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From the Editor 
By Viv Robins 

I 
 always think the Chilterns look 
particularly lovely at this time of 
year. Who would believe there 

could be so many different shades of 
green in nature, enlivened now by 
purplish banks of bluebells? Happily it 
seems this idyll may continue for a 
little longer before being wrecked by 
HS2, according to Colin Sully’s report 
on this page. More time in which to 
enjoy the unalloyed delights of village 
life, from classical music through 
cricket and bridge to dog-walking and 
Morris dancing, with the promise of 
the Fête and Flower Show to come.  

Next month we welcome the first 
of our new Editors, Richard 
Dickinson. Please send material to him 
by 12th May, preferably by email at 
theleeneewsletter@googlemail.com or 
as hard copy to Field Cottage, Swan 
Lane, The Lee, HP23 6NS. 

 

HS2: slow start 
to building  
By Colin Sully, Chairman, The Lee 

Parish Council 

T 
o mis-quote Oscar Wilde and 

the Bard: “To lose a Chief 

Executive may be regarded as 
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a misfortune; to lose a Chief 

Executive, the Chairman, the Director 

General, a raft of other senior 

managers and two major contractors… 

looks as if something is rotten in the 

state of Denmark”. It also explains 

perhaps why HS2 Ltd has felt the need 

to employ 17 different PR companies! 

Notwithstanding all this the 

Government continues to maintain that 

the HS2 project “remains on track” 

and that “there are no sinking ships”. 

Work on the ground to actually build 

the railway continues to move 

forward... albeit perhaps rather slowly. 

Enabling works 
Contracts to begin the ‘enabling 

works’ have been let by HS2 Ltd to a 

company called Fusion JV. The scope 

of this contract includes ecology and 

environmental works, demolition, 

archaeology, utility diversions and 

highway realignments; all work 

needed to be completed before the 

main railway construction can begin. 

In the Chilterns area Fusion JV is 

progressing a new access road onto the 

M25 near Denham, continues with 

ground investigation work and has 

started ‘newt re-homing’. Other local 

preparatory works will begin later in 

the year; however it is not expected 

that the building of the haul road from 

the Gt Missenden roundabout to the 

portal, nor the highways works needed 
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at the A413 / Rocky Lane junction, will 

be started during 2017. This is in part 

because the main contractors will want 

to influence the detail of this work and 

they are yet to be appointed. 

Main construction contracts 
Separate contracts are being let to 

build the tunnel as far as South Heath 

and to construct the railway north of 

the portal. These main contracts have 

been sent for tender and HS2 Ltd hope 

to be able to announce the successful 

bidders later in the summer. Only then 

can the detailed design work begin, 

which it is anticipated will take a 

further 12 to 18 months. 

Residents along the route have 

been told that the major construction 

works are planned to commence only 

in 2019. HS2 Ltd state “this was 

always the plan” and does not accept 

that this represents any delay to the 

overall project. 

Hunts Green spoil heap 
At the time of writing we are also 

waiting for a planning application to 
be submitted to allow the re-siting of 
the temporary spoil heap at Hunts 
Green Farm nearer to the line. Again 
the detail of this planning application 
may be delayed until the main 
contractor is appointed. 

Consulting on the design 
We have assurances from HS2 

Ltd that the main contractors will 
consult local communities on the 
design of “key elements” of the 
railway before they submit detailed 
planning applications for each 
structure to the district councils. 
Locally these key elements include 
the two viaducts, the tunnel portals 
and the ventilation shafts. The 
process by which this consultation 
will take place is still to emerge. 

Funds for local projects  
Communities and businesses near 

the railway are invited to bid for the 
Community and Environment Fund 
(CEF) and the Business and Local 
Economy Fund (BLEF) which are 
being made available by Government. 

The funds are available for local 
projects such as the refurbishment of 
community centres, environmental 
conservation and measures to support 
local economies and employment. 

The Parish Council will be floating 
ideas on this at the Annual Parish 
Meeting on 23rd May (see page 6). 

Parish Councils 
The Lee, Great Missenden and 

Wendover Parish Councils have 
decided to combine in forming a 

3 

HOLIDAY HOME TO LET 
IN SPAIN 

GAUCIN - ANDALUCIA 

3 Bedroom property with pool 

in the hilltop white village of Gaucin. 

Stunning views of Mediterranean, 

Gibraltar and Moroccan Hills. 

Ring now for availability 

Tel. 01494 837602 
www.casa-mirador.com 

MJ Electrical Engineering Ltd 
NICEIC Approved Electrical Contractor 

 

An established family business with 

courteous, prompt service, covering 

Beds, Bucks & Herts.  
 

For more information please visit 

our website or contact Mike 
 

Tel:   01296 630703 
 

Web:  www.mj-electrical.co.uk 
 

Email:    mcrockett@mj-electrical.co.uk 

Your letters 
To the Editor: 

Following my letter in last month’s 
Newsletter asking about the mystery 
box strapped to a pole in the park, I 
received an explanation from Mike 
Addison.  

working group with HS2 Ltd and their 
contractors during the construction of 
the railway. 

The first formal meeting of this 

group is due to be held shortly. A 

report will appear next month. 

people have had difficulty in detecting 

the reason for the power cuts (outages) 

we have been having over the winter. 

This gadget helps pinpoint the time 

and place that these faults occur. How 

this is done when there are no obvious 

connections I, as a long-time lapsed 

mechanical engineer, have no idea. 

Barnaby Usborne 

Lee Common 

 

To the Editor: 

Further to Elaine Harvey’s letter in the 

April Newsletter, it must be awful for 

the people who live in Oxford Street to 

have to remove dog faeces from the 

front of their house and Elaine asks 

dog owners “to always keep their dogs 

on a leash”. We would like to add that 

not only should the dogs be on a leash 

but the owners should pick-up any 

The box is an “overhead fault/

phase detector for the 11kv power 

lines”. Apparently the electricity 
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Dog Photography, Working Dogs, 
Game Shoots, Pets 
Action and Portrait 

________________________________________________ 

 

Chrissi Ratcliffe LRPS 

07719 731507 / 01494 837452 

chrissi_bell@hotmail.com    
www.chrissibellphotography.co.uk 

faeces deposited by their dogs, 

whether it is in someone’s garden, 

the allotment area or any footpath 

that is used by others. 

We walk many dogs around our 

beautiful parish and always clear up 

after all the dogs we care for so that 

residents and visitors do not have the 

horrible experience of stepping into 

our dogs’ faeces. 

We might add that we also pick-up 

other dogs’ faeces when it is in 

prominent places on the public 

footpaths but obviously should not 

have to do this. 

Dog-owners who fail to pick up 

after their dogs get the rest of us dog-

owners a bad name! 

Peter and Jo Jordan 

Lee Gate 

To The Editor: 

With the advent of spring, out come 

the badgers in search of yummy 

earthworms. To find these delicacies 

the badger uses its front claws to rip 

back the turf, beneath which lurks 

the earthworm.  

All very natural, but if it is your 

lawn that is being torn apart you may 

not feel totally well-disposed towards 

this wildlife. 

Spotting a local farmer in the 

Shop at The Lee one day I asked 

him how to stop the badger causing 

this damage; his advice was an 

unhelpful “shoot it”.  

So, seeking alternative solutions 

after nights of damage, I resorted to 

putting the words ‘badger-scarer’ 

into Amazon.  

To my surprise pages of products 

came up offering the solution. Many 

were American products offering all 

sorts of technological solutions that 

scare the animal away without 

causing damage or pain. Ultrasound 

+ sonic sound + strobe lighting, all 

motion-activated, were the main 

solutions offered. 

Installing one unit, the problem 

simply moved around the lawn. Two 

more units provided total coverage 

and since their installation no more 

nocturnal visits by Mr Brock. 

These scarers can also be set to 

deter insects, squirrels and deer, as 

well as raccoons and opossums!!  

Mr Brock now focuses his 

activities in the adjacent fields. 

Philip Harrison 

Lee Common 
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Everything you’d wish a country 
pub to be; great beer, cosy 
inviting bar and a restaurant 
serving great food. All with a 

warm welcome and service only 
a family-run pub can offer. 

 
Wednesdays: Market Menu 

Thursdays: Steak Night 
Fridays: Fish & Fizz 

 
Swan Lane, The Lee HP16 9NU 

01494 837239 
pub@theoldswanpub.co.uk 

Shake a leg at 
the Old Swan 

T 
he annual visit of the Aldbury 

Morris Men to The Lee comes 

early this year. 

They will be dancing at the Old 

Swan at 8:00 pm on Thursday 4th May. 

Do come along to either watch or join 

in the fun. 

 

Goodbye and 
hello at Lee 
Parish Council  
By Liz van Hullen, Parish Clerk 

A 
t the March Parish Council 
meeting Councillors offered 
sincere thanks to long-

standing councillor John Ford. A 
member of Chiltern District Council 
and The Lee Parish Council for over 
20 years and Chair of the Parish 
Council until May 2016, John 
combined these roles with a full-time 
career in the city and a career in wider 
politics. We will miss John’s hard 
work and well-considered input and 
thank him wholeheartedly for all that 
he has done for the parish.  

We also offer a very warm 

welcome to Simon Morris who joins 

the Parish Council this month. Simon 

is keen to work with and support the 

local community and brings a wealth 

of useful knowledge and of course 

recent involvement with the Chiltern 

Ridges HS2 Action Group (CRAG). 

We are very much looking forward to 

working with Simon in the future. 

Drop-in Parish surgeries  
The next Drop-in surgery will be 

held on Saturday 6th May between 

10:00 am and 12:00 noon at the Parish 

Hall. Following on from the success of 

the first one, held in March, the 

Millennium Diary will again be with 

us, to take you back to what you were 

doing in the year 2000. District Cllr 

Nick Rose and County Cllr Tricia 

Birchley will try to join us and we will 
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be only too happy to talk to you about 

topics you choose to raise. 

Annual Parish Meeting  
This will be held on Tuesday 23rd 

May, 7:30 pm at the Parish Hall. All 

parishioners are cordially invited to 

join this annual meeting. 

We hope to have a representative 

from Thames Valley Police to talk to 

us about rural policing policies. In 

addition we plan to include: 

         • a full report from the Parish 

Council 

         • Superfast Broadband: the 

progress being made 

         • HS2: the Community and 

Environment Fund. 

Please do come along, meet your 

councillors and ask questions. A full 

agenda will be published on the 

website soon. 

Fête to start 
with a swing  

By Rod Neal 

B 
e sure to be prompt at this 

year’s Church Fête on 

Saturday 17th  June – held by 

kind permission of Liz Stewart Liberty 

– so as not to miss the maypole 

dancing on the Green immediately 

after the opening at 2:00 pm. The 

children of Lee Common School 

spend a long time practising their 

routines and their parents have all 

made a commitment to bring them 

along, so I’m sure they would 

appreciate a good turnout! 

Whether new to the area or 

established residents, volunteers are 

always welcome to assist with the 

running of the Fête. This does not 

need to be a daunting or time-

consuming task – any time you are 

able to give in the preparations or on 

the day itself will be greatly 

appreciated. 

Donations and contributions need 

to be made as follows:- 

Raffle prizes – to Jane Neal 837264 

Cake-making – to Wendy Robertson 

07771 845521  
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Tombola donations, bottled drinks 

or cosmetics – to Claire Kotchie 

837842 

Second-hand books – to Viv Robins 

07946 537595 

Volunteers for shifting books – to 

Viv Robins 

Bric-a-brac – to Rod Neal 837264. 

 

All change for    
Chiltern DC?   
By Bucks County Council 

W 
e are currently conducting 

an online survey of 

o r g a n i s a t i o n s ’  a n d 

residents’ views on the proposals to 

form one or more unitary authorities 

in the county. There is a reasonable 

consensus that Bucks residents would 

benefit from a move to unitary 

authorities which combine the roles 

of County and District into one level 

of local authority.  

The question remains however: 

would residents be better served by 

two unitary authorities - one based in 

the North of the county and one in the 

South - or by one county-wide 

authority? [In a two-unitary authority 

solution, in the South, the area of 

Chiltern District would be merged 

with South Bucks and Wycombe 

Districts.] 

The survey, being conducted on 

behalf of Bucks CC, is available here: 

http://futurebucks.co.uk/yourviews/   

and is open until 19th May.  

It’s not a referendum... but it is a 

opportunity to let your views be 

known! 

 
 

 

Garden Design | Driveways  
Patios & Paving | Brickwork 

Fencing & Decking  
Turfing & Planting | Groundworks 

Concrete Works  
Footings & Underpinning 
Excavations & Roadways 

 
Tel: 01494 258632 

Mob: 07788 939395 
kingsashlandcapes@hotmail.com 
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MARTIN THE MILKMAN 

Doorstep delivery of fresh 

milk, dairy produce, bread, 

eggs, fruit juices and more. 

To place an order call 

01442 833944 

PHONES MANNED 4 PM – 6 PM 
ANSWERPHONE AT OTHER TIMES 

Cream teas 
back on menu  
By The Lee Old Church Trust. 

T 
he Lee Old Church Trust will 

be serving their traditional 

cream teas on the Sundays 

following the Fête and the Flower 

Show. That means that on 18th June 

and 16th July you can once again come 

along and enjoy afternoon tea between 

3 -5 :00  pm in  t he  pea ce fu l 

surroundings of The Lee Old Church.  

 

Scrub up for 
charity run  
By Hannah Chard 

S 
cannappeal ,  the chari ty 
dedicated to providing state-of-
the-art medical equipment for 

Buckinghamshire Healthcare NHS 
Trust and community hospitals, is 
staging a family fun run on 21st May. 

Participants can choose a 5k or 1k 
route, both of which start and finish at 
Amersham Cricket Club and will take 
in the beautiful Great Missenden Way 
and Shardeloes. Those taking part are 
welcome to run, jog or walk, and don 

their favourite doctors’ and nurses’ 
outfit in tribute to the incredible work 
our doctors and nurses do.  

By taking part you will be 
supporting Scannappeal’s All Heart 
Appeal which is raising funds to buy 
two latest generation 3D scanners to 
diagnose and evaluate heart disease. 

Equipment purchased by the charity – 
whose Chairman is Lee resident Bill 
Baxter – is used every 10 minutes in 
the local hospitals by one in four 
Buckinghamshire residents.  

Registration for the Scrub Run 
closes on Wednesday 17th May at 
midday. Adult entry is £10, 5 to 16 
year olds £5 and under 5s run free, 
with every participant receiving an 
exclusive Scrub Run medal on 
completion. 

For more information go to:  
http://www.scannappeal.org.uk/event/
scrub-run. 
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Double delight 
at Old Church  
By The Lee Old Church Committee 

F 
or one very special Saturday 
night in June The Lee Old 
Church will be the place to find 

a riveting musical experience: the 
unique pairing of lyrical flute with the 
warm colours of the cello, brought to 
us by the talented Amici Duo. 

Helen Vidovitch and Valerie 
Welbanks are both accomplished 
musicians who originally met at the 
Royal Academy of Music in 2008 and 
since then they have performed 
together at many prestigious venues. 

The programme will include the 
renowned baroque classic La 
Tempesta di Mare by Vivaldi, Elgar’s 
simple, fresh Chanson de Matin and 
Vaughan Williams’ poignant The Lark 
Ascending, once voted Britain’s 
favourite classical work -- and every 
shimmering note enhanced by The Lee 
Old Church’s wonderfully rich 
acoustics. 

Afterwards canapés and sparkling 
wine will be served, kindly sponsored 
by Kingshill Cars of Great Missenden.  

The date: Saturday 10th June; the 
time: 7:30pm. To make sure you don’t 
miss out call Pam Garner on 837501 
or Jilly Carleton-Smith on 837205 for 
tickets – just £15 each including 
refreshments. 

Small ads 

T 
able tennis table, in good 

condition but with a wobbly 

wheel, free to a good home. 

Buyer collects. Please call 837 258. 
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Tails up on 
April walk  
By Rita Sully 

W 
e had an excellent day for 

our April village walk as the 

sun shone and spring was 

definitely all around us. Liz Ford led a 

starting group of 13 people with 

accompanying dogs on a varied walk 

through woods and fields where some 

early bluebells were on show, but by the 

time we arrived back at the village shop 

only four people remained as others had 

opted for shorter routes home. 

Only one dog got left behind for 

a short while at a kissing gate and 

had to wait to be retrieved: 

otherwise a good time was had by all 

four-legged friends. On Thursday 4th 

May we will meet as usual on the 

village green at 9:30 am. 

 

Bridge too far? 
By Judy Hart et al 

T 
his hand occurred during our 
weekly bridge evening. It 
presented an interesting 

discussion… after the hand was played. 

 

♠ 4 2 

♥ A K Q 6 4 2 

♦ - 

♣ Q J 9 6 4 

  ♠ J 10 9 8 6 5              ♠ 3  

  ♥ J               ♥ 8 7 5  

  ♦ A Q J 9 3             ♦ K 10 8 5 4 

  ♣ K              ♣ 10 8 7 2 

♠ A K Q 7 

♥ 10 9 3 

♦ 7 6 2 

♣ A 5 3  
 

Dealer: South 
Vulnerability: None 

 

South opened with 1NT and 12 
tricks were made, but could you see 
how to bid a mini slam? (See page 23.) 
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Service with a personal touch 
Hand picked designer frames 

Contact Lens Specialist 
Retinal Scanning 
Family Friendly 

Feel free to walk in at any time 

(our late night opening is on 

Wednesdays) or contact us at: 

Chiltern Opticians Ltd. 

75 High Street Great Missenden 

Bucks HP16 0AL 

01494 868496 

info@chilternopticians.com 

www.chilternopticians.com 

SHORT-TERM 

RENTALS 
From £295 per week (all inclusive) 

 

Self-catering holiday  

or temporary accommodation  

at Lee Common 
 

Moving house?     
         Completion dates don’t coincide? 

         House sale falls through? 

         Builders outstaying their welcome? 

 

Expecting Visitors?      
         Need extra accommodation? 

 

Self-contained Period Property:  

sleeps four guests 
 

Tel: 01494 837798 
e-mail: lowerbassibones@yahoo.co.uk 

Make-over for 
cricket ground  
By Trish Swain 

O 
n a glorious spring Sunday on 

9th April, which was warmer 

than many match days, 

players turned up to spring-clean the 

club and tidy-up the surrounding area. 

This included strimming rough areas 

and clearing away the remains of a 

tree that had come down last year.  

Chairman Patrick Walsh commented: 

“The ground is looking fabulous right 

now - the investment in ground 

improvements has certainly paid off”.  

 Friday night soft ball cricket starts 

again on 5th May and many youngsters 

are already enrolled and counting the 

days till those fun-filled evenings 

begin. Senior matches will have 

started by the time you read this, a 

great way to celebrate St George's Day 

on 23rd April. 

The Club sends its congratulations 

to Patrick Walsh who has spent all 

winter attending an umpires’ course, 

successfully passing the exam in early 

April. Howzat?  

Please see the website 

www.theleecc.org.uk for further 

details or email Patrick Walsh 

patrick_a_walsh@hotmail.co.uk. 
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Conversations 
with the Revd 
David Burgess  
No. 11: The Church’s 

mission (part one) 
In a series of articles for The Lee 

Newsletter the Revd David Burgess is 

interviewed by Tony Brignull, an old 

friend and lifelong Buddhist. This 

month they begin to discuss the 

Church’s mission. 
Tony Brignull: David, when you told 
me you wanted this month’s theme to be 
the Church’s mission, I confess I felt a 
little uneasy. What do you mean by 
‘mission’? 
David Burgess: I mean the sharing of 
faith, a confidence in what you believe, 
promoting the gospel. 
T.B. Isn’t this dangerously close to 
wanting to convert people? When I was 
seriously ill in Wycombe General some 
years ago, a Christian who made 
voluntary visits of comfort asked me if 
I’d renounced the devil. I was tempted 
to prove I hadn’t. 
D.B.. I’m sure he was sincere, but like 
all of us he had his limitations and came 

across as a less than perfect messenger. 
I can see how that didn’t help!  
T.B. What’s the answer to that? 
D.B. Better training, maybe…? It might 
help if we tackle the Church’s mission 
in two parts. Next month let’s consider 
the institution and today the mission of 
the individual Church member. 
T.B. How would you describe this? 
D.B. Some call it life-style evangelism. 
One Christian speaker refers to it as 
one beggar telling another where to 
find bread. 
T.B. I’m a little worried about this 
‘telling’ - it smacks of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses knocking on the door. They 
may be good people but they’re 
uninvited guests. Isn’t it better if others 
ask: “how come you’re so happy?” Or 
if people say, “she is so good, so 
honest, so reliable – I’ll have what 
she’s having”?  
D.B. That’s what I mean by life-style 
evangelism, modelling your faith by 
showing its good qualities. And by 
being the living, maybe even shining, 
example of positive religion in everyday 
life. It’s no use being an evangelist if 
you cheat at cards. 
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T.B. David, remind us what 
‘evangelism’ means. 
D.B. It comes from the New 
Testament Greek, meaning ‘the 
bringing of good news’. 
T.B. I do see the problem – someone 
finds the answer to their life, a new 
direction, a source of true happiness, 
and it’s only natural they should want to 
share it with others, but again, is it 
always welcome? 
D.B. Jesus was crucified for it, and 
many since have been killed, beaten 
and abused. 
T.B. The dilemma is widespread. Take 
the TV for example: the other night 
Frank Skinner, a comedian who hosts 
Room 101, announced that he’s a 
practising Roman Catholic. I didn’t 
need to know that, but he evidently 
needed to say it. I still wonder why. 
Then in a series of sketches the 
comedienne Tracey Ullman makes 
pariahs of people who declare they’re 
Christian. Why do people need to come 
out as Christian? 
D.B. Not everyone does – many people 
keep their religion as a private thing – 
but it’s a natural thing for others to bear 
witness. It’s a confirmation or, perhaps, 
an affirmation. You nail your colours to 
the mast and sail under them. Christ said 
that by their deeds shall you know them, 
implying that actions speak louder than 
words. Help your neighbours, share 
what you have with them, don’t let them 
down, go about your life peacefully, be 
happy, be truthful, be grateful, then 
others may say -- this Christianity, 
maybe I should try it. 
T.B. David, next month let’s examine 
how the Church itself pursues its 
mission in these troubled times for the 
world and for religion. 
D.B. I look forward to it, Tony. 

Services for  
May 
St John the Baptist 
 7th 8:00am  HC Revd D Burgess 

Old Church 
   10:00am AA Joint with Lee 

Common 
Methodist Church  
Revd D Burgess  

14th  10:00am PC  Revd D Burgess 
21st    7:30pm Matins Lay-led 
25th  10:00am  Ascension Day 

Communion 
Revd D Burgess 

28th 10:00am   PC Mr A Eccleston  
 
HC Holy Communion (said)  
PC Parish Communion (sung) 
AA All-age service 
 

Contacts:  

Vicar: Revd David Burgess (837315). 
Licensed Lay Minister: Mr Tony 
E c c l e s t o n  ( 0 7 7 7 7  6 4 0 3 8 6 ) 
Churchwardens: Roderick Neal 
(837264) and Trevor Pearce (837601). 
Verger: Bill Pearce (785191). 
Treasurer: David Stephenson (867617). 
 

Methodist Church 
  7

th 10:00am AA Joint Service at 
St John the 
Baptist Church 

14th  3:00pm  Pam Sitford 
21st  3:00pm HC Revd Steve Watts 
28th 3:00pm  178th Anniversary 

conducted by 
Margaret Scott, 
Salvation Army  
      

Our next Coffee morning is on 

Saturday 6th May 10:30 am – 12 noon. 
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Mike Lake 
Friendly & Local 

Painter & Decorator 
For that professional touch 

Interior & Exterior 

Also Property Maintenance 

For a free quotation please call:  

01494 866873 / 07723 017005 

mikelake42@talktalk.net 

a sketch of the next model - father’s 

connections were far reaching! 

In 1952 the French Grand Prix 

was staged at Rouen les Essarts and a 

‘walk anywhere’ pass gave us the 

opportunity to size up the contestants’ 

machinery – I grabbed the chance to 

sit in Mike Hawthorn’s Cooper 

Bristol. However, it was not a good 

day for the Brits: Peter Collins 

managed 8th place but Hawthorn 

retired with ignition problems. 

Honestly, I didn’t fiddle with 

anything in his car before the race! 

1953 and the next event on our 

calendar was the annual Alpine Rally 

the Coupe des Alpes, first started in 

1932 – the year I was born. Until 1965 

the rally, which was for production 

cars, started and finished in France but 

also featured mountain passes in 

Austr ia ,  Germany,  I ta ly  and 

Switzerland. Father made short work 

of the fabled Route Sud N7 for our 

drive directly to Cannes where we 

witnessed the final timed trials and 

enjoyed some V.I.P. hospitality.  

The Rootes Group, by then 

owners of the Sunbeam marque, 

entered four Sunbeam Alpine 

Coupes, one of which was driven by 

Stirling Moss and John Cutts who 

finished 8th out of over 100 entrants. 

While my father caught up on trade 

issues with Geoffrey Rootes I caught 

a close-up of Stirling Moss. Another 

fascinating journey with Father “B” 

to note in my diary. 

Memorable Monza  
In 1954 The Italian Grand Prix was 

he ld  in  Monza ,  Mi lan ,  and 

enthusiast ical ly supported by 

thousands of flag-waving Italians 

willing their beloved Ferraris to win. 

Come and see our selection of 

antirrhinums, geraniums, petunias etc 

plus home-made cakes. All are 

welcome. All proceeds for Christian 

Aid and the Lindengate charity at 

Wendover. 

 

St. Mary’s, Ballinger 
   7

th   9:30am  Holy Communion 
  (followed by refreshments) 

History first 
hand No. 9 
Flying camels and chasing 

Sunbeams: travels with my 

father (Part 2) 
By George Barnaby  

Sporting history – touring the Grand 

Prix circuits of post-War Europe  

I 
 was now in my twenties and often 

invited to join my father on his 

travels in England and to Europe 

where I also enjoyed the benefits of 

his connections in the racing world. I 

recall driving to Italy to the Grand Prix 

and on arrival we were greeted by the 

designer of the Triumph TR2 sports 

car. I clearly remember him giving me 
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Unfortunately they were disappointed 

that year because Juan Manuel Fangio 

won the race in a Mercedes. When 

father and I walked back to our car to 

start the journey home I was about to 

climb into the front passenger seat 

when my father said “You’re in the 

back, we’re giving Mike Hawthorn a 

lift back to his hotel.” Sitting listening 

to the banter between the Ferrari 

driver (soon-to-be Britain’s first 

World Champion) and the racing tales 

of yesteryear from an old Southport 

Racer was fascinating, a most 

memorable moment for a young racing 

enthusiast like myself. 
In 1955 the British Grand Prix 

was held at Aintree near Liverpool 
and  was  memorab le  fo r  an 
extraordinary event that took place at 
the finishing line. The season-
dominating Mercedes team entered 
four cars with the rest of the field just 
making up the numbers. Britain’s top 
drivers were in the field of 25 cars: 
Stirling Moss, at his home Grand 
Prix, was driving one of the four 
Mercedes, Mike Hawthorn for Ferrari 
and Peter Collins for Maserati. The 
betting was predictable: Fangio in a 

Mercedes would win by a 
mile followed by the other 
three Mercedes. The rest were 
anyone’s bet. As it happened 
the pundits almost got it right 
e x c e p t  t h a t  M o s s 
unexpectedly won from 
Fangio. The main drama of 
the race had been reserved for 
the final seconds: Fangio, a 
wheel ahead of Moss and 
almost at the line, suddenly 
braked hard (we saw the 

smoke from his tyres) and 
Moss took the flag by 0.2 seconds 
ahead of Fangio – a remarkable 
gesture from the then current World 
Champion. However, this incident 
was never admitted. This was the first 
British Grand Prix won by Stirling 
Moss and he was also the first British 
driver to win his home Grand Prix. 

George Barnaby in Mike Hawthorn’s Cooper Bristol 
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THE VERMINATOR 

WE WILL ALSO PROOF YOUR 

HOUSE/PREMISES TO STOP THEM 

COMING BACK 

Pest control services 

TIM SIMMONS IS  

WASPS 

GLIS-GLIS 

SQUIRREL 

RATS  

MICE 

MOLES 

ALL 

INSECTS 

FOXES 

RABBITS 

AND    

ANTS 

FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE 

LOW PRICES - HIGH QUALITY 

07734649305 

Where are they now? 
What became of these historic 

racing drivers? Sadly, in 1958 Peter 

Collins was killed in the German 

Grand Prix and Mike Hawthorn, so 

devastated by Collins’ death, retired 

from racing immediately after 

winning the Championship that same 

year. Hawthorn himself died the 

following year whilst racing his 

Jaguar road car against Tony Brooks 

on the A3 by-pass near Guildford. As 

for my father (pictured right): having 

defied the guns of the Red Baron, 

been rattled and rolled-upon by two-

ton Sunbeams and having driven 

thousands of miles following his 

passion for motor racing, he finally 

retired to enjoy a more sedate interest: 

the growing of award-winning roses – 

forever the competitor!  
If you have a story to contribute to 

the History First Hand series please 

contact Anthea Hartley on 837372 or 

bassibones@yahoo.co.uk.  

Alfred James Barnaby 

Funds available 
for community 
schemes  
By Calor Gas Limited 

A 
t Calor we would like to give 

something back. Through our 

new Calor Rural Community 

Fund, we are offering rural off-grid 

communities the chance to win up to 

£5,000 for projects that will improve 

local life. 

Projects we are looking to support 

could be anything from community 

centres, village halls and sporting 
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KINGSHILL 
CARS FOR ALL OCCASIONS 

CHILTERNS 

AIRPORTS 

LONDON 

01494 868699 
Email: bookings@kingshillcars.co.uk 

 

WELCOME TO 7, PLACE ST. PIERRE  

Provence/Cote d’Azur 
 

If you are looking for somewhere special to 

embrace French village life then this is it!   

This lovely medieval stone house with south 

facing roof terrace was once one of the olive 

mills in the village of Callas. 
 

Beautiful Provencal villages, St. Tropez and 

beaches 50 minutes away, a wealth of 

amazing vineyards on your doorstep, local 

Provençal markets, golf, water sports, 

superb cycling terrain and the fabulous 

Gorge du Verdon – all nearby. 
 

The house can accommodate 4 people 

comfortably (1x double room and 1x twin 

room) and is furnished to a high standard.  

 

For further details please call Sarah Booth 

on 07704 651055 or email  

booth.tilia@btinternet.com.   

Visit www.frenchmaison.co.uk  

(property ref:  PLA2648) to see photos 

venues to youth clubs and scout 

groups, or they could be initiatives to 

support the elderly. We’re open to 

your ideas. 

Get involved – applications for 

funding are open until 17th May, so 

why not submit your project for a 

chance to win. Details on our website 

www.calor.co.uk/communityfund/

project/apply.  

Are broadband 
plans finally 
gathering speed?  
By Colin Sully 

I 
n November 2016 Paul Farrelly 

a n d  I  r e p o r t ed  o n  o u r 

understanding of the plans at that 

time for upgrading the broadband 

service provided through The Lee 

telephone exchange.  

Although the final detail of the 

Connected Counties (CC) ‘Contracts 2 

and 2 extensions’ will only emerge 

when ground surveying is completed 

later this year, it does now seem likely 

that further local improvements may 

be included. [CC is the body funded by 

central government, Openreach, 

Chiltern District Council and others to 

coordinate these improvements.] 

Our current understanding of the 

plan is as follows:- 

Phases 3 and 4 
Customers who currently have 

direct lines (‘Exchange Only’) to The 

Lee exchange will benefit from an 

upgrade due for completion by the 

second quarter of 2018. 
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The question as to whether you 

have a direct line (EO) or are cabinet-

connected can be answered at: 

www.connectedcounties.org  

Type in your postcode and it will 

tell you whether you are EO... and 

whether you are ‘in scope’ for an 

upgrade or ‘still exploring solutions’. 

Those closest to the exchange 

(premises in Lee Common, Lee 

Clump, The Lee 

green) will see the 

b i g g e s t 

improvements; those 

farther away with 

direct lines (Hunts 

Green, Sly Corner) 

w i l l  a l s o  s e e 

significant benefits. 

     B a l l i n g e r 

customers (as far as 

Crawley Farm) are linked to the Lee 

Common exchange through cabinet 

(CAB 2) which will also be upgraded 

to fibre in 2018. They will also 

therefore see significant improvement. 

Phase 5 
There are also now proposals for 

including premises currently served by 

the cabinet CAB 1 (at the top of Red 

Lion Hill) which covers most of Swan 

Bottom, Lee Gate, Kings Ash and 

parts of Chartridge. At this stage the 

work is not fully-funded or authorised 

– however, once authorised it could be 

completed by the first quarter of 2019. 

The exact improvement at each 

premise will depend on distance from 

the fibre-connected cabinet. Those 

premises less than 1.2 km should, we 

are told, receive up to 30 Mbps 

download, reducing as you go beyond 

that distance. 

I have written to Cheryl Gillan to 

try to get more urgency into all this... I 

can’t believe it’s two and a half years 

since we first met to discuss it. 

We have also invited someone 

from CC to speak at our Annual Parish 

Meeting on 23rd May (see page 6). 

Hopefully they will be able to provide 

more detail at that time. 

Mervyn’s 
Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaning Services 

Independent carpet cleaning 
specialist with over 30 years 

experience. 

CARPETS. UPHOLSTERY. 
RUGS. HARD FLOOR. 

CARPET PROTECTION. 
FULLY INSURED. 

Friendly and reliable service. 
Most work by recommendation. 

Environmentally friendly  
cleaning materials. 

For a no obligation quote ’phone 
01525 371724 or 07975 847027 
Email: mersu@btinternet.com 
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Great Missenden 

A warm, friendly sheltered house for 

the elderly in the picturesque centre of 

the village. 

Come and take a look and see for yourself 

and have a chat with Carol Lauder Ross. 

Tel: 01494 865026 or  

email for a brochure: 

info@abbeyfieldgreatmissenden.co.uk 

Find out more on our website: 

www.abbeyfield.com 

Abbeyfield is a charity and a 

not for profit organisation 

parents have been known to contribute  

just a little too much but the judges are 

shrewd enough to know... 

What does this all add up to on the 

day? A sense of achievement in honest 

competition and, of course, points. 

What do points mean? Points mean 

prizes and particular collections of the 

most points means silverware!  

If, as we expect, your copy of the 

schedule becomes too dog-eared and 

worn from constant study then go to 

T h e  L e e  v i l l a g e  w e b s i t e : 

www.thelee.org.uk and follow the 

links to the flower show pages and 

download. 

And later... live with The 

New Things  
Tickets are still only £20 each 

and will go on sale from the first 

week in June. 

Countdown to 
Flower Show 
By Jonathan Batten 

S 
oon after you read this there 

will be a reassuring thud on 

your door mat as your personal 

copy of the schedule for this year’s 

Flower Show on Saturday 15th July is 

delivered through your letter box.  

It’s a small, brightly-coloured, 

flowery-looking booklet so take your 

time to read, mark, learn and 

inwardly digest. Keep it on your 

kitchen table, on your bedside 

cabinet, in your potting shed or 

greenhouse for easy reference. 

How about your vegetables, fruit 

or cultivated flowers?  

If you like pot plants but haven’t 

already got a prize specimen, no 

worries – just purchase one by 15th 

May, feed it, talk to it, nurture it and 

enter it. 

Come on you budding flower- 

arrangers – the floral art class is there 

for the taking!  

Cookery classes are open to all – 

come on you Lemon Drizzle loaf  

Class 75 generation; get stuck in and 

beat some sense into butter, sugar and 

eggs. Donate half your cake to the tea 

tent – see ancillary article on page 20.  

Handicrafts give scope for all types 

of skills and the photographic subjects 

are a challenge to all. 

Please encourage your children 

and grand-children to join in: there are 

classes for all age groups and special 

classes for Lee Common School.  

Let them do the exhibits 

themselves – some over-zealous 
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Carpets Ltd 

CARPETS, VINYL AND 

WOOD FLOORING 

SUPPLIED AND FITTED 

9-11 STATION APPROACH 

GREAT MISSENDEN 

01494 862125 

Cromar 

It’s the Great 
Lee Bake-Off!  
By Kelly Stone 

I 
t’s that time of year again where 

The Lee Flower Show holds its 

very own ‘Cream Teas Bake-Off’.  

We are looking for home-bakers of 

all ages and abilities to contribute their 

own favourite cookies/cupcakes, tray 

bakes, fairy cakes, drizzle cakes, 

Victoria sponges, chocolate cakes, 

brownies, etc. to the Flower Show 

cream teas tent on Saturday 15th July. 

We would like to remind you of 

the donated cake that was the highlight 

of our table last year! (See picture.) 

We would love the creator of this 

masterpiece to come forward so that 

we can thank them personally.  

Each year Claire and I are 

overwhelmed by the support we 

receive from volunteers (both bakers 

and servers) in the Parish. This is the 

biggest event in the village calendar 

and volunteering your baking skills 

and/or help serving teas is a great 

way to meet your neighbours – new 

and old.  

In addition we are looking for 

people on the day, for one-hour time 

slots only, to help set up, serve and 

clear from 10:00 am until 6:00 pm. 

In the first instance please contact 

me on Kelly.stone3@btinternet.com 

or sign up at the Village Shop to 

become part of our great team. 

Alternatively speak to one of the 

Cream Tea organisers: Claire Wise, 

Sara Harrison, Erica Cheatham and 

Sue Cromar. 
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Pippa Hart 
Photography 

Natural & Informal 
Black &White 

Portraits 

01494 837340 
www.pippahart.com 

Spring spawns new life  

 

HOUSE TO LET FOR HOLIDAYS 
IN SOUTH OF FRANCE 

 

New 3 bedroom house on small château 
development with communal pool in 
quiet Languedoc village. Sleeps 6. 
5 minutes walk to shops, café, etc. 

Near Mediterranean beaches, 
mountains, lakes, caves, markets. 

 

For details and availability call 837596 
or email jasv0905@btinternet.com 

By Don Stone 

A 
 chiffchaff singing its 

repetitive song from on high 

in an oak in the garden 

heralded the arrival of Spring on 11th 

March, while down at ground level in 

one of our ponds at least 20 frogs 

were forming a croaking chorus and 

doing what comes 

naturally at this 

time of year - 

producing plenty of 

spawn.  

    The following 

day saw the annual 

visit of the mallards 

(they’re still visiting 

us nearly a month 

later). I’m sure the 

purpose of their 

visit, besides pair 

bonding, is to consume the spawn. 

Over the last few years I’ve got 

wise to this and now cover one of the 

ponds with netting -- otherwise they’d 

eat the lot!! 
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The fastest way to let everyone in the 

Parish know about an event you are 

arranging is to publish it right here in 

the Newsletter. Contact the Editor by 

the 12th of the previous month (see 

contact details on page 1). 
 

May 
Thursday 4th. The Lee Walking 

Group. Meet on The Lee Green at 

9:30 am. See page 10. 

Thursday 4th. County Council 

Elections. The Lee Parish Hall… and 

elsewhere! 

Thursday 4th. Aldbury Morris Men. 

Dancing at the Old Swan at 8:00 pm. 

See page 5. 

Saturday 6th. Coffee Morning and 

Plant Sale at Lee Common Methodist 

Church. See page 13. 

Saturday 6th. Parish Council Drop-

in-surgery. 10:00 am to noon at the 

Parish Hall. See page 5. 

Tuesday 9th. The Lee Parish Council 

Meeting at the Parish Hall 7:30 pm. 

Friday 19th. Closing date for Bucks 

CC survey on Unitary Authorities. 

See page 7. 

THE LEEWAY – YOUR 

VILLAGE SUPPORT TEAM 

If you have difficulty getting to your 

doctor or the hospital, doing your 

shopping or would like a home visit and 

a friendly chat, then please ring: 

 01494 837177 

Mon - Fri: 10 am - 4 pm. Sat: 10 am - 

12 noon. Please give us reasonable notice 

of your requirement to help us organise it. 

Tuesday 23rd. Annual Parish 

Meeting. Come along and discuss 

local issues and your concerns. See 

page 6. 

Thursday 25th. Eric Clapton and his 

band in concert at the Royal Albert 

Hall, London SW7 [if anyone has a 

spare ticket please contact 837450.] 

Coming soon 
Thursday 1st June. The Lee Walking 

Group. On the Green at 9:30 am. 

Saturday 3rd June.  Coffee Morning at 

Lee Common Methodist Church. 

Saturday 10th June. The Lee Old 

Church Trust. A perfect blend of 

Flute and Cello; a sparkling 

performance with Helen Vidovich and 

Valerie Wellbanks. See page 9. 

Tuesday 13th June. Ballinger Evening 

WI. ‘The Chancellor’s Wallpaper’ 

with Graham Goode at 8.00 pm.  

Saturday 17th June. The Lee Church 

Fête on the Green. See page 6. 

Sunday 18th June. Cream Teas at The 

Old Church.  3-5:00 pm. See page 8.  

Saturday 1st July. Parish Council 

Drop-in-surgery. 10:00 am to noon at 

the Parish Hall. See page 5. 

Tuesday 11th July. Ballinger Evening 

WI. ‘The Afghan Connection’ with Dr 

Sarah Fane at 8.00 pm. 

Saturday 15th July. The Lee Flower 

Show in the afternoon followed by 

The Lee Flower Show Dance in the 

evening. See page 19. 

Sunday 16th July. Cream Teas at The 

Old Church.  3-5:00 pm. See page 8.  

Sunday 5th November. Bonfire night 

at 5:30 pm - early notice! 

Saturday 18th November. Roving 

Supper - ditto! 
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Rates 9 am - 1 pm 
2 pm - 6 pm 

6 pm - 
midnight 

Mon - Fri £30 or £10/hr £45 or £10/hr 
Sat/Sun £12/hr £70 
Bank Holiday £12/hr £70 

The Newsletter 

T 
he Lee Newsletter is published 
10 times a year and distributed 
free to all households in the 

parish. The views expressed in it are 
not necessarily those of the Editor. 

We welcome original letters and 
articles of general interest and relevance 
to The Lee. Copy should be sent to 
theleenewsletter@googlemail.com or, if 
on paper, to the Editor of the month 
(see page 1) by the 12th of each month. 

Letters should ideally run to no 
more than 200 words and articles to 
700 words; material may be edited and 
may also appear on the village website 
www.thelee.org.uk unless consent is 
specifically withheld. Anonymous 
contributions are not accepted. 

To advertise or place an insert, 
please contact Paul Apicella on 837377 
by the 12th of the previous month. 

If you have photographs for 
publication please contact Jonathan 
Batten on 01494 837450 or email 
battenjonathan@hotmail.com. 

Other members of the Editorial 
team: Peter Archer, Richard Dickinson, 
Phil Harrison, Jen Ogley, Viv Robins, 
Adam Speller, Trish Swain, Colin Sully 
and Barnaby Usborne. 

Printed by Strongs:  01442 878592. 

To book the Parish Hall 

or Scout Hut 
 

’phone Anne Barnett on 837796 
 

Car park only £10 
Crockery/cutlery £15 (hire outside the hall) 

Bridge too far? 

A 
t our table the bidding was 

relatively straight-forward: 

 

      S          W          N        E 

         1 NT    Pass       4♥       Pass 

          Pass     Pass       Pass  
 

The contract made easily, with 

two overtricks. If North had used 

Blackwood to explore for Aces, the 

contract could have been 5♥, but a 

slam bid doesn’t seem reasonable, 

given the point-count and the 

missing ace. 

Litter pick 
By Pat Chinnery 

T 
hank you to all who helped 

collect litter around the 

village on a sunny morning in 

April. I walked around the village 

the other day and in the woods etc. 

and it was so good to walk and not 

see any rubbish – if only it could be 

like that all the time. Local villages 

and towns have also had a Great 

British Spring Clean. 

Amongst other things we found a 

bedspread and 30 spirit bottles 

thrown onto the verges and in the 

ditches down Rocky Lane, some 

very clean and some dirty, spaced 

out at intervals. Not only is this 

person a litter lout but has a drink 

problem as well!  

Thanks also once again to Linda 

Pearce who keeps our village tidy 

and clean as she collects all the 

rubbish she sees on her daily walks.  


