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From the Editor Paws in the
Chilterns
By Colin Sully
n the Newsletter this month, we
have catered for all tastes and ages,
with progress reports on newcomers at the school and at the nursery,
an account of the Lee Common Scouts
first overseas Jamboree, a diamond
wedding anniversary and another
fascinating personal history story –
involving penicillin! We have something
for dog-lovers… and for those less welldisposed to these animals.
We have more feedback on the
survey of our readers, news of autumn
events and also the start of a new series
of articles ‘From The Lee archives’. If
you have an interesting story, photo or
article about village history, do let us
know and we will be happy to share it
with our readers.
John Hull is also remembered this
month; a man who gave great service
to The Lee for many years.
Oh, yes… and a warning! If any
reader suffers from ophidiophobia
(fear of snakes) be warned, page 12
contains graphic images.
Next month’s editor is Phil
Harrison. Please email material to him
at theleenewsletter@googlemail.com,
or deliver hard copy to Lane End,
Crocketts Lane by 12th October.
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Sales & Lettings
64 High Street Great Missenden
Buckinghamshire HP16 0AN
Tel: 01494 890990
email: info@jeremyswan.co.uk
www.jeremyswan.co.uk

From the Chiltern Society
any of you would probably
agree that one of the best
ways to enjoy the Chilterns
is alongside a four-legged companion.
Our conservation and path
maintenance volunteers work hard so
you can enjoy the countryside at its
best. But we know that people aren’t
the only ones to appreciate their
efforts! We love the fact that dogs also
reap the benefits of the pathways,
woodlands and commons that we work
hard to maintain.
To celebrate this, we’re launching
a ‘Paws in the Chilterns’ campaign!
We would like you to share with us
pictures of your dogs enjoying the
Chilterns. The three winning dogs will
each receive a voucher to redeem at
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Symply Pet Foods; a local pet food
producer based in Chesham.
To be in with a chance of winning,
here’s what you need to do:
• Take a photo of your dog (and you
if you’d like) enjoying the
countryside.
• Email it to the Chiltern Society at
office@chilternsociety.org.uk
• Include the name of your dog and
where the photo was taken.
• If your dog would like to show his
or her appreciation for the work
that we do, please text ‘CHIL02
£5’ to make a £5 donation.
We look forward to receiving
your photos!
In order for your entry to qualify,
please submit it via the method above
no later than 31st October.

Newcomers at
Lee Common
School
By James Edwards,
Headteacher
he
new
term is in
full swing at
Lee Common CE School. Our new
four and five year olds have made a
flying start in Reception and we also
welcome two new members of staff;
Mrs Richmond and Miss Elrick.
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Mrs Richmond
Mrs Richmond is a highly
experienced and successful primary
school teacher. She was previously the

Deputy Headteacher and SENCo
(Special Educational Needs Coordinator) of Cannon Lane, an
outstanding London First School,
where she worked with Dame Reena
Keeble, a national leader of
education and author of the recently
published Keeble review. Mrs
Richmond is also currently working
as an educational consultant for a
school in East London.
Mrs Richmond has worked as an
‘Achievement for All’ coach,
supporting SENCos within the London
Borough of Harrow. In addition, she
has previously worked with the
Department for Education and was
heavily involved in the creation and
nationwide implementation of the
Year 1 phonics screening check.
Mrs Richmond is the new SENCo
for Lee Common CE School and is
also one of the class teachers for
Robins Class (Year 1). Mrs Richmond
lives a short drive away from Lee
Common. She has two children and
four grandchildren.

Miss Elrick
Miss Elrick is a highly experienced
and successful sports coach having
worked in a range of schools in North
West London. She is the proprietor of
her own company, ‘Fun development’,
and will be coaching all classes at Lee
Common CE School. She will be
working two full days per week this
year and the school is therefore able to
now offer a large range of additional
sporting clubs and activities both at
lunch time and after school.
Miss Elrick has been noted as an
outstanding practitioner by OFSTED
on a number of occasions.

Your letters
Not-so Superfast
To the Editor
Follo wing the article on
B r o ad b and in t he Se p te mb er
Newsletter, I have sent a rather blunt
email to Matthew Hancock (Minister
of State for Digital) copied to Cheryl
Gillan, MP, about our broadband at
Kings Ash and, in particular, about his
lack of understanding of the plight of
many of us who need good access to
go about our working lives. This was
after I heard him interviewed on Radio 4,
also in September.
In the letter, I explained how very
disappointed we were at his responses
in the interview, that he demonstrated
a complete lack of understanding of
the plight of those who cannot even
receive a basic broadband service and
that in Kings Ash our general
broadband speed is generally 1.5Mbps
and often zero during working hours,
well below the 10Mbps he stated as an
acceptable minimum.
Cheryl Gillan has promised to
follow up my comments with him. I
therefore felt that readers and the
Parish Council should be aware of the
sentiments expressed and have copied
them my letter. I am not wishing to
diminish the work and progress that
individuals and the Parish Council
have achieved, but get frustrated on a
daily basis about the impact our dire
broadband speed has on our working
lives and the frequent necessity to go
elsewhere, Costa or a pub, to get a
better service!
Barry Barrett-Mold
Kings Ash

Cromar
Carpets Ltd
CARPETS, VINYL AND
WOOD FLOORING
SUPPLIED AND FITTED

9-11 STATION APPROACH
GREAT MISSENDEN
01494 862125
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To the Editor

Diamond Anniversary
A local couple from Hunts Green
Farm celebrated their Diamond
Wedding Anniversary on the 7th
September. Ernest Brown married
Elizabeth Brown (Howland) in 1957, a
local girl from Hammonds Hall Farm,
Potter Row. They married at St John
the Baptist Church, The Lee and had
their reception at the Parish Hall.
They have lived and worked within
the village all their married lives,
bringing up three children and
supporting the village, particularly The
Lee Cricket Club, which Ernie played
for and Betty did the teas.
They celebrated the anniversary
with the family who would all like to
send congratulations on this fantastic
achievement.
From their children: Robert,
Margaret and Sally, the grandchildren
Emma, Laura and Adam, and also great
grandchildren William and Archie.

The Lee Parish
Council News
By Liz van Hullen, Parish Clerk

Oxford Street traffic

O

n 1st September the Parish
Council issued a consultation
document to Oxford Street
residents and visitors (with the
September Newsletter). The proposal:
white lines to be introduced to the
edges of sections of the road in the
vicinity of Princes Lane and Lee
Common School, to emphasise that
these are ‘No Parking’ areas.
This matter was discussed in
some detail at the Parish Council
meeting on 12 th September and
further contributions and comments
are being received up to the closing
date of 30th September. We are
working very much in conjunction
with Transport for Bucks and the
school to reach a resolve that will
help encourage sensible parking and
reduce the risk to safety and the
inconvenience of vehicles in this
busy part of the village.

Transport for Bucks
We welcomed Mark Averill, Head
of Highways, Transport for Bucks
(TfB), to the Parish Council meeting
on 12th September. He contributed to
the public discussion on traffic in
Oxford Street, drawing on his
considerable experience of such
matters and presented options that
certainly warrant full consideration of
the PC and the school.
Mark then listened to the Parish
Council’s concerns over speed limits

and speeding vehicles on Chesham
Lane and will take this back to BCC,
requesting a review of the road.
We could not have a
representative from TfB with us
without mentioning the general
condition of the road surfaces, the
poor quality of road repairs and
management of grass cutting. Mark
admitted that resources have been
low, but went on to say that a recent
focus on improved quality should
start to become evident, particularly
in pothole repair.
In inviting Mark to the meeting
we have opened up a good channel
of communication into BCC and
look forward to liaising with him in
the future.

Allotments and playground
Allotment tenants, children and
dog walkers will all have, hopefully,
noticed the new gates recently fitted
at entrances to the allotment/
playground area. As part of our
efforts to maintain the area and to
ensure it is safe and pleasant for all,
we also have signs to put up on the
gates politely asking dog owners to
keep dogs on leads and remove all
dog mess. We thank you for your cooperation with this.

‘Keep Track of the Tap’
Rainfall has, over the past 12
mo nt h s, b ee n b elo w aver a ge
(according to Affinity Water) and to
raise awareness of this, Affinity Water
launched a campaign called ‘Keep
Track of the Tap’.
For further information and water
saving
ideas
please
visit:
www.affinitywater.co.uk/savewater

Everything you’d wish a country
pub to be; great beer, cosy
inviting bar and a restaurant
serving great food. All with a
warm welcome and service only
a family-run pub can offer.
Wednesdays: Market Menu
Thursdays: Steak Night
Fridays: Fish & Fizz
Swan Lane, The Lee HP16 9NU
01494 837239
pub@theoldswanpub.co.uk
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The marvel of
migration
By Don Stone
s late summer merges into
early autumn, the summer
migrants begin to depart to
the warmth of Africa and the winter
visitors from the North and East begin
to arrive. There’s always something to
find, whether it be the gathering of
swallows and house martins on our
neighbour’s TV aerial or some rare
vagrant such as a wryneck.

A

The last two years I have been too
busy to go looking for sightings, but
having more time this year, I’ve come

across a marsh harrier heading west
over Shardeloes Lake on 24th August,
while closer to home four wheatears
were feeding together in the meadows
at Lower Bassibones Farm on the
evening of the 1st September. The
following morning as I checked for the
wheatears without any luck, a bird
flew over Sly Corner above me. I
glimpsed a flash of white as it settled
in the top of a sixty foot high tree
overlooking the horse paddock. I have
never seen a wheatear perched up that
high before, where it remained for ten
minutes. I thought it would drop down
onto the paddock to feed; but no – it
took flight, headed off east and was
lost to view in the distance. I guess it
was one of the previous evening’s
birds getting its bearings before
following its mates and continuing its
migration. Unbelievably in the
evening I wandered down the track
and there was yet another wheatear
perched on the track-side fence. I have
only ever seen one here previously in
the last fourteen years.
Earlier in the day I came across
three whinchats on the Liberty Nature
Reserve field in amongst the
sunflower and millet stems. Later in
the month these will be replaced by

the annual passage of stonechats,
which stop off briefly, along with
meadow pipits which will be with us
‘til the spring.
As October progresses the winter
visitors trickle in, but things usually
kick-off about the middle of the month
as masses of wood pigeons, finches,
field fares and redwings pass over. In
the past I’ve recorded the latter going
over at a rate in excess of a thousand
birds an hour…
The wonder of migration!!
Postscript: The first meadow
pipits of the autumn were seen today
(10th September) rising up from the
meadows at Lower Bassibones Farm
and headed south, battling into the
strong wind.

Calendar
photographic
competition
By Katie Michaelson-Yates
nfortunately the Shop has had
to postpone the printing of
The
Lee
Calendar
2018. Although we received some
lovely photographs, there wasn’t a
large enough selection to cover the
different months of the year. With the
constraints of timing we felt it easier
to postpone for one year and come out
with The Lee Calendar 2019.
We would like to thank all the
villagers,
who
sent
in their
photographs, for taking part. These
photos will be kept in the shop for
anyone who wants them back.

U

Service with a personal touch
Hand picked designer frames
Contact Lens Specialist
Retinal Scanning
Family Friendly
Feel free to walk in at any time
(our late night opening is on
Wednesdays) or contact us at:
Chiltern Opticians Ltd.
75 High Street Great Missenden
Bucks HP16 0AL
01494 868496
info@chilternopticians.com
www.chilternopticians.com
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From The Lee
archives (1)

T

his month we start a new series
of articles ‘from the archives’.
In 1910, to celebrate the
Coronation of King George V and
Queen Mary, a cricket match took
place in The Lee between ‘the
Gentlemen’ and ‘the Ladies’… with
everyone in fancy dress! The scorecard
makes for interesting reading.

The Ladies
Maud Austin (as a Shepherdess) b R Brown ....... 0
Emily Hancock (as a Victorian lady)
c R. Brown, b Howlett ············· 16
May Wood (as India) c C. Jennings,
b Marcham ............................................... 3
Rose Nash (as a Nurse) b Marcham ................ 0
Lily Rutland (as a Japanese girl) b Pickton ...... 2
Violet Coggins (as Bo-Peep) b Picton ............. 0
Alice Pearce (as Spring) .................................. 2
Mary Jennings (as a Nurse) c L.Brown,
b Howlett ................................................... 0
Dorothy Chapman (as a Pierrette) b Howlett . 12
Bessie Parsons (as a Nurse) b R. Brown ......... 9
Dora Pearce (as Summer) c F. Brown,
b Lewington ............................................... 0
Amy Witney (as India) not out ........................ 1
Millicent Beeson b R. Brown .......................... 0
Extras B 1, LB 1, W 7 .................... 9
Total
54

The Gentlemen
A. E. Howlett (Cricket Club) lbw,
b Miss Hancock ........................................ 16
W. Piddington (as a Countryman)
b Miss Rutland ............................................ 4
R. Brown (as Robin Hood) retired ................. 21
F. Brown (Rifle Club) b Miss Parsons ........... 19
H. Lewington (as a Jester) lbw Miss Hancock . 9
C. Jennings (as a Rajah) c Miss Witney,
b Miss Hancock .......................................... 4
G. Marcham (as a Fireman) c sub,
b Miss Rutland ............................................ 7
P. Jennings (as a Hindoo) run out .................... 4
M. Pickton (Football Club) b Miss Hancock ... 0
A. Phillips (as a Jester) b Miss Chapman ....... 13
E. J. C. Young (as a Lifeboatman) retired ..... 14

G. Ayres (as Australia) not out ........................0
L. Brown (as a Forester) b Miss D. Pearce .......0
Extras B 5, LB 5, W 2 ..................12
..................... Total
123

You will notice that Millicent
Beeson declined to wear fancy dress,
that the Gentlemen put out two Jesters
(who’s taking this seriously?) and that
the Ladies put out three Nurses (in
case it turned nasty?)
I wonder how a ‘Gentlemen-vLadies’ match would fare today?
[If you have an interesting story,
photo or article about village history,
do let us know and we will be happy to
share it with our readers: Ed.]

History first
hand No. 13
“Mould Juice” - Sir
Alexander Fleming’s
discovery of Penicillin
By Diana Morley
ir Alexander Fleming (1881 –
1955) has probably saved more
lives than anyone else in the
World since his discovery of Penicillin
in 1928 and is continuing to save lives
today - even since his own demise.
Alexander Fleming was Knighted in
1944 and became a Nobel Prize Winner
in Medicine in 1945. I am very grateful
to Diana for sharing her memoirs of
‘Flem’, enabling us to learn about this
extraordinary man from her first-hand
account of their friendship and her
personal anecdotes.
When I married Bill Morley in
1950, his boss was Alexander
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Sir Alexander Fleming (1881-1955)

Fleming. Bill had qualified as a doctor
at St Mary’s Hospital, Paddington,
specialized in pathology, and joined
what was then called the Inoculation
Department in his own hospital. He
and Fleming got on well. They were
quite alike, both essentially backroom
boys, shy and reserved, not good
socially. But I was struck by how kind
Flem was to me, a newcomer, always
coming over to talk to me at hospital
parties and making me feel welcome. He
used sometimes to drop in unannounced
into our home in the evening for a chat
and a whiskey. In those days there was
no hospital security and I could often call
into the lab – they made the best coffee
I’ve ever tasted.
Bill had been working there when
Flem discovered penicillin in 1928,
and was one of the first people to use it
– externally then, of course. I recently

went back to see the Fleming Museum
and was astonished at how small the
lab was where it was discovered –
only 12 feet by 10 feet The story
about the spores floating in from Praed
Street through the window is pure
myth – that window was never opened
and the spores probably came in on
someone’s clothing. The discovery
was not just ‘a happy accident’. The
‘Little Man’ knew what he was
looking for. Ever since he had worked
at the Boulogne casualty clearing
station in the 1914-18 war and
witnessed the appalling gangrene, he
had been searching for an antibacterial
substance. Chance favours the prepared
mind! Anyone else might have thrown
that petri dish away.
When war was declared in 1939,
part of St Mary’s was evacuated to an
old mental hospital near Basingstoke.
Bill had a characteristic note from Flem:
“Proceed to Park Prewitt and establish
pathology.” Flem never wasted words.
Flem has been denigrated for not
seeing the potential of his discovery, that
it could be used systemically. Bill
refuted that, saying the problem was
there were no chemists to stabilize the
raw penicillin at the hospital. Flem was
not a pushy person and the lab director,
Almroth Wright (Bernard Shaw’s model
for the doctor in The Doctor’s Dilemma)
did nothing to promote him – was there
even a trace of jealousy?
It wasn’t ‘til war came that money
was available (remember, this was
before NHS and Mary’s was a private
hospital) and Howard Florey and Ernst
Chain developed Flem’s mould-juice –
as it was known in the lab – for
systemic use. Round about 1948 I had
a bad sinus infection. Bill swiped
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some penicillin from the lab and
injected me in the bum. Goodness,
how it stung! Unrefined penicillin was
really painful – but the infection
cleared within hours. Florey was
Australian, and when I was in
Queensland recently I found that the
Ozzies were more or less claiming
penicillin as their discovery; they have
Florey on one of their banknotes.
Needless to say, I spoke up!
Flem’s wife had been an invalid
for some years. After she died he
married the glamorous Greek
pathologist Amalia. She swept him up
and they began travelling and having
fun. I liked her enormously and we
dined with them in their Chelsea flat
and they with us in ours on Camden
Hill. I still cook her moussaka recipe.

he is sitting rather too upright and
looking rather proper, it’s because his
lap was full of the empties!
There is a good book (2004) about
him by Kevin Brown. We lunched
together when he was preparing it and
I am enormously proud to be
mentioned in the credits.
If you have a story to contribute to
the History First Hand series please
contact Anthea Hartley on 837372 or
bassibones@yahoo.co.uk

From the
County
By Patricia Birchley,
Chairman of Bucks County Council
uckinghamshire organisations
have excelled themselves with
a record number of Queen’s
Awards this year.
Top local companies in Chesham,
Symply Petfoods and Global Infusion
Ltd, together with Chiltern Rangers
(Community Interest Company) have
received their awards this autumn. Ed
Melbourne of Symply Petfoods has a
brilliant photo of himself being
congratulated by the Queen at
Buckingham Palace, which is a great
reward for eight years of successfully
building up the company.
Earlier this week I attended a
seminar organised by Transport for
Bucks, who identified new ways of
repairing potholes, preparation for
road gritting this winter and a promise
to repair several areas of outstanding
road defects. The meeting was
organised for the Parish Councils who

B

Burns Night. L to R: Diana Morley, Sir
Alexander Fleming, another guest, Lady Amalia
Fleming. (Bill Morley is just off camera).

There is a story behind the
photograph. The Flemings asked us to
join them at the Park Lane hotel for
Burns night – Flem was still very
Scots. He was also a good drinker.
When the Tatler photographer
approached I muttered to him ‘my
mother will have a fit when she sees all
the empty bottles on the table’. Without
a word Flem swept them up. If you think

had an opportunity of addressing grass
cutting issues and talking to the
highways team. I have raised the
condition of our rural roads with senior
executives at County Hall and will
continue to press for the improvements
sought by the Parish Councils.

The Leeside
nursery
By Melissa Woodford-Smith
s I write this, we have only
been back three mornings but
we have done ourselves proud
again. Our war m and caring
environment has proved calming on all
the children. We have had five new
starters and not one tear from any of
them. They have all been happy to come
in and explore their new surroundings.
With activities like play-doughmaking, fishing-for-numbers, paintmixing and building blocks, who
wouldn’t be happy!
We have an exciting term ahead of
us so I am sure it will fly by. We have
a Macmillan coffee morning, autumn
walk, Christmas Nativity and
Christmas Party.
We still have spaces available, so
if there are any toddlers out there
looking for a new challenge and more
social interaction then please call us to
arrange a visit.
I will be going on maternity leave
at half term and so we are currently on
the search for maternity cover. If there
is anyone interested and qualified in
Childcare to Level 3 or above, please
drop by for a chat.

A
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Bridge too far? Snakes in The
Lee grass
By Judy Hart et al
his recent hand presented a
challenge to bid and to play.

T

♠J
♥QJ952
♦Q43
♣J832

By Richard Dickinson

♠3
♥ A K 10 8 7 4 3
♦ J9
♣976
♠A752
♥6
♦ K 10 6 2
♣ A 10 5 4
♠ K Q 10 9 8 6 4
♥♦A875
♣KQ

Dealer: South
Vulnerability: N-S
The bidding went:
S
W
1♠
Pass
3♠
Pass
4♠
Pass

N
2♥
4♥
Pass

E
Pass
Pass
Pass

After a lead of 2♣, how do you see
the hand being played?
See page 23.

MARTIN THE MILKMAN
Refrigerated delivery of fresh
milk, dairy produce, bread,
eggs, fruit juices and more.
To place an order call
01442 833944
PHONES MANNED 4 PM – 6 PM
ANSWERPHONE AT OTHER TIMES

Photo – Patrick Gilfeather
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s you are strolling down our
fantastic selection of byways
this autumn, you may want to
be careful not to step on the wild-life,
which includes this marvellous
specimen of grass snake seen out and
about enjoying the parish.
If you have Ophidiophobia, a fear
of these wonderful reptiles, (and
something which one third of the
population has) then you might
already be feeling a bit upset. I do
hope not, but this is probably a healthy
reaction built-in over many millennia
as a defence mechanism. Indeed it
seems this is also a feeling shared by
dogs, or at least our dog Mollie, as she
literally did a backwards flip as soon

as she had registered what she had
just met!
Some fascinating facts about
grass snakes:
• They are the largest snake in the
UK. The males are smaller than
the females who can grow to
130cm. They have a distinctive
yellow collar.
• They are good swimmers and can
‘hold their breath’ for more than
half an hour underwater. Frogs are
a particular delicacy they enjoy.
• They cannot regulate their
temperature so need the sun to
shine (don’t we all!). By the time
we go to print, our friend in the
picture will probably have tucked
herself up in a secluded spot for
the annual ‘brumation’ – a sort of
semi-hibernation – but she will
still get up for the odd drink.
Check your compost heap – that is
a favourite spot to over-winter.
• British grass snakes were thought
to be a ‘sub-species’ of the
European grass snake (N. natrix),
however it has recently been
recognised as a separate species
(N. helvetica), now known as the
‘barred grass snake’.
• Records of the European grass
snake in Britain are now
considered to have originated
from imported specimens.
This discovery has increased the
types of snakes in the UK from three
to four! The others to look out for are
the adder (take care as they are
venomous) and the smooth snake,
which because of the lack of
heathlands, have now become
extremely rare.

Pippa Hart
Photography

Natural & Informal
Black &White
Portraits
01494 837340
www.pippahart.com

SHORT-TERM
RENTALS
From £295 per week (all inclusive)

Self-catering holiday
or temporary accommodation
at Lee Common
Moving house?
Completion dates don’t coincide?
House sale falls through?
Builders outstaying their welcome?

Expecting Visitors?
Need extra accommodation?
Self-contained Period Property:
sleeps four guests

Tel: 01494 837798
e-mail: lowerbassibones@yahoo.co.uk
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To say that John’s death has left a
gap in many people’s lives could be
seen as something of a cliché if it
wasn’t absolutely true. Family, friends
and colleagues alike remain with the
influence of John in their lives and are
thankful that they knew him.
May he rest in peace and rise in
glory.

John Hull: a
tribute to a
friend
(1936 to 2017)
By Revd David Burgess
ome personal reflections on the
loss of a colleague, a mentor
and a friend.
Sometimes work relationships start
off on a professional basis and stay
that way. Sometimes they change into
something completely different. When
you met John Hull and began to get to
know him, the latter was certainly the
case. I started out twenty years ago
valuing his depth of experience in
ministry, his wisdom, his ability to
sum up a complex problem in a simple
sentence, and more besides.
As time went on, I appreciated
being able to go to him for advice on
any issue, seemingly trivial or
substantial, and knowing I’d be
listened to and given a straight answer.
Over time the professional relationship
easily grew into friendship and
fellowship, where John and I, often
with other colleagues, could talk about
anything, in any depth, simply by
putting the world to rights over a cup
of coffee (I’d recommend a dose of
John’s coffee every morning at about
10:00 to wake you up properly!).
I’ve heard and read quite a lot in
recent months about ‘polymaths’ –
people who can apparently turn their
hand to anything. When it came to the
expressive arts, particularly in
combination with ministry, John fitted

S

Contacts: Churchwarden: Roderick
Neal (837264) and Trevor Pearce
(837601). Verger: Bill Pearce
(785191). Treasurer: David
Stephenson (867617).

Methodist Church
1st 10:00am

AA Joint service at St
John the Baptist
Revd Nigel Wright
8 3:00pm
15th 3:00pm
Harvest Festival
Revd Nigel Wright
22nd 3:00pm
Gerald Tomkin
th
Revd Gregory
29 3:00pm
Hargrove
We continue with our Coffee
Mornings on Saturday 7th October
10:30 am to 12 noon. All welcome.
Our Harvest Supper is on
Saturday 14th October: 6:30 for 7:00
pm. If you would like to join us,
please ring Jan on 837594.
th

Services for
October
St John the Baptist
1st 10:00am

that bill – performer, composer,
arranger, painter, and teacher. All
came easily and skilfully to him.
And then his faith, as gentle,
understated and humble as the man
himself, yet rock solid and founded on
his life experience, both good and not
so good. From the point of view of our
four local parishes that faith was strong
enough to support the churches through
two interregnums and to contribute in
ministry on a week-by-week basis
through the best part of thirty years.
I’m fully aware that these
sentiments aren’t mine alone. The full
house for John’s memorial and
thanksgiving service at Wendover was
testament to that, with upwards of 250
people ready and willing to share their
memories and stories in addition to the
ones that were recalled by those who
actually took part.

Harvest Festival
“Service with a snack”
Revd D Burgess
(No Old Church Holy Communion)
th
8 10:00am PC Revd Hilary Wilson
Matins: Lay-led
15th 10:00am
22nd
No service
th
29
PC Joint service at
Hawridge with a
speaker from the
Hospice of St
Francis
Revd I Cornish
HC
Holy Communion (said)
PC
Parish Communion (sung)
AA
All-age service
Please note: Rev David Burgess and
Mr Tony Eccleston are both on sick
leave for at least three months
following surgery and will not be
available. A number of services on this
and successive rotas have therefore
been changed from the regular
worship pattern in The Lee and the
Hilltop Churches.

St. Mary’s, Ballinger
October
(Note: no service on Sunday 1st October)
8th 9:30am
Harvest
Communion
29th 6:00pm
Parish Evensong

November
5th 9:30am

Morning Prayer
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You said…
By the Newsletter Editorial Team
e reported last month on
the general results of the
survey of Newsletter
readers and website/Forum users. The
general conclusions were that no-one
wanted radical change and that we
should “keep it local”. There were
however many suggestions for more
modest changes/improvements.

W

The Newsletter
1) “More pictures and more
colour” was a familiar cry. We hope
you liked the September colour
supplement and, when finance
permits, will go colour again.
2) When asked what “you
particularly liked and/or found useful”,
the highest placed articles were:

KINGSHILL
CARS FOR ALL OCCASIONS

CHILTERNS
AIRPORTS
LONDON
01494 868699
Email: bookings@kingshillcars.co.uk

Local history
Diary of events / coming soon
Letters
People-related stories
HS2 updates
Shop news
As expected not everyone liked
everything; the articles with the least
overall appeal were:
Bridge
Recipes
School news
3) Church-related articles very
much divided the readership. Many
people singled it out as something
they liked best in the Newsletter
(especially the interviews) but slightly
more readers reported that they
thought there was too much churchrelated material.
We have to recognise that the
Newsletter readership is a diverse
population and we need to keep an
eye on the balance we aim for in
each edition.
4) We asked what we could
sensibly add to the Newsletter. Many
readers suggested that the section of
the population that we don’t appeal to
at all at the moment is the younger
one. We will consider if there is a
way of harnessing a regular
contribution to the Newsletter from
younger residents: your suggestions
on this are welcome.
There were also a great many other
specific suggestions as to what we
could add – everything from farming
news to bus timetables; from
crosswords to naming and shaming
speeding motorists! The editorial team
will consider all of these ideas.

The Lee website/Forum
Again, most of the feedback was
positive on this, although there is clearly

still a great deal of confusion about
how the Forum actually works and
how to get the best out of it. We will
report on this again in a future article.
There were some suggestions that
it is time to completely re-design and
re-structure the website and the
Forum, but alas there were no offers of
help to actually achieve this!
Finally, we offered a free prize
draw to those who completed the
questionnaires and we are pleased to
announce that the winners were: Mary
Godfrey of Hunts Green and Lynda
Cooke of South Heath.
Our thanks to all readers who took
the time to let us have their feed-back.
It really has been most helpful.

Dinner at the
Hall!
By the Newsletter Editorial Team
e are now in the process of
sending out invitations to
this year’s Newsletter
Dinner, which will take place on
Friday 1st December.
The price has been held at £25.00
per person, which will once again
include canapés, a choice of main and
dessert courses, tea/coffee, wine, soft
drinks, entertaining speakers
(hopefully) and the prestigious annual
Newsletter Award.
Invitations are being sent out to all
those who have contributed to the
success of the Newsletter in 2017.
Please respond quickly when you get
your invitation, as numbers will be
limited by the capacity of the hall.

W

TIM SIMMONS IS

THE VERMINATOR
Pest control services

ALL
INSECTS
FOXES
RABBITS
AND
ANTS

WASPS
GLIS-GLIS
SQUIRREL
RATS
MICE
MOLES

FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE
LOW PRICES - HIGH QUALITY

07734649305
WE WILL ALSO PROOF YOUR
HOUSE/PREMISES TO STOP THEM
COMING BACK

J Brown Funeral Services Ltd
67 Woodside Road, Amersham, HP6 6AA
01494 727474 (24hours)
An independent family run business
with over 20 years experience to
ensure peace of mind.
All denominations
Civil and humanist services
Private chapels of rest
Pre-paid funeral plans
Off street client parking and good
disabled access
Contact Jason Brown
on 01494 727474
jason@jbrownfuneralservices.co.uk
or just pop in for a cup of tea
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Lee Common
Scouts make
history
By Tom Brockett, Scout Leader
ell we did it! The Scouts
had the most amazing trip
to Germany to take part in
a National Jamboree with 5,000
Scouts in attendance. Thanks to
everyone locally who donated money
towards our trip - be it at the church
fête, the flower show or dropping
loose change into our collection box in
the village shop. Thank you all, for
allowing the children to have a once in
a lifetime opportunity. This was also
the first time Lee Common has ever
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Dog Photography, Working Dogs,
Game Shoots, Pets
Action and Portrait
________________________________________________

Chrissi Ratcliffe LRPS
07719 731507 / 01494 837452

chrissi_bell@hotmail.com
www.chrissibellphotography.co.uk

camped abroad, hence making history.

A chance encounter
Last summer we met a German
Scout troop on the Gower Peninsula,
South Wales. Their leader and I
swapped e-mail addresses, thinking
that we might set up a pen-pal system.
Three months down the line we were
invited to their Jamboree.
Six Scouts, myself and Del Jones
left the Scout hut in the early hours of
the 29th July in Del’s eight-seater
Volkswagen van (no, the Volkswagen
van wasn’t intentional). In true English
style, we experienced a four-hour ferry
delay at Dover, which put us well
behind schedule on our 10-hour drive
from Calais through France, Belgium,
Netherlands and on to Mecklenburg
lake district in Germany, 110km north
west of Berlin. We arrived at the
Jamboree site at 3:30am! (The kids
were gems during our epic drive and
morale was high all the time).

The Jamboree had officially started
on the 27th July. We wanted to cut it to
seven days because it was our first
time abroad and, more than that, may
have of been too much for the kids.
So, after our early hour arrival of
the 30th July, we only had a few hours’
sleep before waking up and fitting in
to the Jamboree programme. Our host

troop, Stamm Geisterburg, had
planned to send their Scouts and ours
on a 24-hour hike, sleeping out at a
nearby location. When our Scouts
found out what was planned for them,
the faces they pulled were a treat! The
hike was only a few miles long but
nevertheless, doing that after our 10hour drive and a few hours’ sleep and
in hot temperatures, was a challenge.
Our Scouts got stuck in and showed
resilience. They came back on the
Monday morning with some good
stories and smiles. We were very
pleased that they completed their
challenge.

Spiritual Scouting
I discovered that the spiritual side
of Scouting amongst German Scouts is
much stronger compared to the UK.
There is a strong emphasis on the
family side of Scouting, whereas we
are more skills based. Wherever you
walked around the site, at whatever
time, you would see or hear groups of
Scouts singing and playing their
guitars. Within our group, before and
after flag break and mealtime, there
would be a sing-song and a form of
grace. The music was very peaceful to
listen too, regardless of not
understanding a single word (well, you
HOUSE TO LET FOR HOLIDAYS
IN SOUTH OF FRANCE
New 3 bedroom house on small château
development with communal pool in
quiet Languedoc village. Sleeps 6.
5 minutes walk to shops, café, etc.
Near Mediterranean beaches,
mountains, lakes, caves, markets.
For details and availability call 837596
or email jasv0905@btinternet.com

could usually get the gist).
On the site, there was what they
called a central ‘market area’. Every
evening in this market area was the
‘international tooth-brushing hour’,
where they had a row of tables with a
selection of toothpaste from around
the world for you to try out. I’ve never

Garden Design | Driveways
Patios & Paving | Brickwork
Fencing & Decking
Turfing & Planting | Groundworks
Concrete Works
Footings & Underpinning
Excavations & Roadways
Tel: 01494 258632
Mob: 07788 939395
kingsashlandcapes@hotmail.com
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had so much fun; my favourite was
from Lithuania, cherry flavoured!
There was also a radio comms. tent
where you could go and have a try,
which we did and spoke to Mike
Addison, who lives next to Lee
Common School. Most days we also
spent time swimming in the lake, as
we were blessed with hot weather.

Euro-scouting song contest
As the Germans liked a good old
sing-song, they put a singing
competition into the programme. Our
Scouts were very confident throughout
the week, making friends with our host
troop, getting involved with camp
chores and even joining in with the
singing competition.
On the last full day, when some of
the camp was being dismantled, there
was a quick spree of swapping scarves

and badges with other international
Scouts. Our Scouts came home with
Chilean and Russian scarves and the
scarf for the German district we were
in. [I think our scouts took the Chilean
scarves because it was in the colours
of Watford football club.]
There were troops from Mongol,
Turkey, Israel, Hungry, Korea and
many more at the Jamboree.

The last place that we visited was
the Olympic Stadium – WOW! – and
we also had time to try some of the
local food that Berlin had to offer... a
place called Mc Donald’s, very tasty.
On the last night, Friday, the
closing ceremony was held. The
ceremony finished with everyone
being given a candle and we all lit
them. The stage lights were turned off
and the 5,000 candles all lit looked
spectacular, especially with the
viewing area being on a slope with the
stage at the bottom.
While we were waiting for the
show to start, each troop had their

troop flag or country flag: we had our
Union Jack. There I was waving it
about and suddenly noticed everyone
nearby to me was laughing. What I
didn’t realise was a few rows ahead
was an EU flag!

A huge debt of gratitude
I would especially like to thank
Susie Burrage who runs the company
Recycle Limited, Chesham. Thank
you for donating a significant
contribution to allow us to go ahead
with the adventure.
We are still in contact with our
host troop and there are possible plans
for the Scouts to write letters to one
another. Next year we hope to invite
them over to show them how we camp
in England.
Vielen Danke…

Lasting memories
The highlight for our Scouts was
the day the international troops had the
opportunity for a visit to Berlin. For
35 euros per person we were given
VIP bands, metro tickets and transport
to Berlin, dropped off at a location in
the city and told to be back at a certain
time. We were left to do what we
wanted in Berlin, so, in true Lee
Common style we squeezed in as
much as we could. We visited the
Brandenburg gate, the Holocaust
memorial, the Reichstag, Checkpoint
Charlie and another site where a good
amount of the Berlin Wall is still
standing. Here we found a very
emotional memorial to the people that
got shot trying to climb the wall.

Great Missenden
A warm, friendly sheltered house for
the elderly in the picturesque centre of
the village.

HOLIDAY HOME TO LET
IN SPAIN
GAUCIN - ANDALUCIA
3 Bedroom property with pool
in the hilltop white village of Gaucin.
Stunning views of Mediterranean,
Gibraltar and Moroccan Hills.

Ring now for availability
Tel. 01494 837602
www.casa-mirador.com

Come and take a look and see for yourself
and have a chat with Carol Lauder Ross.
Tel: 01494 865026 or
email for a brochure:
info@abbeyfieldgreatmissenden.co.uk
Find out more on our website:
www.abbeyfield.com
Abbeyfield is a charity and a
not for profit organisation
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HS2 update
By Colin Sully, The Lee Parish Council
ocally, things are now beginning
to move forward on the detailed
planning of HS2 construction in
this area. We have established jointworking groups with Great Missenden
and Wendover Parish Councils (PCs).
We have had a second meeting with the
AONB HS2 Review Group to discuss
‘design principles in the AONB’ and
‘possible projects’ to mitigate the
impact of the railway in the AONB,
using the £3m granted by the
Government for this purpose.
The local PCs are quite clear that
this money should be spent between
South Heath and Wendover (the
AONB area most affected by HS2) but
the possible project long-list,
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Pilates

@HOME

‘FLEXIBLE TO THE CORE’
1 to 1 Pilates… in the comfort and
convenience of your own home
Mat Pilates for all abilities
Improves posture, flexibility, core strength,
muscle tone and sports performance
Individuals [or small groups of up to 4]
Qualified Mat Pilates Instructor
“In ten sessions you will feel the difference, in
20 you will see the difference and in 30 you will
have a whole new body”… Joseph Pilates

generated by the Review Group,
seems to be taking a much broader
view than this – and includes such
ideas as promoting ‘edible Chilterns’.
The Lee PC is pressing for priority
to be given to investing in:
•
improving local rights of way
across and along the Misbourne
valley,
•
environmental linkage between
areas disturbed by HS2 and
•
promoting the idea that it is
‘business as usual’ in this area of
the AONB.
The next meeting of the joint-PCs
group – with the HS2 construction
team – is scheduled for late October,
following which we will provide an
updated schedule of planned work in
this area.
Note: it is my understanding that
none of the work which took place
recently on the electricity pylons in
this area has anything to do with HS2.
The cables simply need servicing.

Community projects
For further information
please contact Karen on
07790 081670
Email: info@karensabsolutepilates.co.uk
www.karensabsolutepilates.co.uk

T he P Cs ha ve a lso b een
considering what projects might be
worth putting forward for funding
under the Community and

Environment Fund (CEF) set up by the
Government for areas affected by the
construction of HS2.
It is by no means clear that The
Lee will get a look in on this, but
discussions are taking place in the
parish on three possible ideas:
•
investment in new facilities at the
playground in Oxford Street (see
September Newsletter)
•
a Lee Common School-based
project to improve the outdoor
play area
•
a way of delivering a facility to
house a village archive.
We will consult further, if and
when, clear projects emerge.

Picture caption
competition
Great alarm at the Fête

A

nother great prize from the
Shop awaits the best answer
out of the bag suggesting what
is being said here…

Cryptic-Lee
By Phil Harrison and Colin Sully
e have had no suggestions
at all as to the significance
of ‘Robert Snooks, the
highwayman’ or the ‘hangman’s
noose and sheep’ on Village Road
(Ballinger Road to most of us) – see
September Newsletter.
More Cryptic challenges next
month; meanwhile if you have any
plausible suggestions on these
unsolved mysteries, please send them
to theleenewsletter@googlemail.com.
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Bridge too far?
After 2♣ lead, the contract went
two down. The difficulty for declarer
was the very unbalanced hands.
North-South being vulnerable, they
lost 200 points.

Bonfire and
firework alert!
By Tony Lea
he annual Bonfire and
Fireworks in The Lee will be
held, as usual, on Sunday 5th
November commencing at 5:30 pm.
As before the venue will be the
paddock in Cherry Tree Lane, by
kind permission of Tricia and
Barnaby Usborne.
Entry will be £6 per adult and £4
per child and a family of 2-plus-2 at
£15. We will have hot dogs and
drinks available.
We would very much appreciate
help in preparing the field on Saturday
4 th November at 10:30 am.

T
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Latest news
from the Shop
By Symeon Economou
016 was such a good year it will
be quite a challenge to beat it
this year, but we’re giving it a
run for its money.
Our greeting cards, ready meals and
wine selection are all doing extremely
well – if you have yet to try them
come and have a look.
You will know we have been
trying to find a solution to having a
consistent supply of fruit and veg. We
now have a new supplier which, whilst
still at the tweaking stage, has made a
good start. We are also trying to
strengthen our meat supply by offering
you the chance to order any meatrelated product by Thursday noon and
it will sourced from Kings in
Wendover and be ready for collection
on Friday morning – just phone the
Shop or email Sally at
knowlesys@hotmail.co.uk.
Flowers are also a big feature of
the Shop and I am pleased to report
that by the time this edition of the
Newsletter is out we will be back to
fortnightly deliveries of flowers
selected by our own Chris Field. If
you are new to the area, these are
superb quality flowers and plants at
extremely competitive prices.
We are planning one of our food
events for October, this time based
around Spanish foods, so please look
out for our posters and on the Forum.
Katie is also organising a massive
Christmas Food Market in the Parish
Hall for Saturday 11th November. Last

2

year’s event was a huge success and I
know Katie is looking to outdo herself
this year.
And finally, we are already
planning our Christmas order lists –
again, if you’re new, you can order
almost every foodie thing you need for
your Christmas celebrations, including
turkeys, meats etc. from Kings, fruit
and vegetables from Peterlea Farm,
bread, etc. from Darvells, dairy from
Martin, and lots more… but more on
this nearer the time.

Island of peace
By Reina Free
he sky is grey and subdued
pale white. There is a strong
wind blowing and rain is
splashing against the large window of
our sun room which we call the ‘Island
of Peace’, which it always is no matter
the weather.
Already in early September, the
leaves on the trees are changing colour
and even dropping. In the large field
along King’s Lane at King’s Ash, the
barley still needs to be harvested and,
for reasons unknown, there are
clusters of thistles among the barley. A
farmer’s life is hard with many
unexpected problems.
I am watching the red kites;
beautiful birds gliding and flying low
searching for mice in spite of the
weather. The clouds are slowly
breaking up and here and there are
small patches of blue which I call
‘heavenly windows’ next to small
openings of sunlight.
And so it is for life in general.
Among the gloom and bewilderment
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there are always patches of love,
laughter and joy, the secret being, as
my father used to say, “…as long as
you see it.” So it is with kindness and
love and gentleness. Experience it and
share it around. It can make all the
difference and it is not difficult at all.

even now regularly works parttime at the brickworks.
This year's holder of the Elsie
Matthews Cup is Rachel Rolfe.

The Elsie
Matthews Cup
By Adam Speller and John Horsman
here are currently 29 Flower
Show cups that come in all
sorts of different shapes and
sizes. Here’s the story of the award for
floral art.
In 1923, Henry George Matthews
founded HG Matthews Brickworks in
Bellingdon. It continues under the
management of his grandson, Jim
Matthews, and is now the only
remaining brickworks in the area.
Henry’s wife, Elsie, loved
attending The Lee Flower Show and
in the early 1960s decided to
contribute a cup for floral art known
as ‘The Elsie Matthews Cup’. At the
time, their daughter Sally Reynolds
lived at Ladygrove, The Lee and
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Mike Lake
Friendly & Local

Painter & Decorator
For that professional touch
Interior & Exterior
Also Property Maintenance
For a free quotation please call:
01494 866873 / 07723 017005
mikelake42@talktalk.net

Mervyn’s
Carpet & Upholstery
Cleaning Services
Independent carpet cleaning
specialist with over 30 years
experience.
CARPETS. UPHOLSTERY.
RUGS. HARD FLOOR.
CARPET PROTECTION.
FULLY INSURED.
Friendly and reliable service.
Most work by recommendation.
Environmentally friendly
cleaning materials.
For a no obligation quote ’phone
01525 371724 or 07975 847027
Email: mersu@btinternet.com
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The fastest way to let everyone in the
Parish know about an event you are
arranging is to publish it right here in
the Newsletter. Contact the editor by
the 12th of the previous month (see
contact details on page 1).

October
Thursday 5th. The Lee Walking
Group. Meet on The Lee Green at
9:30 am.
Saturday 7th. Coffee Morning at Lee
Common Methodist Church.
Tuesday 10th. Ballinger Evening WI.
‘A Korean Wedding’ with Sandra
Hurst at 8:00 pm.
Saturday 14th. The Lee Old Church
Quiz. See page 27.
Thursday 26th. The Arts Society
Ballinger. Sir John Soane. Ballinger
Hall at 8:00 pm. Guests £8.

Coming soon
Thursday 2nd November. The Lee
Walking Group. Meet on The Lee
Green at 9:30 am.

THE LEEWAY – YOUR
VILLAGE SUPPORT TEAM
If you have difficulty getting to your
doctor or the hospital, doing your
shopping or would like a home visit and
a friendly chat, then please ring:

01494 837177
Mon - Fri: 10 am - 4 pm. Sat: 10 am 12 noon. Please give us reasonable notice
of your requirement to help us organise it.

Saturday 4 th November. Coffee
Morning at Lee Common Methodist
Church.
Sunday 5th November. Bonfire night.
See page 23.
Saturday 11th November. Christmas
Food and Gift market at The Shop.
See page 24.
Tuesday 14th November. The Lee
Parish Council Meeting at the Parish
Hall 7:30 pm.
Tuesday 14th November. Ballinger
Evening WI. ‘Straitjackets, Corsets
and Cribs’ with Colin Oakes at 8:00 pm.
Saturday 18th November. Ballinger
Hall Christmas Fair. From 10:00 am
to 1:00 pm. Shop early for the festive
season. Lots of stalls and a raffle.
Saturday 18th November. Roving
Supper. See article below.
Sunday 26th November. Vocal Lees. At
The Old Church – time and tickets to
be confirmed next month. See page 27.
Newsletter
Friday 1st December.
Annual Dinner. See page 17.

We’ll go some
more a-roving!
By Pat Lea
he Roving Supper will be held
on Saturday 18th November at
7:30 pm in the Parish Hall. The
cost will be £22.50 per head including
all food and drinks.
Cheques should to be made out to
The Lee Parish Hall and please send to
Pat Lea at St Francis, Oxford Street,
837237. We need hosts for the main
course with the recipe provided. We
also need people to help with canapés,
desserts and raffle prizes.
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A brain-tease?

The Newsletter

From The Lee Old Church Trust
Committee

he Lee Newsletter is published 10
times a year and distributed free to
all households in the parish… and
a little beyond. The views expressed in it
are not necessarily those of the Editor.
We welcome original letters and
articles of general interest and relevance
to The Lee. Copy should be sent to
theleenewsletter@googlemail.com or, if
on paper, to the Editor of the month (see
page 1) by the 12th of each month.
Letters should ideally run to no more
than 200 words and articles to no more
than 700 words; material may be edited
and may appear on the village website
www.thelee.org.uk unless consent is
specifically withheld. Anonymous
contributions are not accepted.
To advertise or place an insert, please
contact Paul Apicella on 837377 by the
th
12 of the previous month.
If you have photographs for
publication please contact Jonathan
B a t t e n o n 8 3 7 4 5 0 o r e ma i l
battenjonathan@hotmail.com.
For queries regarding distribution
contact Barnaby Usborne on 837382.
Other members of the Editorial team:
Peter Archer, Richard Dickinson,
Phil Harrison, Jen Ogley, Viv Robins,
Adam Speller and Colin Sully.
Printed by Strongs: 01442 878592.
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aturday 14th October sees the
return of The Lee Old Church
Trust’s bi-annual quiz at
Ballinger Hall. Tickets are just £15
each and include nibbles, a two-course
supper and a cash bar. For tickets/
tables or more information call Pam
Garner on 837501 or Jilly CarltonSmith on 837205.

Vocal Lees
attack Vivaldi
By Jeannette Batten
ome and hear Vocal Lees
perform Vivaldi’s ‘Gloria’ – a
joyful and energetic work
which has been a favourite for choirs
and audiences for generations.
Vivaldi was tutor at a girls’
orphanage in Venice, so Vocal Lees
performance will capture what a
Venetian audience would have heard at
the time.
Sunday 26th November at The Old
Church – time and tickets to be
confirmed next month.
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To book the Parish Hall
or Scout Hut
’phone Anne Barnett on 837796
9 am - 1 pm
6 pm 2 pm - 6 pm
midnight
Mon - Fri
£30 or £10/hr £45 or £10/hr
Sat/Sun
£12/hr
£70
Bank Holiday £12/hr
£70
Car park only
£10
Crockery/cutlery £15 (hire outside the hall)

Rates

