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From the Editor 
By Phil Harrison 

W 
e live in a beautiful part of 
the country and one way to 
enjoy it is to walk, whether 

that is through fields and woods or 
along the lanes. You see nature close 
up, views and sights that are pure 
pleasure and you meet all sorts of 
people who will often stop to chat. 

One thing that you don’t see is a 
pavement. Our lanes came about 
through being paths and routes, used 
down the years, created by drovers, 
farmers and villagers. They are 
winding, narrow and, these days, full 
of potholes and damaged edges. They 
are used by a huge variety of people 
and machines. Cyclists, horse riders, 
walkers, Duke of Edinburgh trekkers, 
runners, ramblers, mothers with 
prams, children on bikes, large lorries 
and buses, courier vans, tractors, huge 
farm machines, motorbikes, oh yes, 
and cars, all use the lanes. 

This requires two critical things:- 
care and consideration. 

Recently inconsiderate drivers, who 
think the road is for their sole use, have 
nearly mowed down my wife and me as 
we walk along the lanes. They expect 
you, the walker, to leap in the hedge or 
at the very least not cause them to slow 
down. The most worrying aspect is the 
aggression and gesticulation that 
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 accompanies such driving. How we 
have not been ‘clipped’ by wing mirrors 
is astonishing. Cars have not left 
enough space between themselves and 
the walker; they have failed to slow 
down and in some cases, even 
accelerated. As walkers, we walk on the 
side of the road towards the oncoming 
traffic. One day there will be an awful 
accident involving a vehicle driven by a 
selfish and stupid person and one of the 
other road users.  

Only a couple of weeks ago there 
was very nearly a serious accident in 
the dip between The Lee and Lee 
Common between a car and a horse. 
More care, more consideration and 
more awareness of the variety and 
increasing numbers of users of the 
lanes are needed. They are not there 
for the benefit of car drivers alone. 

Enjoy the variety this month’s 
Newsletter contains, including a very 
useful section on the Forum for you to 
cut out and keep. The penultimate 
edition of History First Hand has a 
fascinating insight into the 1960s pop 
scene. Finally don’t forget the Bonfire 
and Fireworks on 5th November at  
5:30 pm at the end of Cherry Tree Lane. 

If you have any articles, letters, 
comments or pictures for the December 
issue of the Newsletter please email the 
next editor, Viv Robins, at 
thenewsletter@googlemail.com or pop 
a hard copy into Crocketts, Crocketts 
Lane, Lee Common by 12th November. 
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Your letters 
To the Editor 

Majestic woods no more 
At a time of real threat of the 

des t ruc t ion  of  our  beaut i fu l 

countryside from HS2 I took solace 

that our wonderful local woods would 

be forever a haven of peace and 

tranquillity. 

I know that I’m not alone in 

feeling a huge sense of loss over the 

last few weeks as 30 plus of the most 

majestic and beautiful beech trees 

were brutally felled in the woods 

below Lee Common. 

I do understand that woodland 

management needs to be undertaken 

for long-term health of the woodlands 

that surround us.  
Or does it? The loss of so many 

beautiful trees – walking through the 
woods in summer is like being under a 
giant parasol is akin to trips I have 
made to the Amazon rainforest. In 
autumn and winter the tall sentries have 

stood guard protecting us, safe in the 
knowledge that spring would bring 
fresh new lime-green foliage. At all 
times, utterly beautiful and calming 
when set against the madness of our 
modern day lives. 

The woods have a way of managing 

themselves – trees that are old and 

diseased topple in gales and storms – 

creating space for young trees to take 

their place. Yes, man probably planted 

the beech trees – however there is no 

reason, that I can see, to not let nature 

take its natural course. If the 

dismembered trees are being taken for 

their commercial value as a by-product 

of ‘woodland management’ then I 

would think that the local community 

might well have happily dug deep into 

their pockets to keep them standing. 
It is too late now – a scandal that 

has happened in our midst – one we 
missed. I shall miss the beauty of the 
trees and the lovely paths. The carnage 
of dismembered branches and paths that 
are now churned up by heavy tractors, 
the rutted tracks there to remind us of 
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Cromar 

the devastation, destruction and 
demolition. At a time of reflection of 
the Great War – the parallels of death, 
loss and mud are not lost on me for one. 
John Pope 
Lee Common 
 
To the Editor 

Macmillan thanks 
Pippa Hart and I are overwhelmed 

by the support for the Macmillan 

Coffee Morning held on Friday 29th  

September from the residents and 

friends of The Lee.  

All over the UK millions of 

pounds will have been raised for the 

work carried out by this amazing 

charity... and we can be proud of our 

contribution too. Cards, cakes, 

preserves, a raffle, pottery sale and 

health advice all did their bit to 

contribute, as did Hayley Farrelly's 

amazing cake. 

The total to date stands at an 

astonishing £1,536.40. This does not 

include Gift Aid, so possibly another 

25% can be added as well. 

With many thanks to Pippa for 

opening up her home, and from future 

beneficiaries of your donations. 

Trish Swain 

Formerly of Swan Bottom 
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commemorate the men of The Lee who 
fell at Fromelles in July 1916. 

On a less sombre note, new 
friendships were forged and invitations 
remain open for visits from our friends 
to Fromelles next year. If anyone 
would like to make contact with the 
families there, in particular for visits 
next summer, please contact Liz or me 
for their details. The next organised 
visit from here is likely to be in 
November 2018, around the centenary 
of the Armistice. 

By John Ford 

F 
rom the middle of 
autumn the summer 
is already a fading 

memory. Nevertheless 
belated thanks to all those 
who entertained our 
friends from Fromelles in 
July, during their biannual 
visit to the Flower Show.  

A special appreciation 
to all our local hosts, 
namely Michael and Sarah 
Dubus, Simon and Ros 
Morris, Chris and Judith 
Syer, and Barnaby and 
Trish Usborne, for making our visitors 
so welcome. Specific thanks to Giles 
Robertson and family for supervising 
the cricket lesson and bowling machine, 
offering a rerun perhaps of the 1900 
Olympics, and Arabella Norton and 
family who helped organise the 
impromptu water polo. 

Particular thanks to Laura Doggett, 
Jonathan Batten, Pippa Hart and the 
Flower Show Committee for 
generously supporting their attendance 
at the Saturday evening bop. The band 
and their local supporting dancers are 
now internationally recognised. 
Eurovision no doubt beckons! 

It was a very varied, active and 
highly entertaining weekend. As ever 
the most poignant moment was perhaps 
on Sunday morning. Jean- Gabriel 
Masson, Maire of Fromelles complete 
with tricolour sash, conducted a short 
extempore service at the war memorial. 
A wreath of fresh flowers was also laid 
there. It is particularly moving for me 
that our French visitors never forget to 

Roving Supper 
By Tony Lea 

I 
f you have said you are coming 

but have not paid as yet, you may 

get missed off the list as we have 

over 100 signed up at present.  

Please let Pat Lea have cheques 

made out to The Lee Parish Hall or 

cash at £22.50 per head. You can 

telephone Pat on 837237. 

Les amis du Lee: Fromelles 2017 
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We are looking forward to meeting 

a lot of you on our dog walks and 

joining in all the local events. 

Our lane has been so welcoming, 

thank you so much (sorry for the 

yappy dogs!!)  

 

Final call for 
dinner! 
By the Newsletter Editorial Team 

T 
he invitations to this year’s 

Newsletter Dinner, which will 

take place on Friday 1st 

December, have all been sent out. 

If you haven’t already done so, 

please reply by 10th November, as 

numbers will be limited by the 

capacity of the parish hall. 

Meet and greet 
By the Editor 

W 
e are hoping, via these 

pages, to introduce new 

n e i g h b o u r s  t o  t h e 

community. We hope this will enable 

everyone to make them really 

welcome as they tell us a little bit 

about themselves. This month we 

have new neighbours who have come 

out from London, but one of whom is 

returning to Buckinghamshire. 

Flintstone Cottagers 
Hello everyone, my name is 

Becky, my partner is Dave, my 

children are Ed and Maddy aged 10 

(twins!), our dogs are Bella and 

Bindi (recently acquired Romanian 

rescue dogs) and our two cats are 

Yoda and Marnie!  

We have recently moved into 

lovely Flintstone Cottage in Cherry 

Tree Lane from Ealing in London. 

Dave is a self-employed sound 

engineer/ sound designer for theatre 

shows, concerts and TV including 

Glastonbury, and I am a musical 

theatre actress having done shows like 

Les Miserables, Cats and Rocky 

Horror Show!! I now have a year off 

work as I am commuting my two 

children into London to finish off their 

primary school. I sing in care homes to 

keep the vocal chords exercised! 

I am originally from Bucks and it 

has always been at the back of my 

mind to return… I never expected to 

be living in such an idyllic part or in 

such a beautiful cottage, we feel 

very lucky. It actually feels like we 

are on holiday! 
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Bridge too far? 
By Liz Ford et al 

T 
his unbalanced hand recently 

presented a challenge to both 

bid and to play. 

 

♠ A Q 3 

♥ J 10 7 5 3 2 

♦ A J 5 3 

♣ - 

♠ 10 9 7 5   ♠ K J 8 4 2  

♥ K Q 9    ♥ 8 4 

♦ -    ♦ K 9 

♣ K Q 10 8 7 3    ♣ A 9 6 5 

♠ 6 

♥ A 6 

♦ Q 10 8 7 6 4 2  

♣ J 4 2 
 

Dealer: North 

Vulnerability: None 
 

How would you see the bidding 

progressing and how do you see the 

hand being played? See page 29. 

Bridge Drive 
By Judy Hart 

T 
he Lee church is planning a 

bridge drive as a fundraising 

event to help pay towards the 

£40,000 annual running costs. This 

will take place on Wednesday 24th  

January from 2pm until 5pm at The 

Lee Parish Hall. So put the date in the 

diary, with your fellow bridge players, 

for a fun afternoon with delicious tea. 

£40 per table. 

More details in next month’s 

Newsletter or from Jane Neal 837264 

or Judy Hart 837328. 

Cryptic-Lee 
By Phil Harrison and Colin Sully  

I 
n 1991, Derry Worsfold drew a 
map of The Lee in which he 
included a number of cryptic 

images and clues to various local 
places and local history. 

The full map looks like this... 

Carol Addison explains the last two 
cryptic challenges in her father's map 
for those who may be interested. 

“Dad maintained that local legend 
suggested that the highwayman, Robert 
Snooks, rode down The Slipe pursued 
by the law after he robbed a 
stagecoach at Beaconsfield. Much later 
Snooks was hanged at Boxmoor so it 
might just be feasible. 

In the field shown below Grove 
Wood there used to be a gallows where 
men were hanged for sheep stealing. I 
believe it is called Gallows Field. Miss 
Lucy Bignall was a Lee Common 
schoolteacher for countless years and 
lived around The Lee Clump.  

She told my father that one day she 
decided to take a detour from her 
normal route whilst walking her dog. 
Having decided to walk across this 
field she was stopped by her dog as 
they came close to the area where the 
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a family-run pub can offer. 
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gallows presumably once stood. Her 
dog became extremely agitated and 
tore her skirt until they turned back. I 
wonder what the dog saw or felt.” 

The first challenge this month is in 
the Hunt’s Green area. There are 
leaded windows in one of the houses 

there with initials scratched on the 
p a n e s .  W h e n  a n d  i n  w h a t 
circumstances could this early graffiti 
have happened? 

The second challenge is appropriate 
as next year sees the centenary of the 
armistice. What or whom was Derry 
depicting near Field End with the First 

World War soldier, the poppies, 
bench and 1916? What poignant point 
is being made here? 

Send in your suggestions to 
theleenewsletter@googlemail.com 
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success. These vehicles would be 

preserved and run out, both as a 

pleasure to themselves and to those 

who saw and rode on them; thereby 

providing a valuable added dimension 

to a traditional museum setting. 

In the London Country area, 

owners of preserved buses still 

organise annual running days. One, 

based in the Amersham / Chesham 

area, took place on the 1st October. So 

far as was possible, a scene from the 

1970s was re-created using routes 

typical of the era, with locals travelling 

on them if they so wished. One of the 

routes so re-created was the 394 that 

‘On the 
Buses’ 
returns to 
The Lee 
Parish 
By John Horsman 

D 
uring the latter part of the 20th 

century, train and bus-

spotting was an interest and 

hobby that was much more prevalent 

than it is now. The digital age has 

brought about other pastimes that hold 

greater interest for most. 

For some, the interest was such 

that, on becoming adults, they would 

purchase a vehicle of a type that had 

created a lasting impression upon them 

in their youth. A group would often 

form to contribute the skills and funds 

required to make such a project a 
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once passed through Lee Common, 

The Lee and Swan Bottom and 

opposite is an extract of the timetable 

from 1969. It is interesting to note the 

pub names, some of which remain to 

this day, such as The Cock and Rabbit, 

and others that are sadly, no more. The 

current route 177/190 timetables are a 

mere a shadow of those halcyon days! 

 I have also included a couple of 

photographs from this year’s running 

day that may be of interest to you. 

Vivaldi Gloria 
By Jeannette Batten 

I 
n our most ambitious project yet 

Vocal Lees, conducted by Judith 

Sheridan, is singing Vivaldi’s 

joyful and energetic work with all 

female voices as his contemporaries 

would have heard.  

Accompanied  by  a  smal l 

instrumental ensemble, the well-loved 

work will be complimented by 

seasonal choral and instrumental 

music and help from soloists from 

Aylesbury High School. 

Do come and listen on Sunday 26th 

November at 4:00pm in The Old 

Church, The Lee. 

Tickets at £10 are available from 

the Shop and choir members or 

837450. Wine and nibbles will be 

served after the concert. 
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Led in festive harmony by David 

Ireson, Musical Director of St Albans 

Chamber Opera for the last 29 years, 

the Consort’s talented song-stars will 

treat us to another sparkling selection 

of seasonal songs, amusing readings 

and classic carols by candlelight. 

Afterwards, you’ll be able to relax 

and chat over a steaming glass of spicy 

Christmas Punch, and homemade 

mince pies. 

So get ready to celebrate the 

season of goodwill with us. Tickets are 

just £15 each, available in advance 

from Pam Garner on 837501 or Jilly 

Carleton-Smith on 837205 

From The Lee 
archives (2) 
Here is an article published in the first 
edition of the Newsletter in the current 
format - February 2002. 

Allotments at Lee Common: 
a brief history 
By John Chudley 

1855 Great Missenden Parish was 
given an enclosure of 3 acres and 2 
roods to provide an allotment for “the 
labouring poor” of the parish. 

1911 As a result of local 
government re-organisation the land 
was transferred from Great Missenden 
to The Lee. It provided 36 allotments 
at a rent of 2/6 (15p) a year. 

1920 The allotment agreement 
included the following conditions: 

“The tenant shall not plant in any 
one year more than half his allotment 
with corn and shall not use either a 
horse, mule or donkey for cultivating 
the allotment, and shall not allow any 
animal to graze thereon.” 

“The tenant shall not cultivate his 
allotment on the Lord’s Day.” 

1941 The ban on Sunday working 
was removed as a wartime concession, 
despite protests from established 
allotment holders claiming it was only 
newcomers who wanted the change. 

1954 Bucks Education Committee 
allocated one allotment for the 
disposal of waste from the school 
toilets, as this was no longer permitted 
in the school garden. Trenches and 
lime were to be used. 

A parishioner was allowed to use 
two dogs and a gun to keep down 
rabbits in the allotment hedges, 

Fayrfax is 
coming! 
From The Lee Old Church Committee 

T 
he countdown has started. The 

shops are full of twinkly lights, 

you’re craving mince pies and 

suddenly it’s the right kind of cold.  

Yes, it’s not long to wait now 

until Sunday 10th December, when 

the Fayrfax Consort will magically 

re-appear at The Lee Old Church 

with a whole goodie bag of festive 

choral treats. 
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The Dog House 

DOG GROOMING PARLOUR 

All dogs large and small 

Contact Lynda on 01494 867149 

lyn1st@aol.com 

City and Guilds qualified. 

Fully insured. 

provided he took “reasonable 
precautions”. 

Allotment rent increased to 5/- (25p) 

1956 28 allotments were in use. 

A local resident complained to the 

Parish Council about the noise from 

cockerels kept on one of the 

allotments. The Parish Council replied 

that it had no statutory power to 

intervene and that these were “noises 
of the countryside”. 

1957 Bucks Education Committee 

was refunded the allotment rent of 4/- 

as the school toilets now had running 

water and the allotment space was 

therefore no longer needed. 

1967 A children’s playground was 

created on part of the allotment site. 

1975 Many letters of complaint 

from tenants were sent to the Parish 

Council about stray dogs on the site. 

1976/77 A water supply was 

brought in. The rent was increased to 

£1.50 a year. 

1990 The adventure playground 

was designed and constructed by 

Parish Council chairman Andrew 

Stacey. 

1994 The Parish Council was 

registered as the owner of the 

allotment and playground site with 

“title absolute”. 

1999 The rent was set at £3 per 

year. A new agreement retained the 

obligation set out in the 1920 

agreement to “maintain the allotment 

in a proper state of cultivation, (with) 

no nuisance or annoyance to other 

tenants”. It also included a new 

provision that there were to be “no 

buildings or livestock on site without 

Parish Council consent.” The 

agreement also set out the Parish 

Council’s own responsibilities for 

mowing vacant plots, hedge cutting 

and providing the water supply. 

2000 The rent was £10 a year. 

Fifteen allotments are now in use. 

The story brought up to date 
2017 The rent is now £22 a year. 

Thirteen allotments are in use with 17 

tenants as some are divided into two. 

Complaints were received by the Parish 

Council about stray dogs on the site. 

If you are interested in growing 

your own fresh produce then there are 

plots available. Autumn is a great time 

to get started. Contact the Parish Clerk 

or Alison Weir (see Directory of Local 

Contacts on pages 30/31), order your 

seed catalogues and get planning! 

[If you have an interesting story, 

photo or article about village history, 

do let us know and we will be happy to 

share it with our readers: Ed.] 
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The Lee 
Cricket Club: 
end of season 
By Trish Swain 

I 
n line with recent tradition, the 2017 
season ended with the final ball to be 
struck by a cricketer being a golf 

ball. Saturday 23rd September saw The 
Lee CC Annual Golf Day at Chartridge 
GC, followed by the Presentation 
Evening back at the club. Dom Norton 
had prepared some amazing curries and 
Vice-President; Diana Morley attended 
as an honoured guest. 

The Team Captains and Chairman, 
Patrick Walsh, reflected on the events 
of the season and the awards were 
presented. This year the Committee 
decided to inaugurate new trophies to 
be awarded every year. 

The Neal Trophy, for the highest 
score in an innings, was presented to 
Jules Swain, whose unbeaten score of 
203 broke the record set by Alex 
Morgan only a few weeks before. 

Alex then received the Jon Swain 
Trophy for becoming the club’s 
overall leading run scorer. Mike 
Lapham presented Ed Boakes with the 
Lapham Trophy. This was awarded for 
being the club’s leading wicket taker. 
Ed also scooped the Fantasy 
Cricket League prize. 

The winning golf team comprised 
Alex Morgan, Harry Rice, George 
Perceval and Josh Porter. 

The final, and most poignant, award 
went to Sam H. He is the custodian of 
the Glanfield Fair Play Trophy for a 
year. He is a worthy recipient, 
displaying all attributes so admired by 
John Glanfield. 

We are looking forward to a Quiz in 
November and the AGM will be in the 
New Year.  

Indoor cricket nets commence at The 
Beacon School on 7th February 2018, 
Colts sessions (term time only) are 

Jules Swain (L) receives the Neal trophy 

Alex Morgan (L) receives the Jon Swain trophy 
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THE VERMINATOR 

WE WILL ALSO PROOF YOUR 

HOUSE/PREMISES TO STOP THEM 

COMING BACK 

Pest control services 

TIM SIMMONS IS  

WASPS 

GLIS-GLIS 

SQUIRREL 

RATS  

MICE 

MOLES 

ALL 

INSECTS 

FOXES 

RABBITS 

AND    

ANTS 

FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE 

LOW PRICES - HIGH QUALITY 

07734649305 

from 7 to 8:30 pm: the adults follow on 
between 8:30 to 10pm.  

New members welcome! If you 
require any more information please 
contact Patrick Walsh by email 
patrick_a_walsh@hotmail.co.uk 

Ed Boakes (R) receives the Lapham trophy 

Sam H with the Glanfield trophy 
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HOLIDAY HOME TO LET 
IN SPAIN 

GAUCIN - ANDALUCIA 

3 Bedroom property with pool 

in the hilltop white village of Gaucin. 

Stunning views of Mediterranean, 

Gibraltar and Moroccan Hills. 

Ring now for availability 

Tel. 01494 837602 
www.casa-mirador.com 

The Lee Old 
Church Quiz 
By Jon Swain 

T 
he biennial Old Church Quiz 

was held on Saturday 14th 

October at Ballinger Hall. 

HS2 update 
By Colin Sully, Chairman, The Lee 

Parish Council 

Meetings with HS2 

T 
he HS2 construction team held 

a public meeting at Wendover 

in early October and brought 

with them representatives of the 

‘Enabling Works’ and ‘Main Works’ 

contractors. To be honest, there wasn’t 

a huge amount that was new – the 

Main Works contractors have only 

recently started to put their team 

together; HS2 Ltd expects to have a 

better view of the detail of 

programming early in 2018. However, 

the following locally relevant points 

were made during the presentations / 

discussions: 

• The Park Hill scheme for ecological 

mitigation was ‘Schedule 17 

approved ‘ in October. 

• The Bury Farm application is 

delayed pending alternative site 

investigations. 

• Road changes to the A413 at Great 

Missenden (to enable access to the 

haul route) are now being planned 

as a part of the Enabling Works 

and are expected to begin spring 

2018. [There is a planned outage 

of the local National Grid lines in 

2019/20 to allow them to move 

some of the pylons and access 

needs to be ready for then.] 

• The construct ion of  work 

compounds and internal haul 

routes will start during the spring 

of 2018. 

• Route-wide signage will also start 

at that time.  

Tony Rigby and Glenys Groves 
(formerly of this Parish) did their best 
to bamboozle the locals with their 
fiendish questions, but Liz Ford’s 
table prevailed in a tight finish and 
scooped the honours.  

A huge thanks is due to all The 
Lee Old Church Committee for their 
hard work and delicious food.  

See you in 2019 for the next one. 
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SHORT-TERM 

RENTALS 
From £295 per week (all inclusive) 

 

Self-catering holiday  

or temporary accommodation  

at Lee Common 
 

Moving house?     

         Completion dates don’t coincide? 

         House sale falls through? 

         Builders outstaying their welcome? 
 

Expecting Visitors?      

         Need extra accommodation? 
 

Self-contained Period Property:  

sleeps four guests 
 

Tel: 01494 837798 

e-mail: lowerbassibones@yahoo.co.uk 

• A notice to the Main Contractors 

‘to proceed’ is expected to be 

issued in March 2019. 

• Over-bridges (e.g. Leather Lane, 

Bowood Lane, Rocky Lane) will 

be started summer 2019 onwards. 

• Other major earth works (portals, 

embankments, cuttings) are not 

expected to start until early 2020. 

The Lee Parish Council (together 

with Great Missenden and Wendover) 

has a joint meeting with HS2 Ltd and 

the contractors at the end of October. 

We will update with any further 

information in the December edition 

of the Newsletter.  

Changes in petitioning 
Many of you will recall the 

process you went through in 

petitioning Parliament during Phase 1 

of the HS2 Hybrid Bill. At the end of 

the Bill’s passage through Parliament 

all sides agreed that some changes 

were needed to the procedures for 

dealing with Hybrid Bills and in the 

petitioning of Select Committees. 

This review of procedures is 

nearing completion and changes are 

planned to be introduced for Phases 

2a and 2b. The proposed package of 

changes includes some that will be 

welcomed by all  peti t ioners, 

including the following: 

• allow the electronic submission 

of petitions;  

• abolish the requirement for 

petitions to include a signature; 

•   remove references to “praying”; 

• modernise the language e.g. by 

replacing references to “locus standi” 

with the concept of the right to have a 

petition considered; 

• abolish the concept of Roll B 

agent – so that petitioners can be 

represented by anyone they choose;  

• require an environmental 

statement to include a report on the 

reasonable alternatives to the works 

authorised by the bill; 

• give certain Members of 

Parliament the right to have their 

petitions considered. 

However, there is one change that 

might prove more contentious: 

• enable a Select Committee to 

group peti t ions and also,  in 

appropriate cases, to decide to 

consider petitions by way of written 

submission only.  

This final proposed change may 

significantly change the speed with 

which future HS2 Bills pass through 

Parliament. 
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KINGSHILL 
CARS FOR ALL OCCASIONS 

CHILTERNS 

AIRPORTS 

LONDON 

01494 868699 
Email: bookings@kingshillcars.co.uk 

Services for 
November 
St John the Baptist  
  5th 

8:00am  HC Revd G Howell 
Old Church 

    10:00am  AA Lee Common 
Methodist Church 

12th   
10:00am   Remembrance 

Service 
Archdeacon Guy 
Ellesmere 

19th  10:00am  Matins: Lay-led 
26th     No service  

HC Holy Communion (said) 
PC Parish Communion (sung) 
AA All-age service 
 

Contacts: 

Vicar: The Revd David Burgess 
(01494-837315). Licensed Lay 

 Minister: Mr Tony Eccleston (07777-
640386) Churchwardens: Roderick 
Neal (01494-837264) and Trevor 
Pearce (01494-837601). Verger: Bill 
Pearce (01494-785191). Treasurer: 
David Stephenson (01494-867617). 

 

Methodist Church  
  5th  10:00am  AA Joint service at 

Lee Common 

Methodist 

Church  

12th  10:00am  Remembrance 

Service at St John 

the Baptist 

19th 3:00pm HC Revd Nigel 

Wright 

24th  3:00pm  Jaqi Sheppard 

 

We continue with our Coffee 

Mornings on Saturday 4th November  

10:30 am to 12 noon. All welcome. 
 

St Mary’s, Ballinger 
November  
   5

th   9:30am  Morning Prayer 
followed by 
refreshments 

December  
  3rd  9:30am   Morning service  
24th  9:30am  Holy Communion 
 3:00pm  Christingle 
 

St Mary’s 
harvest festival 
By Maggi Cameron and Anne Ellis 

S 
t. Mary’s is in Blackthorne 

Lane, Ballinger. Alexander 

Watson of The Lee Manor 

originally built it in 1873 as a mission 
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Service with a personal touch 
Hand picked designer frames 

Contact Lens Specialist 
Retinal Scanning 
Family Friendly 

Feel free to walk in at any time 

(our late night opening is on 

Wednesdays) or contact us at: 

Chiltern Opticians Ltd. 

75 High Street Great Missenden 

Bucks HP16 0AL 

01494 868496 

info@chilternopticians.com 

www.chilternopticians.com 

room and it’s now known as the little 

church in the garden. 

Our service was on Sunday 8th  

October and it was fantastic with over 

twenty people squeezed into the pews. 

Tricia Neale led our worship and brought 

with her some consecrated bread and 

wine from St. Peter & St. Paul. 

The Church looked beautiful and 

was greatly enhanced with medlars 

from Anne Kenyon, quinces, grapes 

and vine leaves from Libby Kendrick 

and two giant gourds that were grown 

on one plant by Roger Fuggle.  
Anne Ellis and I would like to say 

a big thank you to everyone who 

joined us; we enjoyed coffee and 
cakes afterwards and then distributed 
the Harvest bread, which made for 
such a wonderful and happy 
morning. 
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Of course, as in previous years, 

customers will be able to order all of 

the Christmas food supplies from The 

Shop. We source everything from 

trusted local suppliers, including meat 

& poultry from Kings Farm, 

vegetables from Peterley Farm, dairy 

from Martin the Milkman and bread, 

etc., from Darvells and lots more. The 

lists will appear in the Shop from 

mid-November. 

The Shop 
@ The Lee 
By Symeon Economou 

I 
 have always felt mildly 

annoyed that Christmas 

appears in most stores 

from early September – it 

seems to shorten the year 

somehow. Yet, tiny as The 

Shop @ The Lee is, we have 

to place our Christmas orders 

with suppliers during August and by 

now we are full steam ahead for our 

various events. 

Katie is going well beyond the 

call of volunteering duty organising 

our November Christmas Food and 

Gift Market, not just with the 

sourcing, but also the logistics of it all 

and putting together the team of 

volunteers necessary to make it all 

happen on the day. We are now on 

first name terms with the UPS parcel 

deliveryman and stock is already 

filling corners of our homes and 

garages. Last year’s event was a 

massive success, so please come 

along to the Parish Hall on Saturday 

11th November from 8:00 am. 
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HOUSE TO LET FOR HOLIDAYS 
IN SOUTH OF FRANCE 

 

New 3 bedroom house on small château 
development with communal pool in 
quiet Languedoc village. Sleeps 6. 
5 minutes walk to shops, café, etc. 

Near Mediterranean beaches, 
mountains, lakes, caves, markets. 

 

For details and availability call 837596 
or email jasv0905@btinternet.com 

J Brown Funeral Services Ltd 
 
 
 

67 Woodside Road, Amersham, HP6 6AA 

01494 727474 (24hours) 
 

An independent family run business 

with over 20 years experience to 

ensure peace of mind. 
 

All denominations 
 

Civil and humanist services 
 

Private chapels of rest 
 

Pre-paid funeral plans 
 

Off street client parking and good 

disabled access 
 

Contact Jason Brown  

on 01494 727474  

jason@jbrownfuneralservices.co.uk 
 

or just pop in for a cup of tea 

This year Christmas Eve falls on a 

Sunday. Darvells (bread) do not 

intend to deliver on the Sunday so 

their last delivery will be on Saturday 

23rd. Kings Farm also plans to deliver 

the turkeys etc. on the Saturday, so, 

although the Shop will be open on 

Christmas Eve (07:00 – 12:00), we 

will have your orders ready for 

collection on Saturday morning. 

As I may have mentioned 

previously I am still astonished at the 

amount of work that goes in to 

running such a small enterprise as 

the Shop and nothing would happen 

without the amazing army of 

volunteers who, honestly, do most of 

the work. 

[The pictures above and opposite 

are from the recent highly successful 

Spanish-Greco event. Ed.] 

 
 

 

 

 

Dog Photography, Working Dogs, 
Game Shoots, Pets 
Action and Portrait 

________________________________________________ 

 

Chrissi Ratcliffe LRPS 

07719 731507 / 01494 837452 

chrissi_bell@hotmail.com    
www.chrissibellphotography.co.uk 
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History first 
hand No.14 

 “Always the drums - from 

Blues to Pop and beyond:” 

the story of an emerging 

music industry in the early 

1960s 
By Glyn Thomas 

B 
orn in 1939 I received no 

formal music education but, 

in 1955, at the age of sixteen, 

I attended my first concert, at the 

Leeds City Hall, starring Ted Heath 

and his band. 
However, with only an inexpensive 

ticket, my seat was located behind the 
band close to the drum section. I was 
completely blown away by the 
experience – the drummer was Ronnie 
Verrell and I was to meet him many 
years later at a recording session. He 
was to be my inspiration! So, with my 
newfound passion for the drums, my 
mother organised some lessons for me 
with a professional musician in Leeds. 

Later my family moved south to 

Ruislip, Middlesex, where I continued 

my education and developed my love 

for drumming and in particular 

Rhythm and Blues. 

The Railway Hotel at 

Harrow Wealdstone 

hosted an R & B 

Club every Sunday 

and that was where I 

made my first public 

appearance with 

“The Bo Street 

Runners”. We played 

R&B songs by Bo 

Diddley etc, hence 

the name of our 

band. Years later I 

was privileged to 

back Bo Diddley 

himself during his 

tour of the UK. 

Many big names 

launched their music 

careers at the 

Railway Hotel in 

Harrow – not least 

Elton John. To get 

started in the music 

industry one needed 

a hit that was often 
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Garden Design | Driveways  
Patios & Paving | Brickwork 

Fencing & Decking  
Turfing & Planting | Groundworks 

Concrete Works  
Footings & Underpinning 
Excavations & Roadways 

 
Tel: 01494 258632 

Mob: 07788 939395 
kingsashlandcapes@hotmail.com 

the result of being ‘spotted’ at venues 

like The Railway Hotel. We were paid 

a percentage of the takings on the door 

each night that we performed and then 

relied on the talent scouts to approach 

us with contracts for further work with 

the promise of greater riches to follow. 

Music and fashion 
The advent of television in the 

1950s had a massive and profound 

effect on the music industry in general 

but particularly on bands. It opened up 

new markets – a band had great visual 

impact and prompted extreme fashion 

changes, exaggerated and extrovert 

appearance and behaviour. As a 

consequence, our band’s manager 

marched us off to Carnaby Street in 

London to be kitted out in the latest 

fashion to ensure that we struck the 

right chord with our fans. Our 

manager, by the way, was the 

boyfriend of our fan club’s secretary, 

Jackie Black.  

Our first hit was “Bo Street 

Runner” and it was on the strength of 

this that we embarked on a tour of the 

UK to promote ourselves. We 

squeezed into a Ford Transit van and 

bundled all our equipment in the back. 

There were no motorways and much 

time was spent on the road. We were 

still essentially an R & B band at 

number two in the charts but we could 

not afford to be purists if we wanted to 

maintain our popularity. 

Building  a fan base 
 Entry into the charts was 

determined largely by two magazines 

of that time: ‘The New Musical 

Express’ and ‘Melody Maker’. They 

would contact selected retailers and 

request a survey of the most popular 

records on a weekly basis. Once entry 

into the charts was achieved we would 

be approached to play at gigs and 

clubs, to back headline artists on tour 

and generally boost our own record 

sales and build up a fan base. We were 

having to compete with big, 

established artists and bands of the era 

such as: The Beatles, The Rolling 

Stones, Merseybeats, Freddie and The 

Dreamers and Tom Jones. 

The making of pop music in the 

early 60s was a very different 

experience from today’s music 

industry; a hit record could remain in 

the charts for weeks at a time or even 

months. However, with the advent of 

the internet and social media, 

nowadays, music can be ‘homemade’, 

go global and become a massive 

international success overnight, albeit 

momentarily and short-lived.  
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Mike Lake 
Friendly & Local 

Painter & Decorator 
For that professional touch 

Interior & Exterior 

Also Property Maintenance 

For a free quotation please call:  

01494 866873 / 07723 017005 

mikelake42@talktalk.net 

which the band won first place. The 

consequence was a chance to be 

resident on the “Ready, Steady, Go!” 

series that was broadcast live from 

Thames Television’s studio on The 

Strand in London. Several bands and 

artists would be set up in the studio 

and wait their turn to perform in front 

of the camera. 

The influence of television 
Many of the performers mimed as 

there were no plugs or leads in sight 

and the drums had pads to silence 

them! Miming saved time and money: 

there were no mistakes to eliminate 

and no retakes required. The invited 

audience didn’t seem to mind that the 

artists were only miming, so long as 

they could hear the original track and 

be seen on the telly they were happy! 

Television music technology was 

in its infancy and sound reproduction 

was generally of poor quality so a 

musician had to endure the limited 

technology of the 60s. 

“Top of the Pops”, the BBC’s 

answer to Thames Television’s 

“Ready, Steady, Go”, was designed to 

reflect the pop charts of the day and 

represented a wider spectrum of 

music. The programme was performed 

live with a resident orchestra, off 

camera, which backed the performing 

artists when necessary rather than the 

backing group on the original record. 

Another cost cutting exercise. 

As a young drummer in the early 

60s, I experienced the emergence of a 

fledgling music industry which has 

changed beyond recognition into the 

high tech, digital industry that we see 

now: a witness to the music that is 

here today and gone tomorrow. 

The marketing of music has 

changed too from being promoted and 

played by pirate radio stations such as 

Radio Caroline and Radio Luxemburg. 

In the 60s the illegality of such 

broadcasting made listening all the 

more exciting to young listeners 

compared to the downloading, 

streaming and purchasing on the 

internet today. Music has moved on 

from tangible vinyl discs to the 

intangibles on the internet. 

 In the early days of commercial 

music making, there was no PRS 

(Performing Rights Society) to protect 

musicians from being financially 

exploited by having their music played 

publicly without payment and with no 

residual payments to follow. A 

musician’s primary source of income 

was through payment for live 

performances. However, since the 

introduction of PRS, broadcasting and 

the use of music has to be registered 

and the musicians receive their just 

dues for a period of up to fifty years 

from the original recording. 

Break-through 
It all started for The Bo Street 

Runners with “Ready, Steady, Win!”, 

a one-off competition within the 

“Ready, Steady, Go!” series and in 
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The end of the 
series... 
By Anthea Hartley 

T 
he December issue of the 

‘History First Hand’ series 

will see the project brought to 

an end.  

There have been fourteen stories 

submitted over the past eighteen 

months by local members of our 

community and which have included 

topics such as: sporting history, 

WWII experiences, a Nobel Prize 

winner, encounters with political 

leaders, the Royal Family, show 

business and the music industry to 

name but a few. I would like to thank 

all those who have kindly shared their 

experiences and who have been 

witnesses to events of historical 

significance and interest that would 

otherwise have gone unrecorded.  

To draw the series to its 

conclusion, and to finish on a seasonal 

note, perhaps the readers of The Lee 

Newsletter would like to send me brief 

anecdotes about their experiences of: 

“A Christmas Day with a 

Difference” spent in strange places or 

under unusual circumstances. 

It doesn’t necessarily have to 

have any historical significance. It 

can be amusing, interesting or 

bizarre. Tap your memory and see 

what you can come up with! Please e-

mail your stories to me by the 6th 

November: bassibones@yahoo.co.uk 

or deliver them to Lower Bassibones 

Farm at Lee Common. If you would 

like to discuss on the phone,  

telephone: 01494 837372.  

Pilates 
@HOME 

 

‘FLEXIBLE TO THE CORE’ 

 
 

1 to 1 Pilates… in the comfort and 
convenience of your own home 

 
 

Mat Pilates for all abilities 
Improves posture, flexibility,  
core strength, muscle tone  

and sports performance 
 

Individuals [or small groups of up to 4] 
 

Qualified Mat Pilates instructor for 
Beginner, Intermediate and  

Advanced Levels 
 
 

“In ten sessions you will feel the difference, 
in 20 you will see the difference and in 30 

you will have a whole new body” 
… Joseph Pilates 

 

 
If you are interested or require further 

information please contact: 
 

Karen on 07790 081670  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Email: info@karensabsolutepilates.co.uk 
www.karensabsolutepilates.co.uk 
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A battle to 
survive 
By Don Stone 

T 
his year a pair of wrens bred in 

an old wrens nest, built in a 

disused swallows nest (am I 

making sense). Initially we could see 

seven beaks at the entrance begging 

for food; after a while only five could 

be seen. As they grew larger and 

closer to fledging the chicks would 

stretch, leaning further out from the 

safety of the nest, clamouring for food 

and in their excitement three met an 

untimely end on the garage floor. 

On the 18th June at 8:30 pm I 

spotted the two remaining youngsters 

had fledged, having found the only 

section of close-boarded fencing in 

our garden, all of six feet in length, if 

they had gone any other direction 

they would have reached the safety of 

the hedge. The adults sat atop the 

fence, encouraging the young ones up 

with their continuous calling, the 

youngsters ‘chipping’ back; the adults 

flying up and down; up and down 

constantly trying in vain to show 

them the way, the youngsters flying 

up two feet; clinging on; dropping 

back down… Distressing to watch. 

This went on for an hour, until the 

youngsters eventually gave up, 

spending the night huddled together 

out in the open on top of a small pile 

of bricks. 

Surprisingly they’d survived the 

night, being still asleep in the same 

spot at 9:00 am, with the adults still in 

attendance; at 10:30 they could be 

heard ‘chipping’ from the safety of the 

adjoining hedge. 

After all the time and energy the 

adults spent raising the young, only 

two making it to the fledging stage, it 

could so easily have all been pointless. 

It just proves how detrimental solid 

garden boundaries are to the 

movement of wildlife… 

 

The Lee 
Parish Council 
News 
By Liz van Hullen, Parish Clerk 

Traffic Management in 

Oxford Street 

T 
he consultation document 

issued to residents of Oxford 

Street received a healthy 

response, and these coupled with the 

discussions held at the Parish Council 

meeting on 12th September, have left 

us with some workable suggestions. 

White line markings appear to be the 

most preferred route by all consulted 
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Great Missenden 

A warm, friendly sheltered house for 

the elderly in the picturesque centre of 

the village. 

Come and take a look and see for yourself 

and have a chat with Carol Lauder Ross. 

Tel: 01494 865026 or  

email for a brochure: 

info@abbeyfieldgreatmissenden.co.uk 

Find out more on our website: 

www.abbeyfield.com 

Abbeyfield is a charity and a 

not for profit organisation 

Culture 
Club 
By Trish Swain 

F 
riday 13th October saw the 

Swan Bottom Ladies and 

Friends Culture Club (SBLCC) 

set off bright and early for their annual 

trip, this time to London. Our coach 

made excellent time, and we had an 

hour or so to spend browsing the shops 

on Kensington High Street and 

sampling amazing cakes. 

We then divided into two groups 

for our tour of Leighton House 

Museum. Our guides were hugely 

charismatic and their enthusiasm 

brought the house and artists to life. 
Frederick, Lord Leighton in 1864, 

built Leighton House and it is 

(the school, residents and the county 

council), over and above other 

suggestions that included a school 

‘drop off point’ and increased use of 

the Village Hall car park. 

Whether the white lines take the 

format of parking space markings, or 

single white lines along stretches of 

Oxford Street to deter parking, 

remains to be decided. The Parish 

Council will reach a conclusion on 

exactly what will be fed back to Bucks 

County Council when it meets again 

on 14th November. Thereafter we will 

b e  l e d  b y  c o u n t y  c o u n c i l 

recommendations. 

Speed limits on Chesham 

Lane 
The current speed limits set along 

Chesham Lane was one of many 

topics discussed when Mark Averill, 

Head of Highways, Transport for 

Bucks, attended the last Parish 

Council meeting. Following the 

meeting Mark reported back that the 

40mph limit was introduced to some 

sections of Chesham Road back in 

October 2005. 

Following a public consultation in 

2008, the section through King Ash 

was reduced to a 30mph. Local 

feedback is that many stretches of the 

road are unsuitable for the speeds 

often used, and the size of vehicle 

often negotiating the road.  

At this stage we would welcome 

comment from residents of The Lee to 

understand if there is a need for a new 

consultation. Please contact the Clerk 

in the first instance. 

You can contact me at 

theleeparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk or 

on 758800 
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MARTIN THE MILKMAN 

Refrigerated delivery of fresh 

milk, dairy produce, bread, 

eggs, fruit juices and more. 

To place an order call 

01442 833944 

PHONES MANNED 4 PM – 6 PM 
ANSWERPHONE AT OTHER TIMES 

sometimes known as “Marbleous 
Tadema”. 

Alma Tadema was very successful 
in his lifetime and he enjoyed moving 
in an artistic and musical milieu. On his 
death however, Alma Tadema 
immediately fell out of favour, the 
value of his paintings plummeted, with 
some being valued only for their 
frames. 

Even if you’ve never heard of him, 
Alma Tadema’s  inf luence is 
everywhere in the cinema, from the 
early silent movies to Cecil B Demille, 
and latterly, Ridley Scott in ‘Gladiator’. 
The sets and costumes in these films 
are lifted straight from his paintings. 

If you want to add your name to the 
mailing list for next year’s visit, please 
forward your email address or contact 
details to swaino@talk21.com 

Finally, on behalf of everyone on 
the trip I would like to say many thanks 
to Frankie Little for all her efforts in 
making the visit such a success. 

described as “a private palace of art, 
where east meets west”. He was a pre-
eminent Victorian artist, with Queen 
Victoria buying his first painting . 

Leighton’s home was purpose built 
to display the sumptuous artefacts 
collected on his travels, the Arab Hall, 
in particular, is spectacular. Aesthetics 
mat te red  more  to  h im than 
practicalities, though his cavernous 
studio combined both attributes. 

Serendipitously, our visit coincided 
with the first major exhibition of his 
contemporary, Sir Lawrence Alma 
Tadema, in over 100 years. 

Like Leighton, Alma Tadema had 
his homes purpose built and the 
exhibition title “At Home in Antiquity” 
exemplified how his interest in life in 
Ancient Rome became intertwined 
with how he lived. 

An influential artist 
Alma Tadema was born in 

Netherlands in 1836 and moved to 
England in 1870. The classical Dutch 
i n f l u e n c e  o n  h i s  p a i n t i n g 
was superseded by classical subjects, 
which were meticulously researched 
and executed in brightly l i t 
Mediterranean settings. He had been 
much influenced by his travels in Italy 
in the 1860s. Such was his prowess 
when depicting marble, that he was 
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which case, take a look in your SPAM 
box before contacting us. Please also 
note that ‘approval’ is not automatic 
and may take up to 24 hours, 
exceptionally longer. 

Take care with registering your 
email address and password; our 
server is case sensitive – so it doesn’t 
recognise ‘Colinrsully…’ as the same 
person as ‘colinrsully…’  

If you are using your own 
computer, we strongly recommended 
that you tick the box to stay logged in, 
rather than logging in every time. 

2) Preferences 
After approval, you can change 

your registrat ion detai ls  and 
preferences whenever you want. 

In your preferences, you can opt to 
receive emails when a new topic is 
added… or not.  

Getting the best 
from the Forum 
By Colin Sully 

T 
he Lee Forum now has over 
700 registered members, which 
includes a high proportion of 

the adult population of The Lee, a 
goodly number in Ballinger and South 
Heath and a smattering from farther 
afield. About two-thirds of all 
members have asked to be sent an 
email each time a new topic is posted 
to the Forum, whilst the rest have 
chosen instead to access the Forum on 
an ‘as-and-when’ basis. 

In the last 12 months there have 
been over 400 new topics posted. The 
first posting on each new topic has 
been sent out to all those who have so 
elected – in total over 200,000 emails. 
[Subsequent postings on a topic are 
only emailed to those who express an 
interest in that topic – see below.  

All postings of course appear on 
the Forum itself.]  

Given that our server can only 
send out a fixed and limited number of 
emails each minute, you can see from 
the above that on busy days it may 
take many hours for all members to 
receive all messages. 

On the basis of members’ 
experiences with the Forum, here are 
some tips and other explanations that 
might help users: 

1) Registering  
When you first register, you will 

be sent an email asking you to confirm 
the email address you have given (in 
order to stop ‘trawling robots’). If you 
don’t reply to this email, then your 
registration will not be completed. In 

CUT HERE 

Pippa Hart 
Photography 

Natural & Informal 
Black &White 

Portraits 

01494 837340 
www.pippahart.com 
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Note that, in practice, few people 
have signed-up to receive emails 
posted to ‘old’ topics, so unless it is a 
recent topic, you are will often get a 
better response to your message by 
creating a new topic. 

Note also that the person who starts 
a topic does NOT get an email sent to 
them of their own message, but they 
are given the option to be sent all 
subsequent messages on that topic.  

Terms and Conditions  
Finally a few reminders from the 

small print (also available on the 
Forum’s introduction message): 

i) The Lee Forum is for the exchange 
of information amongst those who 
live in The Lee and surrounding 
villages. Possible uses are: 

• information about local events 
• requests for assistance or 

recommendations 
• small items for sale or wanted 
• sharing news or pictures 
• securi ty information (e.g. 

suspicious events) 
ii) The Forum should not be used for 
any advertising of a commercial 
nature. 
iii) We place cookies on your 
computer to remember who you are 
when you move from page to page 
and when you come back to the 
Forum. If you continue to use the 
Forum we will assume that you are 
happy with this. 
iv) The webmasters may at their sole 
discretion delete or amend any 
contribution to the Forum. 

 
Maybe it would be a good idea to 

cut this page out of the Newsletter and 
keep it somewhere safe… just in case! 

Meanwhile, we hope you continue 
to enjoy using The Lee Forum! 

You can also elect to receive emails 
when a new message is added to a 
topic, by ticking a box when you post a 
message to it or by clicking on an 
option on the right of the Forum screen. 

3) Replying to a topic 
If you want to reply to a posting, DO 

NOT hit the reply button on your email 
software, as this will NOT send a 
posting to the Forum. Instead click on 
the link towards the bottom of the email, 
where it says, “To view this message, 
click on the following link” or on the 
Forum itself, where it says “Click here 
to post a new message on this topic”. 

4) Starting a new topic 
 When you want to start a new 

topic, type the heading in the ‘Search 
for’ box. You will first see a list of 
existing topics, which may match your 
subject. Either post your message to 
one of these or start a new one. 
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Mervyn’s 
Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaning Services 

Independent carpet cleaning 
specialist with over 30 years 

experience. 

CARPETS. UPHOLSTERY. 
RUGS. HARD FLOOR. 

CARPET PROTECTION. 
FULLY INSURED. 

Friendly and reliable service. 
Most work by recommendation. 

Environmentally friendly  
cleaning materials. 

For a no obligation quote ’phone 
01525 371724 or 07975 847027 
Email: mersu@btinternet.com 

The things that 
make me happy 
By Reina Free 

T 
he things that made me happy last 
week were to see my friends and 
neighbours Peter and Kevin 

Bunce finally harvesting the barley in the 
very large field bordering Kings Lane 
and Rocky Lane. Due to the heavy 
rainfall it had to be delayed several 
times. A farmer’s life very much relies 
upon the weather. 

As I watched the barley being cut 
down by a very large harvester, I saw 
many red kites, at least 10 or 15, swooping 
down enjoying what they could find on 
the field, a magnificent sight and where I 
live a ringside seat. 

This morning the kites have left. 
Where they have gone to I do not know: 
possibly to pastures new. But now the 
field is full of pigeons: such busy, nervy 
birds always hungry. 

The leaves on the trees are changing 
colour into pale yellow and orange; most 
beautiful especially when the sun shines 
on them. Some trees are already bare. The 
ferns along Kings Lane are now bending 
low in autumn melancholy. In the 
hedgerows there are a few late berries and 
along the verge a solitary cow parsley 

But things that do not make me 
happy are happening in the world. What 
is going on? 

The various wars and climate 
disasters: every day the list is endless, 
overwhelming. The politicians and world 
leaders talk and talk, conferences and 
more conferences yet unable to bring 
about radical changes for good.  

But God is still in control. It is an easy 
excuse to blame Him and ask why He 

doesn't intervene when we in our pride 
and arrogance think we are in control. God 
is most of the time ignored and then 
blamed. Respect for His presence is a 
start. Do we have to have even more 
problems before we realise how much we 
need Him and to rely less on ourselves.  

We fill our seas with empty water 
bottles and rubbish yet many in the world 
do not even have a cup of clean water and 
a slice of dry bread. 

Bridge too far? 
The unbalanced hands meant that both 
pairs could continue bidding: 

 N        E      S   W 

     1 ♥     1 ♠    2 ♦  4 ♠ 

     5 ♦     Pass     Pass  Pass    

West led the K♣, which was 

trumped, and South went on to make 5♦. 
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The fastest way to let everyone in the 

Parish know about an event you are 

arranging is to publish it right here in 

the Newsletter. Contact the editor by 

the 12th of the previous month (see 

contact details on page 1). 

November 
Thursday 2nd. The Lee Walking 

Group. Meet on The Lee Green at 

9:30 am. 

Saturday 4th. Coffee Morning at Lee 

Common Methodist Church. 

Sunday 5th. Bonfire night at 5:30 pm .   

Offers of help in preparing the field at 

10:00 am to Tony Lea 837237. 

Saturday 11th. Christmas Food and 

Gift market at The Shop. See page 18. 

Tuesday 14th. The Lee Parish 

Council Meeting at the Parish Hall 

7:30 pm.  

Tuesday 14th. Ballinger Evening WI.  

‘Straitjackets, Corsets and Cribs’ with 

Colin Oakes at 8:00 pm. 

Saturday 18 th. Ballinger Hall 

Christmas Fair. From 10:00 am to 

1:00 pm. Shop early for the festive 

season. Lots of stalls and a raffle. 

Saturday 18th. Roving Supper. See 

page 13. 

Sunday 26th. Vocal Lees. At The Old 

Church. See page 9. 

Thursday 30th. The Arts Society 

Ballinger. ‘Faber and Faber - 90 years 

of excellence in cover design. 

Ballinger Hall at 8:00pm. Guests £8. 

Coming soon 
Friday 1st December.  Newsletter 

Annual Dinner. See page 5. 

Saturday 2nd December. Coffee 

Morning at Lee Common Methodist 

Church. 

Thursday 7th December. The Lee 

Walking Group. Meet on The Lee 

Green at 9:30 am. 

Sunday 10th December. Fayrfax 

Consort at The Lee Old Church. See 

page 10. 

Tuesday 9th January. The Lee Parish 

Council Meeting at the Parish Hall 

7:30 pm.  

Wednesday 24th January. Bridge 

Drive at The Lee Parish Hall. See 

page 6. 

Directory of 
local contacts 
Ballinger Horticultural Society 

Chairperson: Brenda Gover 
info@ballingerhorti.co.uk 

Ballinger War Memorial Hall 

Bookings: Jane Ogden, 837379 
Ballinger WI 

Contact: Anne Ellis, 837247 
anne.ellis1004@gmail.com 

THE LEEWAY – YOUR 

VILLAGE SUPPORT TEAM 

If you have difficulty getting to your 

doctor or the hospital, doing your 

shopping or would like a home visit and 

a friendly chat, then please ring: 

 01494 837177 

Mon - Fri: 10 am - 4 pm. Sat: 10 am - 

12 noon. Please give us reasonable notice 

of your requirement to help us organise it. 
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Rates 9 am - 1 pm 
2 pm - 6 pm 

6 pm - 
midnight 

Mon - Fri £30 or £10/hr £45 or £10/hr 
Sat/Sun £12/hr £70 
Bank Holiday £12/hr £70 

The Newsletter 

T 
he Lee Newsletter is published 10 
times a year and distributed free to 
all households in the parish… and 

a little beyond. The views expressed in it 
are not necessarily those of the Editor. 

We welcome original letters and 
articles of general interest and relevance 
to The Lee. Copy should be sent to 
theleenewsletter@googlemail.com or, if 
on paper, to the Editor of the month (see 
page 1) by the 12th of each month. 

Letters should ideally run to no more 
than 200 words and articles to no more 
than 700 words; material may be edited 
and may appear on the village website 
www.thelee.org.uk unless consent is 
specifically withheld. Anonymous 
contributions are not accepted. 

To advertise or place an insert, please 
contact Paul Apicella on 837377 by the 
12th of the previous month. 

If you have photographs for 
publication please contact Jonathan 
Bat ten  on  837450 or  emai l 
battenjonathan@hotmail.com. 

For queries regarding distribution 
contact Barnaby Usborne on 837382. 

Other members of the Editorial team: 
Peter Archer, Richard Dickinson,  
Phil Harrison, Jen Ogley, Viv Robins, 
Adam Speller and Colin Sully. 

Printed by Strongs:  01442 878592. 

To book the Parish Hall 

or Scout Hut 
 

’phone Anne Barnett on 837796 
 

Car park only £10 
Crockery/cutlery £15 (hire outside the hall) 

Lee Common C of E School 

School office, 837267 
office@leecommon.bucks.sch.uk 

Lee Common Methodist Church 
Marian Tomkins, 837479 

Lee Common Scouts 

Scout Leader Thomas Brockett:  
837294 or brockett8@hotmail.com 

Leeside Nursery 

Melissa Reading, 837719 
www.leesidenurseryschool.co.uk 

Shop @ The Lee 

Symeon Economou, 837195 
theleeshop@yahoo.co.uk 

St John the Baptist Church 

See centre pages. 
St Mary’s Ballinger 

Contact: Anne Ellis, 837247 
anne.ellis1004@gmail.com 

The Art Society Ballinger 

Chairman, Peter Archer, 837933 
ballinger@theartssociety.org 

The Lee Cricket Club 

www.theleecc.org.uk 
Secretary, Mike Harris,  
07788 345555 

The Lee Flower Show 

Chairman, Jonathan Batten, 
837450 

The Lee Newsletter 

theleenewsletter@googlemail.com 
The Lee Old Church Trust 

Secretary: Pam Garner 837501 
The Lee Parish Council  

Clerk: Liz van Hullen, 758800 
theleeparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk 
www.thelee-pc.org.uk  

Allotments: Alison Weir, 837529 
The Lee Parish Hall Committee 

Bookings: Anne Barnett, 837796 
Chairman: Tony Lea, 837237 

The Leeway 

Contact, 837177 
Vocal Lees 

Jeanette Batten, 837450 


