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1918 
remembered 
By the Editor 

A 
t the 11th hour on the 11th day 

of the 11th month we shall 

remember them. 

This year is the 100th anniversary 

of the end of WWI. A number of 

events will be taking place around the 

world to recognise this momentous 

moment. War memorials, including 

our own on The Lee green, have been 

cleaned and refurbished; special 

services will be held with significant 

symbolism and memorial moments. A 

number of initiatives and dramatic 

images have been created including a 

nationwide installation for the Fallen 

by the charity, Remembered, under the 

theme of ‘There But Not There’. 

Our front cover is dedicated to 

‘ T o m m y ’ ,  t h e i r  p o i g n a n t l y 

representative figure, donated and 

displayed by kind permission of 

Richard Stewart-Liberty.  

There But Not There will be a 

defining centenary commemoration of 

the end of the 1914-1918 war, 

installed where the Tommies came 

from across the country, back in the 

communities they left behind. 

Remembrance Sunday at The Lee 

always suggests to some a pre-lunch 

party without the sherry. On this 

special occasion the Stewart-Liberty 

family are providing a tot or two of 

Pusser’s Admiralty Grade Rum for 

anybody that cares to try it. This rum 

is the nearest type to that which was 

supplied at the front in WWI.  

Without the daily tot it is said that 

the result of WWI could well have 

been different. What those poor 

Tommies were put through we can 

only struggle to imagine and if a tot of 

rum helped them, so much the better. 

Come along to The Lee green on the 

11th and share in this piece of history. 

The centre pages of this Newsletter 

have been devoted to a number of 

articles and features about WWI; 

memories and personal accounts along 

with family histories and the impact of 

the war on The Lee and its 

communities. 

On Sunday 11th November 2018 

the following acts of remembrance 

will take place locally:  

10:00 am Remembrance Service at St 

John the Baptist Church, The Lee 

11:00 am Act of Remembrance at the 

Memorial on The Lee green 

  4:00 pm ‘Remembering with love ‘– 

a gentle service to remember 

those dearly departed at St Peter 

and St Paul Church, Great 

Missenden 

  6:00 pm Armistice Day special 

service at St Peter and St Paul 

Church, Great Missenden 

  7:00 pm Beacon lighting at St Peter 

and St Paul Church, Great 

Missenden 

  7:05 pm Ringing out for Peace at St 

John the Baptist Church, The Lee 

  7:30 pm An evening of readings, 

poetry and song at The Lee Old 

Church. (Tickets only £10 from 

Pam Garner on 837501 or or from 

Jilly Carleton-Smith on 837205). 
 

December’s editor is Jonathan 

Batten. If you would like to contribute 

please let him know by 12th November 
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Magnificent 
memorial 
By Ruth Fowler, Parish Councillor 

W 
ork on the War Memorial 

is now complete, in good 

time for the special 

centenary Remembrance Sunday, 

with the Memorial itself having been 

steam cleaned and the surrounding 

plinth repaired. 

Turning the corner on to The Lee 

green in the sunshine, the Memorial 

now stands out as being a very light 

coloured stone no longer fading into 

the background. Close up, subtle 

colouring differences can be 

seen. Removal of the lichen has not 

only made the inscriptions far more 

legible, but actually protects the 

stonework. If left, lichen can, over 

time, penetrate the granite and cause 

permanent damage. To complement 

the Memorial, the paving stones on 

the surrounding plinth have been re-

set, re-pointed and lightly cleaned.  

An appeal for 
bell ringers 
By Rod Neal 

W 
e will be ringing the bell  

in the Parish Church at  

7:05 pm to mark the end of 

the First World War 100 years ago. 

This will be part of a nationwide 

ringing of bells for peace in some 

1,000 cathedrals and churches across 

the land – so do come and help The 

Lee do its bit. Assemble at 6:45 pm. 

Refreshments available.  

Full details of this national tribute 

c a n  b e  f o u n d  a t   h t t p s : / /

www.brunopeek.co.uk 

E n q u i r i e s  t o  R o d  N e a l , 

churchwarden 837264. 
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Services for 
November 
St John the Baptist 
  4

th 8:00am HC Revd Janet Whales 
   Old Church 
 10:00am AA Joint Service at 

Lee Common 
Methodist Church 

11
th

 10:00am PC Remembrance 
Service followed 
by Act of 
Remembrance at 
War Memorial 
Revd Martin 
Williams 

  7:05pm   Ringing of the Bell 
for Peace 

18
th

 10:00am Matins Lay-led 
25

th
 10:00am PC Revd Alan Davies 

 

HC Holy Communion (said) 
PC Parish Communion (sung) 
AA All-age service 
 

Contacts: Vicar: The Revd David 

Burgess (837315). Churchwardens: 

Roderick Neal (837264) and Trevor 

Pearce (837601). Verger: Bill Pearce 

( 7 8 5 1 9 1 ) .  T r e a s u r e r :  D a v i d 

Stephenson (867617). 

 

Methodist Church 
4
th

 10:00am AA Joint Service at 

Lee Common 
Methodist Church 

11
th

 10:00am PC Remembrance 
Service at St John 
the Baptist 

18
th

 3:00pm  Gerald Tomkins 
25

th
 3:00pm HC Revd Nigel Wright 

We welcome you to our next 

Coffee Morning which will be on 

Progress 
By The Revd David Burgess 

I 
 haven’t worked up to a full-blown 
magazine article yet, but this note 
goes into more detail than the brief 

updates I’ve been giving so far 
regarding my progress over the last 
few months. 

It has been almost exactly a year 
since I first went into hospital. As 
many of you know I went in knowing 
that the surgery I was going to have 
was quite involved and complex, but 
not anticipating that things were going 
to turn out to be as difficult as they 
eventually did. 

I’ve had time to reflect on those 
crucial ten weeks spent on the ward 
and the months spent in recovery 
since. I’ll be revisiting those 
reflections in the months to come, 
possibly but not necessarily in public, 
if I think it’ll be helpful. 

As always, I can’t stress enough 
the contribution that the prayer support 
of family, friends, and those in the 
parishes and wider communities has 
been. I know I’m repeating myself on 
this theme, but the difference it made 
has been enormous. Those who saw 
me at some of my low points at the tail 
end of last year will, I think, agree 
how important that level and depth of 
support has been. 

There’s not much to tell you that’s 
different, only more of the same – 

Saturday 3rd November, 10:30 to 

12:00 noon. All are welcome. 
 

St Mary’s, Ballinger 
  4

th
  9:30am  Armistice Communion  

with refreshments. All 
are welcome. 
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Cromar 

which is good news. It means I’m 
continuing to get better, with a very 
positive outcome from a meeting with 
my consultant in the first week of 
October. I’m still having quite a few 
medical appointments, but they’re 
tending towards being consultations 
that are signing me off treatments and 
procedures rather than continuing them.  

As I said before, I’m looking now to 
return to work, but I needed to postpone 
my original target of mid-September. 
The medical issues are continuing to be 
resolved, and the church (rightly) wants 
to ensure that everything is in place and 
that I’m in good shape before I restart. 
I’ve said before that I’m hoping it’s 
going to be a matter of weeks now, and 
that I can build up to a sensible pattern 
of work from a low-key beginning. 
Credit to the churchwardens, PCCs and 
our parish secretary for their hard work 
on the four-parish rota; it gives me more 
space and time for easing my way back 
into services in particular, and other 
things will follow as a matter of course. 

Ballinger Hall 
Christmas Fair 
By Anne Ellis 

Saturday 17th November. 

10:00 am to 1:00 pm 

T 
here will be a large selection of 

stalls, including many exhibiting 

for the first time. Do come along 

and shop for some early presents, enjoy 

a cup of coffee together with a slice of 

home made cake or perhaps a warming 

glass of mulled wine. Meet Father 

Christmas; catch up with your friends. 

We look forward to seeing you. 
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Along the 980 mile route there 

were of course many highlights – 

riding up through Cheddar Gorge, 

crossing the Severn estuary, riding 

briefly with two professional riders 

from the Dimension Data team, 

entering the Lake District, views of the 

Forth Rail bridge, conquering the steep 

and demanding ascents of Glenshee 

and the Lecht, and the incredible 

tailwind that blessed us on the final 

day. Happily the highlights eclipsed the 

few low-lights, with knee pain, saddle 

sores and shoulder pain – that had all 

become constant companions by day 

seven  – being the worst.  

The whole event was fully 

supported, meaning that we could 

concentrate on riding without 

distraction. The route was signposted 

impeccably, mechanic teams were 

driving the route to resolve major 

issues, medics were present at each pit 

stop as well as the plentiful food and 

drink. Our belongings were also taken 

Land’s End to 
John O’Groats 
By Michael Widera 

I 
 wanted to write and let all the 
generous sponsors, supporters and 
interested parties know that I 

successfully completed the nine day 
cycle from Land’s End to John 
O’Groats on Sunday 16th September as 
part of the Deloitte Ride Across Britain.  

A huge thank you to all the 
sponsors who helped me raise over 
£2,500 for The Prince’s Trust while 
the 800+ participants in the event 
collectively raised over £1 million for 
many excellent causes; Macmillan 
Cancer Support, Cancer Research UK, 
MS Society, Parkinson's UK and 
Sense to name a few. 
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Pilates 
@HOME 

 

‘FLEXIBLE TO THE CORE’ 

 
 

1 to 1 Pilates… in the comfort and 
convenience of your own home 

 
 

Mat Pilates for all abilities 
Improves posture, flexibility,  
core strength, muscle tone  

and sports performance 
 

Individuals [or small groups of up to 4] 
 

Qualified Mat Pilates instructor for 
Beginner, Intermediate and  

Advanced Levels 
 
 

“In ten sessions you will feel the difference, 
in 20 you will see the difference and in 30 

you will have a whole new body” 
… Joseph Pilates 

 

 
If you are interested or require further 

information please contact: 
 

Karen on 07790 081670  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Email: info@karensabsolutepilates.co.uk 
www.karensabsolutepilates.co.uk 

by trucks to the next destination where 

we would arrive, be allocated our tent 

for the night, take a warm shower and 

then refuel ready for the next day. 

Overall it was an amazing and 

almost surreal experience. I have 

included two photos of me – left, 

fresh and full of beans at Land’s End 

on the evening of Friday 7th and 

below, relieved and aching at John 

O’Groats on Sunday 16th. 

Bridge Drive 
By Jane Neal 

M 
ake sure you save the date!  

Come to this fun bridge 

drive on 23rd January 2019, 

in Ballinger Memorial Hall to raise 

running cost funds for St John the 

Baptist Church.   

Good cards, delicious tea and great 

prizes.  Same format as last year, but 

different venue as Leeside Nursery 

now has afternoon sessions.  Details 

for securing a table will be in the 

December Newsletter. 
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fled England after the Battle of 
Marston Moor.  The below excerpt is 
from Weymouth Ways and Weymouth 
People: Reminiscences by Edmun 
Soper Hunt in 1909. Weymouth is a 
town in Massachusetts, USA.   

“The first person of the name of 
Hunt in this country (USA) was 
Ephraim Hunt, who settled in 
Weymouth, Massachusetts. He was a 
refugee from the disastrous field of 
Marston Moor, and his real name was 
Colonel Sir William Hunt; but to 
conceal his identity, after his arrival in 
this country, he changed his name to 
Ephraim. Once an artillery officer and 
a dashing Tory cavalier, he became a 
quiet citizen of the new country. He 
cropped his long hair, and laid aside 
his fine dress as well as his title. 

He was too notable a man to be 
overlooked, however, and the search 
for him was continued until the 
Restoration. He was regarded by the 
party in power as a ‘malignant’ a 
name given to all Royalists of 
sufficient note to be considered 
dangerous by Cromwell. 

At the siege of York, Colonel Hunt 
became the hero of the day, and the 
dignity of knighthood was conferred 
upon him by Prince Rupert. But at the 
battle of Marston Moor the tide 
turned, and Colonel Hunt fled to 
America, where he died in 1686, forty 
years after he left England.” 

Does anyone have or can suggest 
where any information about this 
Ephraim “Colonel Sir William” Hunt 
may be found? 

Additional information about 
Ephraim Hunt is that “He gave a letter 
of attorney December 5 1646, for the 
collection of property in Beaconsfield, 
Buckinghamshire, England, formerly 

Help needed 
with historical 
information 
By Tim Hunt, USA 

I 
’m doing some research on the 
history of my family and it has led 
me to your village. I have a quote 

in a an old book that reads as follows: 
“Enoch Hunt (my ancestor) was 

admitted to Rhode Island, USA in 
1638.  He was a blacksmith who lived 
in Titenden, Parish of Lee, about two 
miles from Wendover, county Bucks, 
England.” 

The Enoch Hunt who came to 
Rhode Island brought his son with him, 
Ephraim Hunt.  Allegedly, Ephraim 
Hunt wasn’t his real name and he had 
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of John Hunt, of Winchmore Hill, in 
Agmondsham parish.” Perhaps this 
John Hunt was his grandfather? 

I haven’t been able to find any 
information from this period on 
‘Titenden’, Beaconsfield, Winchmore 
Hill or Agmondsham parish? 

Do you know of any resources in 
The Lee or Buckinghamshire where I 
can find more historical records about 
Enoch Hunt? 

Roving Supper 
reminder 
By Pat Lea 

T 
he Roving Supper will start at 

7:30 pm  on Saturday 17th 

November in the Parish Hall. 

We are fully subscribed, so if you 

have indicated your interest to attend 

please let us have a cash or cheque to 

ensure you are on the list.  

HOLIDAY HOME TO LET 
IN SPAIN 

GAUCIN - ANDALUCIA 

3 Bedroom property with pool 

in the hilltop white village of Gaucin. 

Stunning views of Mediterranean, 

Gibraltar and Moroccan Hills. 

Ring now for availability 

Tel. 01494 837602 
www.casa-mirador.com 

KINGSHILL 
CARS FOR ALL OCCASIONS 

CHILTERNS 

AIRPORTS 

LONDON 

01494 868699 
Email: bookings@kingshillcars.co.uk 

Editor’s response: 
The challenge for our community 

is to see if we can find out any specific 
information or suggest resources that 
Tim can access in his search for 
knowledge. So far, Colin Sully has 
been able to help Tim with the 
following information: 

The parish of The Lee (formerly 
known simply as Lee) does include a 
small community at ‘Hunts Green’. It 
only has a dozen or so buildings and 
historically would have even fewer 

centred around Hunts Green Farm. 
One of the old buildings in Kings 
Lane, near the farm, is known as 
‘Smithy’ and was certainly a 
blacksmith’s in the early 1900s (see 
picture)… but how much before?  

You can contact Tim by email at 
timothyhhunt@gmail.com. 
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Bridge too far? 
By Kathryn Dickinson et al 

T 
his recent hand shows the 
importance of good bidding 
after an over-call. Looking at 

W-E hands, a game looks to be on…  
 

♠ A 9 

♥ Q 9 

♦ A 9 8 

♣ A 10 9 7 3 2  

♠ J 10 6 5 3                     ♠ K Q 8   

♥ A K 4                   ♥ J 5 3  

♦ K Q 6             ♦ J 4 

♣ J 4                          ♣ K Q 8 6 5 

♠ 7 4 2  

♥ 10 8 7 6 2    

♦ 10 7 5 3 2 

♣ - 
 

Dealer: North 
Vulnerability: E / W 

 

… but how might the bidding 

progress after North opens 1♣?  

See page 24. 

Leeside nursery 
By Nancy Stevens 

W 
e are delighted to report the 
children have settled back 
after the summer holidays 

exceptionally well. They have been 
keen to explore and embrace all the 
new activities and learning we have on 
offer. The exciting arrival of the new 
mud kitchen and sand pit has been met 
with delight and great concentration! 
Leanne has ‘enjoyed’ a wonderful mud 
spaghetti Bolognese made for her today 
and I have been regularly enjoying a 
cup of mud tea! 

Of course, as we say goodbye to the 
long summer, we welcome the splendid 

arrival of autumn leaves, and a 
beautiful landscape of colour. The 
children have been busy gathering 
leaves, conkers and fir cones to 
produce some lovely pieces of artwork. 
They delighted in swirling conkers 
around the paint trays, and watched in 
amazement as the paint changed 
colours. By using different media for 
art, we encourage our children to think 
outside of the box, develop imaginative 
and creative thought processes, and 
importantly understand that the 
environment all around us can inspire 
something special. 

At Leeside, maths, literacy and 
phonics are integrated into all of the 
children's activities. This term it is 
evident that the children are eager to 
learn how their names sound out and 
understand how letters appear not just 
written on paper but also drawn out in 
sand, traced out in the mud, cut into 
giant courgettes, or even in the air with 
an invisible pen! 

Librarian opportunity 
We are always keen for parents or 

their wider families to participate in the 
life of our nursery and we currently 
have a lovely opportunity for someone 
to come in and be our librarian. The 
children discussed with us how they 
like to go to the library and when I 
asked if they would like to start our 
own, I was met with a resounding 
YES! If you feel you could spare an 
hour on a Thursday morning (or 
another day if that is better) please let 
me know – the children and staff would 
be very grateful. 

Our play and stay afternoons are 
getting increasingly popular and we’d 
love to welcome those of you with  
0-5s to join us for ‘Messy Monday’, 
‘Tasty Tuesday’ or ‘Wild Wednesdays’ 
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– just let me know if you’d like to join 
the fun. Thursdays continue to operate 
as a ‘traditional’ Pre-School session. 

On Friday we’ve been running a 

baby café for new mums and have 

offered baby yoga and baby massage 

taster sessions alongside that important 

hot cuppa, some home made cake, and 

a chance to just have some adult 

conversation in those tricky early days 

– we’ve enjoyed getting to know some 

lovely local mums and who knows, 

Leesiders of the future??!!  

Holiday club? 
We are constantly assessing our 

provision and understanding the 

demands of local families is central to 

our planning. One thing we are 

considering is the possibility of 

extending Leeside’s provision to 

incorporate a holiday club, so if you 

think this may be something useful for 

your children, or their elder siblings, 

please let us know. At present I am 

trying to gauge interest and likely age 

range so all feedback on this is 

immensely valuable. 
We are grateful to those in the 

community who have recently donated 

coloured and plain paper to us this 

term – as a newly registered charity, 

donations of resources are always 

welcomed. We have a list of 

consumables at the hall but if you’re 

having a clear out (you’d be surprised 

what we can make use of!) or fancy 

putting an extra something in your 

basket to help us give new and 

exciting activities for our children 

we’d be so grateful.  
Don’t forget that on Friday 23

rd
 

November we’ll be holding a pre-

Christmas pamper and gift shopping 

evening where you can come with 

friends and have a relaxing massage, 

get your nails done, we’ve even got a 

hairdresser to dry-style your hair or 

show you how to get sparkling party 

styles for all those upcoming 

Christmas parties.  
You can contact me on 837719 

or at leesidemanager@gmail.com for 

more details about Leeside and our 

activities … or why not pop in and say 

hello! 
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Catch up with 
the past 
By the Living Memory publication team 

W 
e all are aware that the 

Parish of The Lee has an 

amazingly rich history, but 

how much do you really know about 

what it was like to live here sixty, 

eighty or even a hundred years ago? 

Well, come to The Lee Old Church 

at 7:30 pm on the 23rd November and 

find out. Because we’re hosting the 

launch of a very special book, The Lee 

in Living Memory: Voices from a 

Special Chiltern Parish, which records 

an entertaining collection of memories 

from 41 Lee residents who were either 

born or resided locally in the nineteen 

hundreds. Jenny Senior will talk about 

the project and provide some tantalising 

tasters of the book’s contents 

The contributors were selected in 

the first instance on account of their 

age (most were over eighty when this 

project started at the turn of the 

millennium and a number are no 

longer with us) and the fact that they 

had lived most of their lives in the 

Parish. The result is a wonderful 

evocation of life as it was in their time 

– no mains water; no electricity or gas 

and absolutely no modern amenities. 

The tales are interesting, often 

amusing,  sometimes sad and 

occasionally even scandalous. They 

provide a vivid portrayal of village 

characters, rich and poor, ‘posh’ and 

‘common’. There are photographs too 

– some familiar and some being made 

public for the first time. 

Come along and find out about this 

fascinating book that has taken many, 

many years to complete. There’s no 

charge, and to celebrate the launch 

there will be canapés and wine 

afterwards – you don’t even have to 

buy a book to join us, although copies 

will be available on the night for 

£7.50, and after that at various village 

venues including the Shop @ The Lee 

and the Cock and Rabbit. 
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Lest we forget 
By the Editor 

A 
s part of the Centenary of 

A r m i s t i c e  D a y ,  1 1 t h 

November 1918, here is an 

article from Michael Dubus about the 

impact of the war on his family, an 

extract from Mike Senior’s account 

from his book “No Finer Courage” of 

The Lee’s part in the First World War; 

my grandfather’s account (Howard 

Crisp) of the horrors of life and death 

in the trenches during the battle of The 

Somme; and Gladys Stewart, a 

lifelong Lee resident, recalling the day 

the war ended; all preceded by a 

poignant poem from the time. 

 

In Flanders 
Fields 
By Lieutenant Colonel John McCrea, 

MD, Canadian Army (1872–1918) 

 

In Flanders fields the poppies blow 

Between the crosses, row on row, 

That mark our place: and in the sky 

The larks, still bravely singing, fly 

Scarce heard amid the guns below. 

 

We are the Dead. Short days ago 

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 

Loved and were loved, and now we lie 

In Flanders fields. 

 

Take up our quarrel with the foe: 

To you from failing hands we throw 

The torch; be yours to hold it high. 

If ye break faith with us who die 

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 

In Flanders fields. 

Two families 
shaped by the 
Great War 
By Michael Dubus 

A 
lmost 100 years ago on the 

11th November 1918 the guns 

fell silent at the end of the 

most terrible of wars, a war that 

changed the world for ever. I have 

always had a great personal interest in 

the Great War for reasons that will 

soon become clear. 

My father was born in December 

1914 as a French boy just east of Lille, 

in an area already under German 

occupation. Life was very difficult and 

dangerous and my grandmother told me 

incredible stories about the risks that she 

took as a young woman and mother (but 

that is a tale for another time). 

Anyway, by the time the Allies 

liberated French Flanders my blood 
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in Adelaide in 1915 and later sailed 

from Melbourne to Egypt. (This was 

the period of the Dardanelles 

Campaign.) Within a year he was sent 

to London as Auditor to the Australian 

Imperial Forces. After the war 

Lieutenant Colonel George Hogben, 

MBE, as he now was, became 

Assistant Secretary to the High 

Commissioner. In late 1918 he brought 

his wife and two daughters to London. 

During the 1920s my mother-in-

law, Kate, and her older sister Leila, 

enjoyed an exciting social life. This 

included functions at Australia House, 

where they danced with Donald 

Bradman and were presented to King 

George V and Queen Mary at court. 

All of this was a long way from 

beautiful but sleepy Adelaide. 

Sarah and I married in 1968 and 

moved to Lee Common early in 1971. 

Our lives had already been greatly 

influenced by the Great War, which 

ended 50 years earlier. 

Yet even more connection was to 

unfold with the story of the Battle of 

Fromelles, where nine young men 

from The Lee died. The Battle was 

fought on the 19th/20th July 1916 and 

somehow began to round off our 

family history. It was the first major 

Australian action on the Western Front 

and is still the worst single day/night 

in their military history. Included in 

the British troops alongside the 

Australians were the 2nd/1st Bucks 

including the men from The Lee. 

Fromelles was also under German 

occupation for much of the Great War 

– the village is a similar distance west 

of Lille as my French family were east 

of the city. Sarah and I will be part of 

a small group from The Lee who will 

grandfather had died as a French 

soldier, and in the early twenties my 

Grandmother came to England to 

marry an English soldier she had met. 

My father had to change from a young 

French boy to an English one. He 

retained his French name, Andre 

Georges Dubus. 

The grandfather of my wife, Sarah, 

enlisted in administration in the Army 

Michael’s grandmother 

Sarah’s grandfather: George Hogben 
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service. There were 105 names in 

total. Of these, eight had joined the 

Navy; two were in the Royal Flying 

Corps and the remaining 95 were in 

the Army. By the end of the war over 

160 men had joined one or other of the 

armed forces. Since the population of 

The Lee parish at that time was some 

750 (about the same as it is now) it can 

be reasonably assumed that all the 

eligible men in the locality had served 

in the war. Eleven of these men were 

decorated for bravery.  
The Lee suffered heavily in terms 

of casualties. 30 young men were 

killed and a further 36 were wounded 

– a casualty rate of over 40 per cent. 

Robert Bignall, Walter Hearn and 

Percy Jennings were each wounded 

twice. These casualty figures were not 

spread evenly over the four years of 

war. Until July 1916 only one man had 

c o m m e m o r a t e  t h e  c e n t e n a r y 

Remembrance of the Armistice in 

Fromelles. 

In Fromelles, deep in my thoughts 

will be the men of The Lee, the 

Australian soldiers so far from home, 

and the civilians who suffered under 

occupation, especially those of French 

Flanders. 

I will also rejoice in the Contract 

of Friendship between The Lee and 

Fromelles and the wonderful 

friendships that have been created. 

 

The Lee and 
the Great War 
By Mike Senior 

T 
here can be no doubt that The 

Lee played its full part in the 

First World War. In July 1916 

the Lee Magazine published a list of 

local men who had volunteered for 

Sarah’s mother and Aunt Leila 

been killed. He was John Pearce of 

Swan Bottom who was reported as 

‘Missing’ after the Battle of Festubert 

in May 1915 and whose body was 

never found. In July 1916, however, a 

major attack took place on the 

The Lee Hockey Club 1908-09 

Arthur Brown and Ralph Brown back row 

second and fifth from the left 
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Western Front involving men from the 

village. It was the outcome of that 

attack that made July 1916 the 

blackest month of the war for The Lee.  

The Battle of Fromelles 
The great Allied offensive of the 

Somme had been launched on 1st July. 
Information had reached Sir Douglas 
Haig, the Commander in Chief of the 
British Expeditionary Force, that the 
Germans had transferred troops from 
N o r t h e r n  F r a n c e  t o  a c t  a s 
reinforcements on the Somme. It was 
essential that such transfers should be 
stopped and it was therefore decided 
to make a diversionary attack some 40 
miles north of the Somme to keep the 
German troops pinned down in that 
sector. The place selected for this 
attack was Fromelles, a few miles 
south of Armentières in French 
Flanders. The attack was to be carried 
out by two Divisions, one British (61st) 
and one Australian (5th). The British 
Division was made up of men from the 
South Midlands counties and among 
them were men from The Lee serving 
with the 2nd Bucks Battalion. 

The assault began at 6:00 pm on 
the evening of Wednesday 19th July. 
The attack was over a front of two and 
a half miles and the immediate 
objective was to take and hold the 
enemy trenches. The task of the 
artillery, both British and Australian, 
was to demolish the German defensive 
positions and, to that end, artillery 
bombardments took place during the 
five days leading up to the attack. The 
British General in command of the 
attack was optimistic: “When we have 
cut all the wire, destroyed all the 
enemy’s machine gun emplacements, 
knocked down most of his parapets, 

killed a large proportion of the enemy, 
and thoroughly frightened the 
remainder, our infantry will assault, 
capture and hold the enemy’s line 
along the whole front”.  

Critical failures 
But these crucial arti l lery 

bombardments failed – the result of 

inexperienced gunners and poor 

weather. The most critical part of the 

attack front was towards the German 

strong point known as the Sugar Loaf. 

Along the Sugar Loaf sector the 

Germans had built 75 concrete 

bunkers at 25-yard intervals. Each 

bunker housed machine guns that 

dominated the whole of the central 

area of the attack. It was later learnt 

that the British and Australian artillery 

had put only eight of these bunkers out 

of action.  
The failure to destroy the Sugar 

Loaf defenses proved to be disastrous 
for the whole operation and 
particularly for the 2nd Bucks Battalion 
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and for the men of The Lee. The 2nd 
Bucks, along with the Australian 59th 
Battalion, were the assault troops 
whose objective was to take the Sugar 
Loaf. However, when they made their 
assault they were cut down in No 
Man’s Land by the German machine 
guns. It is unlikely that any of the 
Bucks Battalion or the Australian 59th 
Battalion entered the German trenches. 
Despite some success on the flanks of 
the attack, it became clear that if the 
Sugar Loaf could not be taken the 
operation would end in failure. While 
fighting continued through the night of 
19th/20th July the attack was officially 
called off at 5:00 am and the Allied 
troops – those who could make it – 
were ordered back to their lines. Fierce 
spasmodic fighting continued until 
about 8:00 am. The operation 
therefore lasted some fourteen hours. 
During that time, the Australians lost 
5,550 men and the British 1,550. The 
Germans lost fewer than 2,000. The 
trench lines were exactly the same 
after the attack as they had been at the 
beginning.  

However, it is at least of some 
consolation that although the tactical 
aim of the attack – to take the German 
lines – failed, there is strong evidence 
to show that the Germans, fearing 
another attack in the Fromelles area, 
did not move troops from that sector 
down to the Somme for at least six 
weeks – a critical period at that stage 
in the Somme offensive. The sacrifice 
of these young British and Australian 
soldiers was not, therefore, in vain. 

A place of sorrow 
The 2nd Bucks Battalion, with 

casualties amounting to 322, lost half 

its men during the Fromelles attack. 

Arnold and Emily Morris with two children 1915 

Among the casualties were nine men 

from The Lee. Ralph and Arthur 

Brown, brothers from Oxford Street; 

Sydney Dwight of Lee Common; 

Harry Harding of Kingswood; Arnold 

Morris from Field End Lane; Charles 

Phipps, the son of the Vicar; Harry 

Pratt, also from Oxford Street and 

Edward Sharp of Kingswood Cottages 

were all killed. Ivor Stewart-Liberty, 

wounded in the left leg early in the 

attack, was dragged back to the British 

line, but subsequently the wound 

became gangrenous and the leg was 

amputated. Two days after the 

Fromelles attack Harry Talmer of Lee 

Common, serving with the 1st Bucks 

Battalion, was killed near Pozières on 

the Somme. 



18 

Of the 30 Lee men who lost their 

lives during the War one-third were 

killed in the month of July 1916. The 

Bucks Examiner of 28th July carried 

the headline: “A Heavy List of Local 

Casualties.” The article noted “The 

Lee casualties during the past few 

days have been very heavy… The Lee 

is a place of sorrowing”. 

  Nevertheless, The Lee, like many 

similar communities throughout 

Britain, carried on with determination 

and courage. As Ivor Stewart-Liberty 

(pictured right) later wrote: “They 

were indeed the saddest... and the 

proudest of days”. 

Charles Phipps son of the Vicar of The Lee 

Principal source: 
No Finer Courage by Michael 

Senior, re-published by Pen and 

Sword Books 2011 as Fromelles 1916. 

The Somme 

By H V Crisp MM 

O 
ur next move was to that 

graveyard of so many of the 

youth of Britain - the Somme, 

where continuous slaughter was to 

take place for the next few months. 

Our casualties on 1st July 1916 when 

the battle opened amounted to no less 

than 57,000 and before the page was 

closed at the end of November we had 

no less that 419,654 killed, wounded 

and missing. These figures do not of 

course include those of the French who 

fought on our right flank, but are only 

those of Britain and the Empire. 
Our ‘Somme’ experience did not 

begin until July 19th when the 13th 
Brigade held the line in front of 
Montauban – in the vicinity of High 
and Delville Woods. We made a futile 
attack at great cost on Wood Lane, 

Ivor Stewart-Liberty 
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September 3rd we attacked a position 
known as Falfemont Farm. In the near 
distance could be seen the red roofs of 
Combles – apparently a fair-sized 
place – and, again apparently, so far 
unscathed. An hour before we attacked 
at 9:00 am the French made an 
advance in order to safeguard our 
flank. We watched them go over, take 
the first line of the enemy trenches and 
then the second. It all seemed so easy 
that we were full of optimism – as it 
happens – misplaced. Before the day 
closed every battalion in the brigade 
had ‘been over’ in an attempt to take 
the position, the capture of which we 
thought would be a ‘walk over’. 
Machine gun fire held up every attack 
and the dead lay in long lines. Our 
losses were heavy and we had not 
advanced a yard. The following day an 
airplane spotted a machine gun nest, 
and when our artillery had dealt with 
it, the rest was easy. 

This episode was unfortunately one 
of many, and every Division had no 
doubt similar experiences. Why the 
General staff did not investigate the 
reasons for a hold up and take steps to 

which lay between the two and then 
moved into support.  

July 29th found us in the line again, 
this time near Longueval, where the 
Brigade made a ‘successful’ attack – in 
other words we made a slight advance.  
Our numbers were now so diminished 
that we were moved to a back area in 
order to be brought up to strength. Whilst 
resting at Hencourt we were allowed 24 
hours leave in order to visit the seaside 
resort ‘Le Treport’. This was looked 
upon as a reward for our good work. 

August 27th early morning arrives 
with its enemy shells. We find the best 
shelter we can in shell holes,  

August 29th shelled all night, and 
today heavy thunderstorm with 
shelling worse than ever. French 
officer who came along says this is 
worse than Verdun. Fritz dropped 
fifteen 5.9 shells in succession in front 
of our hole. Concussion, rotten rain 
and shelling make our hole fall in. 

This is typical of the conditions on 
the whole battalion front. Men 
shivering in shell holes, being bumped 
night and day and many I am afraid, in 
such a state bordering on shellshock, 
that they would welcome death whilst 
hoping for a ‘blighty’. I myself was 
buried alive on the 30th and after what 
seemed hours, but was actually only a 
matter of minutes was dug out little 
the worse for my internment apart 
from a shaking, although I swore I had 
put on grey hairs. Strange to relate, 
when the reaction set in the following 
day, I was in much a worse state of 
nervous prostration than immediately 
after the happening. 

Misplaced optimism 
In this position we held the extreme 

right flank of the British Army and 
joined up with the French. On 
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What a costly bloody business. 
Before the curtain was to be rung down 
on the battle in November the British 
loses were to amount to no less than 
498,054 – for what? After five months 
of desperate fighting we had advanced 
our line by a maximum depth of seven 
miles on a 30 mile front. We had gained 
approximately 200 square miles of mud 
and water, which throughout the coming 
severe weather was to prove a severe 
handicap in the bringing up of supplies, 
relief of troops etc. The captured 
territory had little or no strategic 
importance but it will live forever as the 
grave of the manhood of the Empire. 

 

The day war 
ended 
By Gladys Stewart 1905 – 2008  

“I had five uncles who went to the 
First World War. They went with Ivor 
Stewart-Liberty. 

Life in the First World War was 
bad. I remember that and I remember 
when the First War was over and I 
had just started working in the Post 
Office in The Lee where Miss Stone 
was the Post Mistress.  

I had to deliver a telegram to 
someone at Ballinger, and as I went 
along The Lee to Ballinger to deliver 
it, I told every person I met, “The 
war’s over!” I was so delighted. I was 
one of the first people to hear that the 
war was over.” 

This extract is from one of the 
“Living Memories” of The Lee parish in 
the 1900s. The book, which records the 
memories of 41 people who lived most 
of their lives in parish, will be available 
for purchase after the book launch on 
23rd November (details on page 12.) 

overcome it before throwing other 
units into the slaughter passes my 
comprehension. The motto seems to be 
‘Try, try, try again’ without any new 
tactics in the intervals between attacks 
in order to destroy whatever was 
holding the advance up.  

Sometimes uncut wire was the 
cause, but generally enfilade fire from 
hidden machine guns was responsible. 
In some trenches one could not walk 
without stepping on dead bodies, 
which were also used in the building 
of parapets. It was also tragic to see 
bodies against the enemy wire after an 
effort had been made to secure 
protection by small excavations made 
with an entrenching tool whilst under 
continuous fire from snipers who 
invariably got their victim eventually.  

Such was the Somme with its 
monthly losses averaging 80,000. 
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Mervyn’s 
Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaning Services 

Independent carpet cleaning 
specialist with over 30 years 

experience. 

CARPETS. UPHOLSTERY. 
RUGS. HARD FLOOR. 

CARPET PROTECTION. 
FULLY INSURED. 

Friendly and reliable service. 
Most work by recommendation. 

Environmentally friendly  
cleaning materials. 

For a no obligation quote ’phone 
01525 371724 or 07975 847027 
Email: mersu@btinternet.com 

The Bramley 
Apple tree 
By Reina Free 

D 
uring the violent storm at the 

early part of the year, two 

quite large fir trees came 

crashing down. Behind them, in our 

small orchard, stands an old Bramley 

Apple tree that was also damaged by 

the fierce winds. Yet in the spring 

spreading its branches wide it was full 

of lovely pink blossoms. 

In the autumn these branches were 

heavy with red/yellow beautiful apples. 

It is a wonderful example of 

rejuvenation and such an inspiration. 

Even though we are hit by the 

strong winds of various troubles, dis-

appointments and challenges, always 

look up, say a prayer and be quietly 

trusting that in the end all will be well; 

remember the beautiful Bramley 

Apple tree.  

MARTIN THE MILKMAN 

Refrigerated delivery of fresh 

milk, dairy produce, bread, 

eggs, fruit juices and more. 

To place an order call 

01442 833944 

PHONES MANNED 4 PM – 6 PM 
ANSWERPHONE AT OTHER TIMES 

Your letters 
To the Editor 

It’s lovely to see so many people 

making use of the playground and 

allotment but unfortunately with 

increasing frequency some of these 

users are parking very inconsiderately 

and causing access issues for the 

neighbouring properties. 

With increasing frequency I am 

returning home to find the entrance to 

my property either partially or actually 

fully blocked by a parked car. 

If you are parking on Oxford Street 

for the playground or allotment please 

do ensure your car is not blocking 

access to any gate or driveway. 

Charlotte Thorn 

Lee Common 

 

Editor’s comment: I note that new 

building work has started on another 

house in Oxford Street and already 

parking is causing access issues, 

despite earlier entreaties to plan with 

consideration. Really? 
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“Aah, Bisto!” 
By Anthea Hartley 

D 
o you remember the Bisto 
Kids, those two iconic little 
ragamuffins inhaling the waft 

of Bisto Gravy?  First created in 1919 

by illustrator Will Owen (1869–1957), 
they will be 100 years old next year. 
How wonderful to be ageless! 

Well, we have some Bisto Kids of 
our own in the village, although they 
are far from being ragamuffins! On the 
contrary, they are particularly elegant 
ladies “of a certain age” who are 
members of our local ‘Contact the 
elderly’ group and who recently took 

part in the Bisto sponsored ‘Spare 
Chair on Sunday’ campaign. 

This was a scheme sponsored by 
Bisto whereby a family invited 
members of ‘Contact the elderly’ to 
join them and their family for a roast 
Sunday lunch. Living on one’s own it 
is hardly worth cooking a roast lunch 
for just one person, so the ‘Spare Chair 
on Sunday’ invitation was a lovely 
opportunity to enjoy a traditional, 
family Sunday lunch once more. 

On June 24th and September 16th 
Anna and David Rising kindly invited 
two members of our ‘Contact the 
elderly’ group and a volunteer driver to 
join them for Sunday lunch at their 
beautiful home on the edge of the 
Ashridge Forest Estate in Berkhamsted. 
A glass of fizz followed by a roast lunch 
ensured a convivial afternoon with 
stimulating and animated conversation 
ranging from Brexit to childhood 

reminiscences of a similar vintage to the 
original Bisto Kids themselves! 

Whilst our very own Bisto Kids 
were enjoying their Sunday lunch at 
Ashridge, two other members of our 
‘Contact the elderly’ group and their 
volunteer drivers were experiencing an 
afternoon tea fit for a king (Louis XVIII 
of France to be precise!) at the National 
Trust’s Hartwell House.  Thanks partly 
to the generosity of Hartwell House, our 
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ladies enjoyed a traditional cream tea in 
the beautiful surroundings of this 17th 
century house followed by an 
accompanied walk in the grounds. 

My special thanks to Becky 
Brocklehurst, Louise Mumcular and 
Rowena Irving, our volunteer drivers 
who transported and accompanied our 
guests to Hartwell House and also to 
the Rising family for welcoming us to 
their ‘Spare Chair on Sunday’ lunch. 

Up and down the whole of the line, 

the schedule of construction work 

seems to be slipping ever farther 

behind… and yet the overall project is 

still reported by as ‘on-time’ and ‘on 

budget’. Really? 

Did you know BISTO Gravy was 
so named in 1908 because it “Browns, 
Seasons and Thickens in One”! 

If you know anyone who is over 75 
and lives on their own and would like 
to join our local ‘Contact the elderly’ 
group as a guest, or somebody who 
would like to become a volunteer, 
please contact me (Anthea Hartley) on 
01494 837372 or e-mail 
bassibones@yahoo.co.uk.  

HS2 update 
By Colin Sully. The Lee Parish Council 

A 
nother month goes by and we 
are still no nearer to knowing 
the answers to the key issues 

facing our local communities. Our 
regular liaison meeting with HS2 Ltd  
has been postponed until mid-
November… when we hope to get 
some clearer answers!   

Diversion order 
By The Lee Parish Clerk 

B 
uckinghamshire  County 
Council has made a Public 
Path Diversion Order to divert 

Public Footpath Nos. 6 (Part) and 
No.16 (Part) in the parish of The Lee 
(the footpaths are at Lee Gate in the 
vicinity of the former public house). 

Full details are available on-line at: 
www.thelee.org.uk/ppdo.pdf or from 
the Parish Clerk on 837068. 

The closing date for responses is 
7th November. 
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Number One 
London 
By Trish Swain 

T 
he Swan Bottom ‘Ladies and 
Friends’ travelled to ‘Number 
One London’ on Friday 12th 

October for their 14th annual outing.  
Better known as Apsley House, 149 

Piccadilly, or the Wellington Museum, 
it seems that the nickname was given, as 
it was the first house after the tollgates 
at Knightsbridge. Next month’s 
newsletter will have a more detailed 
account of the museum and its history. 

the highlights of the museum collection, 
and a potted history.  

On leaving the sanctuary of Apsley 
House, the Wellington Arch is visible 
on the roundabout opposite and is also 
open to the public. Napoleon is quoted 
as saying “an army marches on its 
stomach” and after our tour we sought 
sustenance too in the streets around, the 
names of which are so familiar from the 
Monopoly Board. 

Many thanks to Frankie Little for all 
her hard work in administering the visit. 
If you would like to add your name to 
our list for next year’s visit, please email 
swaino@talk21.com 

 

After the hurly-burly of Hyde Park 
Corner and the gusts of the outgoing 
Storm Callum, it was a welcome 
contrast to turn the door handle and 
enter the calm and gracious entrance 
hall, leaving the kerfuffle of modern 
London behind. 

Our brilliant and engaging guide, 
Martin Stiles, gave us a tour of some of 

Bridge too far? 
The bidding at our table went: 
N       E     S    W 

1♣        -        -    Dble         

       -     1 ♠           -     2 ♠ 
       -      2 NT       -           3 NT 

       -           -           - 

S lead 6♥ and W made 3NT … but 4♠ 

by W fails when S trumps the second 
round of clubs. 
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SHORT-TERM 
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From £295 per week (all inclusive) 

 

Self-catering holiday  

or temporary accommodation  

at Lee Common 
 

Moving house?     

         Completion dates don’t coincide? 

         House sale falls through? 

         Builders outstaying their welcome? 
 

Expecting Visitors?      

         Need extra accommodation? 
 

Self-contained Period Property:  

sleeps four guests 
 

Tel: 01494 837798 

e-mail: lowerbassibones@yahoo.co.uk 

 
 

 

 

 

Dog Photography, Working Dogs, 
Game Shoots, Pets 
Action and Portrait 

________________________________________________ 

 

Chrissi Ratcliffe LRPS 

07719 731507 / 01494 837452 

chrissi_bell@hotmail.com    
www.chrissibellphotography.co.uk 

Getting into the 
festive spirit 
By Symeon Economou 

H 
aving held off as long as 
possible it is now time to start 
talking about Christmas. You 

will read elsewhere in this edition that 
our Christmas Food and Gift Market is 
to be held on Saturday November 10th 
(see page 29). This has become a 
mainstay in the calendar of the Shop 
due to the tireless efforts of Katie 
Michaelson-Yates, who actually starts 
the planning in the Spring. 

On the same theme, it is also time 
to start thinking about your Christmas 
catering and the role the shop can play 
in making your shopping as effortless 
as it is possible to be. We can source 
most of what you need, including 
turkeys and meat products, fruit and 
vegetables, bread, cakes and croissants, 
milk and cream and lots more, 
everything ready for you to collect on 
Christmas Eve. Last Christmas we 
fulfilled a record 60 orders but we’re 
aiming to better that this Christmas. 

This year we hope to also be able 
to offer freshly prepared seasonal 
ready meals by Toby Sharman, who 
has already wowed some customers 
with his traditional and ethnic dishes. 
Forms will be available from mid-
November and also downloadable 
from the village website. 

Our range of cards, wines and 
flowers regularly draws compliments 
from customers and I know Katie, 
Charles and Chris respectively will 
deploy all of their flair as we approach 
the Festive Season. 

We love Christmas Eves at the Shop! 
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Fayrfax at 
Christmas 
From The Old Church Trust Committee 

I 
n The Lee, the Fayrfax Consort 

and Christmas, are as inextricably 

linked as Holly and Ivy, and so 

we are delighted to welcome this 

talented troupe back again to jump-

start the Christmas season for us at 

7:30 pm on Sunday 9th December at 

The Lee Old Church.   

As always, David Ireson will be 

leading the evening’s entertainment, 

Larks Nursery 
By James Edwards, Head Teacher 

C 
hildren and staff at Larks 

Nursery at Lee Common CE 

School have had a super first 

half-term. The children have enjoyed a 

wide-ranging curriculum including 

forest schools, kindergym, sports 

coaching, phonics, number work and 

RE as well as a range of indoor and 

outdoor child-initiated learning 

sessions. The children have also really 

enjoyed playing in the new large 

sandpit that is one of the guises for the 

new outdoor classroom. 

Macmillan 
thanks 
By Trish Swain 

P 
ippa Hart and I are filled with 

gratitude for the support and 

generosity of The Lee for the 

Macmillan Coffee Morning on 28th 

September. Thanks to all your donations 

we sent £1,431 to the charity; Gift Aid 

will further boost that total.  

It costs around £200 to offer 

palliative care for a day, so the monies 

will be gratefully received.  

A ‘Mac-million thank yous’. 

The children benefit from a 

wonderful range of both indoor and 

outdoor spaces. The two new base 

rooms, the beautiful new outdoor 

featuring the Consort’s own distinctive 

brand of festive songs, amusing 

readings and traditional carols by 

candlelight. 

To round the evening off perfectly, 

we’ll be serving a spicy Christmas 

punch along with homemade mince 

pies. Tickets are just £15 each, so to 

get your Christmas festivities off on 

the just right note simply call Pam 

Garner on 837501 or Jilly Carleton-

Smith on 837205.   
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Mike Lake 
Friendly & Local 

Painter & Decorator 
For that professional touch 

Interior & Exterior 

Also Property Maintenance 

For a free quotation please call:  

01494 866873 / 07723 017005 

mikelake42@talktalk.net 

 

Great Missenden 

Supported Living 
 

A warm, friendly, house for the 

elderly, in the picturesque centre of 

the village. 

Come and take a look to see for 

yourself and have a chat with 

 Carol Lauder-Ross (Manager) 

Tel: 01494 865026  

or email for a brochure 

info@abbeyfieldgreatmissenden.co.uk 

Find out more on our website 

www.abbeyfield.com 

classroom and the new classroom 

‘loft’ for the Wrens classroom were all 

completed over the course of the 

summer, earlier this year. 

The children have also gained 

g rea t l y  f rom  fo r ming  c lo se 

attachments with their nominated key 

workers. These are Miss Keen for 

Wood Larks Class and Mrs Scoot and 

Mrs Cornick for Sky Larks Class.  

During a recent (September 

2018) review by Helen Jones, an 

Ofsted inspector, Larks Nursery and 

Wrens Recept ion class  were 

considered ‘outstanding’ along with 

l eade r sh ip  and  managemen t , 

children’s behaviour, pupil outcomes 

and many other aspects of the school 

and nursery.  

We are very proud of our 

youngest children who are so 

independent and mature for their age 

and have made such a wonderful start 

to life in Lee Common!  

The nursery children benefit from 

both the security of their base rooms, 

where they can work with their own 

Early Years Educator in small class 

groups, and within larger groups in the 

Wrens classroom, ‘End Room,’ central 

hall and the multiple outdoor areas. 
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A truly independent family funeral directors 

J Brown Funeral Services 
67 Woodside Road, Amersham, HP6 6AA 

01494 727474 (24 hours) 

Contact Jason Brown on: 01494 727474 

jason@jbrownfuneralservices.co.uk 

Recommended by  

The Good Funeral Guide 

Bespoke and traditional services 

Private chapels of rest 

Pre-paid funeral plans 

Off street client parking 

Home visits 

Pet of the 
month No. 21 
By Theo Free 

I 
 do generally like people but was a 

bit wary of having my photograph 

taken by a strange man delivering 

Newsletters. As a kitten, I was rescued 

Rural crime  
By PC Kevin Flint 

T 
he local rural crime figures for 

the period 27/06/18 to 25/09/18 

showed burglary to be low 

with only four in The Lee parish, 

Ballinger and South Heath –  of which 

one was an attempted break-in and one 

was at a derelict house; the other two 

were garage break-ins. 

There was a rise in theft from 

motor vehicles in the wider rural area, 

particularly in Ashley Green at a 

location popular with dog walkers. It 

was noted that in nearly all cases items 

stolen were handbags, phones etc. that 

would most likely have been on 

display and with simple crime 

prevention measures many of these 

crimes may have been prevented. 

General theft was again low with 

only six reported in the rural area in 

the three month period. Two were in 

the area of The Lee, including a cast 

iron post box at Swan Bottom and 

metal from Ballinger Memorial Hall. 

Assaults in the wider rural area 

were again low and were linked to 

party goers at Latimer House. There 

was a small number of criminal 

damage offences, of which three were 

car windows being smashed and were 

likely preparatory steps to a theft: 

none were in The Lee parish. 

For more information, please visit 

www.chilterncommunityforum.org. 
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Food and gift 
market 
By Katie Michaelson-Yates, 

10th November, 8am to 1pm 

C 
ome along to this popular 

annual event put on by the 

Shop @ The Lee. We have 

selected a range of savoury and sweet 

seasonal foods, beverages and related 

non-food items. These will include 

trusted favourites such as stollen and 

panettone, but also some specially 

selected products we haven’t had 

before.  Yummy chocolates, shortbread 

biscuits in beautiful tins (perfect 

presents), ales, Christmas cakes, puds 

and mince pies,  gingerbread, 

macaroons and other tasty treats.  We 

won’t forget basics like chutneys, 

stuffings and sauces. 
 We will again be supporting 

Scannappeal with their wonderful 

Christmas cards, also beautiful 

decorations specially selected by Chris, 

Advent calendars, wrapping paper, 

crackers and much, much more. 

There will be a welcome mulled 

wine and Christmas cake for all our 

shoppers. 

So please keep this morning free for 

easy Christmas gift and food shopping. 

by a lovely family at Kings Ash and 

now lead a very pleasant life. 

‘Gift of God’ – that’s what Theo 

means – and that’s how they treat me 

around here!! 

[If you would like your pet featured 

in the Newsletter, just send a photo 

and some interesting text to 

theleenewsletter@googlemail.com] 
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The fastest way to let everyone in the 
Parish know about an event you are 
arranging is to publish it right here in 
the Newsletter. Contact the editor by 
the 12th of the previous month (see 
contact details on page 3). 

November 
Thursday 1st. The Lee Walking Group. 

Meet at The Lee Green at 9:30 am. 

Saturday 3rd. Coffee Morning at the 

Methodist Church. 

Monday 5th. Bonfire and Fireworks. 

6:30 pm. See October Newsletter. 

Saturday 10th. Christmas Fayre at The 

Shop @ The Lee. See page 29. 

Sunday 11th. Remembrance Day. See 

page 2. 

Tuesday 13th. The Lee Parish 

Council Meeting at the Parish Hall 

7:30 pm. 

Tuesday 13th. Ballinger Evening WI. 

‘Supershoes’ with Anne Bauling: 8:00 pm. 

Saturday 17th. Annual Christmas 

Fair. Ballinger Hall. 10:00 am to  

1:00 pm. See page 4. 

Saturday 17th. Roving Supper. 7:30 

pm. See page 9. Directory of 
local contacts 
Ballinger Horticultural Society 

Chairperson: Brenda Gover 
info@ballingerhorti.co.uk 

Ballinger War Memorial Hall 
Bookings: Jane Ogden, 837379 

Ballinger Evening W.I. 
Contact: Frankie Little, 837659 
frankie.little@btinternet.com 

Friday 23rd. The Lee Old Church. 

Book launch: ‘The Lee in Living 
Memory’. See page 12. 
Friday 23rd. Christmas pamper and 

gift shopping. 7:30 pm. See page 11.  
Thursday 29th. The Arts Society 

Ballinger. ‘Dresden Today - Art and 
Architecture’. 8:00 pm. Guests £8. 
Friday 30th. Newsletter Annual 

Dinner. 7:30 pm. See September 
Newsletter. 

Coming soon 
Saturday 1st December. Coffee 

Morning. Lee Common Methodist 
Church 10:30 am to 12 noon. 

Sunday 2nd December. Light-up 

Ballinger. From 5:00 pm onwards 
Thursday 6th December. The Lee 

Walking Group. Meet at 9:30 am. 
Sunday 9th December. Fayrfax Consort 

at The Lee Old Church. See page 26.  

Tuesday 11th December. Ballinger 

Evening WI. Christmas Party. 

Saturday 15th December.  Carols by 

candlelight with Vocal Lees in The 

Lee Old Church at 4:00 pm.  Tickets 

£10 from the Shop. 

Wednesday 23rd January 2019. Bridge 

Drive. Save the date - see page 7. 

THE LEEWAY – YOUR 

VILLAGE SUPPORT TEAM 

If you have difficulty getting to your 

doctor or the hospital, doing your 

shopping or would like a home visit and 

a friendly chat, then please ring: 

 01494 837177 

Mon - Fri: 10 am - 4 pm. Sat: 10 am - 

12 noon. Please give us reasonable notice 

of your requirement to help us organise it. 
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Rates 9 am - 1 pm 
2 pm - 6 pm 

6 pm - 
midnight 

Mon - Fri £30 or £10/hr £45 or £10/hr 
Sat/Sun £12/hr £70 
Bank Holiday £12/hr £70 

The Newsletter 

T 
he Lee Newsletter is published 10 
times a year and distributed free to 
all households in the parish… and 

a little beyond. The views expressed in it 
are not necessarily those of the Editor. 

We welcome original letters and 
articles of general interest and relevance 
to The Lee. Copy should be sent to 
theleenewsletter@googlemail.com or, if 
on paper, to the Editor of the month (see 
page 3) by the 12th of each month. 

Letters should ideally run to no more 
than 200 words and articles to no more 
than 700 words; material may be edited 
and may appear on the village website 
www.thelee.org.uk unless consent is 
specifically withheld. Anonymous 
contributions are not accepted. 

To advertise or place an insert, please 
contact Paul Apicella on 837377 by the 
12th of the previous month. 

If you have photographs for 
publication please contact Jonathan 
Bat ten  on  837450 or  emai l 
battenjonathan@hotmail.com. 

For queries regarding distribution 
contact Barnaby Usborne on 837382. 

Other members of the Editorial 
team: Peter Archer, Zoe Berkeley, 
Richard Dickinson, Phil Harrison, Jen 
Ogley, Adam Speller and Colin Sully. 

Printed by Strongs:  01442 878592. 

To book the Parish Hall 

or Scout Hut 
 

’phone Anne Barnett on 837796 
 

Car park only £10 
Crockery/cutlery £15 (hire outside the hall) 

Lee Common C of E School 

School office, 837267 
office@leecommon.bucks.sch.uk 

Lee Common Methodist Church 
Marian Tomkins, 837479 

Lee Common Scouts 

Scout Leader Thomas Brockett:  
837294 or brockett8@hotmail.com 

Leeside Nursery 

Nancy Stephens, 837719 
www.leesidenurseryschool.co.uk 

Shop @ The Lee 

Symeon Economou, 837195 
theleeshop@yahoo.co.uk 

St John the Baptist Church 

See centre pages. 
St Mary’s Ballinger 

Contact: Anne Ellis, 837247 
anne.ellis1004@gmail.com 

The Art Society Ballinger 

Chair, Lesley Wickham, 865480 
ballinger@theartssociety.org 

The Lee Cricket Club 

www.theleecc.org.uk 
Secretary, Mike Harris 
07788 345555 

The Lee Flower Show 

Chairman, Jonathan Batten, 
837450 

The Lee Newsletter 

theleenewsletter@googlemail.com 
The Lee Old Church Trust 

Secretary: Pam Garner 837501 
The Lee Parish Council  

Clerk: Hayley Farrelly, 837068 
theleeparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk 
www.thelee-pc.org.uk  

Allotments: Alison Weir, 837529 
The Lee Parish Hall Committee 

Bookings: Anne Barnett, 837796 
Chairman: Tony Lea, 837237 

The Leeway 

Contact, 837177 
Vocal Lees 

Jeannette Batten, 837450 


