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From the Editor 
By Philip Harrison 

I 
n May and June we saw dreadful 

events in Manchester and London, 

but we also saw how humanity 

stepped forward in the form of 

strangers offering first aid, comfort, 

lifts, beds and sustenance, as well as 

the emergency services performing 

their roles tirelessly with compassion 

and professionalism. 

I was particularly struck by the 

human interaction. This had followed 

on from a friend recently suffering a 

shocking bereavement and how he had 

found it was the human contact 

afterwards that has sustained him. 

These events have led me on to a 

thought that we may bemoan the lack 

of mobile phone signals and poor 

internet connectivity in the community, 

but it may be a blessing as well. 

Technology has a vital role to play 

in all our lives if and when harnessed 

correctly. However, I do believe that it 

should never become our master and 

us its slave. 

The danger is that it is making us 

forget the value, the art and the skill of 

human interaction by voice and touch 

- just observe people eating out to see 

what I mean. They are more interested 

in their mobile than the person 
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opposite. The art of conversation and 

caring is being lost to emojis and 

swipes; ‘likes’ become measures of 

popularity and addictive. Maybe the 

apps need to time out?  

Human contact, conversation and 

companionship are foundation stones 

of society, as are manners and 

compassion, but not when displayed as 

messages on Facebook or other social 

media. It is the human touch, contact 

and connection that means the most to 

those in need at a time of great 

despair, sadness, loneliness and grief. 

In this month’s edition there are 

tributes to John Glanfield, a character 

and long-time resident of The Lee. He 

was a man with the human touch and 

connection to those around him and 

we are the better as a community for 

him having been part of us. 

Reflecting on the point about 

human connection we also have a new 

segment featuring those people who 

have recently moved into our 

community. A brief introduction from 

them reveals why they moved here 

and some first impressions. 

It is that time of year when we 

have major events in the community. 

Firstly the Church Fête - which is 

reported on in detail inside - and, 

coming up in July, the Flower Show. 

Did you know that the first show took 
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place in 1892? 125 years of tradition, 

of community and humanity. 

We have also started a new series 
of articles of historic interest about the 
area, called appropriately, Cryptic-Lee. 
Using a hand drawn map there are 
various clues that refer to either 
landmarks or events that have taken 
place around the area. We need your 
help to unlock the clues. 

I hope you enjoy this month’s 
newsletter. Full of well-loved regular 
pieces and new features too.  

The next issue will be in 
September. If you have any articles, 
letters, comments or pictures for the 
September issue please email the next 
editor Peter Archer at 
theleenewsletter@googlemail.com or 
pop a hard copy into Mulberry 
Cottage, Blackthorne Lane, Ballinger, 
HP16 9LN by 12th August. 

Your letters 
To the Editor 

I want to say sorry to the community 

for any inconvenience caused by the 

filming on the Green of the latest 

episode of Midsomer Murders. This 

turned out to be a much greater 

undertaking with more commotion 

than we had originally been led to 

believe i.e. one marquee and some 

stalls. The rotten weather was a further 

disadvantage and hindrance. 

Damage to the grassy perimeter 

outside the post and chains has been 

noted and the film company will 

undertake all remedial work and install 

a new turfed edge to our satisfaction. 

I have divided the payment the 

film company made to me between the 

Church of St John the Baptist, the Lee 

Cricket Club (established in 1875 and 

played on consistently ever since, 

through two wars, and of which I am 

proud to be Life President), the Air 

Ambulance and the Church Fête raffle 

for the picture of flowers, which I 

have painted and had framed. 

I also want to thank Mr Chris 

Ruttle, who has acted tirelessly as 

liaison man between the film company 

and me, as I have been hors de combat. 

Likewise those living or driving around 

the Green for their patience and 

understanding during the disruption. 

Liz Stewart-Liberty 

The Lee 
 
To the Editor 

Many people have commented 

about the passing of my old van and 

noticed the new refrigerated one. This 

enables me to deliver milk and goods 

in even better condition. 
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A big thank you to Liz Stewart-
Liberty for her kind donation towards 
the cost of my new van: very 
unexpected, but very much appreciated. 

Door step deliveries of fresh milk 
in pint bottles (and also if required in 
plastic bottles) is something I know is 
valued as rather special but is 
increasingly rare in so many parts of 
the country.  

I have been delivering milk for the 
last 28 years and have, for the past 12 
years, had the privilege of delivering 
to The Lee and its surrounding area. 

Hopefully I can continue this 
service for many years to come. 
Martin the Milkman 
Bovingdon… and The Lee 

(Editor’s note: See Martin’s ad on 
page 10 if you want to contact him to 
arrange to be one of his customers and 
help keep this local service viable.) 

Meet and greet 
By The Editor 

W 
e are introducing, via these 
pages, new neighbours in 
the community as we hope 

this will enable everyone to make 
them really welcome as they tell us a 
little bit about themselves. This month 
we have three new neighbours. Some 
have come from close by and others a 
little further afield. 

Simon and Ros Morris 
Two kilometres as the crow flies 

can make an awful lot of difference! 
We moved into Clump House, Princes 
Lane at the end of January and were 
immediately warmly welcomed by our 
neighbours. 

It is wonderful to be so close to the 
splendid village shop and to the 

playground that our two granddaughters 
love to visit every time they come to 
stay. The beautiful new walks are bliss 
for Saffie, our pointer, who is enjoying 
a new lease of life and us. 

Five months ago we were less than 

300 metres from the planned dreaded 

HS2 track, our walks had become 

interrupted by massive vehicles boring 

holes in the fields of our beloved 

AONB and our neighbours there, 

many of whom have been good friends 

for 23 years are, like us, reluctantly 

leaving Potter Row. 

Of course, living in Potter Row we 

are not strangers to the village, but it is 

a whole new and happy experience to 

live in the heart of Lee Common. 

Charlotte and Jeff Keens 
Recently wed, Jeff and I bought 

Foyne Vue in Oxford Street from the 
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Clarks who have moved to Australia. 

We have moved to Lee Common 

from Wendover with our two cats, 

Buzz and Bungles. Having been 

brought up in Cobblers Hill I am 

happy to be back in HP16. 
We love cars, particularly old ones, 

so have something in common with 
the Clarks. The house must attract 
‘petrol heads’ and probably explains 
why Jeff works for Mercedes in 
Beaconsfield. 

I fell in love with this house the 
second I saw it. It’s the only house we 
viewed and I actually made an offer 
without Jeff ever seeing it. We love 
being back closer to my parents and 
have even done the six kilometres 
walk a few times to see them! 

We absolutely love it here. 
Everyone has been so friendly. Now 
that the wedding and honeymoon are 
out of the way we will spend some 
time going and saying hello to 
everyone, particularly those who left 
us cards and flowers! We are so happy 
to be here! 

The Ferguson family 
As some may know the Fergusons 

moved into Martins in Oxford Street 
during March. We are Dan, Elaine, 
daughters Scarlett and Isobel and 
Lewie the dog. 

HOLIDAY HOME TO LET 
IN SPAIN 

GAUCIN - ANDALUCIA 

3 Bedroom property with pool 

in the hilltop white village of Gaucin. 

Stunning views of Mediterranean, 

Gibraltar and Moroccan Hills. 

Ring now for availability 

Tel. 01494 837602 
www.casa-mirador.com 

We’ve not come from far, having 
been in South Heath for nearly 10 years.  

Due to friends and school we’ve 
always looked to the Missenden side of 
the valley spending little time in and 
around The Lee/Ballinger after The 
Pheasant closed. We’re well acquainted 
with Ballinger Hall having hosted 
numerous birthday parties there and are 
beginning to discover the village gems 
as we settle in. We had no idea there 
was a play park behind the allotments, 
the shop is fantastic and having now 
eaten at the Swan it’s hard to 
understand why we’d not discovered it 
earlier. We’ve always been away over 
the Flower Show and having now 
heard more about it are looking 
forward to being involved. 

We’d like to say thank you so much 
for the very warm welcome to the 
village we have had. It has been a 
surprise and delight and we’re looking 
forward to becoming more involved in 
the community. 

Cryptic-Lee 
By Phil Harrison and Colin Sully  

I 
n 1991, Derry Worsfold drew a 
map of The Lee in which he 
included a number of cryptic 

images and clues to various local 
places and local history. 

The full map looks like this…  

 

5 

 

Carpets Ltd 

CARPETS, VINYL AND 

WOOD FLOORING 

SUPPLIED AND FITTED 

9-11 STATION APPROACH 

GREAT MISSENDEN 

01494 862125 

Cromar 

 
 

 

Everything you’d wish a country 
pub to be; great beer, cosy 
inviting bar and a restaurant 
serving great food. All with a 

warm welcome and service only 
a family-run pub can offer. 

 
Wednesdays: Market Menu 

Thursdays: Steak Night 
Fridays: Fish & Fizz 

 
Swan Lane, The Lee HP16 9NU 

01494 837239 
pub@theoldswanpub.co.uk 

Some of the picture clues are 

pretty straight-forward, for example a 

cock and a rabbit on the green, 

badgers at Brock Wood, but some are 

much more obscure. For example what 

do these clues represent? Even the 

editorial team - with all its wisdom - is 

struggling! 

The letters A.A.D. (opposite the 

Old Swan pub) 

Three horseshoes (at the top of 

Kiln Hill) 

Please send your suggestions as to 

their meaning, however obscure, to 

theleenewsletter@googlemail.com 

We will publish the most 

plausible… and the most entertaining. 

More cryptic challenges to come 

next month. 
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all ages and hearing how they got on 

with their lives. He had a naturally 

inquiring mind and pondered the 

answers he received. 

Family 
Dad was happily married first to 

Joan (Jo’s and my mum), and then to 

Margaret, who many of you here know 

well. Dad’s motto in life was “when 

the family is happy – then I am 

happy.” He was immensely proud of 

all the family, especially his 

grandchildren and great grandchildren: 

Camilla, Jack, Celia, Barney, Emily 

and Charlotte. He boasted about us to 

everybody – I suddenly heard in the 

village shop that I was a great cook! 

That’s a first! We loved him as Dad, 

father-in-law, Grandpa, Bumps, John, 

brother, uncle, a truly great grandpa! 

Friends 
Where to start? He had a huge 

network of friends and writing 

Christmas cards took weeks! He was 

lucky to have wonderful neighbours. 

He was showered by ‘get well’ cards 

and flowers from his good friends in 

the village and elsewhere in the world. 

And he loved you all – truly! His 

address book was impressive and 

could probably edge the Queen’s… 

The Church 
Dad was a devout Christian all his 

life – always trying to do good deeds. It 

was therefore no fluke that he 

specialised as an architect in looking 

after old churches – 300 at the most – 

in three counties. He practiced 

architecture first in London and then in 

St. Albans – always working with the 

Church of England. I can remember 

climbing up plenty of spires in the 

shires on thin ladders to inspect. He 

John Glanfield 
1921 - 2017 
By Peter Glanfield 

D 
ad died peacefully on Friday 

19th May at the ripe old age of 

96 at St. Francis Hospice with 

all the loving care in the world. God 

rest his soul. 

Being a cricket lover he wanted to 

do his ton and nearly did! Dad loved 

life and enjoyed it more than anyone 

else I have ever known. That is why he 

kept going for so long, to get the most 

out of life! 

He loved other people telling 

stories and remembered all the details 

years later (including names!) I wish I 

could do that! 

His life was so full of content. 

Here are some of my best memories. 

People  
Dad was a real people’s person. He 

was an excellent listener. Once he 

stayed with us on a mattress on the 

floor when we were living in London. 

Suddenly his head popped up from the 

pillow with two very difficult questions 

starting with the word ‘why’ – this was 

at four o’clock in the morning! How do 

you deal with that? He loved people of 
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was hugely proud 

of the Old Church 

restoration effort 

here at The Lee. 

The traveller 
Suffice to say 

in his 96th year he 

went abroad five 

times! He also 

sailed in a sailing 

ship with Camilla 

from Bergen to 

The Shetlands aged 

93! He was the ship’s mascot and 

darling. Beat that! 

A true gent 
Was he one of the last of a dying 

breed? All our friends in Norway 

noticed Dad’s manners. His food 

usually got stone cold on the plate, 

because he always put his knife and 

fork down when listening to the 

person conversing beside him, 

especially if this person happened to 

be a lady. He certainly had plenty of 

charm and definitely had the X factor. 

Nobody’s perfect 
As we all know! Dad was not the 

world’s best driver. One of his best 

stunts involved driving round the 

roundabout where we used to live in 

Northern Norway the wrong way round 

– right beside the police station… 

twice. That should have made the front 

page of the local newspaper! 

Sense of humour 
Dad had a wonderful poker face. 

He was always fun to be with – a 
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natural centre point without being 

noisy. His serious remarks always 

turned out to be funny. How so? 

Tongue in cheek, a touch naive, and 

an entertainer. Who knows? He 

loved a joke – often naughty… By 

the way, who else would arrange 2 

huge birthday parties to celebrate his 

90th birthday? One dress rehearsal at 

89 and then a year later... da capo at 

90. I loved that. 

Music lover 
As everybody here knows, dad 

was J.S. Bach’s greatest fan. Many 

the villager here at The Lee has 

woken up early on Sunday morning 

to the tones of the B Minor Mass. 

And I mean really loud – as he was 

hard of hearing in later years. Dad 

also played drums in a jazz group at 

university and he introduced me to 

this world by taking me up to The 

Royal Festival Hall in London as a 

boy to hear his jazz idol Duke 

Ellington. 

In short – John Glanfield was a 

real people’s person, lovable, fun, 

and a great character. He will be 

really missed and fondly 

remembered. He is now with his 

maker in a better place – in heaven. 

Rest in peace then, Dad. 

Over and out - 
a fond farewell 
By Jon Swain 

I 
 was lucky enough to know John 

Glanfield, and count him as a dear 

friend, for some 30 years. He was 

a delight in all that he did and all that 

he said: the kindest, gentlest and most 

generous soul. 

Most readers of the newsletter 

will have known him, so the 

following are a few instances of John 

being, well, simply being John as you 

will recognise… 

One of his loves in life was The-

Lee Old Church. John was much 

involved with the restoration 

process, which had begun in the mid 

1970s, and as Chairman of the Old 

Church Trust. 

His experience as a Church 

Architect was invaluable and John 

was devoted to the upkeep of this 

marvellous building for the rest of his 

life. He stepped down as Chairman 

over 20 years ago and somehow 

persuaded the committee and 

members to adopt me onto the 

committee – as Chairman.  

John became President of the Trust 

and was our guiding light in so many 

ways. He attended regularly at the 
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monthly 08:00 Holy Communion, 

delighting in the exquisite language of 

the Book of Common Prayer. Having 

persuaded the authorities (no mean 

feat, requiring ‘faculties’ from the 

powers above) that a bell should be re-

instated ready for the Millennium, 

John revelled in ringing it. One 

memorable morning, as he rang the 

dolorous tones to summon the early 

worshippers, a slightly less devout 

neighbour at Church Farm burst 

through the door into the church 

declaiming: “For God’s sake (!) it’s 

five to eight on a Sunday morning; do 

you have to make that noise?” John 

looked at him, and said, in his calm 

and gentle way; “I’m so sorry that you 

can’t join us.” The unreasonable 

neighbour was disarmed, and 

departed, suitably deflated. The bell 

continued to ring out.  

Music was a huge part of John’s 

life, and he managed to combine his 

love of it with the Old Church on 

many occasions; a memorable one 

being his duet of “Come into the 

Garden Maud” with a demure Glenys 

Groves, John imploring the reluctant 

Maude, from the side door, with the 

sunlit garden providing a perfect 

backdrop. 

John loved a party, nothing 

delighting him more than gathering in 

fortunate friends for bubbly and the 

chance to meet and converse; 

Margaret and he were generous hosts. 
Another mutual love was the 

cricket club. John and Margaret were 
regular supporters of the club and was 
one of the last places where Margaret 
could enjoy her memories of the noble 
game, before her cruel illness took 
even those away. John was utterly 
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Bridge too far? 
By Rita Sully et al 

T 
his hand presented an 
interesting bidding challenge at 
a recent meeting: 

 

♠ 9 8 4 3 

♥ 10 9 2 

♦ 9 8 6 5 

♣ K 3 

♠ A Q 7 6             ♠ K J 10 5 2  

♥ 4              ♥ J 6 5 

♦ K Q J 10             ♦ 4 3 

♣ 10 9 6 5            ♣ J 8 2 

♠ - 

♥ A K Q 8 7 3 

♦ A 7 2 

♣ A Q 7 4  
 

Dealer: West 
Vulnerability: None 

 

The bidding started: 
 W       N     E  S 

      1 ♦     Pass    1 ♠  ? 

How did South join the bidding? 
See our attempt on page 31. 

 

New wines 
and new meals 
By Symeon Economou 

T 
here’s quite a lot of news to pass 

on regarding the Shop, but 

firstly, I’m sorry to say we have 

failed in our attempt to find a better 

fruit and veg supply. We had hoped that 

we could develop towards supplying 

pre-ordered boxes but, in practice, 

although the produce was of excellent 

quality, the prices, even at reduced 

margins for the Shop, were too high. 

MARTIN THE MILKMAN 

Refrigerated delivery of fresh 

milk, dairy produce, bread, 

eggs, fruit juices and more. 

To place an order call 

01442 833944 

PHONES MANNED 4 PM – 6 PM 
ANSWERPHONE AT OTHER TIMES 

devoted to her care, beyond what 
could have been expected of someone 
his age. John epitomised the ‘Spirit of 
Cricket’ with his Corinthian values of 
fair play and personal conduct. How 
fitting that we were able to create ‘The 
Glanfield Fair-play Trophy’, awarded 
annually to the youngster best 
demonstrating those attitudes. John 
delighted in watching from the 
boundary, admiring the fluent stroke 
play of the youngsters he had watched 
from their earliest years developing 
into maturity. He is with us still, at 
every match. 

John’s appetite for adventure was 
endless, from sailing on a ‘Tall Ship’ 
aged 93, (John was ordered to sleep in 
the sick bay berth as the ship’s Dr 
decided that a hammock was a bridge 
too far…) to travelling to see his 
beloved family in Norway, and 
numerous other escapades. He was 
planning a helicopter trip around 
London before illness got in the way. 

There is no room here now for his 
earlier years; suffice to say that he 
didn’t let his country down when 
needed. Nor to include all his other 
interests; they were legion.  

It has been a privilege to know 
John, and for our community too, 
which took him to its heart, as he took 
it to his. 
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More positively, we are upgrading 

our range in two important areas, wines 

and ready meals. 

Until now we have only stocked a 

basic range of wines, usually only one 

choice of red, white and rose. Charles 

Owen-Conway has had a nice time 

researching alternatives and we will 

shortly be stocking wines at two levels 

– a basic quaffing range and a higher 

range for when you think you deserve 

it. These will be displayed on new 

shelving at the back of the shop and, 

where appropriate, in the chiller. 

Regarding ready meals, so far we 

have stocked a very limited range in 

our not very tidy freezer. We will 

shortly take delivery of a display chest 

freezer where we will stock a selection 

of frozen pastries and ready meals 

supplied by Field Fare and looked after 

by Liz Macann. 

Lizzie Benwell has kindly donated a 

chest freezer for our stockroom to help 

us to buy at more competitive prices. 

On the back of the successful Greek 

food event we are busy planning events 

for the rest of the year. 

Coming up first is the Flower Show 

where, as well as featuring Chris Field’s 

unique eye for flowers we will have four 

food sections – Italian, Greek, Indian 

and British – to show off the wide range 

of produce on offer in the Shop. 

An early date for your diary; Katie 

Michaelson-Yeats is planning to repeat 

last year’s massively successful 

Christmas Food and Gift Market on 

Saturday 11th November in the Parish 

Hall (we will, of course, observe 

Remembrance Day at 11:00 a.m.). 

From all the catalogues Katie is 

trawling through, it promises to be 

better than ever. 
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We will now schedule two or three 

of these useful events each year and 

publish the dates in due course. 

Playground development 
There is no better sound than that 

of children playing. With that in mind 

and summer well established it seems 

a perfect time to put a call out for all 

local parents who would be keen to 

join a working committee to get 

involved in considering the future of 

the children’s play area, in particular 

The Fort. If you can spare ½ a day 

every couple of months to join this 

group please contact Colin Sully 

colinrsully@yahoo.co.uk 

All very PC 
By Liz van Hullen, Parish Clerk 

Annual Parish Meeting 

I 
t was a pleasure to see so many 

residents attend the Annual Parish 

Meeting on 23rd May, in the 

Village Hall. Following a round-up of 

the Parish Council’s activity over the 

past year, Chairman Colin Sully 

introduced presentations from PC 

Kevin Flint and Navin Sankersingh. 

Kevin spoke about recent trends in 

rural crime, how to interpret the 

statistics and reiterated the fact that 

Kevin and his team from Thames 

Valley Police are keen to remain close 

to rural communities. 

Navin joined us from Bucks 

Business First and talked us through 

the current approach to bringing 

Superfast Broadband to The Lee and 

surrounding villages. Needless to say, 

the pressure is on, but we are still 

looking at years rather than months 

before we will see a happy conclusion. 

This, and the management of HS2, 

remains a key matter on the Parish 

Council’s agenda. 

Drop-in Parish surgeries 
Our final scheduled Drop-in 

session is on Saturday 1st July at the 

Parish Hall, between 10:00 am and 

12:00 am, and will round up our 

launch of this initiative. These have 

been enjoyable and informative for us 

as councillors and helped us to 

understand the issues within the 

Parish that are close to your hearts 

(road repair, traffic management, 

gulley cleaning, fly tipping to offer a 

few examples).  

Wandering 
wagtails 
By Don Stone 

B 
ack in March while chatting 

with Trevor at Chapel Farm 

about the wildlife he witnesses 

on his farm, I was surprised to learn that 

Grey Wagtails are resident there. A bird 

I usually associate with large bodies of 

water (rivers, lakes etc.), though we 
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have them at our garden ponds during 

the autumn migration. Maybe that’s 

from where they originate. 

I was even more surprised, on 29th 

March, when we began working on a 

property at The Lee to see a pair of 

Grey Wagtails walking up the front 

path, the male being a first summer 

bird. The birds appeared daily, either 

at the garden pond, on the 

neighbouring house roof, or 

commuting back and forth overhead. 

If we didn’t see them, they could 

always be heard uttering their high-

pitched call. By the 9th May the female 

was seen sitting on overhead wires 

carrying food. Three days later a 

newly fledged youngster appeared at 

the pond side constantly begging food 

from its parents. 

Back up at Chapel Farm a first 

summer male and youngster were 

present at the edge of the pond on 20th 

May. Presumably the birds had moved 

across from The Lee. 

Last month’s Blackcaps fledged 

successfully on 24th May (despite my 

concerns about domestic pets), one 

youngster being seen begging for food 

on the lawn under the garden table. It 

soon moved to safety in another hedge. 

A week later two youngsters were seen 

huddled up together on a branch. 
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By Rod Neal 

T 
he annual church fête took place 
on the hottest recorded day of 
the year and unsurprisingly, 

long queues quickly formed at the ice 
cream and Pimms’ stalls, where 
activity was described as manic. The 
weather makes such a difference for 
these open-air events and we were very 
fortunate. We had superb weather with 
a blue sky and isolated clouds that 
formed the backdrop for a flypast of a 
Chinook, Typhoons and Tornadoes 
amongst others, celebrating the 
Queen’s 91st Official Birthday. 

Back on the ground, Symeon 
Economou made a brief opening 
speech commenting on how the Green 
had been transformed in a matter of 
hours from an area of tranquil open 
space into a coral of tents and gazebos 
busy with everyone, young and old, 
enjoying the various stalls and 
entertainments. The children from Lee 
Common School performed several 
Maypole Dances to everyone’s delight 
and live folk music followed, provided 
in three sets by the Gilly–Billies, a 
musical duo of accordion and 
mandolin.  

There were stalls for raffle, 
tombola, second hand books, bric-à-
brac, bouncy castle, children’s toys, 
bowling, splat the rat, hoopla, 
woodcraft, plants, DIY garland 
making, World Challenge fund raiser, 
human fruit machine for the Scouts’ 
trip to a jamboree in Germany, special 
car display and in particular, a steam 
car known as ‘Lily the Likamobile’, 
which took people for rides around the 
Green. Delicious cakes and teas were 
provided at the top of the Green where 
there was also some welcome shade. 
Liz Stewart-Liberty made another of 
her flower paintings that was raffled 
and we must thank her for her kind 
donation of £3,500.  

The Committee would like to thank 
all those who have supported the fête in 
so many ways – too many to mention 
in this short article. By your efforts and 
donations, we have raised the 
marvellous sum of £5,548 (before 
expenses connected with bouncy castle 
and raffle tickets), which together with 
the donation brings the gross total to 
some £9,048 towards the costs of 
running the parish church. 

Church fête on the hottest day 
15 
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Conversations 
with the Revd 
David Burgess  
No. 13: The Lord’s prayer 
In a series of articles for The Lee 
Newsletter the Revd David Burgess is 
interviewed by Tony Brignull, an old 
friend and lifelong Buddhist. This 
month they discuss the special nature of 
the Lord’s prayer. 
Tony Brignull: It’s fair to say, David, 
that many of our prayers have a degree 
of self-interest: please help me pass 
this exam, or please don’t let it rain on 
my wedding day, but the Lord’s 
Prayer is different, how would you 
describe it? 
David Burgess: It’s both universal 
and personal, a template for all other 
prayers. It puts union with God right at 
the top of our agenda. 
T.B. In past conversations I believe 
we agreed that it’s helpful for some to 
think of God as a benevolent, creative 
power, available to all who want it. 
D.B. Yes, this prayer takes the Old 
Testament idea of God the father and 
refines it. God is no longer a distant, 
Aramaic figure (with a white beard), 
but a universal creative power: 
imminent, intimate, loving, useful in 
every aspect of our lives, big and 
small, right here, right now. 
T.B. I’m glad you use the word 
‘useful’ because the prayer seems to 
me a sort of road map. It has directions 
of how to be truly human and 
profoundly unselfish. Shall we go 
through it line by line? The first is the 
most famous in western literature: 

D.B. “Our father which art in 
heaven”…Significantly, our father, a 
shared parentage, which makes 
siblings of us all. The word ‘father’ 
conveys the quality of love we all have 
for our children. Then ‘art’ – not past 
tense, not long ago, but now, ever 
present. Then comes the promise 
central to Christ’s teachings, ‘heaven’. 
T.B. Which many Buddhists refer to 
as nirvana or liberation or awakening, 
but I think, essentially the same thing. 
In the next line is another term we are 
familiar with, ‘hallowed’ or venerated. 
D.B. A little more than venerated, 
perhaps holy? As in the holy 
sacraments of baptism and communion, 
something set apart for a sacred 
purpose. 
T.B. Then, David, comes the promise 
you refer to. It’s stated here with great 
certainty, as a fact… 
D.B. “Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done” - once again stressing the gift 
we may receive but never own; it’s 
God’s kingdom, not ours, but we may 
live in it as freeholders. 
T.B. “On earth” – or is it in earth (as 
both Tyndale and the King James 
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version have Mathew say it) “as it is 
in heaven?” 
D.B. There’s a difference isn’t there. 
On suggests a geographical location. It 
alludes to inside us, in the earth of 
which we’re made. The first is more 
universal, the second more personal. 
Both are acceptable. 
T.B. Then… “Give us this day, our 
daily bread… I like the word ‘this’ 
with the emphasis on today not 
yesterday or tomorrow. 
D.B. ‘Our daily bread’ is what we 
need – it isn’t always what we want. 
It’s what we need to sustain us, to 
bolster our persistence. 
T.B. Now we come to the plea that our 
faults, sins, debts, all those things 
which hinder access to the kingdom of 
heaven, are forgiven: “Forgive us our 
trespasses”… 
D.B. “as we forgive them that trespass 
against us.” By doing so we relieve 
people of the burden of debt to us so 
they’re not weighed down like 
Bunyan’s pilgrim. 
T.B. Next is a line so mystifying I 
wonder if there’s been a 
mistranslation, “Lead us not into 
temptation”, why would God do such 
a thing? 
D.B. This may be read as, bring us not 
to the time of trial. 
T.B. As in, please don’t put us to the 
test? 
D.B. Or don’t ask more of us than we 
can bear. Some version of the Lord’s 
Prayer end here, as in Catholic ritual, 
but I prefer the reiteration of God’s 
power and beneficence at the end. 
T.B. I do, too. “For thine is the 
kingdom, the power and the glory, for 
ever and ever.” 
D.B. “Amen.” 

T.B. The Lord’s Prayer is very deep 

Services for  
July / August 
St John the Baptist 
July 
  2nd 8:00am  HC Revd D Burgess 

Old Church 
   10:00am AA Revd D Burgess  
  9th   10:00am PC  Revd D Burgess 
16th  10:00am  Matins : Lay-led 
23rd  10:00am PC Mr A Eccleston 
30th  10:00am PC Joint four parish 

Revd D Burgess 
and Mr Malcolm 
Lindo, Dacorum 
Emergency Night 
Shelter (DENS)  

August 
  6th 8:00am  HC Revd D Burgess 

Old Church 
   10:00am AA Joint at Lee 

Common 
Methodist church  

13th   10:00am PC  Mr A Eccleston 
20th  10:00am  Matins : Lay-led 
27th  10:00am PC Revd D Burgess  
 
HC Holy Communion (said)  
PC Parish Communion (sung) 
AA All-age service 

inside all of us brought up in the 

Christian tradition, isn’t it? 

D.B. Even when I’m with a person in 

extremis, who’s lost all mental 

faculties, and I say the Lord’s Prayer 

to them, I often notice their lips 

soundlessly mouthing it with me. 

They’ve forgotten everything else but 

not this prayer. 

T.B. Let’s hope we won’t either. 

D.B. I’ll join you in that prayer, Tony. 
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Mike Lake 
Friendly & Local 

Painter & Decorator 
For that professional touch 

Interior & Exterior 

Also Property Maintenance 

For a free quotation please call:  

01494 866873 / 07723 017005 

mikelake42@talktalk.net 

Contacts: Vicar: Revd David 

Burgess (837315). Licensed Lay 

Minister: Mr Tony Eccleston (07777 

640386) Churchwardens: Roderick Neal 

(837264) and Trevor Pearce (837601). 

Verger: Bill Pearce (785191). 

Treasurer: David Stephenson (867617). 

 

Methodist Church 
July 
  2

nd 10:00am AA Joint Service at 

St John the 

Baptist Church 

  9th  6:00pm  Farewell Service 

at Deansway for 

Revd John Parry 

– Tea at 4pm 

16th  3:00pm HC Revd Steve Watts 

23rd 3:00pm  Gerald Tomkins 

30th 11:00am HC Revd Gregory 

Hargrove Service 

at Prestwood 

August 
  6

th 10:00am AA Joint Service at 

Lee Common 

Gerald Tomkins 

13th  6:00pm  Revd Anne Ellis  

20th  3:00pm HC Revd Anne Ellis 

Margaret Scott, 

Salvation Army 

27th   t.b.c. 
      

100 year 
old organ 
St  John  the  Baptist  Church: 

Saturday 9th September 

Y 
ou might remember, and 

perhaps you attended, the 

concert that the Chesham 

organist Martin Paxton gave in 

November last year. 

It was very well received, and 

Martin is back in The Lee for an 

afternoon concert at St John the 

Baptist on Saturday 9th September, this 

time as a member of a group of local 

organists who will be playing for us to 

celebrate the centenary of the 

commissioning of the church organ. 

We’re looking forward to an 

afternoon of high-quality organ music 

from a number of sources, and 

refreshments served during the 

interval. The exact time of the concert 

and the ticket price haven’t yet been 

finalised, but will be featured in our 

publicity over the summer and again 

in the September Lee Newsletter. 

Save the date and the afternoon – 

we look forward to seeing you! 

We continue with our Coffee 

Mornings on Saturdays 1st July and 5th 

August 10:30 a.m. to 12 noon.  

All welcome. 

 

St. Mary’s, Ballinger 
July 
   2

nd  9:30am  Holy Communion 

August 
   6

th   9:30am  Holy Communion 
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WELCOME TO 7, PLACE ST. PIERRE  

Provence/Cote d’Azur 
 

If you are looking for somewhere special to 

embrace French village life then this is it!   

This lovely medieval stone house with south 

facing roof terrace was once one of the olive 

mills in the village of Callas. 
 

Beautiful Provencal villages, St. Tropez and 

beaches 50 minutes away, a wealth of 

amazing vineyards on your doorstep, local 

Provençal markets, golf, water sports, 

superb cycling terrain and the fabulous 

Gorge du Verdon – all nearby. 
 

The house can accommodate 4 people 

comfortably (1x double room and 1x twin 

room) and is furnished to a high standard.  

 

For further details please call Sarah Booth 

on 07704 651055 or email  

booth.tilia@btinternet.com.   

Visit www.frenchmaison.co.uk  

(property ref:  PLA2648) to see photos 

History first 
hand No. 11 
I give you the boy … give 

me back a man (Part 2) 
By Keith Taylor 

Last month, in part 1 of Keith’s story, 

he told how Prince Charles and he 

were both pupils at Timbertop – an 

outback annex of Geelong Grammar 

School – and how they arrived at the 

school but under very differing 

circumstances. This month he 

describes the day-to-day life at 

Timbertop that they both endured – 

and survived 

The year is 1963. Timbertop is 

situated at the foothills of the 

Victorian Alps. By being set apart 

from nearby civilisation, Timbertop is 

able to focus on bringing in boys and 

turning out young men with a strong 

set of values and lifelong formative 

memories. Life at Timbertop is not 

universally beautiful. It is hard, 

testing and difficult, and it is intended 

to be so. Normal classes are held 

during the day with the usual end-of-

term exams but outside these hours 

the regimen is based on building self-

reliance coupled with care for others 

and a strong sense of community. 

Life is centred around a simple A-

framed church built largely by the 

boys and which has the most breath-

taking view of the surrounding the 

‘High Country’. 

During the week boys are 

accommodated in units, each housing 

a dozen boys in a dormitory with a 

general living room, shower room 

A-framed church at Timbertop 
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and one toilet! Each unit has 

its own boiler but hot water 

was only available if the boys 

had gathered wood, sawn and 

chopped it... and kept the 

boiler alight.  

At weekends the boys are 

required to be out hiking, in 

groups of at least three, with 

an expected range of between 

20 and 50 miles in the bush 

and in the mountains, 

whatever the season. I recall 

that a typical ruck sack would weigh 

some 50 lbs. Sleeping in a 

shepherd’s hut was a rare treat but 

mostly we slept under canvass, 

watching icicles form in winter and 

flies pestering us in the summer. 

Every week there were three cross-

country runs. The first term entailed 

running up very steep Mount 

Timbertop and back again in quick 

time. On one occasion I slipped, 

flipped onto my back and spent the 

next few months picking stones from 

the wounds. Each term the weekly 

cross-country runs became more 

arduous: longer, rougher and hillier, 

there wasn't a spare ounce of flesh on 

any of us. The year-end run was a 26 

mile marathon through rugged bush 

territory. I can see it still. 

The nearest hospital was in a 

small, outback town about an hour 

away. Rusty, corrugated iron roofing, 

a gung ho surgeon who reckoned he 

could tackle anything and generally 

did … with a scalpel in one hand and a 

glass of whiskey in the other. Happily 

my test of his skills was limited to 

acute appendicitis. I asked him to put 

the diseased object in a jar with 

preservative - little did he know my 

intention was to sell it to the biology 

teacher for a princely sum. However, 

this early foray into business dealing 

came to naught. 

Naturally we came upon wildlife 

on our many treks including deadly 

spiders and snakes. I soon discovered 

that, when roasted on a camp fire, 
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snakes taste a lot like chicken! 

Competitions abounded, speed, 

dexterity and ingenuity being the 

foremost qualities. I managed to win 

the school ‘Boil the Billy’ race. This 

was not a competition to seal the fate 

of an unsuspecting goat, but a test for 

the fastest contestant to light a fire 

from scratch and bring a billycan to 

the boil.  

We were not allowed crystal sets 

or the new-fangled transistor radios. 

Outside communication was 

disallowed but on 26th November it 

became obvious just how many of us 

had illicit access to the outside world: 

that morning we huddled nervously 

outside the dining hall and, with the 

rest of the world, shared our shock at 

the news of JFK’s assassination. 

Despite the deliberate hardships, a 

year at Timbertop was an experience 

that none of us would ever forget. In 

March 2005 Prince Charles made a 

return visit to Timbertop and 

recounted his memories of being 

called a “Pommie Bastard”, of a 70 

mile hike with bleeding sores on his 

back from a rubbing rucksack and of a 

regime that “was hell” and left him 

“bloody well bushed”. 

Squadron Leader David Checketts, 

later Prince Charles’s Private 

Secretary, who had delivered the 

young prince to Timbertop said: “I 

went out with a boy and came back 

with a man”. 

I hope that could be said about all 

of us. 

Editor’s note: If you have a story to 

contribute to the “History First Hand” 

series please contact Anthea Hartley 

on 01494 837372 or e-mail: 

bassibones@yahoo.co.uk. 

Picture caption 
competition...  

… and the winner is Carol Addison 

with “No kissing here mate, just 

rawhide.”  

Congratulations! Carol wins a 

choice of red or white wine from the 

new wine range at The Shop. 



22 

Spoil heap planning delayed 
However the meeting was not 

exclusively about the haul road. The 
Hunt’s Green temporary spoil heap was 
also raised. HS2 Ltd has agreed to 
move, if possible, the spoil heap from 
The Lee side of the track to the A413 
side of the track, which would 
dramatically reduce its impact on 
Hunt’s Green. This change is subject to 
receiving planning permission since the 
land on the A413 side of the track is 
not ‘safeguarded’, so the HS2 Phase 1 
Act does not permit HS2 Ltd to use of 
such land and planning permission has 
to be obtained. HS2 Ltd has agreed to 
do this but there has been some delay 
in proceeding. HS2 Ltd representatives 
at the meeting did not know when the 
planning application for this would be 
submitted but promised to check the 
position and to report back to The Lee 
Parish Council. 

Traffic mitigation 
The traffic mitigation regarding the 

A413 and the haul road is largely 
focussed on school drop offs, 
minimising the time the haul road is 
needed, parking and rat run traffic. One 
resident in the audience repeatedly 
asked HS2 Ltd to assure him that his 
ability to drive around Missenden 

would not be affected 
by the building of HS2. 
They made no such 
assurance! 
      A school drop off 
site to be accessed from 
a new exit from the 
B485/A413 junction 
roundabout is planned, 
which will go west or 
west and then north 
from that roundabout to 

HS2 update 
By Cllr Simon Morris 

H 
S2 Ltd addressed a public 

meeting in the Memorial Hall, 

Great Missenden organised by 

Great Missenden Parish Council on 

Friday 9th June. This was part of HS2 

Ltd’s programme of engaging with the 

communities that will be affected by 

the building of HS2 Phase 1. They 

fielded a team of five and there were 

also present representatives from 

Buckinghamshire County Council, 

Chiltern District Council, Great 

Missenden Parish Council and The Lee 

Parish Council. 

The discussions were largely ‘Great 

Missenden-centric’ and in particular 

regarding the problems that will be 

created by the haul road planned from 

the Link Road roundabout up to the 

portal just north of South Heath. This is a 

major piece of ‘enabling work’ required 

before construction of the line can be 

started. Its building and its use during the 

construction of Phase One will cause 

traffic problems on the A413 which will 

affect many people. Although the 

enabling contractor has been appointed, 

this particular enabling work is not likely 

to be started until 2019.  
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a new drop off area. This should reduce 
the school traffic on the Link Road and 
will provide a purpose-built drop off 
area away from the A413.  

HS2 Ltd is looking into ways of 

using the line of the track (‘the trace’) 

as much as possible for the movement 

of heavy machinery and equipment. 

This of itself reduces the use of the 

A413 for this traffic. In addition they 

are looking at the scheduling of these 

movements. They believe they may be 

able to reduce the period over which 

the haul road is needed and stop using 

it earlier than originally planned. Hence 

its associated traffic problems will be 

reduced although this may increase the 

use of Frith Hill (South Heath Leg) by 

lighter haulage vehicles. The reduction 

in the use of the haul road might be up 

to about two years.  

HS2 Ltd has offered, subject to a 

maximum cost of £250,000, to fund the 

replacement of free parking spaces 

which will be lost on the Link Road as 

a result of HS2’s traffic management 

proposals. Buckinghamshire County 

Council is assisting in this search but 

no feasible locations have been 

identified yet.  

HS2 Ltd recognises that its traffic 

management proposals will lead to rat 

run traffic in the area. It acknowledges 

that there is an onus on it to mitigate this 

additional traffic but no specific plans 

for this were announced at the meeting. 
There is clearly great concern that 

the haul road could cause traffic chaos 
in the local area for years and HS2 Ltd 
is engaging in trying to mitigate its 
effects. In reality, like the viaducts, it 
may not be possible to achieve 
significant mitigation. 

However the meeting did reveal 
that the current HS2 Engagement 
Team is actually engaging with us 
and genuinely appears to want to 
listen and to help. It is a welcomingly 
different approach from that of the 
Community Forums that we endured 
for so many years. 
     Copies of the presentations made at 
the meeting are available 
at www.greatmissendenpc.co.uk/hs2-
update-meeting-on-9th-june-2017/  
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That’s cricket 
By Jon Swain 

T 
he dry April and May weather 

brought about some true 

batting surfaces at Manor Park 

and our young, powerful batsmen 

cashed in. Set in the beautiful 

surroundings of the fresh-leaved trees 

in varying verdant shades, the red ball 

has been disappearing to all parts. 

Hard work for the bowlers, as the 

20/20 ethos seems to have been 

adopted with relish: a six is possible 

off every delivery!  

The Sunday team has been in 

particularly opulent run-scoring form; 

for three consecutive weeks, batting 

first, The-Lee scored 350 runs from 40 

overs or less. Alex Morgan (a superb 

201*) scored what may well be the 

Mervyn’s 
Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaning Services 

Independent carpet cleaning 
specialist with over 30 years 

experience. 

CARPETS. UPHOLSTERY. 
RUGS. HARD FLOOR. 

CARPET PROTECTION. 
FULLY INSURED. 

Friendly and reliable service. 
Most work by recommendation. 

Environmentally friendly  
cleaning materials. 

For a no obligation quote ’phone 
01525 371724 or 07975 847027 
Email: mersu@btinternet.com 

first double-century for the Club 

against Old Berkley, in a scintillating 

partnership with Jonty Cook, who 

scored his maiden century. Some 

enterprising batting from the 

opposition meant that a total of 30 

sixes were hit, many into an 

inaccessible neighbour’s garden. We 

hope he will return them soon…  

That match was preceded by a 

moving tribute to John Glanfield, a 

great supporter of the Club and its 

youngsters, and a Vice-President. A 

minute’s silence followed a short 

address about John, concentrating on 

his love of the game and his 

Corinthian values, which will remain 

an inspiration to us.  

The following week saw 

Cublington wilt under the onslaught; 

this time it was Jules Swain (129*) 

and Mike Harris (96) who led the way; 

Mike nearly completing his 2nd century 

of the weekend, a great effort.  

Alex Morgan, Sam H and Jonty Cook 
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A warm, friendly sheltered house for 

the elderly in the picturesque centre of 
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Come and take a look and see for yourself 
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Abbeyfield is a charity and a 
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The third score of 350 was against 

the Full Tossers, who were unlucky to 

encounter Jules Swain’s rich vein of 

form, as he took the short-lived record 

for top score with a magisterial 203* 

before retiring. The Tossers made a 

great attempt to chase down what was 

probably the highest ever score at the 

Manor Park (359 from 40 overs), and at 

one point were ahead of 

the required run rate… 

however they couldn’t 

maintain that and The-Lee 

recorded three wins in a 

row, Tom Bawden taking 

5-42, (a great 

performance in a total of 

300 all out for the 

Tossers). Phew!  

      Other teams have not 

been quite as successful, 

but the youngsters are 

doing very well, the 

Friday nights are as popular as ever, and 

the return of students after various levels 

of exams will mean greater strength, 

and force out us older statesmen… 

The privilege of playing on such a 

lovely ground is the icing on the cake; 

we are a fortunate lot! 

Jules Swain: 203 not out 

A minute’s silence for Vice President, John Glanfield  
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The night the 
music stopped 
By Reina Free 

I 
 am writing my story for the July 

issue of the newsletter in our 

small sunroom, which we call the 

‘island of peace.' 

I watch the clouds in colours of 

grey, blue and golden white slowly 

moving ever onwards across the sky. 

Kites are flying over the field looking 

for something to eat. My thoughts go 

back to recent disasters.  

First the Westminster bridge 

attack then in the last week of May 

the Manchester attack. Mostly young 

people visited the concert and a 

suicide bomber killed 22 of them of 

various ages. 

And then a few weeks later 

another attack happened on London 

Bridge and Borough Market! And so 

somehow I find it at this time very 

difficult to write about King's Lane 

and the beauty of nature with its 

celandines, the cow parsley and the 

singing of the blackbirds and the larks 

when so many people mourn and cry.  

All we (I) can do is to pray for 

those who mourn and cry that it will 
 

HOUSE TO LET FOR HOLIDAYS 
IN SOUTH OF FRANCE 

 

New 3 bedroom house on small château 
development with communal pool in 
quiet Languedoc village. Sleeps 6. 
5 minutes walk to shops, café, etc. 

Near Mediterranean beaches, 
mountains, lakes, caves, markets. 

 

For details and availability call 837596 
or email jasv0905@btinternet.com 

not happen again. ‘An eye for an eye 

and a tooth for a tooth’ is that the 

answer? I don’t think so. Some may 

say however “Why did God allow this 

to happen? Could He not have stopped 

it?” Surely He could have but He also 

created men and women with a free 

will, to decide and to make choices, 

not as puppets which He could 

manipulate and pull strings. Do we 

really want to live in a world where 

everybody is for himself and God for 

us all? Please not! Please not! God 

wanted us to “Love the Lord your God 

with all your heart, with all your soul 

and with all your mind and love your 

neighbour as yourself.” This is called 

the ‘Great Commandment’ and Jesus 

really wanted this to be our aim. This 

is so appropriate in a world so small in 

which we have now all become 

neighbours to one another. 

Chiltern 
Ridges 
By County Councillor, 

Tricia Birchley 

T 
hey say a week is a long time 

in politics. The last week and 

indeed the last month have 

been a time of tremendous churn.  

Trying to make the best of a 

disappointing election result was never 

going to be easy but hopefully (at the 

time of writing) we shall soon have a 

Government in place that can give the 

country the stability it needs over the 

next five years.  

Once again our local MPs have 

returned good majorities, with David 
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Lidington now the Justice Secretary 

and Steve Baker a Minister in the 

Brexit team. The very narrow working 

majority will inevitably mean 

controversial issues are dropped and, 

as regards local government, housing 

and the implementation of business 

rates reform will be important. 

Making Brexit work 
As Chair of the County Council I 

recently attended the pollarding of a 

beech tree in Burnham Beeches, 

followed by lunch with the 

Corporation of London at Dorney 

Wood in South Bucks. 

I was fortunate to be seated next to 

the Lord Mayor, Dr Andrew Parmley, 

who told me about the important role 

the City will play in developing the 

Brexit proposals and their work with 

counterparts in Europe. 

I also spent an interesting 

lunchtime at Aylesbury Prison! Here 

they are investing in a Coffee 

‘Roastery’, training prisoners to 

become baristas. This is a substantial 

investment in young offenders who 

are enthusiastic about making a 

success of their future on discharge. 

Local priorities 
I am planning to make my year in 

the Chair as effective as possible by 

choosing Mental Health as my main 

focus in supporting local charities. The 

High Sheriff and I will be seeking 

more joined up services in 

Buckinghamshire and more awareness 

of the services available. 

We will be holding various 

events during the year with notable 

speakers in great venues not usually 

open to the public. I would really 

welcome your participation and will 

keep you posted! 

Local celebrations 
Once again the local fêtes 

provided us all with wonderful 

opportunities to celebrate life in the 

countryside. 

Someone made a fantastic date 

and walnut cake at St Leonards, 

which we thoroughly enjoyed and I 

am busy feeding Chat Noir, a dahlia 

from the plant stall. Many 

congratulations to everyone who 

worked so hard to make these 

afternoons such a wonderful success. 

Please let me know if I can speak 

to officers at County Hall on your 

behalf at pbirchley@buckscc.gov.uk 

or on 0771 470 4017. 
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The Lee 
Flower 
Show:  
this is it... 
By Jonathan Batten 

T 
he Church fête was last 

month’s story now it’s time to 

concentrate on the future: The 

Lee Flower Show is on 15th July and 

the excitement is building. 

The committee has been preparing: 

the posters are on the roadsides, the 

flags will be flying and the cricket 

field will be transformed with the 

largest marquee to be seen in The Lee 

since last year. The grass is being cut, 

the bands are tuning up, the magician 

is rehearsing his tricks, and the 

animals are raring to go... 

For your part you need to decide 

on your entries and get those to Ann 

Ash by 13th July. It’s all there in the 

schedule – a variety of classes for all 

of you to participate in – if you’ve 

mislaid it download another copy from 

the village website – just follow the 

Flower Show link.  

If you need any help with entries 

please feel free to ring our dedicated 

helpline 837550. 

A small army of helpers is needed 

to put on the show so thank you to all 

those who have already enlisted – if 

you haven’t been asked but would 

really like to help do please call me 

on 837450. 

If you would like to donate a prize 

for the raffle then call Anne Kenyon 

on 862585. If you have bric-a-brac call 

Reina Free on 837407. If you have 

books for the bookstall call Andrew 

Cowper on 837922 or Paul 

Woodhouse on 837555. 

If you can bake a cake for the tea 

tent then bring it along to the pavilion 

in the morning or better still enter it in 

a cookery class and then donate half of 

it to the tea tent. 

 

and then... 

Dance to The 
New Things 

P 
ut on your dancing shoes and 

get down to the marquee for the 

best night of your lives. 

Tickets at £20 each are still 

available for the Flower Show Dance 

from the Shop at The Lee until 

Saturday 8th July and thereafter contact 

Laura Doggett or Neeta Norton by 

email at  leeflowerdance@gmail.com 

 

Cakes and 
time needed 
By Kelly Stone 

T 
he countdown to the opening 

of the Flower Show Cream 

Tea Tent on Saturday 15th July 

at 1:45 pm has also begun! A warm 
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Recipe of the 
month No. 2 
Courtesy  of  Mrs  Pam  Sitford,  

Circuit Pastoral Lay Worker for the 

Methodist church. 

T 
his month’s recipe is the 

second in the series to be 

reproduced by kind permission 

of St John the Baptist Church and is 

contained in ‘Recipes from the Lee’ 

available at The Shop. 

Packed with over 30 great recipes 

here is your taster No. 2 

Gluten-free lemon drizzle loaf 
For the cake: 

225g/8oz softened butter 

225g/8oz granulated sugar 

350g/12oz rice flour 

2 tsp  baking powder 

4  eggs beaten 

Grated rind & juice of 1 lemon 

For the lemon drizzle: 

Grated rind & juice of 2 lemons 

113g/4oz granulated sugar 

 

1. Preheat the oven to 350oF/180oC 

Gas 4. 

2. Grease and line a 2lb loaf tin. 

3. Place all the cake ingredients in a 

food processor and whizz until 

smooth (or beat together in a 

large bowl). 

4. Pour the mixture into a tin and 

place in the oven for 35 – 40 mins, 

until golden and firm to the touch. 

5. Remove from the oven & tin. 

6. Cool on a rack. 

7. Prick holes all over the cake using 

a cocktail stick. 

8. Place the drizzle ingredients in a 

bowl and mix together, then 

drizzle the liquid over the loaf 

whilst still warm. 

9. Let it stand until completely cold. 

Decorate with a twist of lemon 

rind if desired. 

(Note: this cake will NOT rise in the 

same way as one baked with wheat 

flour but it will be just as good to eat 

and acceptable for Coeliacs.) 

welcome awaits you, your family and 

all your friends. 

Thank you to everyone to date who 

has so generously offered their time 

and baking skills but we are still 

looking for further donations/helpers 

on the day. 

If you are available to help 

email kelly.stone3@btinternet.com for 

further information please. 
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The fastest way to let everyone in the 

Parish know about an event you are 

arranging is to publish it right here in 

the Newsletter. Contact the editor by 

the 12th of the previous month (see 

contact details on page 1). 
 

July 
Every Sunday in July  

Cream Teas at The Old Church.   

3:00-5:00 pm. 

Saturday 1st. Coffee Morning at Lee 

Common Methodist Church.  

Saturday 1st. Parish Council Drop-in. 

10:00 am to noon at the Parish Hall. 

Come along and let us know what’s on 

your mind. See page 12. 

Sunday 2nd. Open gardens at Pond 

Cottage, Oxford Street and 5 

Martindell Cottages. 6:00 to 8:00 pm 

in aid of ‘Greenfingers’ Charity. 

Admission £4.00 which includes a 

glass of Pimms. 

Tuesday 4th. The Lee Parish Council 

Meeting at the Parish Hall 7:30 pm. 

Thursday 6th. The Lee Walking Group. 

Meet on The Lee Green at 9:30 am. 

THE LEEWAY – YOUR 

VILLAGE SUPPORT TEAM 

If you have difficulty getting to your 

doctor or the hospital, doing your 

shopping or would like a home visit and 

a friendly chat, then please ring: 

 01494 837177 

Mon - Fri: 10 am - 4 pm. Sat: 10 am - 

12 noon. Please give us reasonable notice 

of your requirement to help us organise it. 

Tuesday 11th. Ballinger Evening WI. 

‘Heathrow: How it works’ with 

Richard Smith at 8:00 pm. 

Saturday 15th. The Lee Flower Show 

in the afternoon followed by The Lee 

Flower Show Dance in the evening. 

See page 28. 

Coming soon 
Every Sunday in August and September  

Cream Teas at The Old Church.   

3:00-5:00 pm. 

Thursday 3rd August. The Lee Walking 

Group. On the Green at 9:30 am. 

Saturday 5th August.  Coffee Morning 

at Lee Common Methodist Church. 

Saturday 9th September. Organist 

Martin Paxton. Afternoon concert at 

St John the Baptist. Details to follow 

in September edition. 

Tuesday 12th September. The Lee 

Parish Council Meeting at the Parish 

Hall 7:30 pm. 

Tuesday 12th September. Ballinger 

Evening WI. ‘The History of Buttons’ 

with Rupert Matthews at 8:00 pm. 

Tuesday 10th October. Ballinger 

Evening WI. ‘A Korean Wedding’ 

with Sandra Hurst at 8:00 pm. 

Sunday 5th November. Bonfire night 

at 5:30 pm. 

Saturday 11th November. Christmas 

fair at The Shop. see page 10. 

Tuesday 14th November. Ballinger 

Evening WI.  ‘Straitjackets, Corsets 

and Cribs’ with Colin Oakes at 8:00 pm. 

Saturday 18th November. Roving 

Supper - early notice! 

Friday 24th November or Friday 1st 

December.  Newsletter Annual 

Dinner (Final date to be confirmed in 

September.) 

31 

Rates 9 am - 1 pm 
2 pm - 6 pm 

6 pm - 
midnight 

Mon - Fri £30 or £10/hr £45 or £10/hr 
Sat/Sun £12/hr £70 
Bank Holiday £12/hr £70 

The Newsletter 

T 
he Lee Newsletter is published 
10 times a year and distributed 
free to all households in the 

parish. The views expressed in it are 
not necessarily those of the Editor. 

We welcome original letters and 
articles of general interest and relevance 
to The Lee. Copy should be sent to 
theleenewsletter@googlemail.com or, if 
on paper, to the Editor of the month 
(see page 1) by the 12th of each month. 

Letters should ideally run to no 
more than 200 words and articles to 
700 words; material may be edited and 
may also appear on the village website 
www.thelee.org.uk unless consent is 
specifically withheld. Anonymous 
contributions are not accepted. 

To advertise or place an insert, 
please contact Paul Apicella on 837377 
by the 12th of the previous month. 

If you have photographs for 
publication please contact Jonathan 
Batten on 01494 837450 or email 
battenjonathan@hotmail.com. 

Other members of the Editorial 
team: Peter Archer, Richard Dickinson, 
Phil Harrison, Jen Ogley, Viv Robins, 
Adam Speller, Trish Swain, Colin Sully 
and Barnaby Usborne. 

Printed by Strongs:  01442 878592. 

To book the Parish Hall 

or Scout Hut 
 

’phone Anne Barnett on 837796 
 

Car park only £10 
Crockery/cutlery £15 (hire outside the hall) 

Testing 
times 
By Ros Morris 

L 
ike them or loathe them, Year 2 

tasks and tests are part of the 

National Curriculum and our 

oldest children have recently finished 

their Key Stage 1 Assessments (formally 

known as SATS).  

While the wellbeing and happiness 

of each and every child is paramount, 

the teaching and learning in the school 

is, of course, also of the highest 

importance. 

Last year, our Year 2 class 

significantly outperformed Bucks and 

national averages in all areas. So, we 

are looking forward to hearing the 

results of this year’s tasks and tests as 

we are hoping for another excellent set 

highlighting some of the outstanding 

practice taking place in our lovely 

village school. 

 

Bridge too far? 
The bidding in the room continued 

with South’s Double. Following 

West’s raise, North was able to pass, 

so South continued  bidding and, with 

North’s eventual support, was able to 

take the contract to 4 ♥... 

 

 W        N      E   S 

      1 ♦      Pass     1 ♠  Dble 

      2 ♠      Pass     Pass    3 ♥ 

     Pass       4 ♥   Pass   Pass  

     Pass 

… and, after K♦ lead, 11 tricks 

were made. 


