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From the Editor
By Richard Dickinson
hope you are enjoying the
wonderful weather – at the time of
writing! Summer has officially
begun and I can think of no better
summer pursuit than… The Lee
Flower Show, of which there is much
new detail inside.
We are also pleased to be able to
bring you a full colour report of the
ever more successful Church Fête.
Our new features editor, Zoe Berkeley,
has provided the first of a new series
entitled ‘Where are they now?’ which
details local residents who have grown
up in The Lee but have moved on – in
this case to the other side of the world.
Compare and contrast this to the
lives of those who lived here in 1908,
incidentally, the year the Model T
Ford first appeared to compete largely
with the horse. Archives unearthed at
Lee Common school (see Your
Letters) reveal that of 23 children who
left school at that time (at age 14) nine
went to work on local farms, five into
domestic service and seven went
home, presumably to look after their
families and relatives. Despite much
lower-tech, not to mention much
tougher lives, I am sure their hopes,
fears and aspirations would have been
similar to our own and they would
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have been equally interested in their
community and the events happening
within it.
If you have any suggestions for
individuals that we should feature in
‘Where are they now?’ then please let
the editor of the September edition,
Phil Harrison, know by 12th August
via the normal email address
theleenewsletter@googlemail.com

Your letters
To the Editor

Late summer forestry work
I’d like to give parishioners notice of
forestry operations planned in three of
Liz Stewart-Liberty’s woods before
the end of summer.
Bray’s and Lowndes Wood are
opposite each other 200 metres or so
from the turn off to Lee Common on
the Chartridge road. Both woods are
traversed by important footpaths.
These woods will benefit from
selective thinning which will allow
the remaining trees to thrive: 2.4
hectares in Bray’s and 6.6 in
Lowndes.
Forestry
Commission
Licences are in place.
At Great Widmoor’s wood on the
Ridgeway Path overlooking The Hale
at Concorde we have also applied to
the Forestry Commission for a licence
to clear / fell two hectares of over-
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mature and under-stocked Corsican
pine. The plan is to replace this area
with Douglas Fir and other mixed
conifers. We shall adhere to the
requirements of the Ridgeway Path
authority and explanatory signage
will be positioned in each area as
work begins.
Richard Stewart-Liberty
To the Editor

World’s Biggest Coffee
Morning
As we approach the height of summer,
September seems a long way off, but
as the Newsletter isn’t published in
August, this seems the best way to let
everyone know that once again Pippa
Hart and I are taking part in The
World’s Biggest Coffee Morning in
aid of Macmillan Cancer Relief.

We would love to see you at
Furzefield Farm, HP16 9NR on Friday
th
28 September between 9:00 am and 12
noon. It’s a great opportunity to meet
up and have a chat, meet new people
and support a fantastic cause. Please
feel free to bring a friend along too.
I had a conversation with
Macmillan recently and they were
astounded at the amount of money
we’ve raised. Since 2004 I’ve paid in
over £13,000! £4,418 pays for a
Macmillan Nurse for a month, whilst
£2,040 pays for 10 lots of palliative
care for a day. So you can be assured
that monies raised are really welcome.
Trish Swain
Chartridge

It can be an absolute nightmare caused
by builders’ vans, lorries and trucks
parked inconsiderately: opposite
driveways, across entrances and in
front of T-junctions.
There are serious issues involved
here. For example, imagine you
needed an ambulance or fire engine
urgently. Could they get down Oxford
Street easily? Unlikely. Could they
turn into your driveway or down
Crocketts Lane? Unlikely. Could they
get out easily? Unlikely. Could
someone die as a result? Possibly.
Weekly bin collections have
become a lottery as the bin lorry
cannot pass or turn so food bins fester
in the heat waiting for a week when
collection is possible.
Damage to the road and mud is a
common sight. As more and more

To the Editor

Archives at Lee Common
C of E School
Whilst clearing out store areas at
school in preparation for our summer
building work for Larks Nursery we
came across a large amount of archives
and information of historical interest.

There is a lot of new material, 19001945 being of particular interest,
including attendance and leaving
records, school minutes and log books.

J Brown Funeral Services
67 Woodside Road, Amersham, HP6 6AA
01494 727474 (24 hours)
Leaving records from 1908-1910

We are so lucky to have such rich
historical primary sources in the village.
I know there are members of the
community who were interested in this
kind of information. We would
therefore like to invite those who have
an interest in these historical
documents to get in touch with the
school office to arrange a viewing.
James Edwards
Headmaster, Lee Common School
To the Editor

Building blocks
Undoubtedly most residents have had
occasion to drive down Oxford Street.

A truly independent family funeral directors
Bespoke and traditional services
Private chapels of rest
Pre-paid funeral plans
Off street client parking
Home visits

Contact Jason Brown on: 01494 727474
jason@jbrownfuneralservices.co.uk

Recommended by
The Good Funeral Guide
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building work is happening and the
volume of vehicles increases what is
the solution? Who is responsible? In
my view the primary responsibility
must rest with the resident contracting
the work who has a duty and
responsibility to their neighbours and
community to ensure access is
maintained, disruption minimised and
contractors are aware of their
responsibilities. I also believe that
planning permission should only be
granted with a clear plan in place
regarding this highway disruption with
clear restrictions on vehicle numbers
and parking planned.
Phil Harrison
Crocketts Lane

County
Council
News
By Tricia Birchley - County Councillor
y year as Chairman of the
County Council finished on
a high with over £24,000
raised for Mental Health charities
across the county and a holiday on the
horizon. However this was not to be as
I broke my right arm, throwing plans
into confusion. Everything is now
getting back to normal but I have
found it decidedly difficult getting
around the area without a car!
Nonetheless I have listened to the
Parish Council's concerns about the
state of local roads, which I fully
share, and brought Transport for
Bucks out to the Parish frequently.
Whilst Leather Lane is much
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improved, a number of roads give
cause for concern, not least Swan Lane
where I have also reported fly-tipping.
The consultation period for one or
two unitary authorities has now closed
and whilst the County Council
believes there are more savings with
one, I am conscious of the wishes of
the local community who generally
support two. The Secretary of State is
due to make a pronouncement on the
Government’s decision by the end of
September.
During the summer I have
responded to a number of concerns
raised by local residents, helped with
planning issues and am always
available to raise your issues with
officers at County Hall. Please do not
hesitate to contact me if you need
pbirchley@buckscc.gov.uk

The Lee Parish
Council update
By Hayley Farrelly, Parish Clerk
t is with great enthusiasm that I
have now joined the Parish
Council as the new Clerk, having
recently taken over the role from Liz
van Hullen. I have lived in the area for
16 years and have been involved in
many parish activities including
running both Beavers and Cubs, acting
as treasurer for the Lee Parish Hall
Committee as well as a Trustee of
Leeside Pre-School, to name but a
few. For many years I have been
working in education as a clerk for
Governors and hope to bring my
knowledge and skills to the
community.
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Annual Parish Meeting
We had a spectacularly large turnout for The Lee APM on 22nd May –
nearly 60 people crammed into the
parish hall to hear presentations from:
 the Chair of Governors at Lee
Common School and the Chair of
Trustees at Leeside Preschool, on
future nursery / pre-school
provision in the parish
 HS2 Ltd and their contractors, on
their local plans for the next 12
months (see separate article) and
 The Chair of the Parish Council,
on our planned activities in
2018/19.

Drop-in on your Cllrs
We are having out next Parish
Council Drop-in at the Flower Show
on 21st July – the first time we will
have tried this. So, if you have any
queries to raise with the Parish
Council, or if you haven’t seen the
proposed designs for the replacement
children’s fort yet, or simply want to
find out what we do on your behalf,
then why not drop-in to the Parish
Council tent and have a chat.
[No news as we go to press on the
application to the HS2 Community and
Environment Fund for funding for the
children’s fort replacement, but we
may know by the time of the Show. We
still have our fingers crossed!]

Superfast Broadband
As we go to press, we are
encouraged by the Openreach work at
the top of Red Lion Hill that we may
be only weeks away from the
completion of the Fibre-to-the-Cabin
programme in The Lee. The
Openreach website ‘status’ of most

SHORT-TERM
RENTALS
From £295 per week (all inclusive)

Self-catering holiday
or temporary accommodation
at Lee Common
Moving house?
Completion dates don’t coincide?
House sale falls through?
Builders outstaying their welcome?

Expecting Visitors?
Need extra accommodation?
Self-contained Period Property:
sleeps four guests

Tel: 01494 837798
e-mail: lowerbassibones@yahoo.co.uk
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residents served by Cabinet No. 1
(Kings Ash, Lee Gate, Swan Bottom,
Red Lion Hill) seems to have at last
moved to “We’re connecting power to
the new fibre cabinet and joining the
new fibre lines to the existing copper
network.” It goes on to say “You can't
order a fibre service today but
typically it’ll be available to your
premises within the next four months.”
Hopefully sooner!!!

Well, well, well!
All the panels have now been
cleaned, repaired and new preservative

when you are next in Oxford St. We
are extremely grateful to the well’s
neighbours for mowing the
surrounding grass; however the paved
areas are rather overgrown and the
Parish Council will be considering
how best to tidy up the weeds and
subsequently keep them at bay.

By Judy Hart et al
n opportunity arose to practice
cue bidding in our weekly
bridge session. This was
helpful as we had recently attended a
seminar on this topic.

A

Task force volunteers
The Parish Council relies on a
small group of volunteers to help with
minor repairs and maintenance around
the parish – particularly at the
playground / allotments. If you have a
few hours to spare over the summer to
help out, then please get in touch. in
the first instance with me. at
theleeparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk

… and finally!
Please note that the date of the next
Parish Council meeting has been
moved to the evening of Thursday 12th
July (from Tuesday 10th).
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GDPR

See page 21 for our bidding and play.

By the Editorial Team
y the time you read this, most
of the general brouhaha
arising from the General Data
Protection Regulations, which came
into effect at the end of May, will be
behind us. The Lee Newsletter,
website and Forum are affected by
these Regulations and we have
therefore produced a Privacy Policy
which is now available on-line at
http://thelee.org.uk/privacy
Rest assured we only use the
information you give us specifically
for the purpose for which it was given!

Sing out sisters

B
applied, with cleaning having revealed
the gilt lettering that could barely be
seen previously. The woodwork on the
main structure has also been treated,
and, by the time you read this, painting
of the metalwork should be well
underway. The well is starting to look
very smart, so do stop and take a look

Bridge too far?

By Jeannette Batten
ancy yourself as a singer then
come and join the Vocal Lees,
village choir.
We are an all-girls group of
varying ages dedicated to fun, laughter
and exercising our vocal cords singing
a wide variety of music.
We practice on Monday evenings
between 5:00 pm and 6:30 pm in Lee
Common, so please contact Jeannette
Batten on 837450 for more
information.

F

Pilates
@HOME

‘FLEXIBLE TO THE CORE’
1 to 1 Pilates… in the comfort and
convenience of your own home

Mat Pilates for all abilities
Improves posture, flexibility,
core strength, muscle tone
and sports performance
Individuals [or small groups of up to 4]
Qualified Mat Pilates instructor for
Beginner, Intermediate and
Advanced Levels
“In ten sessions you will feel the difference,
in 20 you will see the difference and in 30
you will have a whole new body”
… Joseph Pilates
If you are interested or require further
information please contact:

Karen on 07790 081670

Email: info@karensabsolutepilates.co.uk
www.karensabsolutepilates.co.uk
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Friday 13th July
Friday 17th August
Friday 14th September
Friday 19th October
Friday 16th November
Some detail was provided at the
Annual Parish Meeting regarding the
‘enabling’ work also taking place this
year in the area, including:

HS2 update
By Colin Sully, The Lee Parish Council
he local Community
Engagement Managers of HS2
Ltd and their two main
contractors in this area (Fusion JV and
Eiffage-Kier JV) attended our Annual
Parish Meeting in May to give us an
overview of plans for HS2 work in the
area over the next 12 months.

T

Possible designs for the
Wendover Dean viaduct

Detailed designs due to go to CDC
and BCC in June 2018
 Fencing to start end June
 Trial trenching to be carried out
June/early July
 Work to start on construction of
Haul Road and highway alteration
to A413 / Link Road – August.


Key structures
Preliminary designs for the viaduct
at Wendover Dean were shown (see
opposite) and concern was expressed
that the images did not fully show the
impact of noise barriers, gantries,
signals and other ‘rail-side furniture’.
Great alarm was also expressed at the
meeting over a schematic that showed
a possible design of the tunnel portal
at South Heath.
This was the first time since the
Phase 1 Bill had been passed that HS2
and their contractors had presented
publicly in the parish.

Work in progress
The HS2 managers emphasised
that the detailed design process was
still to be completed and they agreed
to return to the parish (or possibly to

A413 / temporary haul road

Ballinger Hall) when they had more
information about the detailed design
of key structures, about highways and
traffic effects, about the schedule for
construction, proposals for noise
barriers, the accommodation of
workers, the temporary Hunts Green
spoil heap… in fact pretty much
everything that was raised by residents
at the meeting.

HS2 public engagement
Arrangements are now being made
for a public exhibition on the design
of HS2 viaducts in the Chilterns on
Thursday 9th August at Ballinger
Hall (timings to be confirmed).
HS2 Ltd’s Community
Engagement Manager (Vernon Loo)
has also announced that he and his
colleagues will be available at ‘dropin’ sessions at Great Missenden
Library from 2:00 pm to 6:00 pm on
the following dates:

Grim’s Ditch (Hunts
Green) archaeological work
June 2018 – ‘setting survey’ – with
drone filming to record the overall
setting – a few days; non-intrusive.
 Summer 2018 – trial trenches (one
or two) in the woodland, followed
by further trenching (up to 70) on
land around the ditch – to assess
the area.
 Autumn 2018 – tree clearance.
 Late 2018 to spring 2019 –
excavation of the ditch and of the
wider area if needed.


Mike Lake
Friendly & Local

Painter & Decorator
For that professional touch
Interior & Exterior
Also Property Maintenance
For a free quotation please call:
01494 866873 / 07723 017005
mikelake42@talktalk.net

Ecology habitats creation
New ponds, hibernacula (winter
shelter) and basking banks for newts
largely completed at Park Hill (Potter
Row). Similar work at Bury Farm
(Potter Row) delayed pending local
authority approval (now given).
The full presentations made by
HS2 Ltd and the contractors are
available at: http://thelee-pc.org.uk/
ref_documents/HS2210518.pdf
Queries about HS2 in this area can
be sent to the local Community
Engagement Manager, Vernon Lee at
vernon.loo@hs2.org.uk.
Broader queries and complaints
arising from the construction of HS2
should be sent in the first instance to:
HS2enquiries@hs2.org.uk or phone
the 24 hour Freephone hot-line:
08081 434 434.
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Church news
By Revd David Burgess
’m continuing to make slow
improvements. Taken together, the
last two months have seen several
landmarks reached – improved
eyesight, eating and drinking more-orless normally, back to driving again –
but they’re set against the time it’s
taken to recover physically from the
effects of so much surgery. It
continues to be a long process.
A big target for me was being able
to attend Robert’s wedding on 26th May,
and to briefly participate – I led a short
section of prayers. This meant that my
voice had improved enough for me to
speak in public for the first time in six
months. As you can imagine that meant
a lot to me, but my voice has gone back
since and is less powerful again.
Fortunately, my speech therapist has
said that this is normal and generally
I’m headed in the right direction.

I

Peggy Sear adds:
It’s certainly lovely to hear such
good news isn’t it? He and Penny also
send their very best wishes and ‘Thank
yous’ to all of you for your continued
prayers and good wishes, it means a
lot to both of them.

Services for
July and August
St John the Baptist: July
1rst 8:00am HC

10:00am AA
8th
15th
22nd
29th

10:00am PC
10:00am
10:00am PC
10:00am PC

Revd Tim Yates
Old Church
Joint Service at
Lee Common
Methodist Church:
Revd Ivor Cornish
Matins: Lay-led
Revd Alan Davis
Joint Service at
Hawridge

August
Services to be confirmed.
HC Holy Communion (said)
PC Parish Communion (sung)
AA All-age service
Contacts: Vicar: The Revd David
Burgess (01494-837315).
Churchwardens: Roderick Neal
(01494-837264) and Trevor Pearce
(01494-837601). Verger: Bill Pearce
(01494-785191). Treasurer: David
Stephenson (01494-867617).

August
5th 10:00am AA
th

12 3:00pm HC
19th
26th

Joint Service at
St John the Baptist
Revd Nigel Wright
No service
No service

Our Coffee Mornings continue on
Saturday 7th July and Saturday 4th
August 10:30 – 12:00 noon. All are
welcome.

St Mary’s, Ballinger
1st July 9:30am Informal Communion
5th August
No service

Art Exhibition
By Anne Ellis and Jo Laurie

St Mary’s Art Group
Exhibition - June 2018

T

he group was formed in
September 2015 by Jo Laurie
and initially met at St Mary’s,
Ballinger on Tuesdays between
1:30 pm and 3:30 pm. After a few

Methodist Church
July
1st 10:00am AA

8th 3:00pm
15th 3:00pm HC
22nd 3:00pm
29th 3:00pm

Joint with St
John the Baptist
at Lee Common
Methodist Church
Major Margaret
Scott: Salvation
Army
Revd Nigel Wright
Revd Gregory
Hargrove
Revd Nigel Wright
Early days at St Mary’s
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months it was decided to move to
Jo’s house in Prestwood. This was
sad in many ways but the time it took
to move the heavy pews each week
took its toll on the odd back!
The move saw a number of new
artists join, until today we have 12 on
the books. Jo decided it was time the
artists exhibited their work and the
obvious place was their original home.
Discussions took place with the
Churchwardens, Anne Ellis and
Maggie Cameron and so the first
exhibition was in place, together with
cream teas on the Saturday afternoon
and refreshments at other times.

A real team effort
The weekend arrived and we
were blessed with fabulous weather.
The transformation of the church into

of the paintings. For most of the
artists it was the first time their work
had been on show to the public, so it
was a great confidence booster and
therefore who knows: ‘onwards and
upwards’ as they say.

Pet of the
month: Henry

Normal service included

Cream teas at St Mary’s

an art gallery took place on Friday;
the boards were kindly loaned by
Chiltern Painters and together with
the new chairs in situ, moving
furniture was not the old hard slog.
The scouts provided a tent for
refreshments and the Camerons
provided a gazebo. Simon the
milkman donated eight pints, and
many rolled up their sleeves to bake
some scones. Home-made jam
appeared courtesy of Roger Fuggle
whilst John Conway, Paul Jager,
Tom and Rick Brockett lent strong
arms and helping hands.
A real village atmosphere was
created, now all we needed were
some punters. The advertising
worked well and in fact from when
the exhibition opened at 10:00 am
until its close at 4:00 pm the
following day we had a steady flow
of visitors from far and wide.
There were many very favourable
comments on the quality and variety

The catering side made a profit of
over £120 for church funds and the
food and the comfortable chairs also
drew many favourable comments. To
show the practicality of their new
chairs, purchased thanks to a
donation from ‘Sweet Charity’ in
Prestwood, the building became a
church for the 9:30 am service,
before returning to open as an art
exhibition at 11:30 am.

The art exhibition at St Mary’s Church

Our thanks to all concerned for
helping and attending the group’s first
exhibition. Discussions are already
underway to make it an annual event.
Let us hope we are always blessed
with such wonderful weather!

M

y name is Henry Dog (the
blonde, good looking one)
and I was honoured to be
invited to be Pet of the Month, but as
usual Coco (chocolate, pretty) muscled
in on my moment of glory. Our surname
is Dog so there is no confusion as to
what we are.
Our favourite toys are sausages,
butterflies to make us jump (Henry) and
antlers and anything Henry has (Coco).
You may have seen us running about the
footpaths of the village wagging our tails
and generally terrorising the local
wildlife. However we like dogs and
people, especially if we can lick them.
We rarely come when called but can
look cute, especially when we want
sausages. For this assignment we were
photographed for our owner by Chrissie
Ratcliffe, who we think brings out the
best in us!
I was also asked by Thames Valley
Police to mention that we now all have
to be micro-chipped - evidently 11% of
owners still don’t realise this! It is a
good idea as we can, and do, get lost!
[If you would like your pet featured
in the Newsletter, just send some details
to theleenewsletter@googlemail.com]
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The Lee
Church Fête
Review
By Rod Neal, Fête Committee
nce again, the local
community turned out in force
at the annual fête to raise
funds for the parish church. The
weather stayed cloudy and dry, apart
from a very light shower which only
lasted for a minute and there was no
wind to speak of. Phil Ogley was our
master of ceremonies and the Bishop
of Buckingham, hot-foot from a
Diocesan Synod meeting in High
Wycombe, opened the proceedings.

O

Steaming around The Lee

The children from Lee Common
School performed several dances
around the Maypole to everyone’s
delight and live folk music followed,
provided in three sets by the Gilly –
Billies, a musical duo of accordion and
mandolin, this year with sound
amplification. There were stalls for
raffle, tombola, second-hand books,

bric-a-brac, ice creams, bouncy castle,
Pimm’s, children’s toys, Leeside preschool stall with chicken throwing and
a hook-the-duck pond, bowling, splatthe-rat, hoopla, woodcraft, plants, facepainting, ceramics, a Prince’s Trust
cycling fund raiser, a steam car and a
BSA motorbike with side car, both
doing circuits round the Green sensibly
in the same direction. The event
concluded with the traditional tug-ofwar. Delicious cakes and teas were
provided at the top of the Green by a
well organised and dedicated team.
[See also note on Cream Teas at the
Old Church in July on page 26. Ed.]

Making a difference
The committee would like to thank
very much all those who have
supported the fête again. By your
efforts and donations, we have raised
the remarkable sum of £4,846 net; this
in the context of our total expenditure
last year of £38,366. The major part of
this (£28,100) is the cost of ministry
and central costs of the Diocese, but
the balance relates to the day to day
running costs. The fête’s contribution
makes a huge difference because
without it, derived as it is from the
support of the community, we would
not make ends meet.
However, shortly before going to
press, I received news from the
Stewart-Liberty family that Liz,
through her attorney, wishes to make
a very kind donation of £5,000
towards our takings, for which we are
truly grateful.
I should also mention that the
Parochial Church Council has received
a donation from The Lee Sunflower
Club for provision of flowers in
church, which is greatly appreciated.
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hesitation, showed him how real
villagers lived. He was touched by
the people he met, especially the
children who were playing in the
river of contaminated water and were
queuing up to get into school.

Where are
they now?
By Zoe Berkeley, Features Editor

Patrick Gilfeather

So much can be achieved

I

meet Patrick in The Old Swan,
just as it was opening. He’s tall,
charismatic, with an abundance of
wonderful stories about his life
growing up locally. It’s pouring with
rain and the regulars start streaming in
and take their seats at the bar, their
usual tipples instantly served. We sit
by the roaring fire and one of the first
things Patrick tells me is that he
remembers coming here when he was
a child and seeing lambs in baskets by
this very fireplace.
Following university, Patrick
spent 12 years working for Sky
Sports before setting up his own
independent TV company. He now
produces sports coverage for the
BBC, ITV and Al Jazeera which
involves not only filming events but
interviewing the sportsmen. In recent
years has recently covered the Six
Nations Rugby and the Ashes.

A place of intrigue
Perhaps his most significant
travel story is that of his trips to
Burma. It was a place of great
intrigue to him from childhood, as he
remembers his grandfather’s stories
about his life there in the 1940s as an
oil engineer.
He recalls his grandparents’ home
in Dumfries as a strict Catholic
household: there was even holy
water by the bedside. To him, the
Buddha that his grandfather had on

Patrick and some of the children of Burma

top of the
television certainly
seemed out of place and it was his
questioning of this one day that made
his grandfather share his Burmese
adventures and how he came to call
Burma his ‘spiritual home’, whilst
sipping his whiskey and smoking his
pipe: stories so poignant that Patrick
vividly remembers the smell.
Patrick
couldn’t
wait
to
experience Burma for himself and he
became so taken with the place and
the wonderful personal connection,
that he continued to visit. He talks
about the heavy military enforcement
and how people there didn’t trust
foreigners back then, which is so
significant considering what he went
on to achieve there. No cars were
allowed around the temples and you
had to travel to them by horse and
cart. This is how he met MinMin,
one of the drivers, who, after some

Having felt compelled to do
something, he went back the
following year with £200 and
provided books and classroom
equipment for the school. He was
amazed how much could be achieved
for so little money. This gave him
the impetus to launch his charity,
‘Building Schools for Burma’.
Following intensive fund-raising
enough money was raised to build
his first school, a two-story building
with four classrooms educating 90
children. Since its start 12 years ago,
22 children have gone on to
university and a further seven
schools have followed, with Patrick
recently being made an honorary
member of the tribe by the Chief.

Steeped in memories
He feels privileged for his own
education at Dr Challonors in
Amersham where his passion for
sport was encouraged. His family
have lived in the area for as long as
he can remember, his mother Derril
now lives in Swan Bottom, he speaks
proudly of her presence in the
community and her dedication to the
local choir.
When he is visiting he loves
nothing more than enjoying long
walks around The Lee. The area is
steeped in memories for him, and as
someone relatively new to the area
myself he tells me of his favourite

haunts. Perhaps the one he speaks
most passionately about is The Old
Church in The Lee, where he had his
wedding blessing; he describes it as a
magical place tucked away and the
most special day, followed by a true
local feast at The Old Swan.
I could have chatted to Patrick for
hours and what he taught me about
this delightful place I won’t forget.
What he has achieved with his charity
and the richness at the roots of how it
all started is awe inspiring. By his own
admission it’s a difficult charity to get
people to support but his dedication to
those children is so touching. I hope to
bump into him around the village
again one day soon!
If you would like to learn more
about or support Patrick’s charity
then please visit the website:
buildingschoolsforburma.org

Mervyn’s
Carpet & Upholstery
Cleaning Services
Independent carpet cleaning
specialist with over 30 years
experience.
CARPETS. UPHOLSTERY.
RUGS. HARD FLOOR.
CARPET PROTECTION.
FULLY INSURED.
Friendly and reliable service.
Most work by recommendation.
Environmentally friendly
cleaning materials.
For a no obligation quote ’phone
01525 371724 or 07975 847027
Email: mersu@btinternet.com
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The Lee
Flower
Show: here
we go...
By Jonathan Batten
he church fête has come and
gone, so now it’s time to
concentrate on the future:
The Lee Flower Show is on Saturday
st
21 July and the excitement in the
atmosphere is palpable.
The committee has been preparing:
the posters are on the roadsides, the
flags will be flying and the cricket
field will be transformed with the
largest marquee to be seen in The Lee
since, well okay since last year. The
grass is being cut, the bands are tuning
up, the magician is rehearsing his
tricks, the animals are pacing up and
down, the cups are being polished, the
art tent is coming together – see
Chrissi Ratcliffe’s article below.
For your part you need to decide
on your entries and get those to Ann
Ash by 19th July. It’s all there in the
schedule – a variety of classes for all
of you to participate in – if you’ve

T

MARTIN THE MILKMAN
Refrigerated delivery of fresh
milk, dairy produce, bread,
eggs, fruit juices and more.
To place an order call
01442 833944
PHONES MANNED 4 PM – 6 PM
ANSWERPHONE AT OTHER TIMES

mislaid it, download another copy
from the village website – just follow
the Flower Show link.
If you need any help with entries
please feel free to ring our dedicated
helpline 837550.
A small army of helpers is needed
to put on the show so thank you to all
those who have already enlisted – if
you haven’t been asked but would
really like to help do please call me on
837450.
If you would like to donate a prize
for the raffle then call Anne Kenyon
on 862585. If you have bric-a-brac call
Charlotte Reynolds on 793221. If you
have books for the bookstall call
Andrew Cowper on 837922.
If you can bake a cake for the tea
tent then bring it along to the pavilion
in the morning or better still enter it in
a cookery class and then donate half of
it to the tea tent.

and then...

Dance to The
New Things

P

ut on your dancing shoes and
get down to the marquee for the
best night of your lives.
This year we have the London
Cocktail Company serving up some

delicious tasting cocktails to add to the
evening’s delight.
Tickets at £20 each are still
available for the Flower Show Dance
from the Shop at The Lee until
Saturday 14th July and thereafter
contact Laura Doggett and Neeta
Norton at leeflowerdance@gmail.com

Space in the
Art Tent!
By Chrissi Ratcliffe
here is still a small amount of
space available to exhibit in the
Art Tent. All genres of arts and
crafts are very welcome. So, whether
you’ve exhibited your work in the Art
Tent before, and would like to do so
again, or would like to join us for the
first time, I would be delighted to hear
from you. Please contact me, Chrissi
Ratcliffe, on 837452 or by email at
chrissi_bell@hotmail.com

T

Great Missenden
Supported Living
A warm, friendly, house for the
elderly, in the picturesque centre of
the village.
Come and take a look to see for
yourself and have a chat with
Carol Lauder-Ross (Manager)
Tel: 01494 865026
or email for a brochure
info@abbeyfieldgreatmissenden.co.uk
Find out more on our website
www.abbeyfield.com

Be part of the
Greatest Show
in Bucks!

T

he Royal Wedding proved that
Great Britain is the best at
putting on a show like no
other. The Lee Flower Show is no
exception. The success of these events
is entirely down to community spirit,
dedication and the support of
numerous volunteers.
The Cream Teas committee are
urgently looking for volunteers to

Dog Photography, Working Dogs,
Game Shoots, Pets
Action and Portrait
________________________________________________

Chrissi Ratcliffe LRPS
07719 731507 / 01494 837452

chrissi_bell@hotmail.com
www.chrissibellphotography.co.uk
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assist for 1 hr time slots only to set up,
serve and clear from 10:00 am until
6:00 pm on Saturday 21st July. In
particular, we would like to invite those
of you who are new to the area. In this
way you can enjoy being part of the
village show and ensure you can visit
the various exhibits and stalls, watch
and take part in performances in the
showground.
The day is full of the fun, laughter
and joy of being part of a community
that works together to provide a day like
no other. It will give you an opportunity
to meet your neighbours and residents
from the area.
We are also looking for bakers of all
ages and abilities to contribute their own
favourite cookies/cupcakes, tray bakes,
fairy cakes, drizzle cakes, Victoria
sponges, chocolate cakes, brownies etc.
to the Flower Show Cream Teas Tent.
For those cream tea enthusiasts only,
make sure you put the date in your diary
(Saturday 21st July) to come along and
the sample the best home baking in
Buckinghamshire!!!
Please contact Kelly Stone by
email at kelly.stone3@btinternet.com
Alternatively speak to one of the
Cream Tea Organisers – Claire Wise,
Sara Harrison, Erica Cheatham and
Sue Cromar.
HOLIDAY HOME TO LET
IN SPAIN
GAUCIN - ANDALUCIA
3 Bedroom property with pool
in the hilltop white village of Gaucin.
Stunning views of Mediterranean,
Gibraltar and Moroccan Hills.

Ring now for availability
Tel. 01494 837602
www.casa-mirador.com

Flower Show
recipes
By Zoe Berkeley – Features Editor
f you are seeking inspiration for
your contribution to the ‘greatest
show on earth,’ this classic recipe
will ensure you get a great welcome to
the tea tent … and can be entered into
Class 68 at the Flower Show!

I

Traditional Victoria Sponge
This is the mother of all cakes, one
everybody loves…
Fill with whipped cream and jam
and even some fresh fruit if you are
eating it on the day, or use the buttercream option below with jam.
Tradition argues that raspberry jam is
the correct jam to use for filling (and
is a requirement for Class 68) but I
personally rebelliously prefer
strawberry. I’ll leave that up to you to
decide your own preference!
(Serves 10-12)

Ingredients
250g (8oz) salted butter at room
temperature
225g (7.5oz) caster sugar
4 large free range eggs
2 teaspoons vanilla essence
150g (8oz) self-raising flour
(Strawberry or) Raspberry jam
Fresh cream and fresh berries
optional
Buttercream
250g (8oz) icing sugar, sifted, plus
extra for dusting
50g (2oz) salted butter at room
temperature
½ teaspoon of vanilla essence
25ml (1fl oz) water

Method
1. Pre-heat the oven to 180.C (350.F),
Gas mark 4, and grease and line the
bottoms of two 20cm (8 inch) loose
bottomed cake tins. Lightly cream
the butter until light and fluffy, then
mix in the caster sugar until just
combined. Beat in the eggs one at a
time, followed by the vanilla
essence. Gently fold in the flour,
taking care not to overwork the
mixture.
2. Divide the mixture between the two
tins and bake in the pre-heated oven
for 25 minutes until a skewer
inserted into the cakes come out
clean. Leave the cakes to cool
before releasing them from the tins.
3. To make the buttercream, place the
sifted icing sugar in a large mixing
bowl and beat in the butter, vanilla
and the measured water to make a
smooth creamy icing. Once the
cakes are cooled, sandwich together
with the jam and buttercream, or
fresh cream if desired. Dust the top
of the cake with icing sugar before
serving.

Pippa Hart
Photography

Natural & Informal
Black &White
Portraits
01494 837340
www.pippahart.com

Cromar
Carpets Ltd

Bridge too far?
Our bidding went as follows:
N
E
S
W
1♠
3♦
3♠
4♣
4♥
4 NT
5♦
6♦
However, the challenge was then
in managing the card play. West led
4♠. South made 6♦ but, with a
singleton spade, needed to keep entries
to dummy.

CARPETS, VINYL AND
WOOD FLOORING
SUPPLIED AND FITTED

9-11 STATION APPROACH
GREAT MISSENDEN
01494 862125
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The Lee
walking group
By Rita Sully
une’s village walk was a real treat,
as we had excellent weather and
encountered little if any mud en
route. Starting by the Cock and Rabbit,
we meandered through the woods to
Ballinger Bottom, then up the hills
around Pednor, before heading back via
Sly Corner.
Dogs and owners were all well
behaved, with only one dog going
AWOL for a short while, probably to
test if we were paying them attention
amidst the general catch-up chat!
Turning into the field opposite the
allotments, we ran into a large herd of
bullocks who seemed intrigued by us
and the many dogs. Judy Hart rushed to
the rescue, heroically holding them all
back whilst brandishing a twig! She
reminded us of someone conducting a
symphony orchestra while the bullocks
all stared at her in amazement! We
were then able to file past whilst the
conducting was underway and returned
safely to the haven of The Lee village
green suitably energised from our walk.
The July walk will be on Thursday
5th – meet on the green at 9:30 am.

J

Cricket score
By Jon Swain
he dry May and June weather
has helped produce excellent
conditions for cricket. Our
Saturday 1st XI has been irresistible,
regularly crushing the opposition.
Special mention of Max Hutt’s 147,
another young player who has gone

T

through the club’s coaching structure.
His older brother Harry has been
bowling as fast as anyone probably
ever has for The Lee, and terrifying the
opposition. The Sunday XI has been in
decent form too, with 5 good wins
already. 150 from Alex Morgan in his
1st appearance has been the stand-out,
along with an extraordinary seven
wicket haul for captain York
Woodford-Smith. The junior teams
have been enjoying playing, albeit with
mixed results, but they are learning
fast, and the centurions of the next few
years are taking shape. July and August
will see fixtures each week. Please
come and watch some quality cricket at
your local club. If you would like to
play, let us know. See our website:
www.theleecc.org.uk

Rural bus
services
By BCC Public Transport Team
ucks County Council launched
a survey in June regarding the
council supported bus routes
in small towns, villages and rural
areas in Buckinghamshire. The public
transport team want to understand
how current bus services are being
used. They will use this information to
review how future services can better
meet people’s travel patterns. This
may include revising existing routes
and timetables or looking at
alternatives, such as community
transport or other flexible transport
services.
The survey can be found on
www.buckscc.gov.uk/bussurvey or the
team can let you have a printed

B

version for those not online. It is
important to emphasise that this
survey is not about all buses, but only
about supported services, which
includes local services 77 that runs
from Chesham to Chartridge and the
177 that runs from Chesham to Swan
Bottom, the Lee and Great Missenden.
If you would like a printed copy,
please contact the Public Transport
Team at County Hall on 01296 38767.

Broadband
scam alert
By Connected Counties
lthough people are increasingly
aware of online and telephone
scams, we wanted to highlight
a particular one which could affect
residents still waiting for a broadband
upgrade in this area.
Residents receive a cold call from
someone who claims to be from BT or
Openreach, who offers to upgrade or
repair their broadband services for
them. In many cases the scam-caller
claims the householder has to download
and install software and, on occasion,
asks residents for bank details so they
can make a refund.
Once software has been installed on
a machine they then have access to
many vulnerable areas, such as internet
banking and credit card details.
Remember… nobody at the
Council, BT, Openreach or any other
Internet Service Provider (ISP) will
ever require you to download software
or provide your bank details to enable
an upgrade to fibre broadband, it is
therefore essential to remain vigilant
and never allow this or disclose
personal details.

A

KINGSHILL
CARS FOR ALL OCCASIONS

CHILTERNS
AIRPORTS
LONDON
01494 868699
Email: bookings@kingshillcars.co.uk
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Swan Bottom: then and now

Puzzle page

By the Editor

By the Mathematics Guys
ored with the weather… and
the cricket… and the football,
I sat down to write (in
English) all the whole numbers from
zero to infinity in alphabetical order. I
knew this would take a while, but I
made a start while watching England
play Panama.
I figured out that the first number
on my alphabetical list of numbers is
‘Eight’. What was the second number
on the list?
After a while I tired of the task so,
when England played Belgium, I
jumped to the last page. I reckoned
that the last entry must be ‘Zero’. But
what is the second-last number on the
alphabetical list?
Loosely based on BBC Radio 4’s
Puzzle of the day (No. 225).

B

TIM SIMMONS IS

THE VERMINATOR
Pest control services

ALL
INSECTS
FOXES
RABBITS
AND
ANTS

WASPS
GLIS-GLIS
SQUIRREL
RATS
MICE
MOLES

FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE
LOW PRICES - HIGH QUALITY

07734649305
WE WILL ALSO PROOF YOUR
HOUSE/PREMISES TO STOP THEM
COMING BACK

Answer to last month’s puzzle

A

bove is the
view in the
early 1900s of
the
Swan
Bottom
crossroads: right is the
same view today. The
photographs
were
taken looking down
Kiln Hill, coming from
The Lee.
Notice in the
earlier picture the neat
hay-stacks,
fewer
trees, lower hedges,
building work at
Blacksmith’s,
the
absence of potholes... and not a
Model T Ford in sight!

1900s image sourced by Mr J H Venn and
SWOP - www.swop.org.uk
2018 picture sourced by Jonathan Batten & Co.

Given that all of the Flower Show
helpers are saying something different,
we can conclude that that there cannot
be more than one than person telling
the truth: if there was, then at least two
of them would be saying the same
thing. So, it follows that at least four of
them are lying and have eaten the cake.
All five can’t have eaten the cake
because that is what Liz said and, if she
is herself a cake-eater, then she should
be lying, not telling the truth.
So we are left with exactly one
person telling the truth and four cake
eaters… which is what George said.
So… we can conclude that George
is the only one telling the truth and
Chris, Sam, Charlie and Liz are the
four that ate the Flower Show cake!
Mmmh… delicious!

Garden Design | Driveways
Patios & Paving | Brickwork
Fencing & Decking
Turfing & Planting | Groundworks
Concrete Works
Footings & Underpinning
Excavations & Roadways
Tel: 01494 258632
Mob: 07788 939395
kingsashlandcapes@hotmail.com
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Thursday 26th. The Arts Society
Ballinger. ‘Galle, Lalique and their
Contemporary French Glassmakers’
with Dianna Lloyd: 8:00 pm. Guests £8.
The fastest way to let everyone in the
Parish know about an event you are
arranging is to publish it right here in
the Newsletter. Contact the editor by
the 12th of the previous month (see
contact details on page 1).

July
Every Sunday in July and August
Cream teas at the Old Church: 3:00 to
5:00 pm. (Just one more volunteer
needed to lead on Sunday 15th July.
Details from Bette Brumpton 837246.)
Thursday 5th. The Lee Walking Group.
Meet at The Lee green at 9:30 am.
Thursday 5th. Ballinger Horticultural
Society. Saville Gardens’ with Roger
Askew: 8:00 pm.
Saturday 7th. Coffee Morning at the
Methodist Church.
Thursday 12th. The Lee Parish
Council Meeting at the Parish Hall
7:30 pm. (Note change of date.)
Tuesday 10th. Ballinger Evening WI.
‘The Disappearance of Major Glen
Miller’ with Tony Eaton: 8:00 pm.
Saturday 21st. The Lee Flower Show
and Dance. See pages 18 to 21.

THE LEEWAY – YOUR
VILLAGE SUPPORT TEAM
If you have difficulty getting to your
doctor or the hospital, doing your
shopping or would like a home visit and
a friendly chat, then please ring:

01494 837177
Mon - Fri: 10 am - 4 pm. Sat: 10 am 12 noon. Please give us reasonable notice
of your requirement to help us organise it.

Coming soon
Thursday 2 nd August. The Lee
Walking Group. Meet on the green at
9:30 am.
Saturday 4th August. Coffee Morning.
Lee Common Methodist Church 10:30
am to 12 noon.
Tuesday 7th August. HS2 Exhibition
at Ballinger Hall. The HS2 viaducts in
the Chilterns AONB. See page 9.
Tuesday 11th September. Ballinger
Evening WI. ‘Jordan – Land of the
Black Iris’ with John Noakes: 8:00 pm.
Friday 28th September. Macmillan
Coffee Morning at Furzefield Farm,
9:00 am to 12 noon. See page 2.
Tuesday 9th October. Ballinger Evening
WI. ‘The Spy Who Loved Himself’ with
Michael Kushner: 8:00 pm.
Tuesday 13th November. Ballinger
Evening WI. ‘Supershoes’ with Anne
Bauling: 8:00 pm.
Saturday 17th November. Roving
Supper. 7:30 pm in the Parish Hall.
Details later.

Directory of
local contacts
Ballinger Horticultural Society
Chairperson: Brenda Gover
info@ballingerhorti.co.uk
Ballinger War Memorial Hall
Bookings: Jane Ogden, 837379
Ballinger Evening W.I.
Contact: Frankie Little, 837659
frankie.little@btinternet.com

Lee Common C of E School
School office, 837267
office@leecommon.bucks.sch.uk
Lee Common Methodist Church
Marian Tomkins, 837479
Lee Common Scouts
Scout Leader Thomas Brockett:
837294 or brockett8@hotmail.com
Leeside Nursery
Melissa Reading, 837719
www.leesidenurseryschool.co.uk
Shop @ The Lee
Symeon Economou, 837195
theleeshop@yahoo.co.uk
St John the Baptist Church
See centre pages.
St Mary’s Ballinger
Contact: Anne Ellis, 837247
anne.ellis1004@gmail.com
The Art Society Ballinger
Chairman, Peter Archer, 837933
ballinger@theartssociety.org
The Lee Cricket Club
www.theleecc.org.uk
Secretary, Mike Harris,
07788 345555
The Lee Flower Show
Chairman, Jonathan Batten,
837450
The Lee Newsletter
theleenewsletter@googlemail.com
The Lee Old Church Trust
Secretary: Pam Garner 837501
The Lee Parish Council
Clerk: Liz van Hullen, 758800
theleeparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk
www.thelee-pc.org.uk
Allotments: Alison Weir, 837529
The Lee Parish Hall Committee
Bookings: Anne Barnett, 837796
Chairman: Tony Lea, 837237
The Leeway
Contact, 837177
Vocal Lees
Jeannette Batten, 837450

The Newsletter

T

he Lee Newsletter is published 10
times a year and distributed free to
all households in the parish… and
a little beyond. The views expressed in it
are not necessarily those of the Editor.
We welcome original letters and
articles of general interest and relevance
to The Lee. Copy should be sent to
theleenewsletter@googlemail.com or, if
on paper, to the Editor of the month (see
page 1) by the 12th of each month.
Letters should ideally run to no more
than 200 words and articles to no more
than 700 words; material may be edited
and may appear on the village website
www.thelee.org.uk unless consent is
specifically withheld. Anonymous
contributions are not accepted.
To advertise or place an insert, please
contact Paul Apicella on 837377 by the
th
12 of the previous month.
If you have photographs for
publication please contact Jonathan
Batten on 837450 or email
battenjonathan@hotmail.com.
For queries regarding distribution
contact Barnaby Usborne on 837382.
Other members of the Editorial
team: Peter Archer, Zoe Berkeley,
Richard Dickinson, Phil Harrison, Jen
Ogley, Adam Speller and Colin Sully.
Printed by Strongs: 01442 878592.

To book the Parish Hall
or Scout Hut
’phone Anne Barnett on 837796
9 am - 1 pm
6 pm 2 pm - 6 pm
midnight
Mon - Fri
£30 or £10/hr £45 or £10/hr
Sat/Sun
£12/hr
£70
Bank Holiday £12/hr
£70
Car park only
£10
Crockery/cutlery £15 (hire outside the hall)

Rates

