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From the Editor Celebrate the
armistice
centenary
By Peter Archer
aving spent the past 10 years or
so agonising about the folly and
the threats to our community
and environment of HS2, we are now
beginning to see preliminary work start
on building the Haul Road which will
result in growing difficulty in being able
to reach Great Missenden. A testing time
lies ahead not only with HS2 but also
with the continuing Brexit chaos!
Nevertheless, life in The Lee
continues on with much to look
forward to over the remaining months
of the year. Next month we can look
forward to the Annual Bonfire and
Fireworks and, later in the month, will
see the return of the Roving Supper.
The Lee Newsletter has been
running now for over 16 years and has
a particular style of its own which
appears to be admired by its readers.
To maintain and develop its style and
content we need from time to time to
refresh the Editorial Team with a new
member or two who would be
prepared to join us and even edit the
occasional Newsletter.
Next month’s editor is Phil
Harrison. If you have some material
for the November edition please send
it to him by October 12 th at
theleenewsletter@googlemail.com

H

Sales & Lettings
64 High Street Great Missenden
Buckinghamshire HP16 0AN
Tel: 01494 890990
email: info@jeremyswan.co.uk
www.jeremyswan.co.uk

By The Lee Old Church
Trust Committee
on’t let the headlines about
Brexit, Donald Trump and the
rest get in the way. The one
really big event that should be top of all
of our minds is the 100th anniversary of
the end of The First World War.
Here at The Lee Old Church we’ve
got a very special line-up of talented
people joining us on Sunday 11th
November at 7:30 pm to help us
celebrate the allied forces victory in
true British style.
Bells from a thousand churches will
ring out in unison across England,
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland at
7:05 pm, including here in our very own
Parish Church to commemorate the day.
And as the final peals fade, at 7:30
pm, we’ll begin sharing the moment
with a selection of readings, poetry and
songs performed by many gifted people
from the Parish (and some who are
returning from far and wide for the
occasion). You’ll even get the chance
to join in for a chorus or two of “Keep
the Home Fires Burning” and “Sister
Susie’s Sewing Shirts for Soldiers”.
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All followed, of course, by some
WWI-style canapés, ale from the
Chiltern Brewery and locally
produced cider and apple juice.
So don’t miss your chance to join
in on this up-lifting evening. Call
Jilly Carleton-Smith on 837205 or
Pam Garner on 837501 to reserve
your tickets now – they are just £10
each, which includes refreshments.

Children’s fort replacement

Appeal for
bell-ringers

By Hayley Farrelly, Clerk
ork to re-furbish the covers
on the water troughs at the
allotments has been
recently completed. The work has been
well received by allotment holders.

The owner of land at Kingsgate
Farm (the former chicken farm at Lee
Gate) has approached the Parish
Council with the outline of a plan for
the clearance and re-development of
the site, in part for housing, with some
of the site being gifted to the parish.
A great deal more detail needs to be
provided before the council or residents
can take a proper view on the proposal;
it is also by no means certain that such
a proposal would receive planning
permission. The Parish Council is
continuing to discuss the idea with the
owner’s agents, with a view to seeing if
a proposal can be produced which
would clear up this derelict site and
would be acceptable locally.
It is anticipated that when the
owner comes forward with a more
detailed scheme, a local engagement
event will take place, before any new
planning application is submitted by
the owner.

The Lee war memorial

Duke of Edinburgh walkers

The Parish Council has also
commissioned work to be carried out
on the war memorial on the green
ahead of Remembrance Day:
 DOFF steam cleaning to remove the
lichen and improve the legibility of
the inscriptions,
 Resetting / repointing parts of the
surrounding pavement.

The Council has recently made
contact with the organisers of the
Duke of Edinburgh Scheme and also
Braidwood to discuss issues arising
from inappropriate behaviour by some
of the young people whilst walking
through the parish over the summer.
Whilst both organisations were
disappointed to hear there had been

By Rod Neal
s noted above, we will be
‘Ringing out for Peace’ at St
John the Baptist church at 7:05
pm on Sunday 11th November. Please
come along: volunteer bell-ringers
welcome – contact Rod Neal 837283.
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The Lee Parish
Council news

W

The Council is discussing a contract
with a supplier for the replacement of
the fort at the playground, following the
success in being granted funds from the
HS2 Community and Environment Fund
(CEF). It is hoped to have the work
undertaken over the winter, with the new
fort ready for use in the spring of 2019.

issues, without specific dates of when
these issues occurred, they were
unable to act upon them. If you come
across inappropriate behaviour in the
future, please make a note of the time
and place – and if possible the name of
the group – and let us know.

Kingsgate Farm proposals

General Permitted Development
permits “a gate, fence, wall or other
means of enclosure adjacent to a
highway used by vehicular traffic.
However, other than in the case of
schools the permission is limited to
fencing that does not exceed one metre
in height above ground level”.
That is not to say that you can’t have
fencing more than one metre adjacent to
the highway, but simply that you will
need to obtain planning permission.
Where a higher fence has been
erected and where the Council considers
that planning permission should not be
given, an Enforcement Notice to
remove the fencing may be issued.
If you have any comments or
questions relating to parish council
business please send them to the clerk:
theleeparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk

Boundary fencing
As well as being the local planning
authority for planning applications in
The Lee, Chiltern District Council
(CDC) also rules on breaches of
planning control.
Over the summer, CDC has ruled
on breaches of agricultural occupancy
conditions, on material change of use,
on the construction of hard-standing
and on the erection of fences and
walls… all carried out without the
required planning permission.
Full details as to what constitutes
‘Permitted Development’ can be
obtained from CDC. It’s not entirely
straightforward and it is more
complicated in the Green Belt and in
Conservation Areas.
The planning policy on fences
and walls illustrates why it is always
a good idea to check before starting
a development.

Cromar
Carpets Ltd
CARPETS, VINYL AND
WOOD FLOORING
SUPPLIED AND FITTED

9-11 STATION APPROACH
GREAT MISSENDEN
01494 862125
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Sun sets on
our sunflowers
By The Lee Sunflower Club
t wasn’t just the sun that was
beaming on The Lee Green late
one September afternoon. There
were big grins all round as some of
The Lee’s green-fingered (and not so
green-fingered) neighbours met up on
the Lee Green (with the kind
permission of Mrs Stewart-Liberty)
for the inaugural Sunflower Club
Grand Prize-Giving.
Tall tales were swapped, surviving
sunflowers were admired and more
than a few glasses were raised while
everyone mixed and mingled happily
waiting for the results of our strictlyfor-fun competition to be announced.
At the end of the afternoon, just
before all the plates of goodies and all
the wine were polished off, our 2018
winners were revealed to be Jen and
Phil Ogley who topped the height
charts with a neck-aching eight footer.
The consolation prize went to Pippa
and Chris Bannister who’d had their
entry axed down to a stump by their
gardener who mistook their potential
winner for a compost-binner.
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Jen and Phil Ogley receiving first prize

If success can be measured in
smiles, everyone had a great time and
it was the perfect end to a summer of
growing fun.
But now this year’s crop of
sunflowers has hit the dust, what’s the
future for the Sunflower Club in The
Lee? Definitely bright – this is one
Club that can grow and grow and grow.

Your letters
To the Editor
September readers who were interested
in the article ‘Then and now: the
Baptist chapel’ may like to know that a
great deal of further information on the
Baptists in Lee Common can be found
in an interesting article by Neil Rees at:
http://www.sbhs.org.uk/articles/
leecommon.
This includes the fact that the
Baptists first met in The Lee in 1827
and that, at its peak, the Baptist Sunday
School had 80 children attending!
Graham Pearce
Lee Common
To the Editor
Many readers will be familiar with the
6:15 pm ‘non-service’ bus that returns
each day, at the end of its service to
Chartridge, to the depot in Aylesbury,
via Swan Bottom, Lee Gate, Kings
Ash and Rocky Lane, causing many a
heart-stopping moment for anyone
coming the other way.
Individuals and the Parish
Council have written to the bus
company and BCC suggesting that
this may not be an entirely safe
route. However, the bus company

insists that drivers have the right to
use this route back to the depot, but
they have issued notices reminding
drivers to take extra care.
At the end of August, the 6:15
‘non-service’ bus suddenly stopped
outside our house at Swan Bottom and
queues quickly built up in both
directions. Thinking there may have
been an accident, I went out to offer
assistance, only to find the bus driver
and a car driver trying to catch a stray
dog in the middle of the road. The bus
driver caught the dog, but not knowing
whose dog it was, the car driver kindly
took the animal to Chesham dog rescue
where its chip was read and it was
safely returned to its local owner.
Funny old world!
Colin Sully
Swan Bottom
To the Editor
Ernest Brown’s passion for cricket
saw him generously leave a
contribution to The Lee Cricket Club
to ensure the sport remained an
integral part of village life.
As
a
family,
we
were
overwhelmed to learn that some of this
money will be invested in a chair for
the grounds which will be a fitting
honour to the man who has been a
Vice President for many years and
dedicated his life to playing and
watching cricket at this very club.
We look forward to soaking up the
rays with his great-grandchildren
when it’s installed and teaching them
all about the sport.
Thank you for the kind thought
which has touched us all.
Betty, Robert, Margaret and Sally
Hunts Green

J Brown Funeral Services
67 Woodside Road, Amersham, HP6 6AA
01494 727474 (24 hours)
A truly independent family funeral directors
Bespoke and traditional services
Private chapels of rest
Pre-paid funeral plans
Off street client parking
Home visits

Contact Jason Brown on: 01494 727474
jason@jbrownfuneralservices.co.uk

Recommended by
The Good Funeral Guide
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HS2 update
By Ruth Fowler and Colin Sully, The
Lee Parish Council
he HS2 project as a whole
continues to amaze (even by its
own amazing standards).
In September we learned that the
Phase 2 Bill in Parliament is being
delayed by a year, with the rail
technology press reporting that HS2
could finish in Birmingham with
“classic compatibles taking passengers
north”. What exactly might that do for
the business case?
At about the same time, HS2 Ltd’s
Managing Director of Phase 2 decided
it was time for him to leave and take
on a new job… in Canada!
Also in September, a survey of
British adults on their views on the

T

planned building of HS2 (by ComRes
for the Daily Express) found:
 Two thirds of British adults do not
think HS2 would benefit them
personally at all
 Three in five British adults think
that HS2 is poor value for money
 85% of British adults would rather
the government spent the money
on improving the capacity of
existing railways instead of
building HS2.
The Secretary of State continues to
maintain that the project is “on time
and on budget”... in the same way he
also told Parliament that Crossrail was
“on time and on budget”. Surely Mr
Grayling’s days are numbered… and
hopefully this project.

Local engagement events
HS2 Ltd’s Main Works Contractor
(EK JV) showed the public their plans
for the design of the Wendover Dean
and Small Dean viaducts at public
engagement events in September.
Questions raised by residents at the
Ballinger event elicited the following:

1. The work to construct the Haul
Road at Great Missenden will not
now start until end-October. The
work at present (see picture above)
is ‘enabling works’ i.e. biorehousing and archaeology.

2. The Parish Council continues to
press for noise barriers to be
included on both sides of the
Wendover Dean viaduct (as
opposed to just the Dunsmore side).
EK reported that noise modelling
has been completed but proposals
are not yet available as they are still
working through the data.
3. Although it is not part of the
assumed ‘noise impacted area’
requests have been made for baseline
noise readings to be taken at Swan
Bottom (as well as at other locations
in the parish). If HS2 Ltd are correct
and this area is not impacted then
‘happy days’, but if they are wrong
then at least we can have an
objective discussion.
4. The spoil movement strategy is still
incomplete; it is therefore unclear
what size/kind of temporary spoil
heap will be required at Hunts Green
Farm. The planning application is
therefore on hold until they know
what they are applying for.
5. The aim is to take all spoil along the
trace thus minimising movements on
the A413; however there will be a
significant traffic impact for the first
year or so whilst they are building
the compounds and viaducts.
6. Although the brief given to EK does
not include a specific task to carry
out any work at the Rocky Lane
junction with the A413, it is
recognised that they may need to
make temporary changes during
some periods.
7. Civil engineering construction
locally will not take the full seven
years. There will be work carried
out locally for the full period, but
the second half of the period will

Pilates
@HOME

‘FLEXIBLE TO THE CORE’
1 to 1 Pilates… in the comfort and
convenience of your own home

Mat Pilates for all abilities
Improves posture, flexibility,
core strength, muscle tone
and sports performance
Individuals [or small groups of up to 4]
Qualified Mat Pilates instructor for
Beginner, Intermediate and
Advanced Levels
“In ten sessions you will feel the difference,
in 20 you will see the difference and in 30
you will have a whole new body”
… Joseph Pilates
If you are interested or require further
information please contact:

Karen on 07790 081670

Email: info@karensabsolutepilates.co.uk
www.karensabsolutepilates.co.uk
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be track and associated works
rather than construction.

Trust and assurance
The Lee Parish Council has still not
received a satisfactory response to its
first formal complaint (about an agreed
traffic survey on hill-top lanes) and has
now escalated the complaint.
The temporary traffic-lights in
August, on the A413 just south of
Wendover, certainly had a major
impact on hill-top traffic… and that
was during the school holidays!

Want more information?
The proposed Wendover Dean viaduct

Anyone who was unable to attend
an event but would like to give some
feedback can find the publicity booklet
here: https://tinyurl.com/y7t3sxy7 and
the questionnaire used here: https://
www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/
Wendoverquestionnaire/

HS2 Ltd and contractors’ staff
continue to be on hand to receive
your queries at their Drop-ins at Gt
Missenden library (2:00 to 6:00
pm) on Friday 19th October and Friday
16 t h November… and also at
Wendover library (2:00 to 7:00 pm)
on Tuesday 23rd October (from 3:00)
and Thursday 22nd November.
Do call in!

Liaison
KINGSHILL HS2
Forum
CARS FOR ALL OCCASIONS
CHILTERNS
AIRPORTS
LONDON
01494 868699
Email: bookings@kingshillcars.co.uk

From Chiltern District Council
ouncillors and members of the
public are invited to attend the
HS2 Community Liaison Forum at the Chiltern District Council
offices on Monday 29th October from
6:00 to 8:00 pm. HS2 and their contractors will give a presentation on the
current work programme and future
plans for the local area. This session
will be an update from the last forum
which was held on 26th March.
This is an opportunity to hear directly from the contractors, to understand their approach to the work and to

C

ask questions to the experts delivering
the work on the ground.
Please reserve your place by confirming your attendance via email to
HS2Team@Chiltern.gov.uk.

New calendar
and other news
from the Shop
By Symeon Economou
he idea of a ‘The Lee’ calendar
has been around for a couple of
years and I am pleased to
report the final draft for 2019 is now
with the printers. We have had fun
selecting the 12 photographs from
wonderful portfolios by Chrissie
Ratcliffe and Tony Rigby. We have
aimed to show The Lee and the
surrounding AONB in all its glory
throughout the seasons and we hope
you like the result. The calendars will
be available exclusively in the Shop at
The Lee from the end of September.
This has been the result of much hard
work by Katie Michaelson-Yates.
By the time this edition is out we
will have trialled a new range of fresh

T

ready meals by Toby Sharman, a
new local chef who is well on the
way to establishing himself in the
area. Toby intends to vary his menus
over time and, consistent with our
aim to support local producers, we
hope his meals find a good market in
the Shop.
Of necessity we are already
thinking about Christmas. For those
new to the area, we offer customers
the opportunity to order their
Christmas fayre from the Shop,
including turkeys, meats, bread,
vegetables, etc. for collection on
Christmas Eve. In the meantime Katie
is working hard sourcing lots of
wonderful goodies for our November
Christmas Food and Gift Market,
which will be held in the Parish Hall
on Saturday 10th November.

Pippa Hart
Photography

HOLIDAY HOME TO LET
IN SPAIN
GAUCIN - ANDALUCIA
3 Bedroom property with pool
in the hilltop white village of Gaucin.
Stunning views of Mediterranean,
Gibraltar and Moroccan Hills.

Ring now for availability
Tel. 01494 837602
www.casa-mirador.com

Natural & Informal
Black &White
Portraits
01494 837340
www.pippahart.com
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Novi Most
International
By Linda Eldridge
ovi Most has moved its UK
office from Chesham to Lee
Common Methodist Church.
We moved here in August and already
it’s feeling like home. We would like
to take this opportunity to introduce
ourselves to our new neighbours. We
have been made very welcome by
everyone we’ve met through the
Church and special thanks to the
Church Treasurer Graham and his wife
Susan for all their help.
So a little bit about Novi Most. We
are a Christian Charity working with
young people in Bosnia and

N

Herzegovina (BiH). Novi Most has
been working in BiH since the end of
the war in the mid 90s. Back then the
need was for humanitarian aid; today
the needs are different. At a glance the
country looks like it has recovered
from its conflict but there are deep
underlying issues that stop it moving
towards peace and prosperity.

time basis and are here roughly
between 9:30 am and 3:30 pm, Monday
to Friday. We would love to see you or
give us a call on 01494 793242.

County news
By Councillor Tricia
Birchley
uring one of the
best summers
on record, it was
good to see so many
people enjoying the Flower Show on
21st July. My purchases quickly
became very heavy, and the works of
art and flower tent were full of
Buckinghamshire talent. Despite the
heat and the lack of rain, wonderful
specimens were on show
Pull the plug on HS2, I’m sure we’d
all agree. Currently the Press is very
negative and I was concerned at a recent
HS2 presentation which showed how
compromised the A413 could be during
the construction phase. At the last full
Council meeting in July I raised a
question about traffic management and
there is no certainty yet as to how the
A413 will cope with demand. HS2 will
surely bring more people to London to
work; I can’t see people in the capital
using a prestige service to earn their
living in Birmingham.
Over the summer the Forestry
Commission has been completing the
redevelopment of Wendover Woods,
with over £5 million spent on car and
coach parks, new roads and a visitor
centre. By comparison with Coombe
Hill, there is less wildlife and it is no
longer possible to drive through
without payment. I feel strongly that

D
Novi Most means New Bridge
and our team on the ground acts as
that bridge for young people. We
provide that safe environment where
young people from any ethnic
background can meet and make
friends. We provide creative
opportunities – in art, music, etc. as
well as IT and English classes for
young people to develop their skills.
We provide inclusive social activities
in the communities we are working in
and organise joint trips between our
locations to help young people get a
better picture of their country.
Our teams are working in four
towns and cities – Mostar since 1994,
Capljina since 2007, Jajce since 2010
and Sarajevo since 2015. We have 13
team members together with their
families. Katie and Linda work here in
the UK office.
We feel very blessed to be at Lee
Common and invite anyone who wants
to visit us to do so. We work on a part

visitor numbers in the Chilterns
AONB must be managed and have
tried to establish whether there was a
public consultation on these changes
and who granted planning permission.
Buckinghamshire students excelled
again this year at A level and GCSE. A
number achieved A* in all their GCSEs
while many received all A* or A at A
level. This enables them to access
higher education at a university of their
choice and is well above the national
average. We really do congratulate our
young people and the excellent
teaching staff at our local schools.
Please let me know if I can raise
your concerns with officers at County
Hall. I would also remind you that the
Community Leaders Fund is available
to pump prime local projects.
Tricia Birchley: 01296 651823
pbirchley@buckscc.gov.uk
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Lee Common
C of E
School
By Sonia Brock
t is with great sadness that we will
be bidding a fond farewell to two
of our School Governors. Ros
Morris, Community Governor, who
has served for nine years and Sarah
Graham, Parent Governor will be
leaving us to move on to pastures new
in Mach 2019.
We would like to thank them
both for their hard work, dedication
and commitment to the children,
staff and local community during
their roles as Governors at Lee
Common School. Both will be
hugely missed.
If you would be interested in
applying for either the role of
Community Governor or Parent
Governor, or to find out more
information of what these roles would
entail, please contact Liz Howard on:
office@leecommon.bucks.sch.uk

I

The Glass
House
By Zoe Berkeley, Features Editor
here are many miles between
Christleton, just outside
Chester, where Bryony
Benwell now lives and The Lee, but
that doesn’t stop her frequently
coming back to the place where she
grew up to visit her mother who still
resides in Lee Common.

T

Bryony started her business The
Glass House in 2000, specialising in
the design and creation of bespoke
stained glass windows, kiln formed
glass and glass sculptures. She left The
Lee after attending Lee Common
School and The Misbourne School to
go on to Manchester Polytechnic in
1987 to study History of Art.

achievements there was when she
restored a huge window in
Magdalen College Oxford that had
been removed to protect it during the
war. With large crates filled with small
pieces and only a black and white
photograph of the original to work
with, Bryony recalls having “the
mammoth but incredibly satisfying
task of restoring it to its original
beauty. It took about a year.”
Growing up in the countryside
definitely ignited Bryony’s creative
passion, with nature and light being a
huge influence. Some of her greatest
childhood memories are from times
spent in the beech woods around the
Chilterns. She considered the fields
and woods around Ballinger and Lee
Common her ‘playground’ as a child.

Hooked from the start
Bryony in her workshop

Soon after, she was offered the
opportunity of a four-year
apprenticeship at the York Glaziers
Trust, the oldest and largest specialist
stained glass conservation studio in
Britain. Bryony became the first
woman to work there in its history.
York Glaziers Trust is a charitable
trust dedicated to the care and
conservation of historic stained glass
in York Minster and throughout the
UK. Her apprenticeship allowed
Bryony to become proficient in both
design and conservation of medieval
stained glass.
Bryony then went on to manage a
team for eight years at Chapel Studio
in Hertfordshire, which specialises in
both restoration and new commissions
of church and corporate stained glass.
She recalls one of her greatest

She credits her parents for always
encouraging her and her brother Nick
to follow the careers they wanted and
Bryony’s passion for stained glass was
evident to her mother, with whom
Bryony worked at Missenden Abbey
during her University holidays.
It was there that she ‘first tried
stained glass’ when attending a course
run by David Wasely. “I was hooked
from the start and ended up being paid
in stained glass courses!” University
further sparked her interest in the use
of light in architecture influencing her
to focus more on stained glass over
other mediums. I ask Bryony if she
has a favourite piece that she has
created or worked on and she tells me
that there are too many to pin down,
but she eventually narrows it down to
a small window in Hope Church in
North Wales, a beautiful Grade I listed

church that she considers “such a
privilege to work in.”
Something as specialist as stained
glass has taken Bryony around the
country but she has vivid and fond
memories of her ‘charmed childhood’
growing up in Ballinger, a place she
still frequents with her husband as
well as her brother and his family. “I
remember waiting for Father
Christmas to arrive on the Round
Table float every year with great
excitement! I used to take all my
teddies from my bedroom outside and
line them up on the bench in our
porch, so they could see him. Hearing
the carols getting closer and closer is
something I will never forget!”
If you would like to find out more
about Bryony and The Glass House
visit www.theglasshousedesigns.co.uk

SHORT-TERM
RENTALS
From £295 per week (all inclusive)

Self-catering holiday
or temporary accommodation
at Lee Common
Moving house?
Completion dates don’t coincide?
House sale falls through?
Builders outstaying their welcome?

Expecting Visitors?
Need extra accommodation?
Self-contained Period Property:
sleeps four guests

Tel: 01494 837798
e-mail: lowerbassibones@yahoo.co.uk
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Message from
Revd David
Burgess

A

s always over the last few
months, my thanks go to all
for your work in keeping the
work of the four parishes going. It was
great to catch up with some of you
over the summer.
I’m making good progress. My
voice in particular has improved a lot
over the past few weeks – not 100%, but
well on the way. Penny and I have been
able to take a couple of short breaks.
I wasn’t able to return to work in
mid-September, as I’d originally
thought; it’s being put back for a
while. There are no worries at all

about my recovery – it’s just that both
the Diocese and the medics want to
make sure that everything is covered
before we commit to a final decision
as when and how I return to work. I do
think it’ll be a matter of a delay of
weeks, though, rather than any longer.
Best wishes, David.

Services for
October
7th

8:00am
10:00am

14th 10:00am
21st 10:00am
26th 10:00am

St Mary’s, Ballinger
7th

9:30am

Harvest Communion
with refreshments

HC

Revd Janet Whales
Old Church
AA Lay-led; Joint
with Lee Common
Methodist
PC
Harvest Festival.
Revd Alan Davies
Matins Revd Janet Whales
PC
Revd Teresia
Derlen

Contacts: Vicar: The Revd David
Burgess (01494-837315).
Churchwardens: Roderick Neal
(01494-837264) and Trevor Pearce
(01494-837601). Verger: Bill Pearce
(01494-785191). Treasurer: David
Stephenson (01494-867617).

Methodist Church
7th
th

Tel: 01494 258632
Mob: 07788 939395
kingsashlandcapes@hotmail.com

If you would like to come and
join us for our Harvest Supper on
Saturday 27th October 6:30 - 7:00
pm please contact Jan Moseley on
01494 837594.

St John the Baptist

HC Holy Communion (said)
PC Parish Communion (sung)
AA All-age service

Garden Design | Driveways
Patios & Paving | Brickwork
Fencing & Decking
Turfing & Planting | Groundworks
Concrete Works
Footings & Underpinning
Excavations & Roadways

Our next Coffee Morning will
be on Saturday 6th October, 10:30 12:00 noon. All are welcome.

14
21st
28th

10:00am

AA

3:00pm
3:00pm
3:00pm

HC

Joint at St John
the Baptist
Revd Nigel Wright
Pam Sitford
Harvest Festival
Revd Nigel Wright

From the
archives - Pt 1
By the Editorial Team
his picture from a postcard
around 1900 is titled ‘The Lee
Vicarage’ but it is not the
vicarage as we know it today. Can you
place it?
Turn to page 22 to find the answer.
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More from the
‘Accidental
Vigneron’
By Hale Valley Vineyard
ah, the capriciousness of
expectation – could this year
produce a decent crop? A
perfect summer; the best since 1976
all say, and plenty in the news about
English wine. But, ‘could’, because
after doing a ‘bunch count’ (literally
counting the bunches on a couple of
rows and extrapolating to the whole),
it’s a bit disappointing – but a heck of
a lot better than the last two years
though, so no complaints.
Winegrowers had sun at the right
time and warmth for the flowers to set.
Not for everybody though – our
(Brexit) cousins (I’m letting slip my
own persuasions here), the French,
have had a very difficult time of it –
rain at the wrong time and mildew
galore. So will this year be the year

A
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that the UK produces more than 10
million bottles? It could well be and, if
so, that’s double the quantity from 10
years ago. There’s been a lot of
planting of vineyards over the last few
years – mainly now the champagne
varieties of Chardonnay, Pinot Noir
and Pinot Meuniere. Quite a few in
Bucks, with such luminaries as the
Laithwaite family. No Tattainger here
yet, though.
So, back to our little vineyard – a bit
over an acre of mainly Bacchus and
Findling grapes – popular at the time of
planting in 1988. Everyone thought the
German varieties to be the most suitable
back then. In fact our winemaker, Vince
of Stanlake Park in Twyford, who’s
been making wine from Bacchus for
many years, swears by it. Others do too,
so maybe we don’t need climate change.

Last year we were troubled by
animals and birds eating our ripe
grapes (and we didn’t have many of
them in the first place!). So this year
we’ve gone high-tech and installed a
remote camera. It’s been triggered a
few times and we think the guilty
parties are either muntjac or fox or
both – but nothing has yet been caught
in the act, mouth stuffed with grapes.
The sugar in the grapes is already
nearly what it was when we picked
last year (middle of October) and we
think it’s going to get better yet (and
I’m sure the muntjacs and foxes are
thinking the same – for them, is it one
sweet now or two sweets later?).

Mervyn’s
Carpet & Upholstery
Cleaning Services
Independent carpet cleaning
specialist with over 30 years
experience.
CARPETS. UPHOLSTERY.
RUGS. HARD FLOOR.
CARPET PROTECTION.
FULLY INSURED.
Friendly and reliable service.
Most work by recommendation.
Environmentally friendly
cleaning materials.
For a no obligation quote ’phone
01525 371724 or 07975 847027
Email: mersu@btinternet.com

A friend has vineyards in France
and for many years he’s used electric
fencing against wild boar who have a
particular predilection for ripe grapes
in the hills. There, they are spoilt for
choice where the vineyards are wallto-wall. I somehow don’t think electric
fencing will help us, but I would be
happier meeting muntjac in the
vineyard rather than a wild boar!
To get a reasonable crop, we now
need continued sunshine and warmth
and rain to increase the juice quantities
in the grapes. The other day it rained
and you could virtually watch the

grapes swelling – but no rain just
before we pick please, as it dilutes the
sugar levels. You just can’t win.
Actually it’s the sugar and acid
content when picked which really
informs the decision as to whether we
go for still or sparkling. Sparkling
wines need the sugar but also more
acid, which grapes in the UK tend to
have. After the 2014 harvest, I asked
Vince his views and, quite
conspiratorially, he whispered in my
ear, “I can make a better fizz out of
not quite so good grapes – we’ve got
two shots at it” (referring to the double
fermentation required to make fizz) –
clearly our grapes weren’t that good.
That was then and this is now; the
long-range forecast is for warmer than
average temperatures and not much rain.
Here’s to keeping fingers
crossed…
Hale Valley Vineyard
(07740) 858683
www.halevalleywine.com

Bridge too far?
By Rita Sully et al
e recently bid this hand to
game and then made all the
tricks and realised we
should have bid a slam.

W
♠J72
♥J654
♦Q73
♣J96

♠8643
♥7
♦ A K 10 8 6
♣A75
♠95
♥982
♦952
♣ K Q 10 8 2
♠ A K Q 10
♥ A K Q 10 3
♦J4
♣43
Dealer: West
Vulnerability: N / S

Our bidding went as follows:
W
N
E
S
1♥
1♠
4♠
With K♣ led, all 13 tricks were
made. How might you have bid the
slam? See page 25.

MARTIN THE MILKMAN
Refrigerated delivery of fresh
milk, dairy produce, bread,
eggs, fruit juices and more.
To place an order call
01442 833944
PHONES MANNED 4 PM – 6 PM
ANSWERPHONE AT OTHER TIMES
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HS2 local
community
funding?
By Linda Cooke
n July I made a trip down
‘memory lane’, a brief visit to
Weights and Measures in South
Heath, formerly The Black Horse Pub
and now owned by HS2.

I

I had not been inside the building
for 30 years and was surprised at the
very small bar area and the much
larger, more recently added gym. No
sign of the Juke box!
A recent survey, undertaken by
Great Missenden PC, had enquired of
residents in South Heath and Ballinger
what projects they might suggest

which could attract funding from the
HS2 Community Fund.
Exploring the use of Weights &
Measures as a community facility was
one of the top ideas.
An initial exploration of the state
and size of the building was needed
before gathering suggestions for any
potential use, hence the visit.
It is possible that HS2 may want it
for their own use (maybe an
information centre for all the tourists
expected at the portal to experience
high speed from the viewing platform!)
And sustainability of funding could
be an issue for the community, though
a shared use could provide a solution.
The other suggestions were:
* To build a sustainable surface for
the often very puddled car park in
Ballinger and thus discourage folk
from parking along Ballinger Road
and blocking residents in.
* To continue the pavement
through South Heath and down Frith
Hill to join up with the existing
footpath along the B485.
* To explore the building of a
village website, similar to that in The
Lee which is so successful, allowing
the two communities of South Heath

and Ballinger to share news and views.
Currently this idea is being taken up
by the PC who are investigating the
possibility of a parish website with
separate areas for the three Wards of
P r estw o od; G r e a t Mis send en;
Ballinger with South Heath.
This should not rule out the
possibility of an individual or group
based in Ballinger /South Heath taking
on the task of a website just for the
two hamlets if this proved to be a
better option in the future, especially if
financial help from HS2 was secured.
Offers welcome!
Further detailed exploration of these
ideas is needed before submitting an
application to HS2 for funding.
Whilst the initial paper survey was
hand delivered to 400 houses this is
not feasible in the long term. We
would like to both consult and inform
residents. To keep in touch, please
send your email address and post code
to Great Missenden Parish Council at
info@greatmissendenpc.co.uk and
headed ‘Have your Say’.
Thank you to everyone who
completed the survey and please do
pass this article on to friends and
neighbours and encourage them to join
our mailing list for this project.

Bonfire night
By Tony Lea
e will be holding our
Annual Bonfire and
Fireworks display on
th
Monday 5 November starting at 6:30
pm. This will be held in the field
adjoining Barnaby Usborne’s house at
the bottom of Cherry Tree Lane. We
will be serving hot dogs, mulled wine
and other alcoholic drinks. The entry
fee will be £6 for adults and £3 for
children or £15 for a family ticket of
2 plus 2.
This is one of our main fundraisers
so we will appreciate all the support
you can give us. Also if anyone is free
on the Monday and Tuesday mornings
to help us set up and then clear the
field then we would be very grateful.

W

TIM SIMMONS IS

THE VERMINATOR
Pest control services

ALL
INSECTS
FOXES
RABBITS
AND
ANTS

WASPS
GLIS-GLIS
SQUIRREL
RATS
MICE
MOLES

FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE
LOW PRICES - HIGH QUALITY

07734649305
WE WILL ALSO PROOF YOUR
HOUSE/PREMISES TO STOP THEM
COMING BACK
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Spread
Philosophy
By Diana Taylor
was reading about the pressure
teenagers are under these
days. Social Media and ever more
demanding exams seem to be knocking
many a young person’s self confidence.
Then, I opened the kitchen cupboard
and saw the Marmite and, of course, the
famous lines “love it or hate it” came
into my head. The following poem
comes with my love to anyone who is
feeling challenged by self esteem.

I

I am just a pot of Marmite
Sitting here, upon this shelf
I can never be another
I shall always be myself
Some may love me. Some may hate me
I am merely as I am,
Not a pot of peanut butter,
Nor of marmalade nor jam
If you like me, you will come again
If not, you’ll leave me be
But don't worry, I’ll take no offence
If I’m not your ‘cup of tea’
For jealousy is not my style
And you’ve individual taste

Mike Lake
Friendly & Local

Painter & Decorator
For that professional touch
Interior & Exterior
Also Property Maintenance
For a free quotation please call:
01494 866873 / 07723 017005
mikelake42@talktalk.net

Not everyone likes sticky food
Or black and salty paste
But, for me, my name is Marmite
I’m as healthy as can be
I’ve no need to be another
‘Cos I’m happy being me.

Leeside update
By Ali Siddle
t was so lovely to open the doors to
the children of Leeside after the
long hot summer, and we are
delighted to report that new children
and old have settled back into life with
us full of smiles, enquiry and wonder.
No one however, has bounded in
with quite as much enthusiasm and
excitement as the lovely Nancy, our
new manager. With bundles of love and
good humour she has jumped straight in
at the proverbial deep end and is
enjoying getting to know staff, pupils
and parents.
Only a week has passed at the time
of writing but we’ve already seen the
children embarking on farmyard
themed messy play activities, learning
about growing fruit and vegetables,
cooking, exploring our beautiful nearby
fields and woodlands as well as
dinosaur junk modelling, role playing,
music making, painting, weighing and
measuring, singing, building and
climbing...!!
Such exciting activities are set to
continue with our usual free-flow
activities each morning allowing
children to extend their learning
through their individual interests
together with our new focused
afternoon sessions which are being run
on a sessional and in some cases ‘stay

I

and play’ basis. The next few weeks
will see us making mess, cooking and
baking, writing and performing stories
and exploring nature on the themes of
transport, dinosaurs, knights and fairies,
the emergency services, safari and
harvest amongst those topics initiated
by the children themselves.
Please contact us for more details
about coming to these session
(Leesidemanager@gmail.com).

Surplus produce… or skills?
We have been so pleased to be able
to offer hands-on educational activities
to our children incorporating surplus
fruit and vegetables from the vegetable
patches of some generous local
residents, and we’d love to explore this
further. Please can we encourage anyone
else with surplus produce to drop it in to
us - we will make great use of it.
Similarly if you’ve got a skill you’d
like to share with us, or have some
spare time to come in and help out,
we’d love to hear from you.
Drawing on Nancy’s extensive
experience working with families and
babies under 12 months, we also held
our inaugural drop-in baby cafe on
Friday which was lovely, and we will be
holding this at the parish hall on Friday
afternoons for the remainder of this half
term and potentially beyond. At future
sessions we will also be offering a range
of focused parenting classes such as
baby sensory, massage, baby yoga and
first aid - all of which provide a much
demanded service sadly lacking due to
cuts in funding to children’s centres. If
you have, or know of anyone who does
have, a little one under two years and
would like some parenting support or
simply want to meet other local mums,
come along and enjoy a cuppa and a
piece of delicious homemade cake!

Village events
As you may know we are looking at
a number of ways to support Leeside,
and by extension the parish hall, and we
therefore invite you to join us at any of
the following fundraising village events:
 The (grown up) School Disco October 13th from 7.30pm
 Children of the village ‘spooky
not scary’ Halloween tea party 31st October
 Village Prosecco and pamper
night - 27th November
Plus we’ll be having a Christmas
fair, pop up gin joint and many other
events over the next few months.
We want Leeside to be firmly
rooted in our wonderful community,
and with your support we look
forward to welcoming many more
children through our doors for many,
many years to come.

Dog Photography, Working Dogs,
Game Shoots, Pets
Action and Portrait
________________________________________________

Chrissi Ratcliffe LRPS
07719 731507 / 01494 837452

chrissi_bell@hotmail.com
www.chrissibellphotography.co.uk
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Dinner… with St Mary’s
conversation! Ballinger news
By the Newsletter Editorial Team
nvitations have been sent out for
this year’s Newsletter Dinner
taking place on Friday 30th
November in the Parish Hall.
Please make sure you respond
quickly, as numbers this year will be
strictly limited.

I

From the
archives - Pt 2

T

he building pictured in the 1900
postcard was indeed the
vicarage, later to become known
as The Old Vicarage. The clue as to its
location is the wall on the right.
The house is now known simply as
‘Swyllmers’ and is to be found just off
the green at The Lee.

By Anne Ellis
ith high summer now
behind us, we have many
happy moments to share
with you that have enriched our lives
in the hilltop villages and St Mary’s in
particular. Saturday 21st July dawned
bright and sunny and the wonderful
Lee Flower Show celebrated yet
another year. As usual, Maggi and I
ran a stall with games suitable for all
ages; we managed to raise nearly £100
and had many happy customers, not
least of which was Maggi’s niece who
correctly guessed the name of the
dragon. A delighted Tilly has given a
huge, cuddly toy a loving home, much
to the consternation of her mother.
Little Benjamin most closely
estimated the number of sweets in the
jar and will no doubt be using a
toothbrush with more than usual
vigour. Huge thanks go to all those

W

who helped, either on the day or by
donating bottles of wine and beer.
The History Group of the Chess
Valley U3A paid us a visit on Monday
th
13 August. We entertained 28 of their
members with a talk about the origins
of St Mary’s. They were a diverse and
interested audience and included the
parents of Phil Tillyer (who, together
with Julia, were the first couple to be
married at St Mary’s).
Grateful thanks are due to Lizzie
Benwell and Elizabeth Lowson who
helped Maggi to serve teas afterwards.
Many stayed to chat and to
reminisce about their own memories
of Ballinger and several knew Derek
and Cic Upcott through their
connection with The White Hill Centre
in Chesham.

Puzzling-Lee
By the Mathematics Guys
ou’re running late for a flight.
Your
journey
involves
walking on a travellator and
on ‘non-moving’ ground.
You notice your shoelace is untied
and you need to stop to tie it.
Should you tie your shoelace when
you’re on the travellator, or when
you’re off it, or doesn’t it matter?
Loosely based on BBC Radio 4’s
Puzzle of the day (No. 69).

Y

Answer to last month
Get a 4 feet by 3 feet by 1 foot bag
and put the skis in diagonally: you’ll
find they fit nicely. Who said
Pythagoras wasn’t useful! (32 + 42 =
25 = 52).

Missenden
Abbey for sale
By Louise Harvey, Buckinghamshire
New University
uckinghamshire New University
has taken the decision to sell
Missenden Abbey in response to
the tough financial challenges faced by
all universities. Our focus is on
providing our students with the best
possible experience, and to do this our
limited investment spending must be on
facilities at the three student-facing
campuses in High Wycombe, Uxbridge
and Aylesbury.
Missenden Abbey is being sold as a
going concern and we hope that a new
owner will make those investments
which will enable the business to build
upon its excellent reputation and secure
its future success.

B

Great Missenden
Supported Living
A warm, friendly, house for the
elderly, in the picturesque centre of
the village.
Come and take a look to see for
yourself and have a chat with
Carol Lauder-Ross (Manager)
Tel: 01494 865026
or email for a brochure
info@abbeyfieldgreatmissenden.co.uk
Find out more on our website
www.abbeyfield.com
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Off Road Cycle Tours: No. 26
Chinnor to Radnage via Bledlow Ridge
By Rudi Kalveks

T

he Ridgeway around Chinnor
opens onto pretty valleys and
holds many interesting climbs
and descents. This short variant of the
Bledlow Ridge circular ride starts
from Chinnor and takes in the area
around Radnage. With a good map it
can readily be extended.

3.

4.

Route Finding:
1. Start from one of the parking

2.

areas near the church in Chinnor
and find Keens Lane, a track
which heads uphill across the
railway line.
At junction, turn left onto the

5.

Ridgeway and follow it around
Wain Hill.
At road junction, turn right into
Wigans Lane. Then at brow of
hill continue straight ahead onto
bridleway across field.
At gate, turn right and follow the
bridleway. This passes through a
farm and then heads uphill
through some woods, emerging in
Rout’s Green.
Cross Chinnor Road onto very
narrow bridleway for the descent
to Radnage. Take care joining
Radnage Lane at end of

6.
7.

8.

bridleway. Continue downhill
past St Mary’s church and then
keep right at various junctions
until you join the track past
Daw’s Hill Vineyard.
Follow bridleway through woods
along valley bottom, ending with
a short steep climb to the left.
Turn right onto Sprigs Holly
Lane. At sharp right turn,
continue straight ahead onto
bridleway through woods for a
steep bumpy descent.
Turn right to rejoin the Ridgeway.
Continue past the gravel pits until
route point 2. (above) and then
retrace tracks to Chinnor.

Total distance: 9 miles. Three
climbs totalling 350m ascent. Allow
1½ hours, depending on conditions.
Don’t forget: Helmet, puncture
repair kit, water, go slow for horses.
Recommended: 1:25,000 O/S
Maps: Chiltern Hills North Explorer 181 and Chiltern Hills
West - Explorer 171.

Bridge too far?
Looking at the hand afterwards, we
concluded that, using the ‘Rule of 20’,
North should have opened the bidding;
South could then jump bid to show
strength and it was then possible to bid
to a slam:
W
-

N
1♦
2♠
5♥
6♦

E
-

-

S
2♥
4 NT
5 NT
6♠
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The fastest way to let everyone in the
Parish know about an event you are
arranging is to publish it right here in
the Newsletter. Contact the editor by
the 12th of the previous month (see
contact details on page 1).

October
Thursday 4th. The Lee Walking
Group. Meet on the Green at 9:30 am.
Saturday 6th. Coffee Morning. Lee
Common Methodist Church 10:30 am
to 12 noon.
Tuesday 9th. Ballinger Evening WI.
‘The Spy Who Loved Himself’ with
Michael Kushner: 8:00 pm.
Saturday 13th. Grown-up School
Disco. See page 21.
Thursday 25th. The Arts Society
Ballinger. ‘Three Great Families and
their Gardens’. 8:00 pm. Guests £8.
Wednesday 31st. Children’s Fancy
Dress event. See page 21.

Coming soon
Thursday 1st November. The Lee
Walking Group. Meet at The Lee
Green at 9:30 am.

THE LEEWAY – YOUR
VILLAGE SUPPORT TEAM
If you have difficulty getting to your
doctor or the hospital, doing your
shopping or would like a home visit and
a friendly chat, then please ring:

01494 837177
Mon - Fri: 10 am - 4 pm. Sat: 10 am 12 noon. Please give us reasonable notice
of your requirement to help us organise it.

Saturday 3 rd November. Coffee
Morning at the Methodist Church.
Monday 5th November. Bonfire and
Fireworks. See page 19.
Saturday 10th November. Christmas
Fayre at The Shop. See page 9.
Sunday 11th November. Remembrance
Day. See page 1 and 2.
Tuesday 13th November. The Lee
Parish Council Meeting at the Parish
Hall 7:30 pm.
Tuesday 13th November. Ballinger
Evening WI. ‘Supershoes’ with Anne
Bauling: 8:00 pm.
Saturday 17th November. Annual
Christmas Fair. Ballinger Hall.
10:00 am to 1:00 pm.
Saturday 17th November. Roving
Supper. 7:30 pm. See September.
Tuesday 27th November. Prosecco
and pamper night. See page 21.
Thursday 29th November. The Arts
Society Ballinger. ‘Dresden Today- Art
and Architecture’. 8:00 pm. Guests £8.
Friday 23rd November. The Lee Old
Church. Book launch: ‘The Lee in
Living Memory’, the long-awaited
collection of memories of life in our
Parish in the 1900s. Details next month.
Friday 30th November. Newsletter
Annual Dinner. See page 22.

Directory of
local contacts
Ballinger Horticultural Society
Chairperson: Brenda Gover
info@ballingerhorti.co.uk
Ballinger War Memorial Hall
Bookings: Jane Ogden, 837379
Ballinger Evening W.I.
Contact: Frankie Little, 837659
frankie.little@btinternet.com

Lee Common C of E School
School office, 837267
office@leecommon.bucks.sch.uk
Lee Common Methodist Church
Marian Tomkins, 837479
Lee Common Scouts
Scout Leader Thomas Brockett:
837294 or brockett8@hotmail.com
Leeside Nursery
Melissa Reading, 837719
www.leesidenurseryschool.co.uk
Shop @ The Lee
Symeon Economou, 837195
theleeshop@yahoo.co.uk
St John the Baptist Church
See centre pages.
St Mary’s Ballinger
Contact: Anne Ellis, 837247
anne.ellis1004@gmail.com
The Art Society Ballinger
Chair, Lesley Wickham, 865480
ballinger@theartssociety.org
The Lee Cricket Club
www.theleecc.org.uk
Secretary, Mike Harris,
07788 345555
The Lee Flower Show
Chairman, Jonathan Batten,
837450
The Lee Newsletter
theleenewsletter@googlemail.com
The Lee Old Church Trust
Secretary: Pam Garner 837501
The Lee Parish Council
Clerk: Hayley Farrelly, 837068
theleeparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk
www.thelee-pc.org.uk
Allotments: Alison Weir, 837529
The Lee Parish Hall Committee
Bookings: Anne Barnett, 837796
Chairman: Tony Lea, 837237
The Leeway
Contact, 837177
Vocal Lees
Jeannette Batten, 837450

The Newsletter

T

he Lee Newsletter is published 10
times a year and distributed free to
all households in the parish… and
a little beyond. The views expressed in it
are not necessarily those of the Editor.
We welcome original letters and
articles of general interest and relevance
to The Lee. Copy should be sent to
theleenewsletter@googlemail.com or, if
on paper, to the Editor of the month (see
page 1) by the 12th of each month.
Letters should ideally run to no more
than 200 words and articles to no more
than 700 words; material may be edited
and may appear on the village website
www.thelee.org.uk unless consent is
specifically withheld. Anonymous
contributions are not accepted.
To advertise or place an insert, please
contact Paul Apicella on 837377 by the
th
12 of the previous month.
If you have photographs for
publication please contact Jonathan
Batten on 837450 or email
battenjonathan@hotmail.com.
For queries regarding distribution
contact Barnaby Usborne on 837382.
Other members of the Editorial
team: Peter Archer, Zoe Berkeley,
Richard Dickinson, Phil Harrison, Jen
Ogley, Adam Speller and Colin Sully.
Printed by Strongs: 01442 878592.

To book the Parish Hall
or Scout Hut
’phone Anne Barnett on 837796
9 am - 1 pm
6 pm 2 pm - 6 pm
midnight
Mon - Fri
£30 or £10/hr £45 or £10/hr
Sat/Sun
£12/hr
£70
Bank Holiday £12/hr
£70
Car park only
£10
Crockery/cutlery £15 (hire outside the hall)

Rates

