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From the
Xmas Editor
By Jonathan Batten
bumper Christmas annual of
a newsletter this month with a
satisfying mix of varying
content, some serious thoughts to
ponder on and some not so serious, all
for your unlimited enjoyment.
Reports on what’s been and gone –
you were either there or you missed it
– and invitations to what’s to come –
be there or be square – but first a
couple of verses from Shakin’ Stevens
to put you in a festive mood:

A

Sales & Lettings
64 High Street Great Missenden
Buckinghamshire HP16 0AN
Tel: 01494 890990
email: info@jeremyswan.co.uk
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‘Snow is fallin'
All around me
Children playin'
Having fun
It's the season
Love and understanding
Merry Christmas everyone
Time for parties
And celebrations
People dancin'
All night long
Time for presents
And exchanging kisses
Time for singing Christmas songs’
The Newsletter team wish all our
readers a Happy Christmas and a
prosperous New Year and, as we take

a break next month, please send your
contributions for the February edition
to theleenewsletter@googlemail.com
or hard copy to the editor, Peter
Archer,
at
Mulberry
Cottage,
Blackthorne Lane, Ballinger by 12th
January 2019.

Santa’s inbox
Remembering
To the Editor
I was surprised to read in November’s
editorial that ‘Remembrance Sunday at
the Lee always suggests to some a prelunch party without the sherry.’
What I have encountered there
over the last thirty years and again
yesterday is a sense of community
certainly but also silence, solemnity,
admiration, sadness, respect and
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reflection. None of these suggest to me
a pre-lunch party.
Janet Whittow
Wendover
To the Editor
I suspect I was not alone in finding the
attendance at the memorial on The Lee
green for the Act of Remembrance on
11th November truly inspiring. There
must have been nearly 300 people
gathered there which, for a parish of
not much more than 700 people, is
impressive.

Putting aside the politics, the
religion and the rights and wrongs of
war, it perhaps offers us some hope
that this kind of ‘respect’, for the
sacrifices that others have made, might
somehow be more reflected in our
future society. Or am I day-dreaming?
Thanks to all those who organised
the events on that day (the pussers rum
was especially warming).
Colin Sully
Swan Bottom

Morte de Boysles
To the Editor
I would like to thank this wonderful
community for their kindness and
sensitivity following the sudden and

totally unexpected death of my
amazing dog, Boysles.

Giles and I rescued him seven
and a half years ago and, as many of
you will know from personal
experience, he was a handful!
However, he responded to the love
and time we lavished on him and
became settled and oh so happy,
although maybe not always perfectly
behaved! He was the most intuitive
dog I've ever had, understood me and
knew all my secrets.
I had planned to buy a puppy after
Christmas, a chum for Boysles, but the
house is empty and I can't wait that
long. By the time this letter is out in
print, you may well have met the
newest addition to our family but she
will have very big boots to fill.
Thanks again for all the kind
words.
Sally Knowles
The Lee

Make love not war
To the Editor
I am saddened to find the general tone
of communications in the village
becoming distinctly ‘Trumpish’.
I'm all for people having differing
views and expressing them but,

whether it is writing in the Newsletter,
on The Lee Forum, or commenting on
planning applications and dealing with
neighbours I have never known such
unpleasantness.
The Christians among us could
remember the command to ‘love your
neighbour as yourself’ and even Freud
said, “At the end of the day – be kind”.
We have been remembering those
from the village who gave their lives
for our future so let's try to make the
village a more pleasant place to live,
shall we?
In hope.
Jane Marsh
Lee Common

Ode to the
volunteers
By Diana Taylor (with apologies to
John Keats)
Season of mists, and Roving Supper
night
Close bosomed friend of Christmas
soon to come
Conspiring with this how to make
things bright
And give our village many kinds of fun;
To bend our ears with carols, local
ladies
Will practise every week and, as they
sing
Others will - busy in the kitchen Cook lovely things to eat that they can
bring
Whilst those that set the flowers or lay
each table
Work hard in friendship, doing all
they’re able.
Abounding happiness is theirs because
they pitch in.
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The team is working at our village store
Setting up shop that we may seek and
find
Arrays of flavours, local gifts and more
These volunteers are busy and yet kind
Some rising early, while the rest of us
still sleep
Others sorting shelves to give the shop
‘the look’,
Whilst making Fridays fragrant with
fresh flowers.
Do not forget the ones who clean the
shop and keep
It steady, or tally figures, the ‘keepers of
the book’
Who make quite sure the money’s
straight – not ‘crook’
They pull together giving effort, skill and
hours.
Memories of Church teas, of Fete and
Flower Show
Are still with us, as bakers load the
‘Kitchen Aid’
That Contact for the Elderly will let the
‘oldies’ know
How we respect each sacrifice they
made
Quietly, those working for the Lee Way
Will drive or visit those who have a need
It may be just to chat or make a trip
But every time to make a brighter day
Where quietness takes its time and
there’s no speed
Where kindness given for free, and not
for greed,
Remains the sentiment that holds its
grip.
Who are these quiet workers? Who are
they?
They sell the concert tickets, set the
chairs out too
And make sure that the rest of us can
play
Or rest whilst they get up and do
We others barely know that we are born

Autumn in
The Lee – a
feast 4 the i’s

been a feast for my eyes. As John
Donne said, “No spring nor summer
beauty hath such grace as I have seen in
one autumnal face.”
The enveloping shades of mustard,
mahogany and rust, with the occasional
burst of crimson in the fading leaves
that still dress the trees. Golden leaves
fall collectively and gracefully like
snowfall, with the occasional lone leaf
that just skims the end of your nose out
of nowhere. Then there are the
undressed trees amidst the woodland
that stand amongst a blanket of tawny
leaves. Their nakedness, just a mere
skeleton of its former summer self. It is
instead the Holly trees that now
‘bloom’, full of deep evergreen leaves
sprinkled with pops of juicy red berries.

By Zoe Berkeley
he beauty of my first summer in
The Lee was one to remember;
you could say that we were so
blessed with the weather that perhaps
autumn may have appeared a little bit
later this year, but as Stevie Wonder
sang ‘The seasons know exactly when to
change’: my recent walks around the
village have certainly shown me that.
Autumn has always been my
favourite time of year, the colours, the
change and the cosiness. Described by
Keats as the “Season of mists and
mellow fruitfulness” it’s the perfect
excuse for cosy knits, hot chocolate,
pumpkin soup, fireworks and cinnamon
rich candles. Having lived in London all
my life until I moved to The Lee a year
ago, I’m not sure I ever knew the true
beauty of autumn… until now.
The hazy summer days gone by
with lush green bursting with flowers
and early morning bird song has been a
delight to witness in embracing my new
country cottage life. But it’s my strolls
as the season has changed that has really

Autumn almost has its very own
precious metals and gems – the ferns
have become bronzed and acorns have
become the precious pearls of the oak
tree. The perfectly shiny conkers are
strewn in the mud underfoot like
treasure. Jewel coloured and durable
Dahlias and Geraniums provide the
colour to embellish the cottage gardens.
There is a dampness in the air and
lush green moss slithers across branches
and lost twigs on the ground. As the
wind picks up, curled and crispy amber
leaves tumble alongside me on the
pathway. Dappled sunlight turns the
swaying ryegrass golden, and ivy
elegantly climbs up the field gates
spreading its roots for the approaching
winter. I collect a handful of perfectly
shiny conkers to take home.
As a girl who grew up in a North
London primary school, I can’t tell you
what treasure it is to have this many
conkers. Even just one you had
painstakingly searched for on
Hampstead Heath was always a rare

Among these beavers, working quietly,
yet very oft’
They seemingly make magic, before our
very eyes,
We barely notice all that they perform
We never have to pay them and must
remain in debt,
To those who work for us so willingly and yet
We DO say “thank you” to our
volunteers, who seek no prize.
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The gems of autumn

find that you proudly attached to string
to take into school and boast to your
friends, seven-year-old Zoe would have
been overjoyed here now.
As I wander back home down
Oxford Street, I’m met by the aroma of
the myriad of drying lavender outside
Bugle Cottage and its powerful scent
reminds me of the glorious summer we
have just left behind. As I approach the
allotments the smoky air and the smell
of wood fire then takes over, to me it’s
the scent of autumn. Those shiny
conkers now adorn my fireplace
amongst some fallen acorns and an
array of pumpkins, I’ve been so taken
by the bucolic surroundings that I’ve
wanted to bring the outside in.
As a typical Taurean, I’m someone
who generally doesn’t like change, but
autumn is teaching me that change
really can be beautiful.
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time visiting you when I came to The
Lee. You were always such a sharp,
witty and chatty person and now you
were so different. I still loved holding
the same soft hands and seeing that
smile of yours.
We loved you both so much and
we will always remember you.
[Margaret passed away peacefully
in September 2018. Ed]

Margaret
Glanfield – a
farewell note
By her granddaughter Camilla
ear Grandma:
Before I knew that you had
Alzheimer’s I remember you
asking me if we still thought of you as
our real grandma. You seemed
confused and restless and it became
more and more difficult to maintain the
same contact we had before.
You were and will always be our
grandma.
I have so many memories from
growing up and visiting you and
grandpa in Firgrove Cottage.
Memories I will forever treasure.
I remember getting up in the
morning and coming down to the
kitchen with you busy arranging
everything from a selection of minipackets of cereal (that we didn’t have
in Norway), toast on a special toastrack, eggs and berries from different
neighbours and a very bitter
marmalade that I pretended to like.
You spent so much time with all us
children, showing us everything from
your treasured necklaces and belts you
got as gifts from your time in Canada,
dance steps from your time as a young
ballet dancer, and all the flowers in
your fairy-tale garden. One time you
had these almost blue roses that I can
still picture.
When I became a little older and
visited you without mum and dad you
drove me and a friend in your little
cabriolet all the way to Milton Keynes
to go shopping. Can you imagine...

D

LCS Christmas
extravaganza
You had a smart tweed outfit and wore
a scarf around your hair. With your
sunglasses on, you looked like a movie
star and we felt like royalty driving
along the country lanes!
You were always so patient and
kind with us. When I was older you told
me you always found chocolate fingers
hidden in the sofa after me and Celia
went back to Norway. We must have
tried to hide them away like hamsters,
but you never got cross with us.
I also remember the love you and
grandpa had for each other, and how
proud he was of you. He always said
you had the best legs in the country.
We had so many wonderful times
together just talking and listening to
music in your living room.
When you became really affected
by Alzheimer's I was relieved you
found a peaceful and kind place to
live. Grandpa came to visit you most
days almost up until he himself
became ill. It was difficult seeing you
like that. In fact I had a really hard

By Mary Godfrey
he Lee Common School
Association would like to
invite the whole community to
come and join in with our Christmas
festivities which will take place at the
school on Oxford Street 11:30 am to
2:30 pm on Saturday 8th December.
Come and see Santa in his grotto,
try your luck on the adult tombola and
buy something fabulous from a range
of stalls selling beauty products, books
and cards. A room full of games will
keep the children entertained and gift
alley is perfect for those last minute
presents for all ages.
All this can be enjoyed with a glass
of mulled wine or beer and lunch from
the BBQ.
Win a fabulous prize on the raffle
or buy a tasty cake to take home for
your tea!
Raffle prizes include: a year’s free
subscription to the Telegraph, a
professional photography session
worth £200, a £50 voucher for Origins
wine bar, a golden ticket for the Roald
Dahl museum and many, many more.
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Cromar
Carpets Ltd
CARPETS, VINYL AND
WOOD FLOORING
SUPPLIED AND FITTED

9-11 STATION APPROACH
GREAT MISSENDEN
01494 862125
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Home to school Get real shop
service – Kala
transport –
Felicem Diem Christouyenna
Nativitatis
By Bucks County Council
e are running a consultation
on changes being made to
the Council’s home to school
transport arrangements. We have
prepared a draft ‘Home to School
Transport Policy’ to show what the
proposed arrangements will be. This has

W

been drafted in line with the Department
for Education’s statutory guidance.
The results of this consultation will
be published and help inform a decision
by the Council’s Cabinet in March
2019. A report will be published after
this date which details the decisions
made and the reasons for doing so.
The 10 week consultation runs
through to 11:00 pm on 4th January
2019. Full details of the consultation can
be found at https://tinyurl.com/
yaqhyg8d and the questionnaire will be
found at: www.research.net/r/
schooltransport
If you have any enquiries about this
consultation,
please
email
consultations@buckscc.gov.uk

By Symeon Economou
ell, I can’t deny Christmas is
here. We’ve just held the
Christmas Food and Gift
Market in the hall. Either side of the four
hours that it was open we had torrential
rain but in between was a gap of
beautiful sunshine and customers turned
out in droves. Sales were six times the
normal Saturday turnover which, for our
little shop, was a triumph.
As usual it would not have
happened without the peerless
supporting team, but I have to make
special mention of Chris Field’s superb
range of gifts and especially Katie for
her weeks of planning and
orchestrating it all on the day in her
usual unflappable way.
Next stop is Christmas Eve. Last
year we fulfilled over 60 customer
orders, including 40 turkeys, 200
loaves of bread and a mountain of fruit
and vegetables, and we’re hoping to
better that this year.
We source everything from known
and trusted suppliers who have never
let us down. Turkeys and everything
meaty comes for Kings Farm Shop,
Wendover, bread, cakes, croissants
come from Darvells, Chesham, milk
and dairy from Martin the Milkman
and fruit and vegetables from Peterley
Manor Farm.
You can also order free range eggs,
flowers and some Mediterranean
favourites like pizza bases, baklava and
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cheeses, all from authentic Italian and
Greek sources.
Order packs are available in the
shop or we will email one to you –
please send the request to Symeon at
symeconomou@yahoo.co.uk. Hand it
back in to the shop and we will have it
all ready for you on Christmas Eve,
when we hope you will join us for a
glass of something and a nibble or two.
And, since this is the last edition of
the Newsletter this year, everyone
involved with the Shop at The Lee
extends warm and sincere wishes to all
of our customers and suppliers for the
Festive Season and 2019.
We love what we do.
[Remember to get your tickets for
the Vocal Lees Christmas carol
concert from the shop. See below. Ed]

Carols... by
luz das velas
By Jeannette Batten
n Saturday 15th December at
4:00 pm, our local ladies’
choir, Vocal Lees, will be
performing for your delight in The Lee
Old Church.
This will be the perfect start to
Christmas, a treat for all the family, a
special late afternoon celebration of
traditional carols and readings in a
beautiful candlelit setting.
Our musical director, Judith
Sheridan, will be conducting and we
shall be accompanied on piano by
Maria Milanova.
We will be serving refreshments
afterwards and your tickets for only £10
are available at The Shop at The Lee.

O

Pilates
@HOME

‘FLEXIBLE TO THE CORE’
1 to 1 Pilates… in the comfort and
convenience of your own home

Mat Pilates for all abilities
Improves posture, flexibility,
core strength, muscle tone
and sports performance
Individuals [or small groups of up to 4]
Qualified Mat Pilates instructor for
Beginner, Intermediate and
Advanced Levels
“In ten sessions you will feel the difference,
in 20 you will see the difference and in 30
you will have a whole new body”
… Joseph Pilates
If you are interested or require further
information please contact:

Karen on 07790 081670

Email: info@karensabsolutepilates.co.uk
www.karensabsolutepilates.co.uk
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Altogether
now in Bucks!
(except MK)
Statement by James Brokenshire
(Secretary of State for Housing,
Communities and Local Government)
“… I am today announcing that I have
decided to implement, subject to
Parliamentary approval, the locally-led
proposal to replace the existing five
councils across Buckinghamshire by
one new single unitary district council.

expect the new unitary council, and in
the meantime the existing councils, to
engage with their local communities
about the appropriate arrangements for
civic representation for towns and
parishes…
My intention is that if the new
council will be established on 1 April
2020 with the first elections to the
council held on 7 May 2020. I intend to
explore with the district councils
whether they would like me to make
and lay before Parliament an Order to
delay for one year the May 2019 local
elections in Aylesbury Vale, Chiltern,
South Bucks and Wycombe, so as to
avoid councillors being elected for
only one year.”
The Lee Parish Council… awaits
further announcements.

Apsley House
(slight return):
Feliz Navidad
By Trish Swain
n November’s newsletter the visit
by the Swan Bottom Ladies and
Friends to Number One London
was mentioned. The fascinating
property has a rich history and place in
London.
Robert Adam designed the house for
Lord Apsley between 1771-8. In 1807
the 1st Marquess Wellesley acquired it,
but financial troubles meant that he was
forced to sell it to his now more famous
brother, Arthur Wellesley, the first Duke
of Wellington.
After his famous victory at
Waterloo in 1815, Wellesley was
awarded £600,000 by a grateful

I
… I intend to speak with the five
councils to determine whether I should
modify the proposal before
implementing it, in relation to councillor
numbers, perhaps providing for threemember electoral wards. I will also

nation, and a dukedom created for
him. It was anticipated that he would
build a palace like Blenheim and many
of the gifts presented to him were on a
grand scale. However, he chose to
remain in this more modest house,
even if it did mean reconfiguring the
staircase to accommodate a colossal
marble statue of Napoleon. Napoleon
is depicted in the nude by Canova as
‘Mars the Peacemaker’ in a heroic
pose which was described as ‘athletic’,
and Napoleon himself did not want it
on public display in France when he
acquired it before his defeat.
Every year the Waterloo Banquet
was held in the magnificent dining room
to commemorate the victory on 18th June
1815, with allies and fellow officers
HOLIDAY HOME TO LET
IN SPAIN
GAUCIN - ANDALUCIA
3 Bedroom property with pool
in the hilltop white village of Gaucin.
Stunning views of Mediterranean,
Gibraltar and Moroccan Hills.

attending. Eventually, Wellington had
the Waterloo Gallery constructed to
accommodate the growing guest list. In
2015 a special banquet was held to mark
the bicentenary of the battle with
descendants of the original officers
attending, as well as foreign diplomats
and royalty.
Wellington collected art, mainly
domestic scenes, landscapes and
portraits of fellow officers.
Interestingly, he had only one painting
of the Battle of Waterloo itself; it
seems he was very well aware that war
was not glorious and resulted in
casualties. At the rout of Vittoria in
Portugal in 1813, when the retreating
French army abandoned their 12-mile
long baggage train, around 200
paintings from the Spanish Royal
Collection were discovered.
Wellington tried to return these, and

KINGSHILL
CARS FOR ALL OCCASIONS

CHILTERNS
AIRPORTS
LONDON

Ring now for availability
Tel. 01494 837602

01494 868699

www.casa-mirador.com

Email: bookings@kingshillcars.co.uk
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after two attempts the Spanish
presented the paintings to him. 83 of
these are still on display in Apsley
House. They form part of a collection
of 3,000 pieces of art, sculpture, silver,
military memorabilia and porcelain
dinner services.
In 1947 the then Duke, by a private
Act of Parliament, was able to give
Apsley House to the nation as a
museum on the understanding that a
set of apartments would be available
to the family ‘so long as there is a
Duke of Wellington’. As a result this
Grade 1 Listed Building is now the
only one of the grand town houses still
used by the ducal family.

Bridge Drive
out those
January blues
By Judy Hart
fter this year’s successful
Bridge Drive we will be
having our next one on 23rd
January 2019 at 1:30 pm at Ballinger
Hall – the best in Bucks!
We are repeating the same format
with lots of fun and a fantastic tea to
enjoy which could only matched by
the Ritz! The one change is the venue.
There will be many prizes to be won,
not just for the highest score! The aim is
to enjoy your bridge with your own four
and raise much needed funds for the Lee
Parish Church at the same time.
Please book your tables of four at
£40 per table as soon as possible to
avoid disappointment. Contact Jane
Neal
on
01494
837264
or
rodandjane.neal@gmail.com
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Explosions in
Cherry Tree
Lane – Sheng
Dan Kuai Le
By Tony Lea
e had an excellent
evening with a large
crowd and, for the time of
year, warm and dry weather.
Our thanks firstly to Trish and
Barnaby Usborne for the use of their
paddock and their work on the day
and Tuesday morning. It is such an
ideal venue for this event.
Thanks also to Trevor Pearce for
building a huge bonfire and to Steve
Humphreys for purchasing and
setting off a wonderful fireworks
display.
Many thanks also to the over 70's
for working so hard providing hot
dogs, mulled wine and alcoholic
drinks and to the Hall Committee
members for their organisation. Also
many thanks to Chris Nevill and the
scouts for cooking 200 sausages.
We would love to have offers of
help for next year if you have an
hour to spare on 5th November 2019.
We hope to have made £1,800 on the
night which is a great effort by
everyone and a huge thanks to all
those who supported us.
[Letting off fireworks, other than
on the day to remember Guy Fawkes
and the infamous Gunpowder Plot
1605, has prompted some interesting
exchanges on The Lee Forum. Ed]
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Bridge too far
gone for
Christmas?

An editor is
not just for
Christmas

By Judy Hart et al
he advantage of a pre-empt is
that it causes problems for
opponents bidding: on this
occasion, it was also a problem for
partner…

By the Newsletter Editorial Team
e are very keen to start the
New Year with a couple of
new ‘occasional editors’.
Newsletter editors edit two or three
copies of the Newsletters each year,
chosen at a time convenient to their
lives. Basic email and wordprocessing skills are needed, an
interest in village life and a keenness
to be part of the ‘voice of The Lee’.
If you would like to find out more,
then do talk to one of the Editorial
Team (see back page) or email
theleenewsletter@googlemail.com
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♠ 10 9 2
♥AQJ9752
♦96
♣4
♠AQ753
♠8
♥ 10 8
♥4
♦K7
♦ Q J 10 3 2
♣KJ97
♣ A Q 10 6 5 3
♠KJ64
♥K63
♦A854
♣82
Dealer: North
Vulnerability: N / S
North pre-empted at our table with
3♥ opening bid. How do you think it
progressed? See page 23.
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The Lee Parish
Council –
Zalig Kerstfeest
By Hayley Farrelly, Clerk to the Council

Notice Boards

F

rom time to time I get asked
about the notice boards in the
parish: where they are, who
owns them, what they are used for etc.
To the best of my knowledge, the
notice boards in the village are:












Oxford St, outside Amber Cottage:
ownership not clear; for general
village use
At the right of the entrance to the
Parish Hall car park: owned,
maintained and for use by the
Parish Council
At the left of the entrance to the
Parish Hall car park: owned by the
Parish Hall Committee; for use by
the Parish Hall and Scouts
By the entrance to the Shop; owned
by and spaces let by the Shop
The Guild Room: for use by the
Parish Council and general village
use
St John The Baptist Church: for
church notices
Swan Bottom, outside Blacksmith
Cottage: for general village use.

If you know of any other boards/
uses, please could you let me know by
emailing the Clerk at:
theleeparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk

Allotment vacancies
As autumn takes hold our
allotment holders have been busy

harvesting their produce and preparing
their plots for the long winter months.
A small team have been working hard
to clear the allotments of discarded
wood and pallets – that you to
Barnaby for letting us put them on the
bonfire at this year’s fireworks
display. We have a number of plots
available to rent at the moment –
please contact me if you are interested
I will be happy to meet with you to
show you which ones are available.
A gentle reminder to dog owners –
if you are walking your dogs through
the allotments and playground, please
ensure that they are kept on a lead.

Pothole repairs
The winter will soon be upon us
and our roads will inevitably once
again more quickly deteriorate.
To report a pothole direct to
Transport for Bucks you can use the
link below – it only takes a couple of
minutes and is by far the quickest way
of registering a problem with the
people who can do something about it.
If it helps to improve the state of our
local roads, that is a couple of minutes
well spent.
https://www.buckscc.gov.uk/
services/transport-and-roads/report-aproblem/report-a-pothole/

Parish Council banking
We have experienced a few issues
with our current banking services
which has impacted our ability, in the
short term, to send and receive money.
I am pleased to report that this has
now been rectified.
All that remains to be said is on
behalf of the Parish Council to wish
everyone in the parish a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Our
county –
Joyeux
Noël
By Tricia Birchley
any congratulations to
everyone who made
Remembrance Sunday at
The Lee such a memorable occasion.
My wreath was laid at the combined
service for Hawridge, Cholesbury and
St Leonards on a spectacular winter
morning, and I also enjoyed the
celebration in The Lee Old Church in
the evening.
How lucky we are to have so many
talented historians, musicians and
presenters in our community. I am also
delighted to support ‘The Lee in Living
Memory’ (see page 27) from my
Community Leaders Fund and
understand from Jenny and Paul how
much work has gone into producing it.
The announcement of one Unitary
Authority for Buckinghamshire (see
page 10), whilst long overdue, means
a new direction for local government.
Staff may be required to reapply for
their jobs, the number of councillors
will be reduced substantially, and
hopefully the reduction in overheads
will release more money for roads and
social care. Three senior members of
staff at Transport for Bucks are
currently in the process of moving
away but that said, the rural road
network is much improved. Oxford
Street is now top of the list for
resurfacing and I anticipate that
happening in 2019.

M

The tranquillity of
Buckinghamshire is under threat in
many ways. BCC is absolutely against
agreeing more houses along the
proposed Oxford to Cambridge
Expressway.
Aylesbury is grinding to a halt in
the rush hour with so many new
houses and more proposed at Halton
and Woodside.
I believe the fight is on to deter
government from building HS2, and
the Forestry Commission has opened
up Wendover Woods to hundreds
more cars and coaches. As a Trustee
of the Chiltern Society I have urged
that tourism is carefully managed in
the Chilterns.
Christmas will soon be here and I
do hope you have plenty of good cheer
and enjoy the hunt and all the other
sporting fixtures on Boxing Day!

Garden Design | Driveways
Patios & Paving | Brickwork
Fencing & Decking
Turfing & Planting | Groundworks
Concrete Works
Footings & Underpinning
Excavations & Roadways
Tel: 01494 258632
Mob: 07788 939395
kingsashlandcapes@hotmail.com
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Services for
December and
January 2019

Contacts: Vicar: The Revd David
Burgess (837315). Churchwardens:
Roderick Neal (837264) and Trevor
Pearce (837601). Verger: Bill Pearce
(785191). Treasurer: David
Stephenson (867617).

St John the Baptist
December

Methodist Church
December

2nd 8:00am
10:00am

9th 10:00am
16th 10:00am
23rd 6:00pm
24

th

3:30pm

25th 10:00am
30th 10:00am

HC

Revd Tim Yates
Old Church
AA Lay-led Joint
Service with Lee
Common
Methodist Church
PC
Revd Alun Davis
Matins Lay-led
Carol Service
Revd Ivor Cornish
Crib Service
Peggy Sear
PC
Revd Alan Davies
PC
Informal fourparish service
Revd D Burgess

David is hoping to be able to take
the joint service on the 30th December
with lay support, so this will be an
excellent opportunity to welcome him
back to ministry after his recent illness.

January 2019
6th

th

8:00am

HC

10:00am

AA

13 10:00am
20th 10:00am
27th 10:00am

Revd Ian Ogilvie
Old Church
Joint Service at
Lee Common
Methodist Church
PC
Revd D Burgess
Matins Lay-led
PC
t.b.c.

HC Holy Communion (said)
PC Parish Communion (sung)
AA All-age service

2nd 10:00am
9th
16th
23rd
24th
30

AA

3:00pm
3:00pm
7:00pm

th

Joint worship at
St John the
Baptist
Revd Nigel Wright
Gerald Tomkins
No Service
Christmas Eve
Carols
No Service

January 2019
th

10:00am

13th

3:00pm

th

3:00pm
3:00pm
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20
27th

AA

Joint worship
with St John the
Baptist
Covenant Service
Revd Nigel Wright
Gerald Tomkins
Revd Anne Ellis

Our Coffee Mornings continue on
Saturday 1st December and Saturday
th
5 January 10:30 am to noon. All are
welcome.

Coffee morning on Monday 21st
January 10:30 am to 12:30 pm. Why
not drop by for a chat and a New
Year’s catch up.
Please contact Anne Ellis (837247)
o r
M a g g i
C a m e r o n
(maggi.cameron@hotmail.co.uk) for
further information.

St. Mary’s
Ballinger –
pre-Christmas
By Anne Ellis
nce again the colder weather
beckons and the glorious
autumn colours are gradually
fading as the daylight hours shorten.
However, there is plenty to warm
your hearts at St. Mary’s where
Maggi and I, together with many
willing helpers have continued to
maintain the fabric of the building
and its environs throughout the year.
We also have several projects on
the go, not least of which is a formal
faculty application with regard to our
wonderful new chairs.
The church has been packed at all
our recent services; September

O

St Mary’s, Ballinger
December

MARTIN THE MILKMAN

2nd 9:30am HC
Advent Carols
(followed by seasonal refreshments)
th
24
3:30pm
Christingle
9:30pm
Midnight Mass

Refrigerated delivery of fresh
milk, dairy produce, bread,
eggs, fruit juices and more.
To place an order call

January 2019
6th

9:30am

HC

01442 833944
New Year’s
communion

PHONES MANNED 4 PM – 6 PM
ANSWERPHONE AT OTHER TIMES

C o mm un ion and the n Pa ri sh
Evensong, closely followed by
Harvest in October – St Mary’s
looked its best and everyone sat in
comfort surrounded by hips, haws,
hops, hay and seasonal vegetables.
With the hot, dry summer the
garden required minimal maintenance
and the lawn of course scarcely saw
the mower. The large flowerbed
coped well in the drought but with the
extended warmer days we have been
cutting the grass again regularly.
A puddle on the path to the
Watson Cottages alerted us all to a
leak and eventually Affinity Water
solved the problem although it took a
couple of visits. Additionally, plans to
replace the dilapidated shed at the
back of the church are now well
underway.

Pippa Hart
Photography

Natural & Informal
Black &White
Portraits
01494 837340
www.pippahart.com
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The Lee Old
Church
remembers…
By The Lee Old Church Committee
s people across the country
were gathering to celebrate
the 100th anniversary of the
signing of the WW1 Armistice, here at
The Lee Old Church we were proud to
do our bit to re-live the celebrations at
the end of the War.
Our very special tribute began at
7:05 pm on 11th November 2018, when
the Old Church bell was rung in

A

answer to the peals sounding from St
John the Baptist.
Then, as the bells fell silent, we
took our seats for a unique, uplifting
tribute to all those who lost their lives
in the War, and those who lived
through the War years here in The Lee.

Our talented troop of performers
(including some who returned
specially for the occasion) entertained
us with a selection of amusing, and
occasionally oddball, war-time stories
and anecdotes.
Despite the inevitable sadness, life
went on in our Parish in its own very
particular way, with many distractions
from the thoughts of mud and
trenches. We laughed at tales of rat
tails, and the unfinished cricket match,
sighed at the sad story of a local
murder, and were amused to find that
the state of the road along Potter Row
was a number one cause for complaint
even way back then.
In between the anecdotes, we were
entertained by snatches of song from
WWI, including ‘Burlington Bertie’,
‘Sister Susie’ and ‘Keep the Home
Fires Burning’ – all delightfully
performed by the wonderful soprano,
Glenys Groves, accompanied by Mike
Moran on keyboards (not to mention a
bit of slightly dodgy audience
participation in the choruses).

The evening ended in true WW1
fashion as we raised glasses of locallymade cider and beer, and tucked into
real war-time favourites including
sausages and trench cake.
It was a wonderful event, and one
that would not have been possible
without the help of so many people
from our hard-working committee
members, who set up the Church and
made the canapés, to our intrepid
readers: Diana Taylor, Chris CarletonSmith, Jonathan Margettes, Mike
Senior and Jon Swain.
Many thanks also go to Margaret
and Brian Thaiss for styling the
Church so superbly, and of course our
special musical entertainers Glenys
Groves and Mike Moran.

The French
connection
By John Ford

Armistice Day, Fromelles,
November 2018

D

uring a visit of great warmth,
hospitality and deepening
fraternity, it was a great
honour to place a wreath at the new
Commonwealth War Cemetery in
Fromelles on behalf of The Lee.
Standing at the cenotaph, looking
across what was the battlefield to the
trees beyond, it was hard not to feel
the thread connecting the history of
that place to our adopted village.
French ceremonies have a
refreshing informality about them but
as we moved from the Commonwealth
graves to the local memorial to the
‘morts pour la France’ we were struck

by the dignity and reverence of the
attendants; the maroon and sky blue
berets of the ‘anciens combattants’,
the honour of bearing the
‘tricouleur’ (Marc Andre for the last
30 years before being passed to his
son); and the sashes of the deputy
Maires. However for many local
people the importance was just being
there, not simply being dressed for the
occasion.
Everywhere there is the
involvement of children, reaching both
sombre, and eventual comic effect,
when the school bell was rung
continually at the eleventh hour for
eleven minutes by a lengthy queue of
eager eight year olds in ear mufflers.
The buttoned-up representatives of
Buckinghamshire were a foot way,
their ears also ringing: “Deux minutes
encore Monsieur!”

Mervyn’s
Carpet & Upholstery
Cleaning Services
Independent carpet cleaning
specialist with over 30 years
experience.
CARPETS. UPHOLSTERY.
RUGS. HARD FLOOR.
CARPET PROTECTION.
FULLY INSURED.
Friendly and reliable service.
Most work by recommendation.
Environmentally friendly
cleaning materials.
For a no obligation quote ’phone
01525 371724 or 07975 847027
Email: mersu@btinternet.com
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Dedication at the village war memorial. Simon
Wilkinson, Deputy Lord Lieutenant of Bucks in
bowler with JF. We are accompanied by deputy
Maire, Franck (in sash) representatives of the
anciens combattants (British Legion equivalent),
gendarmerie, and local school children.

On the Saturday, a trip to an
exhibition rugby match to celebrate
the opening of the new stade, a long
way from Pau and Toulon. Michael
Dubus wore his Saracens memorial
shirt which was greeted with both
admiration and curiosity. Sadly he was
one of the few not asked to play.
For others an additional trip to the
original Pheasant’s Wood, where
nothing ever grew properly, and the
mass grave was found just over 15
years ago. The only straight lines in
the rough and tumble landscape. The
bunkers still remain.
The original museum also remains,
above the Mairie, a unique collection

of folk memories in tin helmets,
unused shells and recovered shrapnel.
Very many thanks to The Lee
party who made the journey and who
were such great ambassadors: Liz
Ford, Sarah and Michael Dubus,
Judith and Chris Syer. We were
delighted to add Simon Wilkinson,
Deputy Lord Lieutenant of
Buckinghamshire and territorial army
veteran (he of the bowler or Chapeau
Melon in local parlance) to add both
gravitas and elegance to the occasion.
Most of all our heartfelt thanks to The
Friends of The Lee: Jean-Gabriel
Masson, Les Lagaches, Les Delacroix,
Baptiste and Sandrine.

Commonwealth War Memorial at Pheasants’
Wood cemetery. Simon reciting the exhortation
with moral support from JF.

The Christmas
of 1918…
By Zoe Berkley
y Christmas 1918 every family
was touched by the losses of
loved ones in the First World
War. It was a bittersweet time, whilst
Armistice ended the fighting and was
to be celebrated, the majority on the
front line had not yet been demobbed.
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All were aware that they were far
from home on what was a day
traditionally spent with family.
Recognisable festive customs and
friendliness attempted to fill this gap,
and everyone was determined that
there should be a celebration of the
end of conflict.
Christmas should be a jolly
occasion for those who had returned,
those reunited, and of course for the
children who truly believe in the
magic of Christmas.
Edgar Albert Guest’s Christmas
1918 poem reflected this:
‘Come! deck the home with holly
wreaths and make this Christmas
glow,
And let Old Glory wave above the
bough of mistletoe!
Come! keep alive the faith of them
who sleep ‘neath Flanders snow.’
Those deployed in the trenches
attempted to replicate the spirit and
traditions, as they had done in the
previous years, but this Christmas
must have felt a little more positive
with the hopeful prospect of a
pending homecoming. Letters and
gifts were sent by loved ones and
charities rallied to show support and
Christmas puddings, cigarettes,
books, harmonicas and footballs
where amongst the items sent in bulk
to the troops.
Back home, rationing was still in
place and families made the best of
what they could acquire for their
festivities. Frivolity and extravagance
were avoided but it was felt that the
Christmas spirit should be embraced,
and songs, useful gifts, charitable acts
and ingenious cookery were
encouraged.

Packet soups were the order of the
day for starters; Christmas pudding,
cake mixes, and tinned fruits served
with powdered custard satisfied the
sweet tooth. Turkey or pork made the
Christmas meal complete for those
who could get it, most likely served
with instant mashed potato!
Simple things made the season
brighter such as shops being able to
TIM SIMMONS IS

THE VERMINATOR
Pest control services

ALL
INSECTS
FOXES
RABBITS
AND
ANTS

WASPS
GLIS-GLIS
SQUIRREL
RATS
MICE
MOLES

FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE
LOW PRICES - HIGH QUALITY

07734649305
WE WILL ALSO PROOF YOUR
HOUSE/PREMISES TO STOP THEM
COMING BACK

22

23
light up their shop fronts again and
carollers filled the streets with festive
songs:
‘Ring out once more, sweet
Christmas bells, your message to the sky,
Proclaim in golden tones again to
every passer-by
That peace shall rule the lands of
earth, and only war shall die.’

A memorable
education at
LCS
By Ros Morris, Governor, Lee Common
CE School
he children at Lee Common
School had a busy week
leading up to Remembrance
Sunday. On the Monday they
discovered why we wear poppies and
found out about what it would have
been like to be in the First World War.
Mr Reynolds came into school
dressed in First World War attire and
brought with him lots of different
items that soldiers would have had
with them during the war, including
cooking equipment, a gas mask and
toilet paper (which the children were
very interested to see!).
On Tuesday the children had the
opportunity to look at artefacts which
belonged to a soldier from the First
World War. They saw the bible that he
carried, the death coin, the dog tags
and a letter from the King.
During the rest of the week the
children explored a range of wartime
photographs from across the world
and used these images to write their
own poetry.
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On Friday the children walked
from the school to the war memorial
where they read out their poems.
A memorable week for us all

May in preBrexit ice
cream scoop
By Buckmoorend Farm Shop
uckmoorend Farm Shop and
Kitchen on the Missenden
Road on the Chequers Estate at
Butlers Cross had a surprise visit one
Saturday in October – Prime Minister
Theresa May and her husband Philip.
They popped in for about 30
minutes in the late afternoon causing
quite a stir and a buzz of excitement
with customers in the shop and kitchen
and treated themselves to some locally
produced ice creams – Peanut Butter
and Mint Chocolate Chip flavours!
With the recent passing of the
Agriculture Bill setting out the future
of investment in UK farming, Theresa
May was extremely interested to talk to
third generation farmer Daniel.
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Husband Philip expressed great
concern about the effects of a wet
winter and very dry summer on yields.
It was all very light hearted though
and there was even some time for a bit
of jokey banter with the security team
about the number of Buckmoorend’s
delicious home-made sausage rolls they
had managed to eat while they were
waiting for her!
For Christmas you can order Free
Range Bronze Christmas turkeys with
collection from the shop up until
lunchtime on Christmas Eve. Also
home reared meats make excellent
festive roasts to accompany the turkey
and the tastiest traditional trimmings.
There’s fine seasonal local produce and
new beers too from local brewer Malt
the Brewery.
The farm shop is open five days a
week Wednesday to Friday 10:00 am
to 6:00 pm and weekends 10:00 am to
4:00 pm. The new kitchen is open at
weekends and there are extra opening
hours over Christmas.

Bridge over –
Mutlu Noeller

A

fter North pre-empted, East
decided to overcall 4♣,
which then posed a problem
for South – to raise to 4♥ or
not? In the event she passed and East
raised to 5♣. It made losing just two
tricks. Had South raised, then 4♥ by
North would have probably gone two
down.
N
E
S
W
3♥
4♣
5♣

SHORT-TERM
RENTALS
From £295 per week (all inclusive)

Self-catering holiday
or temporary accommodation
at Lee Common
Moving house?
Completion dates don’t coincide?
House sale falls through?
Builders outstaying their welcome?

Expecting Visitors?
Need extra accommodation?
Self-contained Period Property:
sleeps four guests

Tel: 01494 837798
e-mail: lowerbassibones@yahoo.co.uk
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HS2 update –
Meri
Kurisumasu
By Colin Sully. The Lee Parish Council
he Lee doesn’t get many
mentions on the floor of the
House of Commons… but it
did recently, during the debate on the
budget, when Dame Cheryl Gillan
managed to weave mention of The Lee
into her speech (29th Oct 2018):
“The Budget contains good
investments in roads, and I welcome
the money announced for potholes, but
the roads in my constituency are going
to be very badly affected by HS2,
which is already failing to comply with
some of the undertakings and
assurances that it entered into during
the legislative phase, particularly in
relation to assessing the impact on the
small roads around The Lee, the
Missendens and the surrounding
villages. Sir Terry Morgan was in my
office the other day. He is now
heading up HS2 and Crossrail. He
told me that he was going to carry his
experience from Crossrail across to
HS2. I do hope that we will not see the
extra costs, delays and governance
issues that we have seen emerging on
Crossrail...”
Cllr Bill Ingram (Cholesbury-cumSt Leonards PC) and I had been to see
Cheryl just a few days before to ask
her to take up this non-compliance
with Assurances issue with HS2 and
the DfT. We were delighted (but
slightly surprised) that she then
pursued every avenue available to her
to raise our concerns!
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Dig delays dig!
The latest updates from HS2
contractors,
given
in
recent
presentations confirmed the further
delays in starting to make the road
alterations and to build the temporary
haul road at Great Missenden.
The official line is that these delays
are ‘to allow further archaeological
investigation of pre-historic remains
found in the field’.

the DfT set up two new funds – the
Community and Environment Fund
(CEF) and the Business and Local
Enterprise Fund (BLEF). You may also
recall from earlier Newsletters that The
Lee Parish Council was successful in
bidding for funds to re-furbish the fort
in the children’s playground.

Proposed new children’s fort at
Lee Common

The shaded area shows the extent of the
archaeological programme of works

However this seems to ignore the
fact that entry to the field in question
was blocked by the owner for over a
month for non-payment of
compensation by HS2 and that there
have been other delays which have
stopped them starting the road changes
while they waited for the ‘dig’ to finish.
Our Chiltern parishes’ liaison
meeting with HS2 Ltd and the
contractors took place in lateNovember; a full update will appear in
the February Newsletter.

Community Funds
You may recall that as a
conciliation to local communities
affected by the construction of HS2,

According to a recent
announcement, over £1.9m of funding
has now been awarded across the
Phase One route. Locally, this includes
the following CEF Awards:
 Forest Enterprise (England) –
Wendover Woods central
redevelopment: £450,000
 Wendover Parish Council –
Witchells car park extension:
£75,000
 Wendover Swimming Pool –
refurbishment: £74,000
 Road Farm Countryways CIC, Great
Missenden – barn refurbishments to
provide training and workshop
facilities for disadvantaged young
adults: £74,000.
 The Lee Parish Council – children’s
playground development: £44,000
 Coleshill Parish Council –
playground: £17,000
 Ballinger Cricket Club: minitractor: £10,000

Community Impact Bucks –
Parishes support: £10,000
and one BLEF Award:
 Buckinghamshire Business First –
business advice: £75,000
I include this full list, not to
defend the argument as to whether
this is a good use of taxpayers
money, but rather to illustrate the
sort of organisations and activities
that are bidding successfully for HS2
grant funding.
The guiding principle is that the
organisation needs to own (or have a
very long lease on) the assets affected
and be able to demonstrate that the
investment will help to mitigate the
local impact of HS2.
If you would like more information
on these grants, please contact me at
cllr.sully@thelee-pc.org.uk or visit:
https://tinyurl.com/yaegnce2


Dog Photography, Working Dogs,
Game Shoots, Pets
Action and Portrait
________________________________________________

Chrissi Ratcliffe LRPS
07719 731507 / 01494 837452

chrissi_bell@hotmail.com
www.chrissibellphotography.co.uk
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Zoe’s last
minute Xmas
cake – Boldog
Karácsonyt

Y

ou may already be regularly
feeding the Christmas cake you
baked weeks ago with copious
amounts of booze getting it ready for the
big day, but for those of you who
Christmas has crept up on a little bit
(like me!) here’s an easy action
Christmas cake that can be made just a
week before – or even the day before
with a little supermarket cheat.
Serves 8-10
Baking time 2 hours
Ingredients
150g (5oz) Sultanas
150g (5oz) Dried cranberries
125g (4oz) Mixed candied peel
125g (4oz) Currants
150g (5oz) Raisins
50g (2oz) Glace cherries chopped
175ml (6 fl oz) Brandy
ALTERNATIVELY – you can use 750g
(26oz) of pre-soaked dried fruit mix
from most supermarkets, this would
even allow you to make the cake the
day before!

Mike Lake
Friendly & Local

Painter & Decorator
For that professional touch
Interior & Exterior
Also Property Maintenance
For a free quotation please call:
01494 866873 / 07723 017005
mikelake42@talktalk.net

175g (6oz) Butter
200g (7oz) Dark Muscovado sugar
50g (2oz) Black treacle
Grated rind and juice of one orange
Grated rind and juice of ½ Lemon
300g (10oz) Unsweetened chestnut
puree
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1 teaspoon ground cloves
1 teaspoon ground nutmeg
½ teaspoon ground ginger
3 large free-range eggs, beaten
250g (8oz) Self-raising flour, sifted
To decorate
2 tablespoons of apricot jam,
sieved and warmed
Icing sugar for dusting
1kg (2lb) Marzipan
1kg (2lb) White ready-to-roll
fondant icing
To bake
1. Place all the dried fruits in a plastic
container, pour over the brandy and
stir well. Cover with a lid and leave
to macerate for one week. (Or use
the pre-soaked fruit instantly)
2. To make the cake, melt the butter in
a large saucepan, then stir in the
sugar, treacle, orange and lemon
rind and juice, chestnut puree and
all the spices. Add the soaked fruits
and stir over a low heat for 10
minutes, until the chestnut puree
has melted. Cover and set aside for
1 hour.
3. Preheat the oven to 150*C (300*F),
Gas Mark 2, and grease and line the
bottom and side of a 20cm (8 inch)
loose-bottomed cake tin. Stir the
eggs into the fruit mixture, then add
the flour and fold in until well
combined.
4. Pour the mixture into the prepared
tin. Cut a long piece of baking
parchment twice the height of the

cake tin, wrap around the outside of
the tin twice and secure with string
(this stops the top from burning as
the cake is in the oven for a long
time) Cook in the preheated oven
for 2 hours. Leave to cool in the tin,
then release the cake. If not
decorating straight away store in an
airtight container until you are
ready. You can continue to soak the
cake if you are storing.
5. For decoration roll out the marzipan
and icing onto a surface dusted
with icing sugar. Coat the cake in
the apricot jam using a pastry brush
as your ‘glue’. Cover the cake in
the marzipan and then place the
fondant icing neatly over the top,
trimming the edges and finishing.
Decorate as you wish.

The perfect
gift – Nadolig
Llawen
By the Living Memory publication team
he launch of ‘The Lee in Living
Memory: Voices from a Special
Chiltern Parish’, took place in
November and copies are now flying
off the shelves.
To get your copy – while stocks
last – pop along to the Shop @ The
Lee or the Cock and Rabbit. Just £7.50
buys you this wonderful evocation of
life in The Lee in the last century. The
tales are interesting, often amusing,
sometimes sad and occasionally even
scandalous. They provide a vivid
portrayal of village characters, rich
and poor, ‘posh’ and ‘common’. There
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are photographs too - some familiar
and some being made public for the
first time. Don’t miss out!
[Whilst you are buying your copy
at the Shop don’t forget to get your
tickets for the Vocal Lees Christmas
carol concert. See page 9. Ed]

Great Missenden
Supported Living
A warm, friendly, house for the
elderly, in the picturesque centre of
the village.
Come and take a look to see for
yourself and have a chat with
Carol Lauder-Ross (Manager)
Tel: 01494 865026
or email for a brochure
info@abbeyfieldgreatmissenden.co.uk
Find out more on our website
www.abbeyfield.com
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Keep your
Digital archive
home safe at
day update
Christmastime
By Thames Valley Police
his time of year when homes
are in darkness early in the
afternoon are a gift for
opportunist burglars.
To avoid becoming a victim of
burglary, Chiltern District Council and
South Bucks District Councils Joint
Community Safety team is encouraging
householders to take some simple steps
to protect their home:
 Use a timer switch to turn on lights
and a radio to give the impression
someone is home
 Keep valuables and electronic
equipment such as laptops out of sight
 Security mark valuables with a UV
pen and register them with
www.immobilise.com
 Double lock UPVC doors or use
dead locks on solid doors
 Keep all spare keys, including car
keys, away from the front door and
out of sight to avoid them being
‘fished’ through the letter box.
 Keep windows locked with the key
and keep it out of sight
 Don’t leave packaging of expensive
items purchased on view as an
advertisement to thieves
Residents can follow their local
police and pick up security advice
from Twitter at: @TVP_ChiltSBucks.
You can also contact Chiltern
District Council Community Safety
team on 01494 586535 and, for further
crime reduction advice, you can visit:
www.chiltern.gov.uk/crimereduction
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By John Ford
ery many thanks to all those
that have expressed interest in
taking part in this event, to
record family photos, stories and
artefacts from the First World War.
I am pleased to announce that the
collection day will take place on
Friday 11th January at 2:00 pm at
Rabbs Cottage, The Lee.
I hope the time and date will
work for everyone.
If anyone would like more details
please
let
me
know
on
john.ford35@btinternet.com
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Roving supper
– Buon Natale
By Pat Lea
nother really enjoyable
Roving Supper took place in
November, with 107 people
in attendance.
It was good to see so many new
people who have moved into the
villages in recent months and
hopefully they all enjoyed themselves.
Many thanks to all those who
hosted the main course in their
homes, namely Trish Usborne, Sue
Cromar, Fiona Baxter, Kelly Stone,
Wendy Robertson, Diana Taylor,
Sarah Hurd, Erica Cheetham, Roxy
Mitchell-Gears, Ros Morris, Anthea
Hartley. Gill Owen-Conway and
Sally Knowles.

A

Thank you also to all those who
provided canapés, desserts and raffle
prizes. It was very kind of Wendy
Robertson and Jane Brown to organise
the canapés and desserts.
Next year’s date will be Saturday
16th November 2019.

Puzzling-Lee
– Frohe
Weihnachten
By the Mathematics Guy
ith family get-together’s
soon upon us, we thought,
a little Christmas puzzle
might not be amiss...
At our last Christmas family
gathering, Sam asked her mother and
grandmother how old they were.
They each replied: “My age in
years is a square number”.
Her grandmother then added: “The
sum of our ages is also a square
number.”
How old was Sam’s mother?
Loosely based on BBC Radio 4’s
Puzzle of the day (No. 65).

Answer to the last puzzle
Martha’s total number of pages read
after 9 days (1 + 2 + 4 + 8 + 16 + 32
+ 64 + 128 + 256) is 511.
Nick’s total after 9 days (10 + 20 + 30
+ 40 + 50 + 60 + 70 + 80 + 90) is
450.
So, Martha will finish the book on
the ninth day; however Nick will not.
I wonder what was in those last 50
pages… and did Martha tell Nick?

J Brown Funeral Services
67 Woodside Road, Amersham, HP6 6AA
01494 727474 (24 hours)
A truly independent family funeral directors
Bespoke and traditional services
Private chapels of rest
Pre-paid funeral plans
Off street client parking
Home visits

Contact Jason Brown on: 01494 727474
jason@jbrownfuneralservices.co.uk

Recommended by
The Good Funeral Guide
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The fastest way to let everyone in the
Parish know about an event you are
arranging is to publish it right here in
the Newsletter. Contact the editor by
the 12th of the previous month (see
contact details on page 3).

December
Saturday 1st. Coffee Morning. Lee
Common Methodist Church 10:30 am
to 12 noon.
Sunday 2nd. Light-up Ballinger. From
5:00 pm onwards
Thursday 6th. The Lee Walking
Group. Meet at 9:30 am.
Saturday 8th. Lee Common School
Christmas Fair. 11:30 am to 2:30 pm
See page 7.
Sunday 9th. Fayrfax Consort at The
Lee Old Church. SOLD OUT.
Tuesday 11th. Ballinger Evening WI.
Christmas Party.
Saturday 15th. Carols by candlelight
with Vocal Lees in The Lee Old
Church at 4:00 pm. Tickets £10 from
the Shop. See page 9.
Tuesday 25th. Christmas Day!

THE LEEWAY – YOUR
VILLAGE SUPPORT TEAM
If you have difficulty getting to your
doctor or the hospital, doing your
shopping or would like a home visit and
a friendly chat, then please ring:

01494 837177
Mon - Fri: 10 am - 4 pm. Sat: 10 am 12 noon. Please give us reasonable notice
of your requirement to help us organise it.

Coming soon
… in 2019
Thursday 3rd January. The Lee
Walking Group. Meet at The Lee
Green at 9:30 am.
Saturday 5 th January.
Coffee
Morning at the Methodist Church.
th
Tuesday 8 January. The Lee Parish
Council Meeting at the Parish Hall
7:30 pm.
Tuesday 8th January. Ballinger Evening
WI. ‘ 8:00 pm.
Friday 11th January. Digital Archive
Day at 2:00 pm at Rabbs Cottage, The
Lee. See page 28.
Wednesday 23rd January. Bridge
Drive. Save the date - see page 12.
Thursday 31st January. The Arts
Society Ballinger. ‘O For the Wings of
a Dove’ - the life of a cathedral chorister
Robert Askew. 8:00 pm. Guests £8.
Saturday 9th March. 50s and 60s
Legends Night at Ballinger Hall. Live
golden oldies music with dinner and
dancing. Save the date.
Saturday 20th July. The Lee Flower
Show. Save the date!

Directory of
local contacts
Ballinger Horticultural Society
Chairperson: Brenda Gover
info@ballingerhorti.co.uk
Ballinger War Memorial Hall
Bookings: Jane Ogden, 837379
Ballinger Evening W.I.
Contact: Frankie Little, 837659
frankie.little@btinternet.com

Lee Common C of E School
School office, 837267
office@leecommon.bucks.sch.uk
Lee Common Methodist Church
Marian Tomkins, 837479
Lee Common Scouts
Scout Leader Thomas Brockett:
837294 or brockett8@hotmail.com
Leeside Nursery
Nancy Stephens, 837719
www.leesidenurseryschool.co.uk
Shop @ The Lee
Symeon Economou, 837195
theleeshop@yahoo.co.uk
St John the Baptist Church
See centre pages.
St Mary’s Ballinger
Contact: Anne Ellis, 837247
anne.ellis1004@gmail.com
The Art Society Ballinger
Chair, Lesley Wickham, 865480
ballinger@theartssociety.org
The Lee Cricket Club
www.theleecc.org.uk
Secretary, Mike Harris
07788 345555
The Lee Flower Show
Chairman, Jonathan Batten,
837450
The Lee Newsletter
theleenewsletter@googlemail.com
The Lee Old Church Trust
Secretary: Pam Garner 837501
The Lee Parish Council
Clerk: Hayley Farrelly, 837068
theleeparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk
www.thelee-pc.org.uk
Allotments: Alison Weir, 837529
The Lee Parish Hall Committee
Bookings: Anne Barnett, 837796
Chairman: Tony Lea, 837237
The Leeway
Contact, 837177
Vocal Lees
Jeannette Batten, 837450

The Newsletter

T

he Lee Newsletter is published 10
times a year and distributed free to
all households in the parish… and
a little beyond. The views expressed in it
are not necessarily those of the Editor.
We welcome original letters and
articles of general interest and relevance
to The Lee. Copy should be sent to
theleenewsletter@googlemail.com or, if
on paper, to the Editor of the month (see
page 3) by the 12th of each month.
Letters should ideally run to no more
than 200 words and articles to no more
than 700 words; material may be edited
and may appear on the village website
www.thelee.org.uk unless consent is
specifically withheld. Anonymous
contributions are not accepted.
To advertise or place an insert, please
contact Paul Apicella on 837377 by the
th
12 of the previous month.
If you have photographs for
publication please contact Jonathan
Batten on 837450 or email
battenjonathan@hotmail.com.
For queries regarding distribution
contact Barnaby Usborne on 837382.
Other members of the Editorial
team: Peter Archer, Zoe Berkeley,
Richard Dickinson, Phil Harrison, Jen
Ogley, Adam Speller and Colin Sully.
Printed by Strongs: 01442 878592.

To book the Parish Hall
or Scout Hut
’phone Anne Barnett on 837796
9 am - 1 pm
6 pm 2 pm - 6 pm
midnight
Mon - Fri
£30 or £10/hr £45 or £10/hr
Sat/Sun
£12/hr
£70
Bank Holiday £12/hr
£70
Car park only
£10
Crockery/cutlery £15 (hire outside the hall)

Rates

