the film, also
the selecting of a film for the
following month. The film group has a
limited number of members, usually
not more than eight at any one time
but a vacancy has arisen this summer.
Transport is provided, free of
charge, to and from the venues by
volunteer drivers.
Eligibility for joining either (or
both) of these groups is simple: an
applicant needs to be over 75 years of
age and to be living on their own in
The Lee or Wendover area.
HOUSE TO LET FOR HOLIDAYS
IN SOUTH OF FRANCE
New 3 bedroom house on small château
development with communal pool in
quiet Languedoc village. Sleeps 6.
5 minutes walk to shops, café, etc.
Near Mediterranean beaches,
mountains, lakes, caves, markets.
For details and availability call 837596
or email jasv0905@btinternet.com

By Newsletter Editorial Team
nvitations to the Newsletter
Dinner on Friday 2nd December
have now been sent out to all
those who have contributed to the
success of the Newsletter in 2016.
If you have not already done so,
could we please have your replies by
th
10 November.
Thanks.

I

Service with a personal touch
Hand picked designer frames
Contact Lens Specialist
Retinal Scanning
Family Friendly
Feel free to walk in at any time
(our late night opening is on
Wednesdays) or contact us at:
Chiltern Opticians Ltd.
75 High Street Great Missenden
Bucks HP16 0AL
01494 868496
info@chilternopticians.com
www.chilternopticians.com
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Bridge too far? Little Friars’
ways of giving
By Judy Hart et al
his hand occurred during our
weekly bridge evening. It
presents an interesting bidding
challenge.

T

♠Q84
♥ 10 9
♦96432
♣754
♠AK976
♠ J 10 5 3 2
♥J4
♥8732
♦J7
♦K5
♣QJ92
♣86
♠ ♥AKQ65
♦ A Q 10 8
♣ A K 10 3
Dealer: South
Vulnerability: None
At our table, South opened 1♥ and
West overcalled 1♠.
How would you see the bidding
continue?
Turn to page 14 to see which
contract we played in and whether or
not it made.

Mike Lake
Friendly & Local

Painter & Decorator
For that professional touch
Interior & Exterior
Also Property Maintenance
For a free quotation please call:
01494 866873 / 07723 017005
mikelake42@talktalk.net

By Merelene Davis
or a decade, local churches have
been offered free Christmas trees
but as announced last year, Little
Friars has virtually run out of ‘churchsize’ trees and accordingly the numbers
of these gifts has subsequently declined.
Thus the customary circular offering
these was not sent out in September, this
year. However a number of church
representatives, called in, on the off
chance, last month and indeed have
found suitable trees! So if your church
does want a free tree this year, please
get in touch as soon as possible and we
will see what can be done.
Many of you will know that Little
Friars is developing as an arboretum
with trees from around the world
which, in such a globally interactive
world, makes a fascinating connection
to foreign and unusual places. So even
if people are not interested in botany,
the curiosities of this geography and the
history of many species introduction to
Britain intrigue visitors to the
collection.
Groups can enjoy guided tours to
the many rare and exotic trees at Little
Friars in return for a donation to
charity.
We do not sell Christmas trees in
December, people can come from
September to end of November to look
around to choose a Christmas tree
(which we will then cut for whenever it
is wanted in December) when they can
also enjoy the splendid autumn colours
of the specimen trees at Little Friars.
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This year looks like being a good
year for autumn colours and there is a
particularly good range of domestic size
Christmas trees so there is plenty of
choice and all proceeds go to
maintaining the arboretum at Little
Friars Arboretum, Pednor Bottom,
Chesham.

Merry
Fayrfax-mas
By the Old Church Trust
e can’t promise you a white
Christmas, but we can
promise you a very merry
and bright start to this year’s festivities.
Because the fabulous Fayrfax Consort
will be here once again at The-Lee Old
Church on Sunday 4th December to
treat us all to an evening of classic
yuletide a capella.
As always David Ireson, Musical
Director of St Albans Chamber Opera
for the last 28 years, will be leading
his Christmas choral stars in a
selection of festive songs, amusing
readings and traditional carols by
candlelight, all specially chosen to
jump-start the holiday spirit.
Then to round the evening off in
the most delicious way, we’ll be
serving spicy Christmas punch and
homemade mince pies, leaving you
with a glow warm enough to stop Jack
Frost nipping on your way home.
Want to be sure of getting your
celebrations off on the right note?
Tickets are just £15.00 each, available
in advance from Pam Garner on
837501 or Jilly Carleton-Smith on
837205.
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Play like your heroes:
rock, blues, slide and folk

Electric guitar and bass, plus
acoustic guitar:
lessons in your own home
Introductory lesson free:
teenage, mature or senior
No need to read music, we use
tablature – much simpler!

Call Marcus on
01494 837392 or 07841 670174

MJ Electrical Engineering Ltd
NICEIC Approved Electrical Contractor

An established family business with
courteous, prompt service, covering
Beds, Bucks & Herts.
For more information please visit
our website or contact Mike

Tel: 01296 630703
Web:

www.mj-electrical.co.uk

Email: mcrockett@mj-electrical.co.uk
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Conversations
with the Revd
David Burgess
No. 5: Sin
In a series of articles for The Lee
Newsletter, the Revd David Burgess is
interviewed by Tony Brignull, an old
friend and lifelong Buddhist. In this
piece they explore the concept of ‘sin’
and ask what relevance it has today.
Tony Brignull: David, we did heaven
last month, shall we do sin and hell
today?
David Burgess: Let’s go there, Tony.
TB: But first, can I tempt you to a
chocolate biscuit – or two?
DB: Thank you, I do have a weakness
for them.
TB: The various Christian churches
have many differences but they seem
united in an obsession with sin,
especially sins of the flesh. Why?
What is a sin?
DB: As I see it, a sin is anything we
say or do – to ourselves or to others,
which interrupts and even breaks our
special loving relationship with God.
TB: Can this relationship in fact be
broken?
DB: Not on God’s side. His love is
guaranteed. He’s always ready to forgive;
but we can surely break it and do.
TB: You might think that making
ourselves, or others, outcasts from
eternal love would be punishment
enough, but apparently not. The history
of the church is filled with threats of
gruesome tortures, fires and all sorts of
afflictions for sinners. Are there still
people who believe in this sort of hell?

DB: There are. They tend to come from
an extreme conservative evangelical
tradition; people who feel it their duty
to keep age-old interpretations of the
bible unchanged. I grew up in, then out
of, this branch of the teaching.
TB: From God’s point of view are
some sins worse than others? Are big
sins and little sins equal in his eyes,
and equally forgivable?
DB: That’s difficult. Equally
forgivable, yes – though from a human
point of view I guess we’re all familiar
with reading or hearing accounts of
sins where we think that it’s only God
who could forgive. But I’m sure that
he’d also make a qualitative difference
between the sins of, say, a teenage
first-time shoplifter, and a warlord
training and abusing child soldiers. Sin
and forgiveness are about quality as
well as quantity.
TB: Is there a sense in Christianity, as
there is in Buddhism, that the fires of
greed, anger, lust, envy etc. which can
so consume us, are really universal
energy, raw emotions, which we have
to work with, not against, in order to
refine them?

DB: I think there is. The parables
allude to the passions in this way, and
St Paul stresses the need to work in the
here and now. So far as hell is
concerned, I think it’s far more
profitable to believe in the living reality
of our father’s love for us. At the same
time, it’s important not to trivialise the
things we do which don’t please him.
TB: But surely not to the point of
obsessing about them, feeling guilty,
unworthy and pointing fingers?
DB: I tend to agree that the Church
can get obsessed with matters like gay
priests, same sex marriages, etc. etc.
instead of emphasising that when we
stray, eternal love and forgiveness are
right there waiting for us if only we
repent; they’re our birth right.
TB: What makes us forget this
wonderful gift? Why do we go out of
our way to evade it, to find any little
dark corner to hide in?
DB: I think it’s our need to be in
control. We are created with free will,
but to be included in God’s love we
have to give up our wilfulness, and
that can make us feel insecure. It can
be frightening - until we are enveloped
in God’s love, then there’s no more
insecurity, no more fear.
TB: Once again we grow closer,
David. In my tradition we don’t refer
to sins but to hindrances, things which
get in the way of liberation (from
selfishness) and block the light.
DB: Sins and hindrances are
fundamentally the same. But I’ll always
believe and preach that our actions in
this life have eternal consequences.
There’s so much the bible doesn’t tell
us about the after-life.
TB: So it’s as well to find heaven in
this life?
DB: It would be a sin not to.

Services for
November
St John the Baptist
2nd 10:00am MHC
6th 8:00am HC
10:00am
13th 10:00am
20th 10:00am
27th 10:00am
HC
MHC
PC
AA

Minister tbc
Revd D Burgess
Old Church
AA
Joint Service at
Lee Common
Methodist Church
MHC Remembrance
Service
Revd D Burgess
Matins Lay Leader
PC
Revd D Burgess

Holy Communion (said)
Midweek HC (said)
Parish Communion (sung)
All-age service

Contacts. Vicar: The Revd David
Burgess (837315). Licensed Lay
Minister: Mr Tony Eccleston (07777
640386). Churchwardens: Roderick
Neal (837264) and Trevor Pearce
(837601). Verger: Bill Pearce
(785191). Treasurer: David
Stephenson (867617).

St. Mary’s, Ballinger
6th 9:30am

Holy Communion

THE LEEWAY – YOUR
VILLAGE SUPPORT TEAM
If you have difficulty getting to your
doctor or the hospital, doing your
shopping or would like a home visit and
a friendly chat, then please ring:

01494 837177
Mon - Fri: 10 am - 4 pm. Sat: 10 am 12 noon. Please give us reasonable notice
of your requirement to help us organise it.
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Methodist Church
6th 10:00am AA

Joint Service at
Lee Common
Methodist Church
Gerald Tomkins
th
13 10:00am
Remembrance
Service at St
John the Baptist
20th 3:00pm
Revd Gregory
Hargrove
Revd Stephen
27th 3:00pm HC
Watts
Our next coffee morning is on
Saturday 5th November 10:30am-noon.
All welcome.

Parish Council
News
By Liz van Hullen, Parish Clerk
oved by children, parents and
grandparents, the Fort, within
the playground, is starting to
show signs of wear and tear. The Task
Force has recently spent time assessing
what needs to be done.
Dick Chinnery (along with other
members of the Task Force) have
volunteered to undertake the immediate
timber repair and maintenance work
identified.
The Council has also identified
other, less immediate, work around the
playground that needs completing over
the winter and will greatly appreciate
help from the fathers, and grandfathers,
of all those children who benefit from
such a wonderful play area on their
doorstep.
If you would like to know more
about how you can help please contact
me on: 01494 758800 or
theleeparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk
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Single Authority

On 22nd September the County
Council voted to approve the business
case for a single unitary authority in the
county. The business case, driven by
the need for significant cost savings
across the county, supports the
abolishment of the County Council and
its four District Councils. In their place
will be a county-wide single unitary
council to deliver on a full array of
local authority services across
Buckinghamshire. The aim is to have
this unitary council in place by April
2019. BCC recognises that there will
be challenges along the way, and
implementation costs, but seems
satisfied that these short term costs will
be outweighed by long term savings
and improvements in performance.
Whilst there are no proposals to
alter or review the structure of town
and parish councils, some impact is
inevitable. Specifically, a Unitary
Council would further devolve some
services to local councils. There are no
details on this at present but we will
update you from time to time. The full
business case can be viewed here:
http://futurebucks.co.uk/business-case/
We hope to have a representative
from BCC join the Parish Council
meeting on Tuesday 8th November, to
present this matter. Members of the
public are welcome to attend.

Bridge too far?
Our bidding went:
S
W
N
E
1♥
1♠
Pass
Pass
2 ♣ Pass
2♥
2♠
3♦
Pass
4♦
Pass
5♦
Pass
Pass Pass
The contract makes… as does 4♥.

WELCOME TO 7, PLACE ST. PIERRE
Provence/Cote d’Azur
If you are looking for somewhere special to
embrace French village life then this is it!
This lovely medieval stone house with south
facing roof terrace was once one of the olive
mills in the village of Callas.
Beautiful Provencal villages, St. Tropez and
beaches 50 minutes away, a wealth of
amazing vineyards on your doorstep, local
Provençal markets, golf, water sports,
superb cycling terrain and the fabulous
Gorge du Verdon – all nearby.
The house can accommodate 4 people
comfortably (1x double room and 1x twin
room) and is furnished to a high standard.

Generous
coffee
By Trish Swain
he kindness and generosity of
people in The Lee is well
known, and their contributions
to The World’s Biggest Coffee
morning on behalf of Macmillan
Cancer Support were amazing.
On a beautiful autumn day on 30th
September, we gathered at Pippa’s to
chat and catch up over a cuppa.
Cakes, preserves and cards were
bought, donations made and raffle
tickets purchased. Many thanks to
Wendy Robertson for selling
hundreds of tickets!
All in all, £1,320 was raised that
morning and, in due course, Gift Aid
will further boost the total. A
heartfelt thank you to everyone for
your support.
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For further details please call Sarah Booth
on 07704 651055 or email
booth.tilia@btinternet.com.
Visit www.frenchmaison.co.uk
(property ref: PLA2648) to see photos
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History
at first
hand
No. 4

Great Missenden

A series of articles of eyewitness
accounts of history in the making
complied by Anthea Hartley.

1953 – St John the Baptist
goes ‘undercover’ at The Lee
By Revd David Burgess
was fortunate enough to have had
the opportunity to meet Nigel
Dwight on several occasions and
enjoyed fascinating conversations with
him. Nigel was Church Warden at St
John the Baptist Church at The Lee for
over forty years and was deeply
involved with church life. However,
one conversation was particularly
memorable – this is his story:
In the late spring of 1953 this
village became, for a few brief
weeks, the most important place in
the country.
A location was needed to host the
rehearsals for the Coronation of Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. The venue

I

Small groups & 1:1’s for all abilities
Classes held locally
Please contact me to discuss your needs
Debbie Adcock 07708 612868
debbie@renewpilates.co.uk
www.renewpilates.co.uk

Nigel Dwight: church warden in 1953

had to be secluded, yet close to London.
Those involved had to be trusted to
keep quiet. There was to be no publicity
and there were to be no press releases –
it “would have spoilt it”.
The Lee fitted the bill, and the
Vicar of the day (Revd John F.
Carter) had been a pupil of the
Archbishop of Canterbury. It couldn’t
have been better.
Somehow, things were kept quiet
even within the village. On a few
Sundays, the church of St John the
Baptist gained an extra, temporary
member of the congregation – Dr
Fisher, the Archbishop himself. As the
rehearsals were planned and took
place, other guests, later known to be
church and civil dignitaries and
members of the police service, could
be seen walking or sitting in the
churchyard, talking or carry
documents.
There was no congregation at the
rehearsals. The Vicar’s wife stood in
as the Queen, and there were also
‘doubles’ for the Archbishop of York

and the Bishop of Durham. One or
two villagers were allowed the
privilege of a brief glance through the
church door, just to look for a
moment or two, and then go – not
telling anyone else, of course.
Nobody thought much of it then,
keeping things quiet was probably
easier in those days, but later the
significance of it all began to sink in.
So, The Lee and the church of St
John the Baptist, has a small part to
play in our nation’s history, and it’s
good to remember that.
If you have a story to contribute to
the History at first hand series please
contact Anthea Hartley on 01494
837372 or bassibones@yahoo.co.uk

Roving supper
By Pat Lea
s we have received a great
response to this year’s Roving
Supper please let us have your
cheque to ensure that you have not
been missed off the list (£22.50 pp).
It is important, in view of the
numbers, that all monies are received
by 5th November. The evening will
commence at 7:30 pm in the Parish
Hall and we look forward to seeing
you all. If you need to know anything
please call me on 01494 837237.

A

A warm, friendly sheltered house for
the elderly in the picturesque centre of
the village.
Come and take a look and see for yourself
and have a chat with Carol Lauder Ross.
Tel: 01494 865026 or
email for a brochure:
info@abbeyfieldgreatmissenden.co.uk
Find out more on our website:
www.abbeyfield.com
Abbeyfield is a charity and a
not for profit organisation

Cromar
Carpets Ltd
CARPETS, VINYL AND
WOOD FLOORING
SUPPLIED AND FITTED

9-11 STATION APPROACH
GREAT MISSENDEN
01494 862125
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The Lee
Cricket Club

Our life in the
basement

By Jon Swain
ow we are well into the
season of mists and mellow
fruitfulness, cricketers are
warming themselves by log fires and
reminiscing over the heroics of the
past season, rueing dropped catches,
re-playing expansive cover drives,
savouring the perfect delivery that
winkled out the obdurate
opposition…
A fun-filled season at the club
will provide many happy memories
for players of all ages, and all
abilities. Above all, our youngsters
have been coached and managed
enthusiastically, and with no small

By Reina Free
lowly but surely things were
changing and this was just the
beginning: the things of our daily
life, things we take for granted today,
were disappearing. Groceries from the
shops till there was nothing left, coal to
heat our homes and the schools had to
close because of that.
To get fuel to cook and heat our
house my sister and I would go into the
woods and cut down small silver birch
trees and load the wood into our small
cart. We were only nine years old.
The only place in our house where
we could put a small cooking stove was
in the basement, a small room. There
was no electric light and often no
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KINGSHILL
CARS FOR ALL OCCASIONS

CHILTERNS
AIRPORTS
LONDON
01494 868699
Email: bookings@kingshillcars.co.uk

success. Our Under 9s were runnersup in two tournaments, the Under 15s
won Division 2 of the South Bucks
Cricket League, as previously
announced (but well worth repeating)
and the Under 19s competed in the Nat
West U19 T20 competition; an
authentic item with coloured kit,
flashing bails, loud music etc. They
organised themselves admirably.
The senior XIs had the usual
mixture of results; some great wins,
some losses, but always a learning
experience. And, as ever, players of all
abilities got involved and felt part of a
team playing the best game there is.
A notable achievement was
Michael Harris’s 1,000 runs for the
season, achieved in the last game of
the year; a fine example of
application and determination. Mike
has shouldered a lot of responsibility
for ensuring teams are put out for
each fixture and we owe him a huge
vote of thanks, as is due to all the
captains and officials.
The last game of the season saw
the celebration of Jules Swain’s 21st,
and featured an array of fine young
players in their prime, plus some of

their fathers. So well scripted was it,
the side batting second won in the last
over, with nine wickets down. A
wonderful day for Jules and all his
many friends at the club. On a slightly
sad note, we have lost an old friend
and fixture; the huge old oak at the top
of the ground had to be felled, as it
had become dangerously unstable. As
I write, and you read, it is warming
many a hearth, through the provision
of logs. And so it goes, the world
moves on, and we dream of next
season, and all the feats to come!
HOLIDAY HOME TO LET
IN SPAIN
GAUCIN - ANDALUCIA
3 Bedroom property with pool
in the hilltop white village of Gaucin.
Stunning views of Mediterranean,
Gibraltar and Moroccan Hills.

Ring now for availability
Tel. 01494 837602
www.casa-mirador.com

TIM SIMMONS IS

THE VERMINATOR
Pest control services

ALL
INSECTS
FOXES
RABBITS
AND
ANTS

WASPS
GLIS-GLIS
SQUIRREL
RATS
MICE
MOLES

FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE
LOW PRICES - HIGH QUALITY

07734649305
WE WILL ALSO PROOF YOUR
HOUSE/PREMISES TO STOP THEM
COMING BACK
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water. Mother cooked on this stove a
mixture of ground sugar beet, ground
rye (my mother ground the rye in a
small coffee grinder which I still have
with me today) and milk.
We were lucky living in the country
for the rye we collected from the fields,
the sugar beet in a 150 kg sack and the
milk we bought from the farmer either
fetching it at night or early in the
morning. The sugar beet resulted in us
having really bad teeth.
I remember one night a strange
whistling sound could be heard over
head. Mother in panic cried out: “Henk,
Henk, what is this, what is happening?”
A doodlebug bomb had come down
nearby. The Nazis used them in their
ongoing effort to destroy Britain but
this one had lost its way.
Nasty things the doodle bugs or V1
bombs as they were called. All the
windows of our house were broken and
in our basement the floor was shaken
and water from the canal streamed in.
Every morning my father scooped it
out as we all had to live in this small
space with our small special stove. As
there was no electricity the basement
was lit by a lovely green oil lamp which
is now with me at Kings Ransom. Life
had to go on as best we could.
This was our life in the basement
but there was more to come and much
worse was to follow…

Jingle Bells!
By Unity Brennan
ingle all the way to the Lee
Common Christmas Fair! The
festive highlight of the school’s
calendar returns on Saturday 3rd
December and promises to be packed
with seasonal delights!
Come and browse through an array
of lovely gift stalls and local crafts and
pick up an early Christmas present or
two. Indulge in some of our mulled wine
and have one of our delicious barbecued
burgers/veggie burgers for lunch. As
always, you can take home one of our
amazing cakes - the Lee Common
bakers are hard to beat!
We have a bonanza of children’s
games, tombola and face painting, as
well as the ever-popular Gift Alley for
younger ones to buy and wrap presents
for their families!
Of course, Christmas would not be
complete without a visit from the Big
Man in Red and I’m pleased to say he’s
planning to swing by on the 3rd to hear
your Christmas wishes with a small
present for every child. You can even
purchase a bag of reindeer food, ready for
Santa's official visit on Christmas Eve.
The Grand Prize Raffle will be
drawn on the day with a great selection
of booty including Christmas hampers,
family days out, champagne and much,
more. For raffle ticket sales contact the
school office or purchase on the day.
The Lee Common Christmas Fair is
an important fundraiser for the school as
well as being the best way to kick off
Christmas and we’d like to welcome
everyone from the local community to
join us for the festivities. We look
forward to seeing you there!
12-4 Saturday 3rd December.
Adults £1, Children free.
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Christmas at
the Shop
By Symeon Economu
hilst we try to resist
succumbing to the
commerciality of Christmas
too soon we have to be realistic and you
will start to see evidence in the Shop
that the festivities are just around the
corner. Also, we hope we play a part in
your Christmas and would like to entice
you to let us take some of the load.
Last Christmas Eve we were one
Victoria sponge cake short of faultlessly
fulfilling 55 orders totalling over
£3,000. This included turkeys, meat,
vegetables, bread, dairy products, cakes
and a whole load of associated goodies.
Our efforts will start in earnest with
Katie and Laura’s Christmas Event in
the Parish Hall on Saturday 12th
November – see page 8. As well as lots
of new foodie temptations we will be
offering a range of Christmas related
products and gift ideas. I might sneak in
a couple of trays of baklava on the side.
At this event we will have the order
packs for Christmas Eve. These will
include order forms from Kings in
Wendover (turkeys, meat, etc), Darvells
(bread & cakes), Peterley Farm
(vegetables and fruit), Chris’s flowers,
Martin the Milkman (milk, cream, etc)
and some miscellaneous stuff such as
Greek olives, Italian cheese and, of
course, baklava.
This Christmas Eve we hope to
have carols led by the Vocal Lees ladies
choir and we will help things along
with some of Mary’s mulled wine – I
will be first in the queue!
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The fastest way to let everyone in the
Parish know about an event you are
arranging is to publish it right here in
the Newsletter. Contact the Editor by
the 12th of the previous month (see
contact details on page 1).

November
Thursday 3rd. The Lee Walking
Group.
Thursday 3rd. AGM and
‘Tulips’ (Jacques Amand Bulbs).
Ballinger Hall Horticultural Society;
8:00 pm.
Saturday 5th. Coffee Morning at Lee
Common Methodist Church.
Saturday 5th. Bonfire Night at Lee
Common. See page 5.
Tuesday 8th. The Lee Parish Council
Meeting. 7:30 p.m. Presentation on a
‘Bucks Single Authority’. See page 14.
Thursday 10th. CRAG meeting at the
Parish Hall: 8:00 pm.
Saturday 12th. Food and gift market
at the Shop. See page 8.
Saturday 12th. Organ Recital. St John
the Baptist, The Lee. See page 1.
Sunday 13th. Remembrance Service
on the green, 11:00 am.

Saturday 19th. The Lee Roving
Supper. See page 17.
Thursday 24th. Ballinger DFAS. ‘The
Collections of Napoleon and
Josephine. Ballinger Village Hall.
8:00 pm. Guest tickets £8.
Saturday 26 th Ballinger Village
Morning and Christmas Fair.
10:00 am until 1:00 pm Stalls,
refreshments and Father Christmas at
Ballinger Village Hall. Meet your
friends and enjoy a great morning.

Coming Soon
Thursday 1st December. The Lee
Walking Group – starting at 9:30 am
on the Green. Check The Lee Forum
for updates.
Friday 2nd December. The Lee
Newsletter Dinner. See page 9.
Saturday 3 rd December. Coffee
Morning at Lee Common Methodist
Church.
Saturday 3rd December. Lee Common
School Christmas Fair. See page 20.
Sunday 4th December. The Fayrfax
Consort at the Old Church. A joyous
selection of festive music. See page 11.
Thursday 8th December. CRAG
Meeting at the Parish Hall. 8:00 pm.

2018 Calendar
Competition
By The Shop @ The Lee
e are launching a new
photographic competition
for all adults living within
the Parish of The Lee and Ballinger.
This includes The Lee, Lee Common,
Hunts Green, Kings Ash, Lee Gate
and Swan Bottom.
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There are no prizes for this
competition except the pride of having
your photograph in print!
We are looking for photographic
entries from all amateur
photographers. We will be printing
The Lee calendar for the year 2018
and need to find 13 photos (one for
each month and one for the cover) of
the local area, throughout the seasons.
We would like the photographs to
be taken from now and throughout the
coming year. We will need to represent
each month, so will be looking for the
best photo for each of the 12 months.
All entries must be in hard copy
with the following written on the back
or attached securely to the photograph
• Name
• Address, phone number and email
• Place and date photograph was taken
• Month the photograph could
represent
Please be aware that for printing
purposes we will need the 13 winning
photographs as standalone jpegs and
this will be requested at a later date.
If you would like your photo
returned they will be kept at the shop
for a few weeks after the end of the
competition.
Entries (no more than two per
person) must be submitted by 25th
August 2017. Please take all entries to
The Shop @ The Lee. A box will be
left there for this purpose.
Judges will be chosen from the
local area and the 13 winners that they
select will be announced on The Lee
Forum at the end of September 2017.
The Lee Calendar 2018 will go on
sale in The Shop @ The Lee from
October 2017.

The Newsletter

T

he Lee Newsletter is published
10 times a year and distributed
free to all households in the
parish. The views expressed in it are
not necessarily those of the Editor.
We welcome original letters and
articles of general interest and
relevance to The Lee. Copy should be
sent to theleenewsletter@googlemail.
com or, if on paper, to the Editor of
the month (see page 1) by the 12th of
each month.
Letters should ideally run to no
more than 200 words and articles to
700 words; material may be edited and
may also appear on the village website
www.thelee.org.uk unless consent is
specifically withheld. Anonymous
contributions are not accepted.
To advertise or place an insert,
please contact Paul Apicella on 837377
by the 12th of the previous month.
If you have photographs for
publication please contact Jonathan
Batten on 01494 837450 or email
battenjonathan@hotmail.com.
Other members of the Editorial
team: Peter Archer, Gilbert Nockles, Jen
Ogley, Viv Robins, Trish Swain, Colin
Sully and Barnaby Usborne.
Printed by Strongs: 01442 878592.

To book the Parish Hall
or Scout Hut
’phone Anne Barnett on 837796
9 am - 1 pm
6 pm 2 pm - 6 pm
midnight
Mon - Fri
£30 or £10/hr £45 or £10/hr
Sat/Sun
£12/hr
£70
Bank Holiday £12/hr
£70
Car park only
£10
Crockery/cutlery £15 (hire outside the hall)

Rates

