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From the Editor 
By Colin Sully 

I 
t is a rare treat for me to climb into 

the editor’s chair, whilst our 

established hacks take a break and 

our new editors get up to speed; look out 

for their first editions later in the year. 

Many economists and political 

commentators would have us believe 

that 2017 is going to be some sort of 

‘threshold year’. At the national / 

international level we have everything 

from Brexit to trying to guess what 

Donald Trump, Vladimir Putin and Kim 

Jong-un will each do next. Locally we 

have HS2 starting work on construction, 

county elections and a heated debate 

about converting the county into one or 

more unitary authorities. 

It is perhaps worth remembering 

however that in this year 100 years ago: 

• the Battle of Passchendaele 

took place (in Flanders) with an 

estimated half a million deaths, 

• the USA (and China!) declared 

war on Germany, 

• Lenin arrived back in Russia to 

lead the revolution 

… and in this month around 1,984 

years ago: 

• Jesus was crucified near 

Jerusalem. 

These were surely ‘threshold 

events’ on a scale that puts our current 
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national and local issues into some 

sort of perspective. 

We have county elections next 

month… and then perhaps we should 

all look forward to the start of our 

‘summer-of-fun’. 

“Oh let the sun shine bright on our 

happy summer home”. 

Please send your contributions for 

next month to the editor, Viv Robins, 

at: theleenewsletter@googlemail.com 

or hard copy to Crocketts, Crocketts 

Lane by 12th April. 

Potholes to get 
worse! 
By the Local Government Association 

P 
othole levels are likely to 

surge because roads are being 

worn down by a spike in 

h e a v i e r  l o r r i e s ,  t h e  L o c a l 
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Government Association (LGA) has 

warned road users. 

LGA transport spokesman Martin 

Tett (also Leader of Bucks County 

Council) claimed motorists should 

“literally be bracing themselves for a 

surge in potholes”. 

He continued: “Our local roads’ 

network faces an unprecedented 

funding crisis and the latest spike in 

lorries could push our local roads 

network over the edge. 

“Lorries exert massively more 

weight on road surfaces than cars, 

causing them to crumble far quicker. 

“This year could be a tipping point 

year regarding potholes. 

“Councils, who have experienced 

significant budget reductions, now 

face the looming prospect of a bill of 

£14 billion to bring the nation’s roads 

up to scratch.” 

Your letters 
Are we being monitored? 
To the Editor 

I recently spotted this monitoring 

contraption, strapped to an electricity 

pole in the park. Does anyone have 

any idea what it is monitoring – 

people, electricity, birds? 

Barnaby Usborne 

Lee Common 

 
To the Editor 

“Is it nothing to you, all ye who pass 

by?” Words from The Crucifixion by 

John Stainer, who lived in The Lee. 

Written in 1887, this is a moving re-

telling of the events leading to Christ’s 

crucifixion. The rich harmonies, 

dramatic word setting, and soaring 

melodies have ensured that the 

Crucifixion has remained firmly in the 

mainstream of choral repertoire. 

Scored for choir, tenor and bass 

soloists and organ, the work includes 

five chorales to be sung by the entire 

congregation. 

It is to be performed on Good 

Friday, 14th April, at 7 pm in St. Mary’s 

Church, Ivinghoe, by the Beacon 
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The two sides 
of HS2 
By Colin Sully, Chairman, The Lee 

Parish Council 

F 
irstly, my thanks on behalf of 

everyone in the parish to Simon 

Morris, Kathryn Gurney and all 

the CRAG Directors and Team 

Leaders for their work over the past 

seven years. We all know that the 

challenge the Government set the 

Chilterns has been demanding and at 

times ‘attritional’. 

With the HS2 Hybrid Bill 

receiving its Royal Assent in late 

February, the Bill has now become 

an Act of Parliament and the baton 

for representing local residents’ 

Community Choir led by Judith 

Sheridan (who of course leads Vocal 

Lees, The Lee’s own choir). 

Refreshments will be served following 

the performance in The Hub, The Old 

School, Ivinghoe. Tickets are £8, from 

Lindsay Hewlett, 01296 660670 or 

lhewlett@btinternet.com. 

Andrew Burnett 

Wendover 

 

Simply unpleasant! 
To the Editor 

On a regular basis I am having the 

very unpleasant task of removing dog 

poo from our front garden. Can I 

please ask everyone to always keep 

their dogs on a leash while walking 

down Oxford Street. 

Elaine Harvey 

Lee Common 

interests during the construction 

phase passes to local authorities. 

Of course, the Phase 2a and 

Phase 2b Bills still have to work 

their way through Parliament. The 

considerable challenges of diverting 

part of the M1 in Nottinghamshire, a 

possible judicial review on HS2 

L t d ’ s  “ d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  a n d 

incompetence” over the route in 

South Yorkshire and many other 

local battles over Phase 2 have still 

to be resolved. The campaign to stop 

HS2 altogether has also not ended. 

Recently, Kelvin Hopkins, MP in 

Luton North has written that “…

leaks from inside HS2 bureaucracy 

suggest that the total cost of HS2 

will be over £200 billion.” 

Joe Rukin, Stop HS2 Campaign 

Manager, responded by saying: 

“Over the years, we have seen the 

costs of HS2 spiral as they 

constantly make amendments to 

correct previous mistakes… So to 

hear they are actually working to an 

estimate of £200bn seems about 

right, and is maybe the first truthful 

thing to ever come out of HS2 Ltd. 

“It has been clear since the 

outset that HS2 has got this far 

because the contractors who want to 

build it have lobbied hard for it, 
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creating an illusionary imperative 

which has suckered politicians who 

are too lazy to do their own research 

and understand the case for this 

project is completely fictitious.” 

Keep calm… and carry on 
On the other hand, the Government 

and the Labour opposition still seem to 

be wedded to the idea that, whatever 

the eventual cost of HS2, this is a good 

‘strategic investment’ for the nation. 

Paul Bigland, a pro-HS2 blogger 

comments: “I predict that 2017 will see 

a very different situation surrounding 

HS2. Once Phase 1 construction starts 

and thousands of people take up jobs 

building the route I expect public 

opinion towards HS2 will begin to 

change – especially as the anti-

campaign will have faded away. Phase 

2 will still remain an issue but the level 

of opposition is very different in type 

and scale. Don’t expect it to receive the 

same media attention either.” 

And so… the Parish Councils in 

The Lee and Great Missenden, 

together with the District and County 

Councils continue to hold discussions 

with the HS2 delivery teams to ensure 

that the assurances so far given are 

met, to press for further improvements 

and to represent local residents views. 

Discussion continues, in particular 

on local roads issues, on the Hunts 

Green Spoil Heap and on other 

problem areas. 

HS2 Ltd has also recently held 

local drop-in sessions specifically to 

answer property-related and 

compensation issues. Reaction to these 

and more on local matters will be 

reported next month. 

Litter reminder 
By Pat Chinnery 

O 
ur annual litter clearance day 

is on Sunday 2nd April starting 

at around 10:00 - 10:30 am. If 

you are able to help, please get in 

touch with me, Pat Chinnery, on 

837564 or Ann Ash on 837550. 
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The Lee 
Church Fête 
By Rod Neal, Chair Fête Committee 

A 
re you new to the area? Have 

you been looking for 

something traditional in a 

quiet rural setting? Well the annual 

church fête could be just the thing for 

you. Do come along and take part in 

this delightful family afternoon event. 

All readers should make a note in 

their diaries of the date, namely 

Saturday 17th June at 2:00 pm, when, 

by kind permission of Liz Stewart-

Liberty, we will be holding the fête on 

the Green in aid of church funds. 

Symeon Economou of The Lee Shop 

fame has kindly agreed to open the 

proceedings and we will be starting 

with a performance of Maypole 

dancing given by pupils from Lee 

Common School, which many regard 

as the major attraction.  

In addition, there will be cream 

teas, tombola, Pimms and ice-creams, 

bookstall, bric-a-brac, tug-of-war, 

bouncy castle, bowling, Splat-the-Rat 

and many other interesting sideshows. 

The photo shows the Whitethorn 
Morris dancers performing last year in 
front of the Cock and Rabbit and we 
hope they will be able to entertain us 
again this year. 

Every spring brings new life and it 
also brings the opportunity for people to 
rummage – for donations to the tombola, 
for books that are cluttering-up shelves 
and need a new home on the bookstall 
and for unwanted household items that 
really belong in bric-a-brac. Now is the 
time to get these things shifted. 

* Tombola donations to Claire 
Kotchie – 837842 

* Books to Viv Robins – 07946 
537595 

As ever, the committee is always 
very appreciative of help and assistance 
in preparing for the event or on the day 
itself. If you can help in any way just 
give me a call on 837264. 
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From the 
County 
By Cllr Tricia 

Birchley, BCC 

 
 

 

Everything you’d wish a country 
pub to be; great beer, cosy 
inviting bar and a restaurant 
serving great food. All with a 

warm welcome and service only 
a family-run pub can offer. 

 
Wednesdays: Market Menu 

Thursdays: Steak Night 
Fridays: Fish & Fizz 

 
Swan Lane, The Lee HP16 9NU 

01494 837239 
pub@theoldswanpub.co.uk 

case referrals and the employment of 

more permanent social workers. Adult 

Social Care continues to see an 

increase in the number of over 85s 

requiring support and these two 

services now absorb 60% of the 

council budget. The council is pleased 

that the Chancellor listened to local 

government and acted on the crisis in 

social care by an initial commitment 

of another £2 billion over the next 

three years. 

Improving the quality of our rural 

roads continues to be an absolute 

priority for County and that said, BCC 

is now in negotiation with HS2 to 

ensure the safety of local residents 

during the construction phase. Things 

such as official truck routes, 

improvements to junctions, phone 

numbers to report problems are some 

of the important issues for us as the 

Highways Authority. The Council has 

won substantial concessions from HS2 

in terms of funding for community 

projects and once again everyone who 

has contributed to the HS2 debate and 

held them to account deserves our 

sincere thanks. 

Bucks Business First (BBF) is 

tapping into a national campaign to 

empower more women to start their 

own businesses, it has organised a 

‘pizza and networking’ evening to 

encourage young entrepreneurs and is 

seeking entries for the 2017 

Buckinghamshire Business Awards. 

Most businesses in Bucks employ less 

t h a n  2 5  p e o p l e  a n d  t h e 

encouragement of BBF has in many 

cases helped bring inward investment 

into the county. 

For example, Bucks and Thames 

Valley Local Enterprise Partnership 

A 
s the County Council draws to 

the end of its four year term in 

early May, our school results 

continue to be 10% better than the 

national average. Children's Services 

have greatly improved with quicker 
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From the shop 
By Symeon Economou 

2 
016 was an excellent year for the 

Shop – sales were up by 15% 

and the margin was also up 

slightly which combined to give us a 

comfortable surplus of just over £4k. 

(For more detail please come to the 

AGM at noon on Sunday 23rd April). 

We aim to distribute some of this 

surplus by absorbing the recent 

increase in the price of milk, 

squeezing margins on produce from 

Kings Farm (bacon, sausages, ham, 

meat) and investing in a new food 

chiller and a new display freezer. This 

will enable us to improve the range of 

chilled deli produce, frozen ready 

meals and ready-to-cook pastries. 

This investment is part of a move 

to incrementally upgrade the whole of 

our range. To this end we have 

introduced quite a few new products, 

 
 

 

Garden Design | Driveways  
Patios & Paving | Brickwork 

Fencing & Decking  
Turfing & Planting | Groundworks 

Concrete Works  
Footings & Underpinning 
Excavations & Roadways 

 
Tel: 01494 258632 

Mob: 07788 939395 
kingsashlandcapes@hotmail.com 

including sauces, curries, ground 

coffee, bread mixes and lots more. Not 

all of these will be successful but we 

hope that some of them will become 

part of our normal offering. 

Part of our sales growth last year 

was down to the food events we held 

and their success was testament to 

the wide support from the whole 

community. We plan to repeat these 

this year, starting with a Greek 

Easter themed event on Saturday 29th 

April. All of the successful foods 

will be repeated, plus a few new 

ones from an excellent new baker 

and a highly regarded (if chaotic) 

Cypriot butcher! 

We sold out within a couple of 

hours last year so we aim to buy a 

shed-load this time – so we hope you 

will come! 

has successfully bid to government for 

£20 million local growth funding to 

support new road infrastructure, help 

the University of Buckingham to 

double in size and build world class 

business incubation facilities in the 

heart of the county. Looking ahead, 

the Council’s new Strategic Plan will 

focus on looking after Children and 

Adults  with care needs,  the 

envi ronment ,  and  suppor t ing 

economic growth amongst ambitious 

plans to ensure this will remain a good 

place to live in 20 years’ time. 

Please get in touch if I can speak to 

officers on your behalf at County Hall; 

email Pbirchley@buckscc.gov.uk or 

telephone 0771 470 4017. 



8 

Lee Common 
Scouts bound 
for Germany 
By Tom Brockett 

T 
he Scouting year ends with a 

Scout Summer camp, a chance 

for all the Scouts to put into 

practise the skills they have learnt 

throughout the year. At Lee Common 

we are more or less the only troop 

within Chiltern North district that 

has the tradition of having our 

summer camp ‘green-field style’. 

Green-field camping is back-to-basic 

camping where we are allowed to 

camp in a field with the farmer’s 

permission. The only facilities we 

have already there are firewood, a 

tap to get water from and a river to 

wash in. Everything else is built by 

the Scouts and leaders (yep, latrines 

have to be built). 

We have a regular rota of 

campsites we have built up over the 

years by making good friends with the 

farmers (thanks to Chris and Bernard). 

Every four years or so we try and find 

somewhere new to camp. Our two 

main sites are a farm about a half hour 

drive from Alton Towers in the 

Pennines and a site in Llyswen in the 

Brecon Beacons that we have had for 

30 yrs. We’ve also camped on Clinton 

Devon estate near Barnstaple, 

Snowdonia national park and we have 

had a seaside camp in Dorset. 

Last year we had a wonderful trip 

on the Gower Peninsula, kayaking on 

the sea. This year on our rota we are 

due to go to Llyswen. 

However, we are breaking away 

from troop tradition just for this year 

and have been invited to a German 

National Jamboree. Brexit doesn’t 

apply to Lee Common Scouts as far as 

we are concerned! 

Germany bound… apart from the  

photo-bomber! 

A Jamboree is a large gathering of 
Scouts camping together sharing 
experiences and making new friends 
whilst participating in Scouting 
activities. A Jamboree can happen on a 
national or international scale. We 
have been invited to a national 
Jamboree but their theme for this year 
is international, hence our invitation. 

I expect you are wondering how 
did we get invited, being a small 
village in the English countryside? 

The story starts last summer during 
our summer camp week in the Gower 
Peninsula. The site we had was a 
purpose-built campsite; there were a few 
other Scout troops camping on the site 
as well. (Yes, it wasn’t quite technically 
our normal green-field camping). 
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Well, as the week was coming to 

an end a German Scout troop turned 

up for their own camping trip in the 

Gower, who went by the name of 

Stamm Giesterburg. So being Lee 

Commoners we couldn’t resist the 

urge to be nosy and say hi. I was so 

relieved that none of the Scouts 

mentioned the World Cup, phew. We 

only met them on our last night in the 

Gower, so we didn’t have enough time 

to really get to know them or have 

some joint activities. On our last day 

as we were packing up to go home, I 

thought to myself if I get their leader’s 

e-mail address we could set up a pen-

pal system between our Scouts and 

their Scouts. Although it turns out they 

are a much bigger troop than we are, 

with 30 – 50 Scouts, not all of them 

had turned up just yet when we saw 

them that week. 

Three months later… I got around 

to e-mailing their leader to make 

contact about setting up a pen-pal 

system. Two or three e-mails back and 

forth later, they invited us to their 

Jamboree on the 26th July to the 5th 

August this summer. After much 

thought and speaking to some leaders 

in our district who have been on 

Jamborees I thought “let’s do this and 

be adventurous”. It will be such a 

massive personal development 

experience for the Scouts and 

something they will remember in the 

future when they are much older. 

 At the Jamboree, there will be 

5,000 Scouts from across Germany 

and Scouts from countries like Ireland, 

Sweden, Nepal, Portugal, Mongolia, 

Egypt and plenty more, who each have 

a German host troop, our’s being the 

troop that we met in Wales the 
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previous summer. 30 international 

troops will be taking part in total. 

The Jamboree is situated 110 km 

from Berlin in the Mecklenburg Lake 

district, near a place called Grobzerlang. 

The campsite is split into eight 

sub-camps and we will be doing all 

sorts of traditional Scouting activities 

like pioneering, arts and crafts and 

numerous workshops each day. The 

most valuable activities will be for our 

Scouts to experience the games and 

traditions the German Scouts get up to 

and vice versa for them. 

Between now and the summer our 

six ambitious Scouts that are going on 

the trip will be out around the villages 

and at local events fund-raising for 

this once in a lifetime trip. 

If anyone or any companies would 

like to sponsor our bold Scouts in any 

way, whatever size donation, it will be 

really welcomed. 

swallows to return, all the way from 
Africa; another miracle as I see them 
twittering on the telephone wires. I am 
also eagerly waiting for the lapwings 
(peewits) to return, hopefully nesting 
again. Kites are gliding along the sky. 
One is very large and where we live we 
have a ring-side seat to see it all. 

Do I get angry about HS2? 
Yes, I do, but I can only live one 

day at a time. However it does need an 
almighty protest against previous 
Governments who lost all kinds of 
common sense and who will use this 
train anyway - politicians, investors, 
bankers. It’s always money, money, 
money. In a very restless, disturbing 
world we very badly need places of 
beauty and stillness where people can 
find tranquillity and inner peace. 

As I walk along I notice the kitchen 
door of Strawberry Hill Farm is still 
closed. I know why it is, because Mrs 
Ruby Bunce has died. She used to sit 
there in the porch enjoying an early 
morning cigarette. Ruby was married to 
Charles. She was a ‘no nonsense’ 
English woman and I remember her 
loading up straw bales in the field. She 
wasn’t easy to get to know but after a 
while we became friends. I liked her and 
I miss her already when I see that closed 
kitchen door. Charles died 20 years ago 
and she is now with him, ‘safely home’ 
and well taken care of, together with 
Charles who I remember well. 

I do not believe in ‘cloud cuckoo 
land.’ But I do believe in heaven, 
God’s Country and life after death and 
God’s new world. How do I know? 
Because I know against all kinds of 
arguments God is love and if not God 
would be cruel and unfair. What about 
all the suffering in the world the list is 
endless? Mankind causes that, not 

It’s spring again 
By Reina Free 

Y 
es, in spite of heavy 
downpours, howling storms 
and even frosts, an amazing 

breath-catching miracle is taking place. 
Just look at the buds. Take a hawthorn 
bud: a small little thing, but within is a 
leaf and flower impatiently moving 
about ready to get out and before too 
long there they are, in their hundreds and 
thousands. Just a hedgerow along a 
country lane and it’s everywhere, in 
orchards and grass verges. It’s nature 
against many human caused adversities, 
yet it continues to get on with the 
business of new life. I can’t wait for the 
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God. Why does He not do anything 
about it? In His time He will. Now is 
the time we should do something, 
anything about it, in any way however 
small or big to make a change for good. 

Bridge too far? 
By Kathryn Dickinson et al 

T 
his hand occurred recently 

during our weekly bridge 

evening. It presents a crucial 

early decision for the defenders 

during play. 

 

♠ K Q J 9 

♥ Q 8 5 3 

♦ Q 5 3 

♣ K Q 

♠ 3                ♠ 6 4 

♥ 10 9 4               ♥ 7 2 

♦ A J 8 4              ♦ K 10 9 2 

♣ J 6 4 3 2              ♣ A 10 9 8 7 

♠ A 10 8 7 5 2 

♥ A K J 6 

♦ 7 6 

♣ 5 
 

Dealer: South 

Vulnerability: None 
 

At our table, the bidding 

progressed: 
 

 S    W   N  E 

     1 ♠  Pass   4NT*    Pass  

     5 ♥  Pass   5 ♠ 

 

       * Roman Key Card 

 

West led 3♣, won by East with the 

Ace. What should East return to take 

the contract down? (See page 27.) 
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MARTIN THE MILKMAN 

Doorstep delivery of fresh 

milk, dairy produce, bread, 

eggs, fruit juices and more. 

To place an order call 

01442 833944 

PHONES MANNED 4 PM – 6 PM 
ANSWERPHONE AT OTHER TIMES 

A 
 new HS2 fashion store is 
now operating from its town 
centre premises in St Peter 

and has already established itself as 
the area’s leading action-sports 
fashion store, offering a range of 
clothing from leading brands such 
as DC Shoes, Animal, O’Neill, 
Oakley, Reef, Metal Mulisha and Fox. 

HS2 launches 
fashion store 
By Avril Premier 

“HS2 offers something new in 

terms of young fashion and denim” 

said a spokesperson. “We are proud to 

offer the largest choice of denim 

across fits and washes, for both men 

and women.” 

Full details available from: 

http://www.hs2fashion.com/about-us/  

St Peter Port, Guernsey 

’Tis the season 
for leather on 
willow 
By Trish Swain 

W 
ith the arrival of April and 

the promise of the summer 

to come, every cricketer’s 

heart beats a little faster, and it’s not 

just because they are training hard at 

winter nets. 

After a long, wet winter the 

thought of warm sunny afternoons 

watching and playing cricket are very 

welcome. The Lee Cricket Club is in 

good shape, work has been done on 

the  wicket ,  t ra in ing courses 
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MJ Electrical Engineering Ltd 
NICEIC Approved Electrical Contractor 

 

An established family business with 

courteous, prompt service, covering 

Beds, Bucks & Herts.  
 

For more information please visit 

our website or contact Mike 
 

Tel:   01296 630703 
 

Web:  www.mj-electrical.co.uk 
 

Email:    mcrockett@mj-electrical.co.uk 

Service with a personal touch 
Hand picked designer frames 

Contact Lens Specialist 
Retinal Scanning 
Family Friendly 

Feel free to walk in at any time 

(our late night opening is on 

Wednesdays) or contact us at: 

Chiltern Opticians Ltd. 

75 High Street Great Missenden 

Bucks HP16 0AL 

01494 868496 

info@chilternopticians.com 

www.chilternopticians.com 

undertaken and plans are afoot for 

senior and colts matches. 

The AGM in February saw many 

committee roles being filled, but at 

present the role of Treasurer is vacant. 

If you could spare a few hours a 

month to help out in this capacity, you 

would be made very welcome. 

Support and advice will be available 

from the outgoing Treasurer, and you 

do not need to be able to play cricket! 

If you are interested please contact the 

C h a i r m a n ,  P a t r i c k  W a l s h 

patrick_a_walsh@hotmail.co.uk 

If you are new to the area and 

would like more information about 

playing at The Lee, please contact 

Patrick or visit the club’s website 

www.theleecc.org.uk or the cricket 

section of the village website 

www.thelee.org.uk 

Seven editors 
for two setters 
By the Editorial Team 

W 
e are pleased to report that 

our plea for some new part-

time Newsletter editors has 

had an excellent response; with 

Richard Dickinson (Swan Lane) and 

Phil Harrison (Crocketts Lane) joining 

the team, and Barnaby Usborne 

(Cherry Tree Lane) also set to resume 

editing. [We also had an offer “if we 

are really stuck” from Symeon 

Economou, for which we are grateful.] 

The new cast of editors will take 

on their first editions later in the 

summer; it could result in seven 

different editors for the first seven 

editions of the year! 
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HOLIDAY HOME TO LET 
IN SPAIN 

GAUCIN - ANDALUCIA 

3 Bedroom property with pool 

in the hilltop white village of Gaucin. 

Stunning views of Mediterranean, 

Gibraltar and Moroccan Hills. 

Ring now for availability 

Tel. 01494 837602 
www.casa-mirador.com 

Conversations 
with the Revd 
David Burgess  
No. 10: Forgiveness 
In a series of articles for The Lee 

Newsletter, the Revd David Burgess is 

interviewed by Tony Brignull, an old 

friend and lifelong Buddhist. This 

Easter they discuss forgiveness, and 

ask is it possible? 

Tony Brignull: David, forgiveness 

has a central position in Christianity, 

arguably more so than in any other 

religion.  We are even asked to forgive 

our enemies. It must have been a 

radical idea at the time for people 

raised on ‘an eye for an eye.’ 

David Burgess It’s still challenging 

today, but it’s both practical and 

beautiful. 

T.B. What do you mean by 

‘practical’? 

D.B. It relieves us of burdens which 

might break us. Forgiving someone 

who harms us relieves them of guilt 

and us of hatred. 

T.B. You’re saying it has a 

transformative quality. But the person 

who needs forgiving has to ask for it, 

has to feel remorse? 

D.B. Indeed. Nelson Mandela’s ‘Truth 

and Reconciliation’ transformed 

enemies into friends, ‘them’ into ‘us’.  

It united a nation. But it needed an 

effort from both sides. 

T.B. And the father who forgave the 

IRA for murdering his son at 

Enniskillin, it speeded up the peace 

process, I understand. But what if we 

don’t share his magnanimity; what if 

we don’t feel forgiveness?  

D.B. It’s very, very difficult. A 

woman priest who loved her ministry 

gave it up when she found, despite all 

her efforts, she couldn’t forgive the 

man who killed her daughter. She felt 

she shouldn’t preach what she couldn’t 

practise. 

T.B. We can only imagine her terrible 

ordeal and respect her integrity, but 

some might feel she was being too 

hard on herself, a quality not 

unknown among fervent members of 

the Church? 

D.B. You can see her point when God 
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gave up his own son to die on the 

cross, and whose last words were to 

beg forgiveness for those who 

crucified him. 

T.B. Possibly even more difficult than 

forgiving is forgetting, what does the 

Church say about this? 

D.B. We can’t forget, it’s there, it’s 

indelible. What we can do is to refrain 

from mentioning it, to offer a clean 

slate, a new beginning. 

T.B. Which we all want and need. 

D.B. Every single day we need it, but 

at Easter we remember that need and 

celebrate the promise of forgiveness in 

the symbol and the living truth of the 

resurrection. 

T.B. We haven’t mentioned the need 

to forgive ourselves for our failings.   

D.B. And one of the failings to which 

we are prone is to claim the glory for 

ourselves: ‘How good I am!’ Time and 

again we are warned against this. 

Though we are made in God’s image, 

we are told and recite often, ‘thine is 

the power and the glory’. It’s God’s, 

not ours. 

T.B. If we cling onto it, it can 

become part of our burden, however 

good the deed. 

D.B. Yes, and a very heavy one, too. 

You’ll remember that John Bunyan’s 

pilgrim was finally relieved of his 

burden after many tribulations. This I 

take to be the essential message of 

Easter. We can forgive and be 

forgiven, we may walk with a lighter 

tread, we can be joyful, we can be 

grateful for our lives. 

T.B. David, as the Greeks say on 

Easter Sunday, ‘Christos Anesti’.  

Christ is risen. 

D.B. ‘Alithos Anesti.’ Risen truly. 

Services for  
April 
St John the Baptist 
 2nd 8:00am  HC Revd D Burgess 

Old Church 

   10:00am AA Joint all-age  

Mr A Eccleston  

  9th  10:00am PC  Palm Sunday 

Revd D Burgess 

12th  7:30pm  Holy Week 

Compline 

Lay Leader 

13th  10:00am  Maundy Thursday 

Communion 

Revd D Burgess 

14th  12:00am Dev Good Friday 

Mr D White 

16th  10:00am PC Easter Day 

Revd D Burgess 

23rd  10:00am  PC Mr A Eccleston  

30th 10:00am   Four Parish 

Communion at 

Cholesbury 

Ven. Guy 

Ellesmore, 

Archdeacon of 

Buckinghamshire 

HC Holy Communion (said)  

PC Parish Communion (sung) 

AA All-age service 

Dev Devotional Service 

 

Contacts:  

     Vicar: The Revd David Burgess 

(01494-837315). Licensed Lay 

Minister: Mr Tony Eccleston (07777 

640386) Churchwardens: Roderick 

Neal (01494-837264) and Trevor 

Pearce (01494-837601). Verger: Bill 

Pearce (01494-785191). Treasurer: 

David Stephenson (01494-867617). 
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selection of home-made cakes on 

Saturday  6th May, 10:30 to 12 noon. 

All welcome. Proceeds divided 

b e t w e e n  C h r i s t i a n  A i d  a n d 

Lindengate. 
 

St. Mary’s, Ballinger 
   2

nd  9:30am  Holy Communion 
 

Do also come along to our 

Patronal Evensong on Sunday 30th 

April at 6:00 pm. Everyone very 

welcome. Refreshments to be served. 

Methodist Church 
  2

nd 10:00am AA Joint Service at 

St John the 

Baptist Church 

 9th  3:00pm  Palm Sunday 

Gerald Tomkins 

11th  8:00pm HC Holy Week 

Communion  
16th 3:00pm HC Easter Day  

Revd Steve Watts 
23rd 3:00pm  Revd Gregory 

Hargrove 
30th 10:30am  Circuit Service at 

Chesham 
              

Our next Coffee Morning is on 
Saturday 1st April 10:30-12 noon. 
All are welcome. 

Spring has sprung! Come and see 

our collection of plants: Petunias, 

Geraniums, Antirrhinums, etc. plus a 

History first 
hand no. 8 
Flying Camels and chasing 

Sunbeams: travels with my 

father (Part 1) 
By George Barnaby 

Sporting History – the story of the 

birth of British Motor Racing 

S 
urvivors of the Royal Flying 

Corps (RFC) in the First World 

War found it hard to settle back 

into civilian life and, despite the 

dangers of flying in wartime, they 

missed the excitement, adventure and 

camaraderie of the RFC. This is the 

story of one young pilot who found the 

answer to this problem. 

My father, Alfred James Barnaby 

was born in Nottingham in 1896 and 

became passionate about cars. To put 

1896 into perspective regarding 

mechanical development: only seven 

years earlier the Wright brothers 

accomplished the first powered flight. 

Two years later, the first automobile 
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race had taken place from Paris to 

Rouen. These two events sparked my 

father’s lifelong interest and, to a 

lesser degree my own, in motor racing. 

By 1916 my father completed an 

apprenticeship in motor engineering, 

motor garages were gradually 

replacing horse and carriage stables. In 

1895 there were only fifteen cars in 

Britain but by 1914 there were 

thousands on the roads and the urge to 

race them was too strong to ignore. 

Apart from Brooklands in Surrey, 

there were no other racing circuits 

available and so drivers took their cars 

to the hills. Hill Climb racing soon 

became a smart and sociable event. 

In 1913 Aston Hill (near Halton) 

became a renowned motor racing 

venue. Lionel Martin and Robert 

Bamford had a small business in West 

London producing their own make of 

car: the Martin Bamford. Lionel 

Martin made the first successful ascent 

of Aston Hill in 1914 and the Martin 

Bamford car enjoyed great acclaim. 

When Bamford left the partnership 

Martin was required to devise a new 

name for his own make of car. In 

tribute to his success on Aston Hill, 

the ideal name was found – Aston 

Martin! And so the marque of Aston 

Martin was born! 

Qualifying as a motor engineer 

seemed a smart business move for 

father, but the outbreak of World War 

One put a hold on careers and he was 

drafted into the Royal Flying Corp as a 

trainee pilot. This, on the face of it, did 

not appear to be such a smart move: 

the mortality rate for RFC pilots by 

1917 was one in four. My father 

survived the terrors of aerial battle 

thanks largely to the introduction of 

Thomas Sopwith’s bi-plane the 

Sopwith Camel. The Camel became 

the iconic fighter of the war, 

accounting for 1,294 enemy aircraft. 

Most renowned was pilot Roy Brown 

who, whilst flying a Camel, shot down 

Germany’s ace pilot, Baron von 

Richthofen, the ‘Red Baron’.  

In 1918 my father returned to 

Civvy Street with a vastly increased 

knowledge of motor engineering but it  
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lacked the sense of adventure, 

excitement and the camaraderie of his 

former years with the RFC. So, how 

could he combine these elements with 

a steady career? By the 1920s father  

had found the answer – racing cars! 

During his travels my father met 

wealthy businessman and keen racing 

driver Dan Higgins, a prominent 

ga rage  owner  in  Sou thpor t , 

Lancashire. Higgins also owned two 

Sunbeam Racers – the Sopwith Camel 

of the race track. Higgins and Barnaby 

often raced Sunbeams on dubious 

tracks, beaches and at hill climbs, 

enjoying varying degrees of success. 

Media coverage was minimal in 

those days although a photo in one 

report published in 1927 shows A J 

Barnaby driving his ‘Old Iron’ 

Sunbeam in the lead in the season’s 

100 mile race. 

He continued to race throughout 

the 1920s but, following his marriage, 

he decided to hang up his leather 

helmet and goggles – probably to the 

relief of his wife and new employer 

Henlys Motor Group, distributors of 

Sunbeam Talbot cars. 

1934-1938 was a new era for 

motor sport. Motor racing continued to 

develop technically and to gain 

increased public interest. ‘Old Iron’ 

Sunbeams and their drivers were 

retiring and being replaced by the next 

generation. New, purpose built, racing 

circuits began to appear with new 

marques of cars: Alfa Romeo, 

Maserati, Mercedes and Auto Union 

(modern day Audi), the fastest cars the 

world had ever seen. Cars from the 

two German factory teams dominated 

the sport until the outbreak of the 

Second World War in 1939. 

 During the war motor car 

manufacturers and distributors with 

large workshops switched from 

producing and selling cars to 

manufacturing material for war. The 

Henlys Motor Group was one of 

many organisations working under 

the authority of the Ministry of 

Aircraft  Production and was 

responsible for delivering aircraft 

parts for Spitfires and Hawker 

Hurricanes to the assembly plants. 

My father, then 44, was part of the 

Henlys’ delivery team. His visits to a 

Hurr icane  plant  would  have 

triggered memories of his First 

World War days – the Hurricane 

being designed and built by Sir 

Thomas Sopwith’s company. 

George’s father in his Old Iron Sunbeam 
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THE VERMINATOR 

WE WILL ALSO PROOF YOUR 

HOUSE/PREMISES TO STOP THEM 

COMING BACK 

Pest control services 

TIM SIMMONS IS  

WASPS 

GLIS-GLIS 

SQUIRREL 

RATS  

MICE 

MOLES 

ALL 

INSECTS 

FOXES 

RABBITS 

AND    

ANTS 

FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE 

LOW PRICES - HIGH QUALITY 

07734649305 

 

WELCOME TO 7, PLACE ST. PIERRE  

Provence/Cote d’Azur 
 

If you are looking for somewhere special to 

embrace French village life then this is it!   

This lovely medieval stone house with south 

facing roof terrace was once one of the olive 

mills in the village of Callas. 
 

Beautiful Provencal villages, St. Tropez and 

beaches 50 minutes away, a wealth of 

amazing vineyards on your doorstep, local 

Provençal markets, golf, water sports, 

superb cycling terrain and the fabulous 

Gorge du Verdon – all nearby. 
 

The house can accommodate 4 people 

comfortably (1x double room and 1x twin 

room) and is furnished to a high standard.  

 

For further details please call Sarah Booth 

on 07704 651055 or email  

booth.tilia@btinternet.com.   

Visit www.frenchmaison.co.uk  

(property ref:  PLA2648) to see photos 

After the war, in 1945 a new 

structure was introduced to motor 

racing but it took several years, until 

1950, for the sport to pick up again. A 

points system for drivers was 

established and a formal World 

Championship was introduced, the 

first of which took place in 1950 at a 

refurbished Silverstone. Alfa Romeo 

took the first three places. By now 

father had retired from racing and 

returned to Henlys and Sunbeams, 

now labelled Sunbeam Talbot. My 

father had accumulated a wide circle 

of friends and acquaintances in motor 

sport and some had risen to positions 

of influence – handy for securing 

priority seating, passes, VIP hospitality 

and the opportunity to rub shoulders 

with the driving elite of the day. 

Next month George recalls his 

travels with his Father as they toured 

the Grand Prix circuits of post war 

Europe. If you have a story to 

contribute to the History First Hand 

series please contact Anthea Hartley, 

email: bassibones@yahoo.co.uk or 

telephone 837372. 

Shop calendar 
By Katie Michaelson-Yates 

H 
ow are The Lee’s amateur 

photographers progressing 

with their spring shots of 

our village? 

We are looking for a lovely group 

of eclectic spring photographs to 

choose from, for the 2018 calendar. 

At this stage, please just give any 

printed colour photocopies to the staff 

at The Lee Shop. 
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The Dog House 

DOG GROOMING PARLOUR 

All dogs large and small 

Contact Lynda on 01494 867149 

lyn1st@aol.com 

City and Guilds qualified. 

Fully insured. 

The Lee 
Flower Show 
Saturday 15th July 
By Jonathan Batten 

its work on the schedules and these 
should be ready for delivery to your 
doors in early May. 

We have all had to battle with 

difficult weather conditions during the 

winter but forget all that and be ready to 

enter a variety of things grown, cooked, 

crafted, photographed and painted. 

And then when you think your day 

is done you can still ride on to: 

The Lee Flower Show Dance 
By Laura Doggett and Neeta Norton 

Write it in your diaries, plug it into 

your iPhone or just stick a big post-it 

note on your fridge! The night of the 

year will be on Saturday 15th July from 

7:30 pm until late. 

What better way to celebrate but in 

the marquee with good friends, a 

brilliant band and a glass/case or two! 

Do start thinking about tables and 

numbers – tickets will be going on 

sale in the first week of June at £20 

per person. 

But for now put the date in your 

diaries and we look forward to seeing 

you all there. 

For any information, do please 

contact Flower Show Dance HQ at 

leeflowerdance@gmail.com 

A 
pril and its glorious spring 
sunshine can be the real start 
of the gardener’s year. 

You will have completed your 
pruning and given the grass a cut and 
this month the serious stuff begins. 

The Flower Show Committee is 
also on to the serious stuff of 
organising the show – it has completed 

The Lee Parish 
Council news 
By Liz van Hullen, Parish Clerk 

Drop-in Parish surgeries. 

W 
e held the first of our Drop-
in sessions on Saturday 18th 

March between 10:00 am 
and 12 noon at the Parish Hall. Both 
District Cllr Nick Rose and County Cllr 
Tricia Birchley joined us and we were 
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Carpets Ltd 

CARPETS, VINYL AND 

WOOD FLOORING 
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GREAT MISSENDEN 

01494 862125 

Cromar 

really pleased with the number of 
parishioners who took the time to call in 
and talk to us. The topics raised covered 
roads (particularly parts of Oxford 
Street, Kings Lane, Swan Bottom, pot 
holes in general, gulley clearing, fly 
tipping and verges), the HS2 project 
and planning applications. 

 The Lee Millennium Diary was 
also on display, as it will be in May 
and July. For those who have not seen 
it, the Diary is a wonderful account of 
life in The Lee during the year 2000. 

Future dates for Drop-ins are 6th 

May and 1st July. Do call in with your 
questions and comments… and to 
have a look at the Diary. 

Allotments 
Currently we have three available 

plots. Please contact the Clerk if you 
are interested in growing your own 
fruit bushes, plants and vegetables and 
would like an allotment. The term runs 
for 12 months, renewable in 
September of each year. 

Waste Collection 
We are aware that, particularly in 

more rural parts of the Parish, weekly 
waste collections are sometimes 
missed. You can report a missed 
collection by completing the form on 
the Chiltern District Council website - 
http://www.chiltern.gov.uk/missedbin 

Cllr John Ford 
At the Parish Council meeting on 

14th March we bid farewell to John Ford 
as a Cllr. John first became District Cllr 
22 years ago and has also served as Cllr 
and Chairman of the Parish Council. The 
present and past Chairmen of The Lee 
Parish Council and District Cllr Nick 
Rose paid tributes to the contribution 
John has made to the local community. 

We wish him well. 
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Chilterns Food 
and Drink 
By Visit Chilterns 

G 
ood taste comes naturally in 

the Chilterns and during 

March and April you can 

enjoy ‘A Taste of the Chilterns’. 

Once the larder of London, the 

historic market towns, tucked-away 

villages, pubs, farmland, chalk-fed 

streams and ancient woods all hint at the 

growing, trading and of course, 

enjoyment of good local food and drink. 

During the Chilterns Festival of 

Food and Drink, you are invited to 

sample some of the delicious local fare 

through a series of tours and tastings. 

Many of the events are taking place 

in late-March, but during the first 

week-end of April, you can still catch 

the following:: 

* E-bike tours with afternoon tea 

Enjoy a day out cycling through 

the beautiful Chilterns’ countryside. 

The Ashridge and Berkhamsted tours 

will take you through ancient 

woodlands and historic sites such as 

Berkhamsted Castle before indulging 

in a home-made cream tea. 

* Farm walk and talk 

Daniel Hares, third generation 

farmer at Buckmoorend on the 

Chequers estate, will give an 

interesting and amusing talk on the 

realities of life down on the farm and 

the benefits to all of us of non-

intensive traditional farming methods. 

* Chiltern Society walk at Chenies 

Manor: Meat and Honey Ramble  

A moderately easy walk of 

approximately 6.5 miles exploring the 

beautiful Chess Valley, its wonderful 

views and delicious local produce. The 

walk includes a light two-course lunch 

in the grounds of the Tudor Grade I 

listed Chenies Manor using the 

products featured in the walk, 

followed by a guided tour of this 

historic manor. 

Fu l l  de ta i l s  ava i lab le  a t : 

www.visitchilterns.co.uk  

Spring events 
By the Chiltern Society 

T 
he Chiltern Society organises 

many events throughout the 

year. Here are a few examples 

of local events in April. 

Chocolate workshop 
In Chesham on 8th April, lean how 

to temper chocolate and discover easy 
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Great Missenden 

A warm, friendly sheltered house for 

the elderly in the picturesque centre of 

the village. 

Come and take a look and see for yourself 

and have a chat with Carol Lauder Ross. 

Tel: 01494 865026 or  

email for a brochure: 

info@abbeyfieldgreatmissenden.co.uk 

Find out more on our website: 

www.abbeyfield.com 

Abbeyfield is a charity and a 

not for profit organisation 

 

HOUSE TO LET FOR HOLIDAYS 
IN SOUTH OF FRANCE 

 

New 3 bedroom house on small château 
development with communal pool in 
quiet Languedoc village. Sleeps 6. 
5 minutes walk to shops, café, etc. 

Near Mediterranean beaches, 
mountains, lakes, caves, markets. 

 

For details and availability call 837596 
or email jasv0905@btinternet.com 

Mervyn’s 
Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaning Services 

Independent carpet cleaning 
specialist with over 30 years 

experience. 

CARPETS. UPHOLSTERY. 
RUGS. HARD FLOOR. 

CARPET PROTECTION. 
FULLY INSURED. 

Friendly and reliable service. 
Most work by recommendation. 

Environmentally friendly  
cleaning materials. 

For a no obligation quote ’phone 
01525 371724 or 07975 847027 
Email: mersu@btinternet.com 

Fred has been foraging for his 

supper for over three decades and 

will show you exactly what you can 

safely pick. 

Bluebell walk and pub lunch 
Join us on a walk on 26th April 

with stunning views that will take you 

through beautiful woodland and a visit 

to the Ashridge Visitor Centre, 

finishing with delicious pub lunch at 

the Bridgewater Arms.  

For full details of these events and 

many more, or to book an event, visit 

www.chilternsociety.org.uk 

ways to decorate your Easter eggs. 

You will get to take home everything 

you make! 

Wild foraging 
Spring time walks will never be 

the same again after you attend our 

Spring Foraging day on 12th April with 

Fred Gillam.  
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 The Lee – Off 
Road Cycle 
Tours No 25 
Bacombe Hill, Whiteleaf 

Cross and Pulpit Hill 
By Rudi Kalveks 

S 
pring and the return of better 
ground conditions invite us to 
explore some of the more scenic 

bridleways near the Ridgeway. This 
route takes in the varied ascents and 
descents of Bacombe Hill, Whiteleaf 
Cross, Pulpit Hill and Cobblershill, as 
well as some (fairly well-signed) 
sections of the Icknield Way. Be 
prepared for some muddy stretches. 

Route Finding: 
1. Start at the Cock and Rabbit. 

Take the road past Pipers and turn 
right into Kings Lane at Hunts Green. 

2. At Kings Ash turn left into 
Chesham Lane and then, after 100 
yards, right on the track past Concord. 
Tackle the Hogtrough Lane descent. 
Continue past Boswells. 

3. At the Wendover road system, 
turn right and then after 500 yards, left 
downhill on a short bridleway. At the 
A413, turn right and then left uphill at 
the roundabout. 

4. At the first bend, take the 
Bacombe Hill bridleway on the left. 
Steep climb. 

5. At the top, near a gate to the 
Coombe Hill NT site, take the bridleway 
to the right, for a steep and bumpy 
downhill. 

6. Emerge by the Ellesborough golf 
course. Turn sharp left and follow the 
bridleway around the side of the hill. 

7. After a mild climb, emerge by the 
Chequers back gate. Turn left uphill at 
the road junction. Cross immediately 
into a small clearing. Take the lower of 
two bridleways. 

8. At a crossing of bridleways, pick 
up the Icknield 
Way (‘IWay’) 
and turn right 
downhill. At the 
Rignall Road, 
the bridleway 
c o n t i n u e s 
straight on into 
a field. 
9. Shortly after 
a left-hand 
bend, the IWay 
crosses the road 
and continues 
uphill into Pond 

Wood. Follow the IWay through the 
wood as best you can. 

10. Find a crossing of muddy 
bridleways and continue ahead along the 
IWay, which winds and then emerges in 
a small parking area. Cross the Cadsden 
Road, keeping on the IWay through 
Ninn Wood. A long climb on a good 
surface. 
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11. Near the top, turn right and 
follow the IWay to Whiteleaf Cross. 

12. After taking in the views across 
the Vale of Aylesbury, continue on and 
find the steep bridleway heading 
downhill. On reaching the first houses, 
leave the IWay and turn right onto a 
bridleway. Continue to the pub at 
Cadsden. 

13. Turn left into Cadsden Road and 
then shortly right into a bridleway across 
the Pulpit Hill Nature Reserve. At a 
junction of bridleways head left 
downhill to the A4010. Turn right for a 
500 yard road stretch to Great Kimble. 

14. Take bridleway on the right 
heading back uphill. Steep climb past 
the ancient Pulpit Hill fort hidden in the 
trees. Follow the muddy bridleway as 
best you can. 

15. Find a crossing of muddy 
bridleways and turn left, re-joining the 
IWay. Retrace your route. 

16. At the crossing of bridleways 
turn right uphill. Follow the IWay to 
Little Hampden. 

17. At Little Hampden, cross the 
lane and follow the IWay to the left. 
Downhill followed by a steep climb. 

18. Turn right, leaving the IWay, and 
continue through Hampdenleaf Wood to 
Cobblershill. 

19. At Coblershill, the bridleway 
continues across the road. After 

‘Blossoms’ on your left, the bridleway 
passes fields and enters a small wood. 

20. On exiting the small wood, take 
the bridleway fork left downhill to the 
A413. 

21. Turn right into the A413 and 
then, after 500 yards, left up Leather 
Lane. Left at the top of Leather Lane. 

22. The return to the Cock & Rabbit 
is straightforward. 

Total distance: 18 miles. Nine climbs 
for a total of 750m ascent. Allow 2½ to 
3 hours, or more, depending on surface 
conditions. 

Don’t forget: helmet, puncture repair 
kit, water, go slow for horses. 

Recommended: 1:25,000 O/S Map - 
Chiltern Hills North - Explorer 181. 

Good cycling. 

     * A colour version of the map 

shown here can be found at 

www.thelee.org.uk/cyclemap25 



26 

The fastest way to let everyone in the 
Parish know about an event you are 
arranging is to publish it right here in 
the Newsletter. Contact the Editor by 
the 12th of the previous month (see 
contact details on page 1). 
 

April 
Saturday 1st. Coffee Morning at Lee 
Common Methodist Church. 
Sunday 2nd. Annual Litter Clearance. 
See page 4. 
Thursday 6th. The Lee Walking 
Group. On the Green at 9:30 am. 
Thursday 6th. Ballinger Horticultural 
Society Spring Show: 8:00 pm. 
Sunday 9th. The Lee Old Church 
Trust: AGM at 7:30 pm followed by 
wine & canapés. 
Tuesday 11th. Ballinger Evening WI. 
‘A Female in Fleet Street’ with 
Deborah Brady at 8.00 pm. 
Saturday 22nd.  Vintage Tea Party. At 
The Lee Parish Hall, 10.00 to 12 noon. 
See page 16. 

Sunday 23rd. Shop AGM. See page 7. 
Thursday 27th.  Ballinger DFAS. ‘The 
New Cumberland Art Gallery at 
Hampton Court’ 8:00 pm. 

THE LEEWAY – YOUR 

VILLAGE SUPPORT TEAM 

If you have difficulty getting to your 

doctor or the hospital, doing your 

shopping or would like a home visit and 

a friendly chat, then please ring: 

 01494 837177 

Mon - Fri: 10 am - 4 pm. Sat: 10 am - 

12 noon. Please give us reasonable notice 

of your requirement to help us organise it. 

Saturday 29th. Greek Easter-themed 

event at the Shop. See page 7. 
Sunday 30th. Patronal Evensong  at St 
Mary’s Church, Ballinger. 6:00 pm.  

Coming soon 
Thursday 4th May. The Lee Walking 
Group. Meet on The Lee green at 
9:30 am. 
Saturday 6th May. Coffee Morning 
and Plant Sale at Lee Common 
Methodist Church. See page 16. 
Saturday 6th May. Parish Council 
Drop-in-surgery. 10:00 am to noon at 
the Parish Hall. See pages 20-21. 
Tuesday 9th May. The Lee Parish 
Council Meeting at the Parish Hall 
7:30 pm. 
Tuesday 19th  May. Ballinger Evening 
WI. ‘The Yorkshire Wolds Way’ with 
Jo Laurie at 8.00 pm. 
Saturday 10th June. The Lee Old 
Church Trust. A perfect blend of 
Flute and Cello; a sparkling 
performance with Helen Vidovich and 
Valerie Wellbanks. 
Tuesday 13th June. Ballinger Evening 
WI. ‘The Chancellor’s Wallpaper’ 
with Graham Goode at 8.00 pm.  
Saturday 17th June. The Lee Church 
Fête on the Green. See page 5. 
Saturday 1st July. Parish Council 
Drop-in-surgery. 10:00 am to noon at 
the Parish Hall. See pages 20-21. 
Tuesday 11th July. Ballinger Evening 
WI. ‘The Afghan Connection’ with Dr 
Sarah Fane at 8.00 pm. 
Saturday 15th July. The Lee Flower 
Show in the afternoon followed by 
The Lee Flower Show Dance in the 
evening. See page 20. 
Sunday 5th November. Bonfire night 
at 5:30 pm - early notice! 
Saturday 18th November. Roving 
Supper - ditto! 
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Rates 9 am - 1 pm 
2 pm - 6 pm 

6 pm - 
midnight 

Mon - Fri £30 or £10/hr £45 or £10/hr 
Sat/Sun £12/hr £70 
Bank Holiday £12/hr £70 

The Newsletter 

T 
he Lee Newsletter is published 
10 times a year and distributed 
free to all households in the 

parish. The views expressed in it are 
not necessarily those of the Editor. 

We welcome original letters and 
articles of general interest and relevance 
to The Lee. Copy should be sent to 
theleenewsletter@googlemail.com or, if 
on paper, to the Editor of the month 
(see page 1) by the 12th of each month. 

Letters should ideally run to no 
more than 200 words and articles to 
700 words; material may be edited and 
may also appear on the village website 
www.thelee.org.uk unless consent is 
specifically withheld. Anonymous 
contributions are not accepted. 

To advertise or place an insert, 
please contact Paul Apicella on 837377 
by the 12th of the previous month. 

If you have photographs for 
publication please contact Jonathan 
Batten on 01494 837450 or email 
battenjonathan@hotmail.com. 

Other members of the Editorial 
team: Peter Archer, Richard Dickinson, 
Phil Harrison, Jen Ogley, Viv Robins, 
Adam Speller, Trish Swain, Colin Sully 
and Barnaby Usborne. 

Printed by Strongs:  01442 878592. 

To book the Parish Hall 

or Scout Hut 
 

’phone Anne Barnett on 837796 
 

Car park only £10 
Crockery/cutlery £15 (hire outside the hall) 

Pets of the 
month No. 15 
By Coke and Daisy 

T 
rusty servants Coke (the 

Collie) and Daisy (the Golden 

Retriever) from Buckmoorend 

Farm Shop on the Chequers Estate at 

Butlers Cross. Coke is responsible for 

keeping the farm’s flock of 150 ewes 

in check. Go on – give us a smile! 

[If you have a pet you would like 

featured in the Newsletter, just send a 

photo and a few details to the Editor - 

see page 1.] 

Bridge too far? 

O 
nly a diamond return by East 

enables E-W to take three 

tricks off the top. Anything 

else allows declarer to throw away a 

losing diamond on the K♣. 

Note: 4♥ by South makes; as does 

3NT played by North. 


