THE

December 2017

LEE

For The Lee, Lee Common, Hunts Green, Kings Ash and Swan Bottom

From the Editor
By Viv Robins
an it really be nearly 16 years
since former denizens of this
parish Mike Senior and Andrew
Burnett called to inform me that I had
been volunteered to edit a new
publication building on the former
Church magazine? So was born The
Lee Newsletter which I went on to edit
for five years before becoming Clerk of
the Parish Council, at which point I
started sharing duties with my late great
friend John Fortgang. After that a slew
of new editors entered the fray and my
contribution has become steadily less of
recent years, to the point where I have
now decided to lay aside the wordprocessing equivalent of my quill pen.
Over the course of time I have seen
the Newsletter expand from a slender
volume where contributions often had
to be penned by the Newsletter team
themselves to a flourishing organ that
has run to 36 pages more than once and
made the reputation of such diverse
characters as Sod-Buster, the Rural
Dilettante and Star-Gazer, as well as
real-life names Chris Ruttle, Justin
Lewis, Trish Swain, Reina Free and
many more. David Burgess has
maintained the focus on Church
matters and Simon Morris and Colin
Sully have charted every step of the
sadly unstoppable juggernaut that is
HS2. In short the Newsletter has
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become required reading for all those
who love The Lee and want to know
what is happening here.
Talking of David I’m sure we
would all like to send him our very best
wishes following the extensive surgery
he underwent on his jaw last month. At
the time of writing I understand that he
is making progress but Rod Neal has
been putting out regular bulletins to all
those involved with the Church. If you
want to be included on the prayer rota
that is being drawn up for The Lee
you can email Jane Neal on
rodandjane.neal@googlemail.com .
Inside the Newsletter this month
Anthea Hartley’s excellent History
First-hand goes out on a high with no
fewer than four entries on the subject of
A Christmas Day with a Difference.
Meanwhile our Cryptic-Lee puzzle
continues to attract comment, though
not quite as much as the recent articles
in the Newsletter and Forum from John
Pope, controversially lamenting the
felling of some of our woodland trees.
See the letters page for more!
By tradition we do not publish in
January but the Editor for February is
Richard Dickinson, so please send
material to him by 12th January via
theleeneewsletter@googlemail.com or
in paper form to Field Cottage, St
Leonard’s.
It only remains for me to wish a
Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year to one and all!

2

3

Some clarity on
HS2 time-table
By Colin Sully, The Lee Parish Council
reat Missenden, The Lee and
Wendover Parish Councils
(PCs), together with the Chiltern,
Wendover and Chesham Societies,
recently held their first joint meeting with
HS2 Ltd and their contractors.
The PCs main objectives were:
(a) to seek greater clarification as
to the schedule of works in the area by
the Enabling Contractors (ECs) and the
Main Works Contractors (MWCs) and
(b) to follow-up on Undertakings
and Assurances (Us and As) issued by
HS2 Ltd and the DfT during the
Parliamentary petitioning process.

G

Schedule of works: 2018/19
As reported last month, the MWCs
have only just begun work on the
detailed design and the phasing of
construction; however some clarity
was provided at the meeting on the

immediate programme of works in the
local area.
• The design of road changes at the
A413 at Great Missenden (to
enable access to the haul route)
and associated design works is
expected to be completed in the
first quarter of 2018, with
construction work then starting in
the spring.
• The construction of new
ecological habitat sites at Bury
Farm (Potter Row) and Park Hill
(Potter Row) are scheduled for the
first half of 2018.
• The construction of work
compounds and internal haul
routes is scheduled to start spring
2018, as is the installation of
route-wide highways signage.
• A notice to the MWCs ‘to
proceed’ to construction is
expected in March 2019.
• The construction of the Small
Dean viaduct (across the A413
and the Chiltern Line) may be
brought forward so as to enable
the movement of spoil northwards

from the area directly along the
trace of the railway.
• Over-bridges (e.g. Leather Lane,
Bowood Lane, Rocky Lane) will
be started summer 2019 onwards.
• Other major earth works (portals,
embankments, cuttings) are not
expected to start until early 2020.
A fuller description of the current
schedule for local HS2 construction
work can be found on The Lee website
at www.thelee.org.uk/HS2schedule.
We will keep this up to date as we
receive further information.

Us and As
A great many Us and As were
given by HS2 Ltd and the DfT during
the Parliamentary Bill process. Some of
the more important local ones relate to:
• Gt Missenden Link Road and
local off-road parking
• Hunts Green Spoil Heap
• Sensitive junctions on the A413
• Design of structures in the AONB
• Hilltop lanes traffic surveys.
These were briefly reviewed at the
recent meeting; each one is being
progressed by HS2 Ltd with the
‘assurance-holder’. More detailed
updates will be provided at the next
joint meeting, planned for early
January 2018.

HS2 public meetings

View looking north above Jones Hill Wood along the line of the HS2 route

HS2 Ltd and their contractors are
planning to hold a series of public
meetings in the area in the early spring
of 2018 at which they will, amongst
other things, present more detail on the
haul road construction programme, the
design of the viaducts and the strategy
for the haulage of spoil out of the area.
We will try to arrange for one of
these meetings to be in The Lee and/or
in Ballinger.

Cromar
Carpets Ltd
CARPETS, VINYL AND
WOOD FLOORING
SUPPLIED AND FITTED

9-11 STATION APPROACH
GREAT MISSENDEN
01494 862125
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Your letters
To the Editor:
I read the piece about the woodlands
on The Lee Forum. Normally if I want
to read fiction I pick up a novel!
Mr Geoff Hopwood, who has
managed my woods for over 40 years,
is away so I am standing in for him.
Here is his note on Hawthorne Wood
dated 17th October:
“Hawthorne Wood: this is where
we are currently thinning and
removing 5,000 Hoppus feet. The total
woodland is 18.77 acres, which
equates to 266 Hoppus feet per acre,
which is way below a usual thinning.”
My late husband read Forestry as his
second subject at Oxford and he chose
Geoff Hopwood, a much-respected
experienced professional silviculturist
who loves trees and looks after The-Lee
woodlands very well. Sometimes he
employs men from Cornwall who
specialise in brashing, pruning, planting
and weeding the forestry compartments
– the correct name for woodlands,
which here are planted, pruned, tended
and nurtured over many years.
We battle with weather, disease
and pests galore and the woods just
about wash their faces – there's no
money in it.
We do it for the love of the trees
and are happy so to do without
uninformed advice from amateurs.
Any revenue from felled trees goes to
replacing the new crop.
As for HS2, my financial
contribution has been over six figures
as the route goes through three sites
here and it appears those in charge
have no regard for ancient woodlands.

You don’t slay trees, you fell them,
undertaken meticulously to allow
other trees to obtain space and to
flourish. It’s all done with extreme
choice and know-how.
When new planting a nurse crop is
sometimes added to afford the other
trees warmth and shelter and later
taken out so the important specimens
prosper and reach their new potential.
Nothing is haphazard. There is an
annual, two-year, five-year, 20-year
plan we adhere to.
As George Washington said:
“Woodman, spare that tree (but take
out the other three)”.
The Royal Forestry Society come
for visits and once after a picnic lunch
the top honcho stood up to thank us
and said: “These woodlands are not
well-managed, they are
MANICURED – brilliant
silviculture”… and everyone clapped.
Liz Stewart-Liberty
The Lee

To the Editor:
John Pope need not fret about the
felling of trees in our local woodland
(November edition). We have seen it
all on a greater scale, and it all comes
right in the end!
In September Stephen and I,
together with Jane and Rod Neal,
walked the West Highland Way, and
on the final day’s 16-mile slog into
Fort William we traversed a huge
expanse of forest. However, hundreds
of acres had been completely
harvested. Pine tree trunks were
stacked ready for removal, and as far
as the eye could see the landscape was
covered with a silver grey blanket of
disintegrating branches and stumps – a
bizarre sight. We chanced upon a
National Park maintenance team who
reassured us that the scale of felling
was standard practice, and that within
two seasons the extreme Highlands
weather would break down the debris
and the forest floor would regenerate,
as if nothing had happened. Then replanting would take place.
As you can imagine, the absence of
the trees opened up views of stunning
mountains and glens which decades of
walkers had not seen - they were
enveloped by pine forest gloom (and
midges) until they reached Ben Nevis!
Marilyn Burrows
Ballinger
To the Editor:
In the late 80s a high wind blew
through the woods locally and brought
down many trees. The result was that
for the following few years a beautiful
carpet of foxgloves, long dormant
because of the canopy, sprang into life.
New trees were planted and as they

Everything you’d wish a country
pub to be; great beer, cosy
inviting bar and a restaurant
serving great food. All with a
warm welcome and service only
a family-run pub can offer.
Wednesdays: Market Menu
Thursdays: Steak Night
Fridays: Fish & Fizz
Swan Lane, The Lee HP16 9NU
01494 837239
pub@theoldswanpub.co.uk
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grew the foxgloves disappeared. These
new trees, now nearly 30 years old,
will out-live us, but will provide a
canopy and be harvested when they
are mature.
We live in an area of beech woods
and on that timber the industry of High
Wycombe grew. ‘Bodgers’ used to be
in the woods, setting up camps to turn
the legs and spindles of the
‘Wycombe’ chairs. There is still a
need for timber, although no more
bodgers. You cannot make an omelette
without cracking eggs and you cannot
make beautiful furniture without
felling trees. New saplings will be
planted in their place.
The woods are not there for the
walkers: we are just lucky enough to
be allowed to use them. They are a
crop, just as the grass is a crop for hay
and animals for food – it is just a
longer cycle. I look forward to a few
years of foxgloves before the canopy
grows again, not for us to enjoy but for
future generations.
Pam Garner
The Lee
To the Editor:
John Pope is right, the woods are
everybody’s. The woodland freeholder
is a mere fleeting trustee unlikely to

see any results for his work. The fact
is, though, that had not such a trustee
80 or 90 years ago, probably my late
Daddy, carried out an operation
similar to that causing such outrage at
Hawthorne Wood today there would
be no magnificent trees to mourn, just
impenetrable Bucks scrub. Beech trees
just don’t live that long.
There is glory in witnessing the
regeneration of woodland which only
our grandchildren will see. And after all
there are many woods close by with
thousands of magnificent trees to enjoy.
The answer must be for the
freeholder in future to make an
announcement prior to starting such an
operation with an explanation of the
objectives and effects.
If we want wonderful woods we’ve
got to cut them down from time to
time. There’s no money in woods, just
the responsibilities and honour of
custodianship.
Richard Stewart-Liberty
The Lee
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Remembrance
Sunday

O

n a crisp bright morning more
than a hundred people
gathered at the War Memorial
on the Green for the traditional
wreath-laying and recitation of the
names of the Fallen of The Lee. The
ceremony
was
conducted
by
Archdeacon Guy Ellesmere, who also
officiated at the earlier service at St
John the Baptist.

A Christmas
Day with a
difference
Wartime solo still recalled
Great Missenden
A warm, friendly sheltered house for
the elderly in the picturesque centre of
the village.
Come and take a look and see for yourself
and have a chat with Carol Lauder Ross.
Tel: 01494 865026 or
email for a brochure:
info@abbeyfieldgreatmissenden.co.uk
Find out more on our website:
www.abbeyfield.com
Abbeyfield is a charity and a
not for profit organisation

By Leslie Robins
y most memorable
Christmas – I don’t say the
happiest, but the most
memorable – was in 1944.
I was in Italy, serving as Adjutant
of No 213 Squadron, RAF. Operations
had been stood down for the day and
there was an air of optimism abroad,
for we all knew that the War in Europe
was drawing to a close.
I spent the morning at the local
field hospital in Termoli, just to show
the half dozen or so of our men who
were confined there that they hadn’t
been forgotten. Later, in the evening,
there was an improvised concert in the

M

Airmen’s Mess. It’s surprising how
much talent you can find in a
Squadron of 220 men.
The concert over, I bethought
myself of the luckless Corporal and
two Airmen who were down on the
airstrip in the dark guarding our 12
Mustang aircraft. They had drawn lots
for this unpopular duty and lost. I
confiscated a bottle of wine and some
turkey sandwiches from the
cookhouse, found a driver to take me
down to the guard hut and told them
all to come inside.
One of the Airmen was called
Phillips, a Welshman well-known to
us all as the most garrulous man on the
Squadron, and when the eating and
drinking were done he suddenly said:
“We’ve got to have a concert of our
own, Sir, and I’ll begin it.”
There and then in the absolute
stillness of this tiny hut, by the light of
a flickering hurricane lamp and with
an audience of four, he sang a number
from an American musical: I’ll be
seeing you in all the old familiar
places. His was a Welsh tenor voice of
exemplary purity and although
unaccompanied he sang dead in tune.
It was quite wonderful, and if I listen
intently I can hear it to this day.
After that the Corporal gave us
Kipling’s Ballad of Gunga Din and I
recited a couple of poems that I could
just about remember. But all that was
an anti-climax – Leading Aircraftman
Phillips’s solo was the high point of
Christmas 1944.

Santa not the only visitor
By Diana Taylor
One Christmas Eve our children were
fast asleep in bed when we were
having a cosy evening in front of the

fire. Suddenly this altered itself and
became a chimney fire, followed by a
999 call and a huge fire engine.
Ladders scaled the roof as four firemen
got on top to extinguish the blaze.
They were a jovial bunch that stopped
later to chat for a while and get a
contribution for their Fireman’s Ball.
When it was over we wondered
how our children had remained asleep
and we went to check on them. They
were awake and desperately trying
not to see Santa Claus, even though
they said that they heard him, Rudolf
and all the other reindeer on the roof
and heard someone talking to us to
ask if our children had been good.
They knew that if they had peeked
and seen, then they might not be left
any presents.
We went downstairs before going
to bed ourselves and guess what?

Dog Photography, Working Dogs,
Game Shoots, Pets
Action and Portrait
________________________________________________

Chrissi Ratcliffe LRPS
07719 731507 / 01494 837452

chrissi_bell@hotmail.com
www.chrissibellphotography.co.uk
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Santa Claus must have been whilst we
were busy and not looking, because
the mince pie and sherry the children
had left for him were gone... and so
was Rudolf's carrot!

From one extreme to another
By Anthea Hartley
Christmas in Darwin in the Northern
Territory of Australia is not known as
‘the suicide month’ without good
reason - it is about as extreme as it
gets, with a bearable temperature of 32
degrees (C) but an unbearable 80 per
cent humidity.
In 1967 I was working for the
Government’s Forestry and Timber
Bureau and was about to experience
an unforgettable Christmas. Life in
Darwin was very basic in those days:
there was no air conditioning except
for a newly-installed machine in the
local branch of the ANZ Bank - it was
the talk of the town. There were only
four roads in town so no need for
traffic lights. Accommodation was
basic, mostly timber-framed
Government housing or hostels with
corrugated iron roofs. No refinements,
no frills and anyone with any sense
went South for Christmas.
So, for us, Christmas Eve was not
looking promising - until a friend who
worked in the ANZ Bank called to say
that he had got hold of the keys and was
throwing a Christmas party in the
luxury of the newly-installed air
conditioning. What a relief it was to
escape the humidity, if only for a few
hours. It was a great evening - there was
no furniture of course, but cooler boxes
full of beer doubled as seating and the
Greek take-away did brisk business.

Professor Molchanov

By contrast, many Christmases
later in 2002 I found myself in the
Antarctic aboard a small Russian
icebreaker, the Professor Molchanov,
along with 33 other passengers and
crew. Being summer in the Antarctic,
the sun shone for 24 hours a day --unlike our long, dark, winter evenings
at home. Despite the sunshine the
temperature struggled to climb above
freezing point.
On Christmas morning, after a
brisk hike ashore we returned to the
ship to be greeted with mugs of hot
chocolate heavily laced with rum and,
to our astonishment and delight, a
traditional Christmas lunch set out on
deck. We had collected blue ice,
hundreds of years old, from a nearby
glacier to put in our drinks with which
to celebrate our Christmas Day in the
Antarctic. Definitely a Christmas Day
with a difference!

A midnight rescue
By Lizzie Benwell
A fortnight before Christmas a few
years ago a cat belonging to great
friends in Ballinger went missing.
They looked everywhere...
On Christmas Eve three of us were
walking home from Midnight Service
and just as we said “Goodnight” to
each other we heard a faint mewing -

“Henry!!!” and there underneath a
garage door a frantic paw appeared. I
rushed across the road: “Wake up,
we’ve found Henry!”. They thought:
“Bloody drunks!”.
So there we were, three women
who were old enough to know better,
and a JP plus husband in their
jimjams, breaking and entering. Henry
was fine having been incarcerated for
two weeks (I assume mouse
population rather depleted). The
garage window didn’t look too good.
That was a very special Christmas.

Bridge too far?
By Rita Sully et al
his recent hand presented us
with a bidding challenge…
however the play of the hand
was more straightforward. Can you
see a better bidding outcome?

T

♠ K 10 7 4
♥J9832
♦Q
♣873

♠8632
♥K7
♦J2
♣KQ654
♠AQJ95
♥ Q 10 6
♦643
♣J2
♠♥A54
♦ A K 10 9 8 7 5
♣ A 10 9

Dealer: South
Vulnerability: None
N-S bid to 5♦ with S playing the
hand. After an opening lead of 3 ♥
from West, all 13 tricks were made.
Can you see a better bidding outcome?
See page 12 for our bidding.

KINGSHILL
CARS FOR ALL OCCASIONS

CHILTERNS
AIRPORTS
LONDON
01494 868699
Email: bookings@kingshillcars.co.uk

J Brown Funeral Services Ltd
67 Woodside Road, Amersham, HP6 6AA
01494 727474 (24hours)
An independent family run business
with over 20 years experience to
ensure peace of mind.
All denominations
Civil and humanist services
Private chapels of rest
Pre-paid funeral plans
Off street client parking and good
disabled access
Contact Jason Brown
on 01494 727474
jason@jbrownfuneralservices.co.uk
or just pop in for a cup of tea
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Korean leader
gets Bonfire
Night roasting
By Tony Lea
any thanks to all those
children and parents who
turned up on Bonfire
Night for the Parish Hall Fireworks.
It was without doubt the largest
attendance we have seen in recent
years. I guess we benefited from the
early start, dry weather and no
competition elsewhere. Many thanks
once again to Trevor Pearce for
constructing the bonfire and Steve
Humphreys for the firework display.
Apologies to those of you who
missed the start of the display.
The bonfire was completely overrun with guys! Giles Robertson and
family once again came up ‘Trumps’
and this year produced a life-size
Kim Jong-Un – and the Cubs swathed
the bottom of the bonfire with four
more traditional guys! Overall we
received many compliments for the
whole event. Thanks to the Hall
Committee for bringing the evening
together, and to the Scout leaders for

‘Tis the season
to be jolly

Mike Lake
Painter & Decorator
For that professional touch
Interior & Exterior
Also Property Maintenance
For a free quotation please call:
01494 866873 / 07723 017005
mikelake42@talktalk.net

@HOME

‘FLEXIBLE TO THE CORE’

M

Friendly & Local

Pilates

By Symeon Economou.

1 to 1 Pilates… in the comfort and
convenience of your own home

Eddie Robertson wheels Kim Jong-Un to his fate

their exceptional barbecuing skills
and also to the Parish Hall Grandees,
as we were called, for their hard work
on food and drinks – but we need
extra younger volunteers next year if
you want the mulled wine flowing
much faster!
Finally a huge vote of thanks to
Tricia and Barnaby Usborne for the
use of their paddock on the day their
daughter got married!

Bridge too far?
Our bidding went:
S
W
N
1♦
Pass
1♠
3♦
Pass 5 ♦
Pass
Pass

C

hristmas starts early at the
Shop. We have to place our
orders for the seasonal produce
in August so the year always seems
shorter somehow, but it is our
Christmas Food and Gift Fair which
really gets things going. This took
place in the Parish Hall on 11th
November and I’m pleased to report it
was a great success. The range on offer
was superb and we had over 100
transactions, ranging from 50p to £146.
The success was entirely due to the
amazing work put in by a cheerful
band of volunteers, too numerous to
mention individually – except that I
must commend Charles for running

Mat Pilates for all abilities
Improves posture, flexibility,
core strength, muscle tone
and sports performance
Individuals [or small groups of up to 4]
Qualified Mat Pilates instructor for
Beginner, Intermediate and
Advanced Levels
“In ten sessions you will feel the difference,
in 20 you will see the difference and in 30
you will have a whole new body”
… Joseph Pilates
If you are interested or require further
information please contact:

Karen on 07790 081670

E
Pass
Pass

Did you find a better bidding
sequence?

Email: info@karensabsolutepilates.co.uk
www.karensabsolutepilates.co.uk
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Christmas food shopping. This
includes free-range turkeys, meats,
etc, fruit and veg, dairy, bread and
cakes, flowers and some favourite
ethnic foods. Last Christmas we
fulfilled over 60 orders in our usual
festive way and we hope you will let
us do the same for you this year.
As Christmas Eve falls on a
Sunday this year both Darvells and
Kings have advised that their last
deliveries will be on Saturday 23rd
December. Consequently we plan to
have your orders ready for collection
on the Saturday as well, when we
will have mulled wine and mince
pies to help things along.
So pick up an order pack in the
Shop and we will look forward to
seeing you all on the eve of
Christmas Eve.
Wine-tasting for all palates!

the wine-tasting, Chris for her usual
unique array of flowers, plants and
craft gifts and most of all Katie, who
did most of the buying and organising
and put it all together with an air of
unruffled calm.
This year we will again be
offering to take care of most of your

MARTIN THE MILKMAN
Refrigerated delivery of fresh
milk, dairy produce, bread,
eggs, fruit juices and more.
To place an order call
01442 833944
PHONES MANNED 4 PM – 6 PM
ANSWERPHONE AT OTHER TIMES

From The Lee
archives (3)
Here is a fascinating article about the
breeding habits of the glis glis, first
published in The Lee Newsletter in
November 2006.

Why glis glis may be lying
low this year
By Giles Knowles
y sister-in-law, who lives
locally, has been trapping
glis glis one after the
other. Of course they are trapped
humanely and are driven to a beech
wood several miles away where they
are released. ‘Life’s a beech for the
Edible Dormouse’.

M

I’m sure that you all know this, but
the glis glis lives within a 15-mile
radius of Tring, where it escaped from
Lord Rothschild’s wildlife collection
in 1902. While other introduced
species such as mink, grey squirrels
and muntjac deer (we get plenty of
these as well!) spread like wildfire
across Britain, no-one could
understand why glis glis, over more
than a century, spread only four miles.
Now researchers in Italy studying
the edible dormouse – so-called
because the Romans used to eat it as a
delicacy – have found that it only
breeds occasionally. Unlike other
rodents which produce one litter in a
year, and often several, the edible
dormouse did so in only three of the
eight years in which they were studied.
They live for about nine years.
Like the Italian dormice, those that
live around Tring inhabit beech
woods, which provide the nuts the
young glis glis need to fatten up for
winter. The dormice then hibernate
for six months.
Andrea Pilastro and colleagues at
the University of Padua found that in
the three summers that the dormice
bred, the trees produced large
quantities of beech nuts. In the five

non-breeding years, the nuts were in
short supply.
Researchers believe that the
dormice can detect a specific chemical
in the beech flower buds, signalling a
good year for nuts. “If they detect that
the chemical is present, they breed. If
not they don’t,” Dr Pilastro said.
Pheromones rule O.K.!
I may be wrong, but the nut
situation doesn’t look too good this
year so maybe our electricity cables
and wires are good for another year.
But the local residents will invade and
there are plenty of the ‘wirescrunchers’ about! Keep your ears
alive, especially during the dark hours.
[If you have an interesting story,
photo or article about village history,
do let us know and we will be happy
to share it with our readers: Ed.]
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A prayer for
Christmas
By Peggy Sear
The Lee Parish
Secretary
reparing is
one of the
g r e a t
themes of Advent,
and looking and
listening are two
of
the
most
precious aspects we have been given as
our journey unfolds. Whether it’s
looking at the vivid stars in a sky so
dark it is ablaze, or listening to
raindrops dripping on the roof, the sight
and sounds from where I’m standing
are a true gift to me. They are a way of
receiving more of God as we become
entwined with creation, her times and
seasons, colour and decay, struggle and
all her joy. We can choose to rush or to
be still and allow all our senses to be
immersed into eternal treasure, held by
a pearl in every passing moment.
Pray that as you look and listen day
by day, drawing closer to Bethlehem
and preparing for the birth of Christ,
you may both see the sights and hear
the sounds of the outcasts, the
suffering, and the abused. If we’re not

P

HOLIDAY HOME TO LET
IN SPAIN
GAUCIN - ANDALUCIA
3 Bedroom property with pool
in the hilltop white village of Gaucin.
Stunning views of Mediterranean,
Gibraltar and Moroccan Hills.

Ring now for availability
Tel. 01494 837602
www.casa-mirador.com

listening, we can settle in the Inn of
Complacency and miss the cry of the
stable. The cry of life newborn and the
eternal, of Emmanuel, God with us,
and of Christmas, every moment of
every day.
Remember that word, Prepare, and
surround it with images of precious
things you have encountered.
Have a really lovely Christmas and
every blessing for 2018.

Contacts: Vicar: The Revd David
Burgess (01494-837315). Licensed Lay
Minister: Mr Tony Eccleston (07777640386). Churchwardens: Roderick
Neal (01494-837264) and Trevor
Pearce (01494-837601). Verger: Bill
Pearce (01494-785191). Treasurer:
David Stephenson (01494-867617).

Methodist Church
December

Services for
December and
January 2018

10 3:00pm HC
17th 3:00pm

St John the Baptist
December

25th
31st

3rd 8:00am HC

10:00am AA
10th 10:00am PC
17th 6:00pm
24th 3:30pm
th

25 10:00am PC
31st 10:00am

Revd G Howell
Old Church
Lay-led
Revd Peter Louis
Carol Service
Revd Ivor Cornish
Crib Service
Mrs Peggy Sear
Revd Peter Louis
Four Parish
Communion at
St Leonards

January 2018
7th 8:00am HC
10:00am
th

14 10:00am
21st 10:00am
28th 10:00am

Revd G Howell
Old Church
AA
Lee Common
Methodist Church
PC
Revd Ivor Cornish
Matins Lay-led
PC
Revd Ian Ogilvie

HC Holy Communion (said)
PC Parish Communion (sung)
AA All-age service

3rd 10:00am AA
th

24th 7:00pm

Joint at St John
the Baptist
Revd Nigel Wright
Carols: Prestwood
Methodist Church
Christmas Eve
Carols
No service
No service

January 2018
7th 10:00am AA

14th 3:00pm
21st 3:00pm

HC

28th 3:00pm

Joint at Lee
Common
Methodist Church
Revd Gregory
Hargrove
Annual Covenant
Service Revd
Nigel Wright
John Poston

Our Coffee Mornings continue on
Saturday 2nd December and 6th January
10:30 am to 12 noon. All welcome.

St Mary’s, Ballinger
December
3rd 9:30am
24th 3:00pm
9:30pm

January 2018

Advent Carols
Christingle
Holy Communion

7th 9:30am
Morning Prayer
26th 10:00 to 12:00am Coffee Morning

Service with a personal touch
Hand picked designer frames
Contact Lens Specialist
Retinal Scanning
Family Friendly
Feel free to walk in at any time
(our late night opening is on
Wednesdays) or contact us at:
Chiltern Opticians Ltd.
75 High Street Great Missenden
Bucks HP16 0AL
01494 868496
info@chilternopticians.com
www.chilternopticians.com

SHORT-TERM
RENTALS
From £295 per week (all inclusive)

Self-catering holiday
or temporary accommodation
at Lee Common
Moving house?
Completion dates don’t coincide?
House sale falls through?
Builders outstaying their welcome?

Expecting Visitors?
Need extra accommodation?
Self-contained Period Property:
sleeps four guests

Tel: 01494 837798
e-mail: lowerbassibones@yahoo.co.uk
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You too can donate a gate

Cryptic-Lee
By Phil Harrison and Colin Sully
n 1991 Derry Worsfold drew a
map of The Lee in which he
included a number of cryptic
images and clues to various local
places and local history.
The full map looks like this...

I

The latest kissing gate to be installed by the Chiltern Society,
near the junction of King’s Lane with Bowood Lane.

By Barnaby Usborne
onating a gate for a local
footpath or bridleway can be
a nice way to mark a special
event such as an anniversary or
birthday or in memory of a friend or
relative. The Chiltern Society in
association with Bucks County
Council runs a scheme for installing
donated gates and marking them with
an inscribed plaque. The cost to the
donor is £250. To find out more about
the scheme go to The Chiltern Society
website on ‘Chiltern Society – Donate
a Gate’, from which you can download
an application form.
If you can identify an existing stile
that you think could beneficially be
replaced by a pedestrian gate or

D

The inscription on the gate!

kissing gate and, if possible, make
contact with the landowner, this will
speed up the process. Otherwise the
Chiltern Society will try and match
donors and sites. If you would like
help or advice let me know.
But to whom – or what – is this
new gate dedicated? Suggestions to
the February edition of the Newsletter
please! Ed.

We had a mixed response to the
puzzles set in last month’s Newsletter.
As you will see in the next article, two
local residents have sent in
information about the First World War
soldier depicted near Field End. But
the challenge from the Hunt’s Green
area remains unsolved. There are
leaded windows in one of the Hunt’s
Green houses with initials scratched
on the panes. When and in what
circumstances could this early graffiti
have happened?

The new challenge for this month
(and the year-end) is from the area
near Dial Meadow which is between
The Lee green and Kings Lane. There
appears to be a tunnel entrance (or is it
an exit?) depicted. What would that be
for and where does it lead?
Send in your suggestions to
theleenewsletter@googlemail.com.

Mervyn’s
Carpet & Upholstery
Cleaning Services
Independent carpet cleaning
specialist with over 30 years
experience.
CARPETS. UPHOLSTERY.
RUGS. HARD FLOOR.
CARPET PROTECTION.
FULLY INSURED.
Friendly and reliable service.
Most work by recommendation.
Environmentally friendly
cleaning materials.
For a no obligation quote ’phone
01525 371724 or 07975 847027
Email: mersu@btinternet.com
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Sad story of
soldier’s last
farewell

I

The soldier now identified
By George Barnaby
Derry Worsfold’s graphic appears to
precisely represent a most poignant
event in local history and WW1.
The soldier and the date 1916
represent Private Arnold Morris,
game-keeper at the Manor, a special
village constable and Ivor StewartLiberty’s batman.

Notes from a
natural garden

By Reina Free
oming home from my walk
along Kings Lane I saw
something I had never ever
seen before. Huge flocks of wood
pigeons, hundreds of them, descended
on the field after the barley had been
harvested, feeding and feasting – but
yet in the midst of them, quite
amazingly, I spotted a larger white
bird. What he must have felt among
that huge crowd of pigeons I do not
know but probably quite
overwhelmed. But he seemed alright
which made me happy.
Quite extraordinarily the pigeons all
left as if one among them had given a
signal which swirled across the field.
The white bird also left but alone, to
where I don't know - maybe his family.
We can learn a lot from nature but
what do we really know? I think very
little. In God’s large family of all
people there are no odd ones out – all
are loved and accepted.
Our Father God in heaven is
concerned about each and every one of
us. That is why Jesus was born in
Bethlehem.

By Don Stone
anuary 1 st 2017 Redwings
feeding on berries throughout the
month; 12 th Two pairs of
bullfinches feasting on dried
blackberries; 18th Nine blackbirds on
the lawn, 36 golden plovers at Ashley
Green; 20th & 22nd Marsh tit on
feeders; 23rd Stonechat at Herbert’s
Hole; 30th First snowdrops poking
through the lawn (late this year).
February 1st 100 fieldfares at
Hunts Green; 9th Five dunnocks and
two pairs of bullfinches; 12th 10
blackbirds on the lawn; 18th Robin
collecting leaves and displaying near
bird box; 20th 13 degrees first
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Does his daughter still
haunt The Lee?
By Emma Kendrick-Jones
n relation to last month’s second
challenge, I wonder if Derry was
depicting the departure by foot of
the men from the Lee (and in
particular, a former resident of Field
End Grange who, I believe, may have
been the game-keeper to the Liberty
Estate) to Great Missenden station and
onward to war from the spot where the
bench now sits – so, for many of them,
their last journey from the Lee.
I was told a very sad story when I
first moved into Field End Grange,
which is that it is haunted by a child
looking for her family, and I often
wonder whether it was one of the
game-keeper’s two daughters who I
believe were separated after their
father was killed and their mother had
to move away. If so, she is a very
benign presence.

A stranger
among them

Arnold is seen waving goodbye to
his wife Emily as he leaves to join the
regiment before passage to France.
The date was 15th May 1916. Field
End Grange, then also referred to as
‘the game-keeper’s cottage’, is
included because it was the home of
Arnold, Emily and their three children.
Field End was also the place where
Arnold and Emily said their last
farewells.
Three poppies may have been
included to suggest Arnold’s death on
th
19 July 1916 at the Battle of
Fromelles, as well as the loss of 30
Lee men by the end of the War. The
poppies could also be associated with
Arnold and Emily’s descendants, who
visit Field End every November
around Remembrance Sunday to place
poppy crosses.
The bench which still remains was
positioned as a memorial by the
descendants. The full story depicted in
Derry Worsfold’s graphic is recounted
and portrayed in my in-work
documentary by local author and
historian Mike Senior and Richard
Ankersson, Arnold Morris’s grand-son.

J

Garden Design | Driveways
Patios & Paving | Brickwork
Fencing & Decking
Turfing & Planting | Groundworks
Concrete Works
Footings & Underpinning
Excavations & Roadways
Tel: 01494 258632
Mob: 07788 939395
kingsashlandcapes@hotmail.com
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Bullfinch

brimstone of the year on the wing;
25th Frogs in the pond, 60 redwings
overhead; 26th Marsh tit put in
another appearance, primrose, crocus
and daffodil now in flower; 27th First
time in ages the male sparrow hawk
has been at the pond, song thrush
singing daily.
March 3rd Moorhen feeding on
the lawn, lapwings in their breeding
field; 5th Six dunnocks, sixth meadow
pipit over; 7th Stock doves displaying
near box; 10th Moorhen again; 11th
Chiffchaff singing and frog spawn in
pond; 12th Mallards start visiting,
grape hyacinths in flower; 19th Tree
creeper; 23rd Two siskins on feeders;
25th Two brimstones and two commas
nectaring on the lawn; 26th Peacock
butterfly; 27th Frog spawn hatched.
HOUSE TO LET FOR HOLIDAYS
IN SOUTH OF FRANCE
New 3 bedroom house on small château
development with communal pool in
quiet Languedoc village. Sleeps 6.
5 minutes walk to shops, café, etc.
Near Mediterranean beaches,
mountains, lakes, caves, markets.
For details and availability call 837596
or email jasv0905@btinternet.com

April 2nd Blackbird gathering
worms, long-tailed tit with a beak full
of nesting material; 5 th Female
brambling on the lawn, first sighting
since 2010, also holly blue; 9th
Bluebells flowering; 12th Swallow
back at neighbouring stables; 17th
Female wheatear at Kings Ash; 16th
Bumper warbler day with willow
warbler, chiffchaff and blackcap all
singing in the garden; 22nd First
returning house martin back under
our eaves, they would go on to have
their most successful year with nine
broods from eight nests; 23 rd
Blackcaps begin nest-building in
laurel hedge, raising at least two
young; 27th Frost overnight.
May 1 st Kentish plover at
Pitstone, common spotted orchid in
front garden, which would fail to
flower; 9th Swallows inspecting the
garage throughout the day; 12th Grey
wagtails breed at The Lee; 13th
Spotted fly-catcher back in the garden
after spending the winter in Africa,
tawny owl roosting in the garden;14th
Cuckoo flowers in bloom; 16th 12
house martins above the house this

Comma butterfly

The Lee Parish
Council News
By Liz van Hullen, Parish Clerk

Parking in Oxford Street

F
House martins

evening, out of four bird boxes only
one contained eight blue tit chicks,
the others being predated or empty;
18th Two spotted fly-catchers seen
today, they would go on to build in
one of the nest boxes but failed to lay
any eggs; 22nd Swallow flew in
through the open back door, circled
the room, settled on the window sill,
left via the window once it was
opened; 23rd Birdsfoot trefoil and star
of Bethlehem in flower (thanks to
Carol for i.d. help); 25th Hobby makes
first of many visits to check on the
martins; 26 th Two broad-bodied
chasers visiting pond, it’s the only
Dragon Fly I can identify tho’ plenty
of other species of chasers/darters/
damsel flies visit; 31st Juvenile robins
and blackbirds around.
June 4th Finally connected with
the ‘local’ common cranes after three
years of trying; 14th First house
martin chicks to hatch can be heard in
their nests; 18th Wrens fledge; 21st
Hottest June day since 1976 -- 34
degrees here, Comma and Red
Admirals around.
(Don will cover the second half of
2017 in his report next February: Ed.)

ollowing the recent
consultation with Oxford Street
residents, Lee Common School
and parent representatives, the Parish
Council has submitted proposals to
Transport for Bucks (TfB) at Bucks
County Council (BCC) for their
consideration. These are centred
around, but not exclusive to, the
provision of single white lines painted
along relevant sections of Oxford
Street, in particular next to the bus
stop, the fire hydrant, on the bend and
TIM SIMMONS IS

THE VERMINATOR
Pest control services

ALL
INSECTS
FOXES
RABBITS
AND
ANTS

WASPS
GLIS-GLIS
SQUIRREL
RATS
MICE
MOLES

FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE
LOW PRICES - HIGH QUALITY

07734649305
WE WILL ALSO PROOF YOUR
HOUSE/PREMISES TO STOP THEM
COMING BACK
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at the junctions with Princes Lane
and Lee Clump Road, in order to
remind drivers of the Highway
Code’s restrictions.
Other ideas put to BCC for their
consideration include: similar whitelining at the Ballinger end of Oxford
Street and the provision of policing or
other people to monitor the situation.
We must stress that at this point in the
decision-making process the Parish
Council can only propose and
recommend: the final decision rests
with TfB/BCC.
Other suggestions put forward
during the consultation were
considered by the Parish Council,
among them increased parking space
at the Parish Hall, including use of
the tennis courts as a ‘collection area
for children’, a specified ‘drop-off’
area at the school and flashing school
lights. For many reasons these were
considered to be not practical to
implement and/or not cost-effective.
We expect TfB/BCC to act on the
recommendations early in 2018.
The Parish Council and the school
have also agreed to produce a joint
communication in the New Year for
residents, parents, staff and visitors
on parking in Oxford Street in the
vicinity of the school

BCC consultation on the
mobile library service
BCC is reviewing the future of
the mobile library service with the
intention of ultimately discontinuing
the service from May 2018.
A consultation for interested
parties can be found on the BCC

considered by the event organisers;
however they have a licence to ‘float’
until 9:00 pm only.
The Rotary Club have set Santa
up with a ‘tracking App’ so that on
the night you will be able to trace his
whereabouts along the route – details
of the link to this App will be posted
on The Lee Forum.
If you can’t wait that long and
would like a sneak preview the float
will be in Chesham town centre on
Saturdays and Wednesdays through
December.

The end of the road for the Mobile Library?

website or via the following link
www.tinyurl.com/bucksmobile and is
open until 31st December 2017.
The mobile library has been a
valuable resource to the community
for years and the community police
have in the past tied in with it for the
local police drop-in sessions. If
residents believe that it would be a
shame to see it go, please have a look
at the consultation.

Final auditors’ report
We have finally received
feedback from the Parish Council’s
external auditors (Mazars) on our
2016/17 accounts. Taking into
consideration a few administrative
points, the Annual Return for the
year is now signed off and available
to any member of the Parish who
would like to see a copy. Please
contact the Clerk or have a look at
The Lee Parish Council website at
www.thelee-pc.org.uk.

The Jubilee Well
The Parish Council is conscious
that in the coming year the Jubilee
Well in Oxford Street will be due for

Allotments

The Jubilee Well in Oxford Street

some TLC (or at least some
refurbishment and repair). Cllr Ruth
Fowler is working hard to flesh out
the exact work required and secure
some comparative quotations.
We hope to be in a position to
provide more of an update on this in
the New Year.

Santa Claus is coming!
The Rotary Club will be here in
The Lee parish, with their fabulous
Christmas float, Santa, Rudolf and
the gang on Wednesday 20 t h
December.
They are still finalising their exact
routes and timings, but we can expect
to see them at around 8:00 pm at Lee
Common and at The Lee green at
around 8:30 pm on that day.
We have asked that the float also
visits Swan Bottom and this will be

There are a couple of spare plots;
please contact the Clerk if you are
interested: phone 758800 or email
theleeparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk.
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Let’s
preserve
our landscapes
against HS2
By Tricia Birchley
County Cllr for Chiltern Ridges
he Chilterns AONB has seen a
glorious autumn and many of
us have enjoyed walking and
riding in our breath-taking countryside
during the fall.
The Transport Minister Paul
Maynard has written to the County
Council in his capacity as a member of
the Ministerial Round Table on the
Environment with information about
the HS2 Woodland Fund which was
launched on 9th November. He is
saying that up to seven million trees
and shrubs will be planted covering
900 hectares between London and the
West Midlands and we must take
advantage of this locally to preserve
our landscapes.

T

Calling local land-owners
In addition to this tree-planting
programme a second fund is available
to local land-owners to create new
native broadleaf woodlands and
enhance existing ancient woodlands,
managed by the Forestry Commission
on behalf of HS2.
An initial £1 million of grant
funding will be open to applications in
January 2018. Land-owners are being
encouraged to discuss potential
applications with the Forestry
Commission. Details are at

www.forestry.gov.uk/england-hs2.
You can apply up to 25 miles from the
Phase One scheme.

Pet of the month

What will Brexit mean?

T

As you would hope, the County
Council is working closely with Bucks
Business First, councillors and its
partners to assess the impact of Brexit
on local industries.
It has been matching up the
percentage of EU passport-holders in
the workforce to see what effect any
withdrawal of labour might have.
Accommodation, domestic staff and
restaurants rely most heavily in Bucks
on this workforce.
Chiltern makes a remarkable 29%
contribution to the county’s exports,
number one being Medicinal and
Pharmaceuticals which have a total
import/export value of £1.27 billion.

By Marilyn Burrows
his is Zorro, a young Irish
rescue collie adopted recently
by our family in Ballinger. His
story – of fate, hope and joy – has won
him a place in the Kennel Club breed
rescue calendar 2018: he will be their
June dog, photographed on a walk
near home.

Military matters
Wearing my Chairman’s hat in
the last month I have attended a
celebration of 100 Years of Women
in Military Service at the new
National Army Museum in Chelsea.
I was pleasantly surprised to meet
representatives of a Chesham
company which has delivered
leadership training for the Army
since 2009. At Stowe School we
saw Bucks Army volunteers and
Cadets receive their awards from
the Lord Lieutenant and by contrast
a tea party for three local couples
who were married in the same year
as Her Majesty The Queen and
Prince Philip.
Can I wish everyone a really super
Christmas and a happy and prosperous
New Year!

He was a special guest of the
Kennel Club at Discover Dogs in
October, and is invited to Crufts next
spring. His registered name is Zorro,
Legend of Valgrays, a tribute to
Valgrays Border Collie Rescue and its
founder Val Phillips, who brought him
back from near starvation and made
him the hero he is today.
(Daughter Rosie commented: “At
last, someone in the family has made
it big!”)

Bridge Drive
by Jane Neal
ome and enjoy a fun
afternoon of bridge to raise
funds for St John the Baptist
church. The Bridge Drive will take
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place at The Lee Parish Hall on
Wednesday 24th January 2018 at
1:45 pm for a 2:00 pm start.
Any standard of player will be
welcome as you will play with your
own ‘four’ at your own pace.
Please bring your own cards and
card table if you have them, but
don’t worry if not as we shall have
some tables and playing cards spare.
If you use bidding boxes then please
bring them too.
A full afternoon tea will be
available plus super raffle prizes.
There is space in the hall for 14
tables, so book early to avoid
disappointment!
To reserve a table of four (cost
£40), contact me on 837264 or Judy
Hart on 837328.

Pippa Hart
Photography

Natural & Informal
Black &White
Portraits
01494 837340
www.pippahart.com
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Roving Supper
By Diana Taylor
ear Pat and Tony and
everyone who made the
effort. Thank you for another
wonderful evening. We had a ball!

D

Harambee *
The fairies had been there again to
charm the Village Hall,
Their helpers came to set the scene to
welcome one and all
For last night was a special night, the
only one each year
When folk from every walk of life meet
up for chat and cheer.
It’s seamless and invisible, to those
who come to dine
Yet planning from behind the scenes
needs tuning that is fine
There’s shopping, cooking, carrying
and organising too
That many should be catered for by
relatively few.
It takes a mighty general with strategy
and brain
To organise this party - and without
going insane
But Pat and Tony (ADC) continue in
their role
To have the village all dine out and
party as a whole.
Their able-bodied cooks, on mains and puds and canapé
Are practised, but make effort, and
work away all day
Then others bring the prizes, pour
wine and so much more
There’s even one small party who'll
turn up to sweep the floor.

It’s what you’d call ‘Harambee’ and
the thing you like to see
When villagers from every home
become community
A lot of smiling happens and a lot of
kissing too
Good cheer is present everywhere and
all because of YOU.
So whilst I must acknowledge, that
others are involved
I have to give an accolade for how it’s
all evolved
And this must go to special friends,
Pat and Tony Lea
Who had a dream and made our
village how it needs to be.
* Harambee: Kenyan tradition of
community self-help events: means
“all pull together” in Swahili.

Pylon men need
nerves of steel
By Robert Brown and Don Stone.
uring September/October,
Leather Lane and other local
roads had been displaying
road closure signs etc; this was due to
half the high voltage power lines being
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renewed for the first time since the
pylons were erected 59 years ago:
“Makes them as old as you and me
then, Robert.”
Back in the day a gang of 10 hardy
men would work on each pylon,
digging the footings/foundations by
hand to a depth of 10 feet; at this time
JCB began fitting the ‘back hoe’ on
their tractor (later known as the ‘back
actor’) to give us the JCB we know
today. Demonstration machines were
brought down to sites between Great
Missenden and Aylesbury. This caused
all sorts of problems and nastiness,
with the drivers being pulled from their
cabs and threatened with physical
violence by the road gangs as they
could see an end to their employment.
During 1991 the power cables were
replaced on one side of the pylons; now
the others have been replaced with
faster more efficient cables.
Hunts Green Farm witnessed over
120 lorry movements through its yard,
plus numerous vans to set up and
dismantle the pulling base. This
involved the use of a powerful winch
attached to the tallest pylon on the farm
at 135 feet high, pulling the cables
from an anchor point down in
Wendover Dean where the replacement
cable is attached to the end of the
existing cable and the tension slowly
applied to pull it through to the pylon
whereupon the two are disconnected.
The winch is then turned to face the
opposite direction, pulling from another
anchor point in Little Missenden. It’s
then up to those with nerves of steel to
climb the pylons every day in all
weathers to attach the insulators,
tensioners and spacers suspended in the
gantry under the cables…

So spare a thought for these guys as
the electric cooks your Christmas dinner
or you’re moaning about a power cut!
The image show the pulling
winch; unfortunately I visited the site
during lunch break so everyone was
down at ground level. They did invite
me back next day when they would be
up top, but I had a date lined up with
some barn owls!
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Coming soon
The fastest way to let everyone in the
Parish know about an event you are
arranging is to publish it right here in
the Newsletter. Contact the editor by
the 12th of the previous month (see
contact details on page 1).

December
Newsletter Annual
Friday 1st.
Dinner. 7:30 for 8:00 pm at the
Parish Hall.
Saturday 2nd. Coffee Morning at Lee
Common Methodist Church.
Sunday 3rd. Light up Ballinger.
Thursday 7th. The Lee Walking
Group. Meet on The Lee Green at
9:30 am.
Saturday 9th. Bach’s Christmas
Oratorio. Wendover Choral Society;
7:30 pm St Mary’s Church, Wendover.
Tickets: 01296 623123.
Sunday 10th. Fayrfax Consort at The
Lee Old Church. See November
Newsletter.
Saturday 23rd. Collect orders from
The Shop at the Lee.

THE LEEWAY – YOUR
VILLAGE SUPPORT TEAM
If you have difficulty getting to your
doctor or the hospital, doing your
shopping or would like a home visit and
a friendly chat, then please ring:

01494 837177
Mon - Fri: 10 am - 4 pm. Sat: 10 am 12 noon. Please give us reasonable notice
of your requirement to help us organise it.

Thursday 4th January The Lee
Walking Group. Meet on The Lee
Green at 9:30 am.
Saturday 6th January. Coffee Morning
at Lee Common Methodist Church.
Friday 12th January. Closing date for
the next edition of The Lee
Newsletter. See page 1.
Tuesday 9th January. The Lee Parish
Council Meeting at the Parish Hall
7:30 pm.
Wednesday 24th January. Bridge
Drive at The Lee Parish Hall. See
page 27.
Thursday 25th January. The Arts
Society Ballinger. Ballinger Hall at
8:00 pm. Guests £8.
Saturday 3rd February. Parish Council
‘Drop-in’. 10:00 am to 12 noon.
Thursday 1 st March. Ballinger
Horticultural Society. The Back
Gardens of England, Matthew Biggs.
Tuesday 13th March. The Lee Parish
Council Meeting at the Parish Hall
7:30 pm.

Directory of
local contacts
Ballinger Horticultural Society
Chairperson: Brenda Gover
info@ballingerhorti.co.uk
Ballinger War Memorial Hall
Bookings: Jane Ogden, 837379
Ballinger WI
Contact: Anne Ellis, 837247
anne.ellis1004@gmail.com
Lee Common C of E School
School office, 837267
office@leecommon.bucks.sch.uk

Lee Common Methodist Church
Marian Tomkins, 837479
Lee Common Scouts
Scout Leader Thomas Brockett:
837294 or brockett8@hotmail.com
Leeside Nursery
Melissa Reading, 837719
www.leesidenurseryschool.co.uk
Shop @ The Lee
Symeon Economou, 837195
theleeshop@yahoo.co.uk
St John the Baptist Church
See centre pages.
St Mary’s Ballinger
Contact: Anne Ellis, 837247
anne.ellis1004@gmail.com
The Art Society Ballinger
Chairman, Peter Archer, 837933
ballinger@theartssociety.org
The Lee Cricket Club
www.theleecc.org.uk
Secretary, Mike Harris,
07788 345555
The Lee Flower Show
Chairman, Jonathan Batten,
837450
The Lee Newsletter
theleenewsletter@googlemail.com
The Lee Old Church Trust
Secretary: Pam Garner 837501
The Lee Parish Council
Clerk: Liz van Hullen, 758800
theleeparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk
www.thelee-pc.org.uk
Allotments: Alison Weir, 837529
The Lee Parish Hall Committee
Bookings: Anne Barnett, 837796
Chairman: Tony Lea, 837237
The Leeway
Contact, 837177
Vocal Lees
Jeannette Batten, 837450

The Newsletter

T

he Lee Newsletter is published 10
times a year and distributed free to
all households in the parish… and
a little beyond. The views expressed in it
are not necessarily those of the Editor.
We welcome original letters and
articles of general interest and relevance
to The Lee. Copy should be sent to
theleenewsletter@googlemail.com or, if
on paper, to the Editor of the month (see
page 1) by the 12th of each month.
Letters should ideally run to no more
than 200 words and articles to no more
than 700 words; material may be edited
and may appear on the village website
www.thelee.org.uk unless consent is
specifically withheld. Anonymous
contributions are not accepted.
To advertise or place an insert, please
contact Paul Apicella on 837377 by the
th
12 of the previous month.
If you have photographs for
publication please contact Jonathan
Batten on 837450 or email
battenjonathan@hotmail.com.
For queries regarding distribution
contact Barnaby Usborne on 837382.
Other members of the Editorial team:
Peter Archer, Richard Dickinson,
Phil Harrison, Jen Ogley, Viv Robins,
Adam Speller and Colin Sully.
Printed by Strongs: 01442 878592.

To book the Parish Hall
or Scout Hut
’phone Anne Barnett on 837796
9 am - 1 pm
6 pm 2 pm - 6 pm
midnight
Mon - Fri
£30 or £10/hr £45 or £10/hr
Sat/Sun
£12/hr
£70
Bank Holiday £12/hr
£70
Car park only
£10
Crockery/cutlery £15 (hire outside the hall)

Rates

