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From the Editor
By Liz Macann
e Macanns have lived in
Lee Common for seven
years now and have come to
really love the village and its
community. So I’m feeling honoured –
and edgy – about being encouraged to
contribute to its beating heart through
editing this Newsletter. I’m safer here
than on the till at the shop though, so
I’m keen to get cracking.
It’s the nature and wildlife and
endless walking routes that are so very
special about life round here for us, but
also it’s all the nearby amenities like the
‘as live’ theatre and opera performances
in Chesham, the cinema club in Gt
Miss, the only reliable main-line train to
London in the country, an Underground
line right through to the City, the
country pubs and surprising restaurants
(have you tried the new Indian
restaurant in Chartridge Lodge?), all the
locally run community services
providing teas and transport... and
probably a lot of other things I don’t
know about. Then there’s ‘Horty’ –
took me ages to work out what that was
– the village choir, the WI, the Arts
Society, yoga, pilates, tennis, golf,
bridge, cricket, Scouts, church events,
fund-raising activities that not only
provide invaluable financial support to
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Sales & Lettings
64 High Street Great Missenden
Buckinghamshire HP16 0AN
Tel: 01494 890990
email: info@jeremyswan.co.uk
www.jeremyswan.co.uk

different causes but also great fun for
those taking part. And let’s not forget
the annual events which punctuate the
year like the Flower Show, the Church
Fête, the Roving Supper… then if
you’ve lost your cat, want a
dressmaker, need IT help, the Forum is
your fount of all local knowledge.
Our Shop – and that’s what it feels
like, OUR shop – is stocked with good
quality produce, fabulous flowers,
great cards, wonderful wines and the
unfailingly good-natured management
of Symeon and his merry band of
volunteers. It’s a joy to wander in
there and have a natter, especially on
Christmas Eve when the mulled wine
is flowing.
And what makes all these wheels
and more go round in a myriad of
different ways is the people who live
here. We really are so very lucky to live
in this little group of villages. Do let us
know what you love about living here.
Next month the Newsletter will be
edited by Jonathan Batten. He will be
pleased to receive email contributions
for the June edition, by 12th May, via
theleenewsletter@gmail.com or hard
copy to Saddlers, Swan Bottom.
Finally, our thanks go to Ruth
Fowler who has also recently joined the
editorial team to tussle with Microsoft
Publisher in order to create the end
product that is delivered to our doors by
an army of unsung heroes.
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Your letters
To the Editor
I am delighted to read (Animal Rescue
Centre, Newsletter 1st April) that lost
pets are to be housed in the Parish Hall.
May I ask you also to shelter the
muntjac that has taken up residence
here and is eyeing my vegetable plot?

On the other hand you needn’t
worry about leopards: I grow
Leopard’s Bane, and I know it works,
as I’ve never seen a leopard in my
garden.
Diana Morley
The Lee
To the Editor
In response to Cllr Birchley’s
article in last month’s Newsletter –
whilst I do not take away the
achievements of 25% of Bucks schoolleavers securing a place in a Russell
Group university, I feel strongly that
there needs to be recognition for all
school-leavers for whichever path they
have chosen to take.
Maybe they are the first person in
their family to study towards a degree

at ANY university. Maybe they have
decided to gain industry recognised
qualifications, A-level equivalents or
degree apprenticeships through workplace learning. Maybe they have
chosen vocational courses suited to an
individual’s skills and personality or
maybe they have decided to continue
their learning through other means. It
is important to embrace all choices
open to our young people and the
destinations they choose post formal
education. We must celebrate all of
their achievements and not just those
that appear to have achieved the
pinnacle of success at these specific
universities alone. It sends out the
wrong message, the message that
everyone else is somewhat second best
or has not achieved this ‘badge of
honour’ by attending one of these
universities.
Cllr Birchley’s comment that this
achievement in Bucks in attending
Russell Group universities ‘translates
into jobs and affects our house prices’
shows somewhat of a disregard and
disrespect to the collective hard work
of all our young people, the vast
options now open to them and the
valued contributions that they all make
to our economy and communities. Not
all success is measured in degrees and
destination universities.
There is a world of opportunity
open to young people and we as
parents, adults, schools, mentors and
teachers need to send the message that
all further learning, irrespective of
where this takes place, is recognised,
meaningful and important.
Hayley Farrelly
Ballinger

Litter bug
By Pat Chinnery
hank you to all those that
helped with the litter
collection in and around The
Lee in March.

T

Although Ballinger seemed to have
fewer bags this year, we more or less
had the same as in 2018.
At the end of March people were
also collecting rubbish in Gt.
Missenden and Prestwood. I have to
say that it was a joy to drive locally
and see hardly any litter.
Much was written about litter last
year. We heard that Ministers were
being urged to compel food outlets to
help fund the cost of cleaning our
streets. Councils in England spend
more than £800 million every year on
street cleansing.
In Rome, prisoners were collecting
rubbish and this will extend to other
cities across Italy. A former Tory
minister, Lord Robathan suggested
that school pupils should, as part of
the National Curriculum, take part in

litter clearance. Ms Coffey told the
Daily Telegraph that there would be
no change in the curriculum but that
the collection could be included in
citizenship lessons.
Jemima Lewis, also in the
Telegraph, wrote that research by
Keep Britain Tidy shows that young
people are most likely to drop litter
despite or rather because of their
strong sense of personal hygiene. One
reason they often cite for not using
public dustbins is that they are afraid
of going near germs.
Every discarded coffee cup or blob
of chewing gum means less money to
spend on welfare, education and
health. Perhaps the young in calling
for action on global warming should
also target litter, as this is a sign of
caring for our wonderful world.
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HS2: Is this
construction I
see before me?
By Colin Sully
nyone driving along the A413
or through Great Missenden
cannot have failed to notice
the ‘construction works’ at the Link
Road roundabout. But is this really the
start of HS2 construction in this area…
and in any case, what are they actually
doing on the site?
The answer, like everything to do
with HS2, is not straightforward.

A

‘Main works’ -v- ‘enabling’
The main works contracts (MWCs)
to build HS2 were divided into two
stages. The first stage focuses on
project design and costing. During this
phase, contractors work with HS2 Ltd
to finalise cost estimates leading to a

‘Notice to Proceed’ (NTP) which
triggers the start of the second stage i.e.
‘construction’.
The ‘construction’ phase was
originally planned to start in November
2018. This slipped to March 2019
before being extended to June. Now
HS2 have put this date back again until
“after the summer” (probably
December 2019) to give contractors
more time on design and costing.
So, if this is not ‘construction’ at
Great Missenden, what is it? Well, HS2
Ltd call this ‘Enabling work’ –
activities that have to be carried out by
different contractors under different
contracts before the MWCs can start.
The main ‘enabling work’ at Gt
Missenden is of course to build a
temporary haul road from the
roundabout up as far as the tunnel
portal, near South Heath, to give the
MWCs access to the line of route and
to enable National Grid to move some
of the pylons that are in the way.

“So”, I hear you say, “what we can
see before us is the construction of the
haul road.”

Government that: “…all enabling
works for HS2 in Buckinghamshire
should be paused until the Notice to
Proceed to main works contractors has
been approved… We see no reason
why the County should suffer
significant disruption and long term
environmental destruction until
detailed design and cost has been
approved.”

Effect of delays uncertain

Well, not quite. What you can see
in the aerial pictures is the work that
has to be done before they can start
building the haul road i.e. ‘work which
will enable the enabling work’ (I told
you it wasn’t straightforward!) In
particular, you can see in the pictures
the construction of a works compound
at the entrance to the site, from which
site operations will subsequently be
managed, and archaeological works
checking for any significant finds
before the heavy machinery moves in.
Other ‘works to enable the enabling
works’ includes the planned road and
junction alterations on the A413, the
Link Road and Frith Hill roundabout.
When the archaeologists finish their
work, the spoil dump they have created
will be moved to make bunds alongside
the haul road when it starts to be built.
Even though the N TP to
construction has been further delayed,
the enabling works are continuing, if
only so that National Grid can start to
move the pylons this autumn.

BCC calls for general halt
Not happy with this confused
situation, BCC was due to debate (on
th
26 April) a motion to request of the

It is not known whether this further
delay to the start of ‘construction’ will
have an impact on the 2026 opening
date for phase 1 of HS2. The Telegraph
has reported: “The (further) delay,
which comes amid mounting calls for
the scheme to be scrapped, could leave
it vulnerable to cancellation by
Theresa May’s successor as Tory
leader – or even a Labour
Government.”

Ironing service

Reliable, flexible ironing service
is available.
On your premises or collect and
deliver.
Competitive rates.
References on request.
Some light housekeeping may
also be considered.

If interested please phone:
01494 - 816115.
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April dog walk
By Liz Macann
smaller turn out than usual
for the April walk but those
who braved the biting cold
were treated to hedgerows full of
violets, the promising signs of a
terrific bluebell crop later in the month
and more than a few rays of
sunshine. And the mud is drying up!

A

Philip, newly moved into the
village only a few days before, was
pleased to join the happy band as a
way of getting to know people and by
contrast there were those in the group
who have lived in the Lee for 30 years.
All are welcome, whether regular
walkers or ‘once in a blue
mooners’. Quite apart from the chat
and the exercise, it is so good for the
dogs (sometimes as many as 16 of all

shapes and sizes) teaching them to
socialise and to detect which pockets
harbour sweeties. Liz (Ford) is the
most popular mum as she carries a
bagful and they know it!
So come and join us next month
(it’s always the first Thursday, 9:30
‘til around 11:00 am, meeting usually
on the Green or at the Shop – keep an
eye on the Forum for details. You
don’t even have to have a dog and if
you are pressed for time – or energy –
you can always peel off part way
through. See you there?
Note: On 2nd May we will meet at
the Old Swan so that we can bask in
the beautiful bluebells which will be in
abundance in the woods beyond.

The Lee Parish
Council news
By Hayley Farrelly, Clerk

Annual Parish Meeting

D

o put the evening of Tuesday
21st May at 7:30 pm in your
diary for The Lee Annual
Parish Meeting. This is your meeting
and a chance for residents to hear and
share thoughts on the provision of
local services in The Lee.
At the meeting we hope to have the
(new) local Police Officer to discuss
community issues of crime and crime
prevention. We will also hear the latest
of the move to a Buckinghamshire
Unitary Authority and explore what
that might mean to residents. Finally,
we will be asking what the Parish
Council can do to better serve
residents in the future. So do put the
date in your diary and come along to
hear and share ideas.

Broadband on the fringes
As reported in the last edition of
the Newsletter, the roll-out of
Superfast Broadband’ (SfB) in The
Lee continues to stagger towards its
conclusion.

Pilates
@HOME

‘FLEXIBLE TO THE CORE’
1 to 1 Pilates… in the comfort and
convenience of your own home

The new SfB Cabinet 1 (at the
junction of Lee Clump Road and
Chesham Lane) was finally
commissioned in April. Households
nearby (e.g. on Red Lion Hill) who
signed-up for SfB have reported
internet speeds of up to 70 Mbps
(download), whilst those towards the
Swan Bottom crossroads, although
predicted by Connected Counties (CC)
to be able to receive “up to 50 Mbps”,
are currently in the range 25-30 Mbps
– similar to the speeds predicted for
households on Kiln Hill, Swan Lane
and at Lee Gate. At Kings Ash this
fall-off gets even more dramatic, with
a predicted line-speed of only “up to
11.45 Mbps” according to CC.
CC acknowledges that these latter
speeds are not reasonable for SfB, so
alternative ‘fibre to the premises’
solutions are being planned. However,
the delivery date for these solutions is
still not clear. We can only suggest
that residents in these areas keep the
pressure on their broadband provider
and on CC.
The website to check on the latest
connection status for your property is:
www.connectedcounties.org

Mat Pilates for all abilities
Improves posture, flexibility,
core strength, muscle tone
and sports performance
Individuals [or small groups of up to 4]
Qualified Mat Pilates instructor for
Beginner, Intermediate and
Advanced Levels
“In ten sessions you will feel the difference,
in 20 you will see the difference and in 30
you will have a whole new body”
… Joseph Pilates
If you are interested or require further
information please contact:

Karen on 07790 081670

Email: info@karensabsolutepilates.co.uk
www.karensabsolutepilates.co.uk
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Personal-Lee

E

ach month we meet a different
Lee resident to answer
questions about their own
personal experience of the Lee. If you
would like to tell your tale, contact
theleenewsletter@googlemail.com.
This month we meet Mary Godfrey
who settled in Hunts Green nine years
ago. Mary is a full time mum, is on the
LCSA and bakes for anyone that asks!
Zoe Berkley posed some questions
to her to discover more about one of
our neighbours...
Who is in your household?
Me, my partner of 25+ years
Matthew, our son Benjamin and
three cats who poo in our neighbours
vegetable patches. I’m so sorry
about that.

Where did you grow up? How long
have you lived in The Lee, and what
made you move here?
I grew up in Cheshire and then led
a very itinerant life all over the UK
and abroad until we settled here nine
years ago. I knew about the area
through a job I did looking after a
house on the edge of The Lee. I
vividly remember walking down a
footpath straight through the middle of
a field of bronzed wheat on a perfect
summer day, rattling the ears with my
outstretched hands and thinking, I got
here on the tube – this place is special!
When we were ready to move out of
London I made sure we looked here
first. We were lucky enough to buy the
house we’d been renting, it’s the first
and hopefully the last house we’ve
ever bought.
What do you like most about the area?
My neighbours, we have a special
bond from sharing such a beautiful
space. We have a communal front
garden between four households so we
all try to be accommodating and
forgiving in equal measures. It’s like
the village in miniature.
And the roads! I know everyone
moans about them, but I think it keeps
people away, just slow down and avoid
the potholes.
What has the village given you and
what have you brought to it?
The village has given us a sense of
permanence, we moved around a lot.
Finding somewhere that suits both a
country and a city lover was very hard.
I’ve brought another face to the
mass of willing volunteers that make it
a great place to live.
What’s missing?
What’s missing is the education
system that is available throughout

most of the UK, it’s not available here.
Free grammar schools, along with
infant and junior schools, none of
which I’d ever encountered before,
meant I had no idea what I was getting
into when I had a child in Bucks! I’m
so fed up of discussing the morals of
tutoring for the 11+ and my kid is only
in year 1. It’s bonkers and needs
sorting out.
What’s your favourite building or
house?
It’s really a favourite view, from
the footpath through the nature reserve
looking over toward the old church. I
feel a great sense of calm enveloping
me every time I set off on a walk
across those fields and I’m always
grateful to Chris for keeping the paths
in such good nick.
How would you spend your perfect
day in The Lee and surrounding
areas?
I had a near perfect day not long
ago. It was a snow day, no school, so
we ventured down the bridleway that’s
usually knee deep in welly-stealing
mud, but had been transformed into a
crisp glistening canvas, waiting to be
decorated by us as we walked to the
sledding hill. Rolling down every bank
we passed and desperately trying to
capture every perfect, delicate hoar
frost sculpture along the way. Everyone
under 15 was there plus parents and
their dogs! I tried to store away the
laughter and joy that was generated in
that field for bleaker times.
What’s your favourite local event?
The Flower Show! I’ve won
prizes! As has Benjamin, for ‘the most
interesting stone collection’ under 5’s:
that made his summer! Unfortunately
it now clashes with something else and
I’ve been unable to go for the last 3

years. Any chance the powers that be
could shift it just one weekend either
way please?
Do you have a favourite locallybased anecdote?
My partner grew up in a large
town and has lived in cities his whole
life. He is still adjusting to life in the
countryside. The morning after we
moved in there was a pheasant in our
front garden and he asked “is that
allowed to be there?!” He still comes
out with things like “are farmers
allowed to put trees in the middle of
their fields?” and “I saw a very
interesting dog on my cycle ride
today”, that turned out to be a
muntjac deer.
What tips would you give to people
moving to the area?
Buy winter tyres and a good pair of
walking boots!

KINGSHILL
CARS FOR ALL OCCASIONS

CHILTERNS
AIRPORTS
LONDON
01494 868699
Email: bookings@kingshillcars.co.uk
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Noel Coward’s
finest hour
From The Lee Old Church Trust
he most English of
Englishmen, Noel Coward is
synonymous with dazzling
wit, sophistication and flamboyance.
Not to mention silk, polka-dot
dressing gowns and long, long
cigarette holders.
This sophisticated genius wrote 50
plays, many films and hundreds of
songs, leaving us with a legacy of
incisive thoughts and sharp humour
that connects with every generation.
Which is why we are delighted to
announce that the incredibly talented
actor and musician, Stefan Bednarczyk
will be joining us to perform a very

special, hour-long version of his
internationally – acclaimed one-man
show, ‘Stefan Bednarczyk Performs
Noel Coward’ in The Lee Old Church
on Sunday 23rd June at 7:30 pm.

T

Stefan Bednarczyk

Great Missenden
Supported Living
A warm, friendly, house for the
elderly, in the picturesque centre of
the village.
Come and take a look to see for
yourself and have a chat with
Carol Lauder-Ross (Manager)
Tel: 01494 865026
or email for a brochure
info@abbeyfieldgreatmissenden.co.uk
Find out more on our website
www.abbeyfield.com

A personal perspective on the life
and times of Coward, Stefan’s
performance reveals the brilliance of
the Master’s genius, showcasing his
wartime and post war work with
favourites such as “Mrs Worthington’,
“Mad Dogs and Englishmen” and
“There are Bad Times Just Around the
Corner” – all studded with gems of
Coward’s verse and prose.
Described by drama critic,
Sheridan Morley, as “one of the most
important interpreters of Coward that
we have”, Stefan has received rave
reviews for his original Noel Coward
show, including:
“Can there be a better interpreter
of Noel Coward operating in the UK –
in the world – than Stefan
Bednarczyk?... Bednarczyk is a

consummate performer – his piano
playing is flawless and he exudes an
irresistible charisma... this is cabaret
at its finest.” MUSICAL THEATRE
REVIEW (Craig Glenday)
“…his choice of songs is mindful of
an audience’s need to be entertained,
while his individual interpretation of
the musical numbers is exemplary.”
THE STAGE (Paul Vale).
Of course no tribute to Noel
Coward would be complete without a
glass of something bubbly, so we will
finish the evening by serving sparkling
cocktails and canapés. If you don’t
want to miss this incredible tribute to
the work and wit of Noel Coward, the
man who once said of himself, “I’m
an enormously talented man and
there’s no point in denying it,” call
Pam Garner on 837501 or Jilly
Carleton-Smith on 837205. Tickets are
£20, or £15 for Members of The Lee
Old Church Trust.

Chilterns 2019
festival of
walking
From the Chiltern Society
oin us on one (or more!) of over
70 walks during the next Chiltern
walking festival – Saturday 18th
May to Sunday 2nd June.
There are many local walks,
starting at Wendover, Gt Missenden,
Dunsmore and Chesham, as well as
many farther afield. Find all of the
fabulous walks and book online now
to reserve your places at
www.visitchilterns.co.uk/walkingfest.

J

Accompanied by expert guides, we
invite you to enjoy spectacular views,
local stories and fun activities with
over 70 walks and activities taking
place across the Chilterns Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty.
Download the Listings Leaflet from
the website if you’d prefer to see the
walks that way. Visit the website also to
see details of some self-led walks which
you can do whenever you choose!
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Bridge too far?
By Judy Hart et al
nbalanced hands make for
exciting competitive bidding,
especially when no one is
vulnerable... as this recent hand
illustrated.

U

♠K94
♥ K Q J 10 5
♦A
♣A983
♠QJ7
♠ 10 5
♥A
♥8632
♦ K J 10 9 8 6 5 3
♦Q742
♣K
♣754
♠A8632
♥974
♦♣ Q J 10 6 2

days worrying that nobody is going to
turn up – and every year we sell out
by mid morning. So this year we are
going bigger.
A great deal of what we have on
the day is ordered in advance and
made overnight on Friday or even
early Saturday morning. I genuinely
enjoy the trips to North London to
order it all and the vendors, who know
us by now, love it that it is all going to
a rural English setting.
The plan is to have a sufficient
variety to enable you to plan a
complete menu, with traditional
Mediterranean starters, a selection of
main courses and sweet pastries.

Dealer: East
Vulnerability: none
Who do you think won the bidding
and what contract was played?
See page 23.

It’s all Greek
this month!
By Symeon Economou
he Greek (and Turkish) Food
Event seems to have become a
set feature of the Shop
calendar – my father would be proud
– and this year we have set it for
Saturday 4th May. Every year I spend
a shed-load of money and then spend

T

Last year’s happy helpers

All of the usual produce will be
there – olives, cheeses, salads, dips,
breads, savoury pastries, kefthethes,
flaounes, etc., plus the ever popular
ready prepared souvlakia (skewered
lamb or chicken) plus, for the first
time, we will have some superb, ready

cooked authentic Greek dishes
(moussaka and stifado) prepared by
our local chef, Toby Sharman, who
will be on hand to tempt you with hot
tasters – and, of course, the best
baklava money can buy.
Chris is also planning a delivery of
flowers so, if the weather is nice and
we can set up outside, the shop should
be bursting.

New Chairs for the Shop!
It is now well known that, after 10
years at the helm, Barnaby is stepping
down as Chairman of the shop
committee.
I am pleased that Katie
Michaelson-Yeates and Charles
Owen-Conway have been voted to
jointly replace Barnaby with effect
from the AGM on Sunday 28th April.
That weekend the present and past
committee members will be
celebrating Barnaby’s achievements
by entertaining him and Tricia at a
local Greek restaurant – what else?
I, personally, have greatly enjoyed
working with Barnaby and, on the
principle of better the devil you know,
shall miss his unflappability and
understated dry humour. I am also
musing on what I have done to deserve
having one boss replaced by two. I
have already told Katie and Charles
that they are only allowed 50% of
bossiness each but I don’t expect they
will comply…
In the meantime Don Baker, who
is manfully helping us to bridge the
gap left by Leslie Robins is helping us
finish off our 2018 accounts and
getting us started on QuickBooks –
alas, it’s all Greek to me!

Shop - latest!
By the Editorial Team
hen the Shop held its
Annual General Meeting on
28th April, the accounts for
2018 showed that sales have increased
again, by 1.7% year on year, to a total
of just over £195,000. However,
because of additional one-off
operational costs (car park repairs and
electricity), the shop has reported a
small net loss for the year (£1,577)
compared with a small profit in 2017.
Overall the financial position remains
strong with good financial reserves.
The meeting marked the end of
Barnaby Usborne’s chairmanship of the
Shop Management Committee. As
reported elsewhere, he is being replaced
by Charles Owen-Conway and Katie
Michaelson-Yeates as joint co-chairs.

W

Pippa Hart
Photography

Natural & Informal
Black &White
Portraits
01494 837340
www.pippahart.com
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Services for
May
St John the Baptist
5

th

12th
19th
26th
30th

8:00am

HC

10:00am

AA

10:00am
10:00am
10:00am
10:00am

PC
PC
PC

Revd Janet Wales
Old Church
Joint service at
Lee Common
Methodist Church
Revd Ivor Cornish
Matins Lay-led
Revd Ivor Cornish
tbc Ascension

HC Holy Communion (said)
PC Parish Communion (sung)
AA All-age service

St Mary’s, Ballinger
5th

9:30am

12th

6:00pm

Informal Communion
followed by
Refreshments
Parish Evensong and
Patronal Festival
followed by wine
and nibbles

Refurbishing
The Lee Old
Church Trust
By Jon Swain, Chairman

Contacts: Vicar: The Revd David
Burgess (837315). Churchwardens:
Roderick Neal (837264) and Trevor
Pearce (837601). Verger: Bill Pearce
(785191). Treasurer: David
Stephenson (867617).

Lee Common Methodist
5

th

12th
19th
26th

10:00am

AA

Joint service with
St John the Baptist
at Lee Common
Methodist Church
Please see notice board
Please see notice board
Please see notice board

Have your thoughts turned to
summer bedding? Come and see the
wonderful selections of plants and
homemade cakes on Saturday 4th
May 10:30 am – 12 noon at Lee
Common Methodist Church.
All welcome.

I

n 1976, the ‘Old Church’ at The
Lee had been falling into a state of
disrepair for some considerable
time, as the Parish Church had neither
the funds, nor the facilities, to
maintain it. A public meeting was
convened which led to the formation
of the Old Church Trust by 1982. One
of the main aims of this was to involve
the community in restoring and
nurturing a wonderful building for the
benefit of all. It is a Grade 1 listed
Church and is said to be the oldest
building in the Chiltern District. The
Trust was registered as a charity in
1983. An appeal had been launched by
then, and funds raised. The building

was saved, and the process that
enabled its survival created a valuable
community facility. Funds were raised
in a variety of ways, including the
staging of events and performances by
well-known personalities, fulfilling a
dual role of enriching the experiences
of the local population, and bringing
the famous into our lives.
The Trust has continued ever since
with its future helped by the
generosity of many, both financially,
and with that priceless commodity,
their time.

Time for some changes...
The world has changed a great deal
since the Trust was established, and
over the last 18 months, the committee
managing it has been reviewing its
role and status, as one significant thing
that has changed is charity law.
In 2014, it became possible to
register a trust as a Charitable
Incorporated Organisation (CIO). This
brings benefits in protecting the
trustees from personal liability for
costs properly incurred by a trust. We
discovered, having instructed lawyers
specialising in charity law, that the
original Trust Deed and Constitution
had not aged well and were in need of
some improvement and maintenance.
Those who manage trusts are deemed
to be the trustees of that trust. So it
was that the committee had,
unwittingly, been trustees all along.
We decided that it was necessary to
apply to become a CIO.
We have achieved this, and are
happy that the Trust is now not only in
a healthy state, but also in a form that
can be handed on to our successors,
set up for those generations. It has
simply been a continuation of what
our predecessors had begun.

We are conscious that the Trust is
unknown to many who have moved
into The Lee in more recent years. We
want to bring it forward into the
community’s awareness and aim to
attract more people to become
involved in the marvellous events,
mainly held in the Old Church, but
also to feel that they have a share in
this invaluable community asset. You
don’t have to be religious to enjoy all
that the Old Church has to offer; more
than anything the Trust provides
friendship, sociability and the chance
to enjoy the performances of worldclass artists and speakers.
We want more people to become a
‘Friend of the Old Church Trust’. It
will cost £10 per year per Friend, and
that will attract a discount on the tickets
for the events that are often oversubscribed. We are mixing our events

J Brown Funeral Services
67 Woodside Road, Amersham, HP6 6AA
01494 727474 (24 hours)
A truly independent family funeral directors
Bespoke and traditional services
Private chapels of rest
Pre-paid funeral plans
Off street client parking
Home visits

Contact Jason Brown on: 01494 727474
jason@jbrownfuneralservices.co.uk

Recommended by
The Good Funeral Guide
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as we go forward; some music, some
talks on a diverse range of subjects, and
always the knowledge that you are
contributing towards the rich weave of
history that accompanies this old place
going back at least 800 years…

There is also the monthly 8:00 am
Holy Communion Service in the Old
Church. The language of the Book of
Common Prayer used in the simple, allspoken short service is just as will have
been used since the 16th Century in
services in the church; another tradition
we help to perpetuate.

St Mary’s
Ballinger
By Anne Ellis
o quote Chaucer, now that
‘Aprille with his shoures
soote’ has arrived ‘than longen
folk to goon pilgrimages’ and this
month we will be visited by our very
own pilgrims. Brian and Barbara
Wilson (travelling from the Isle of
Wight) together with their son, are
coming to join us for Holy
Communion on Sunday 5th May. If
you remember Brian, you will know
that he held St Mary’s very close to
his heart and was instrumental in
keeping this beautiful little church
open. Both Maggi and I are delighted
that he will be able to see the fruits of
his labour first-hand and we invite
you to join us for this special service.

T
We look forward to welcoming you
to the Old Church. Please contact Jilly
Carleton-Smith (837205) or Pam
Garner (837501) to become a Friend of
the Old Church and discover the gem
in the heart of The Lee.

Mike Lake
Friendly & Local

Painter & Decorator
For that professional touch
Interior & Exterior
Also Property Maintenance
For a free quotation please call:
01494 866873 / 07723 017005
mikelake42@talktalk.net

Outside the Church...
Thank goodness for the recent
glorious, sunny days as we have
worked hard over the last couple of
weeks! The old outbuilding housing the
lawn mower and other items needed
replacing before it fell down, so Maggi
approached Sweet Charity with the
result that they kindly offered to pay
for a new shed. John Conway literally
pushed down the existing building and

made good the base. Jeremy Hamilton
repaired the leaning fence, which we
discovered behind, cut the holly down
by half and removed the debris.
Meanwhile Maggi and I stained the
fence, cut a path around the back of the
hedge to give better access and clipped
up all the subsequent cuttings.
Eventually Ted’s Sheds came last
Saturday to erect our lovely new shed
and it now takes pride of place behind
the vestry. We have to buy some
racking (£29) to accommodate the
vases etc. so if anyone is feeling
generous, all donations will be
gratefully received. Next on our list is
the outside door leading from the
vestry and we are currently looking at
various options with an eye on our
budget. The lawn has been mowed,
flowerbeds tidied, edges trimmed and
shrubs pruned. The bulbs we planted
earlier in the year are growing
vigorously, the birds are singing and
the garden has come into its own.

Inside the Church…
The faculty for the chairs has been
submitted and Maggi and I are now in
the process of approaching HS2 for
funding to give St Mary’s a complete
structural overhaul. We have had a
meeting with Colin Sully to glean any
helpful hints as to how to go about this
and, needless to say, he has been
exceedingly helpful. We have also been
in contact with Ballinger Waggoners
and although the application will be a
daunting process we feel it is
worthwhile.

Other News...
Judy Whymark will kindly be
inscribing the donated hymnbooks in
the next week or so.
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Developments at the Old Swan

By Colin Sully
he 16th Century Old Swan pub
at Swan Bottom has recently
been given planning
permission to make alterations to its
exterior as part of developments
designed to improve both the visual
appeal and the operational efficiency
of the pub. This investment in one of
our great local assets is to be
welcomed by all.
The changes proposed include:
* a single storey rear entrance porch
* new fenced bins and storage yard
* a landscaped front patio area.
Local residents and the Parish
Council expressed some concerns to
CDC about the future use of the area
in front of the pub, particularly given
the number of seated visitors shown
on the plans. However, assurances
from the pub’s owners about the use of
this area, the fact that the main reason

T

for changing the front is to increase
the visual ‘kerb appeal’ and the
‘Informatives’ attached by CDC to
the planning permission have all gone
some way to alleviate the concerns.

The Lee
Flower Show
20th July 2019
By Jonathan Batten
oon after you read this, there
will be a reassuring thud on
your doormat as your personal
copy of the schedule for this year’s
show is delivered through your
letterbox.
It’s a small brightly coloured,
flowery-looking brexit, sorry I mean
booklet, so take your time to read,
mark, learn and inwardly digest. Keep
it on your kitchen table, on your

S

bedside cabinet, in your potting shed
or greenhouse for easy reference.
How are your vegetables, fruit and
cultivated flowers?
If you like pot plants, but haven’t
already got a prize specimen, no worries,
go out and buy one by 20th May, feed it,
talk to it, nurture it and enter it.
Come on you budding flower
arrangers; the floral art class is there
for the taking!
Cookery classes are open to all –
there’s a particularly tasty coffee and
walnut sponge cake recipe for class 75
so get stuck in and beat some sense
into some margarine, sugar and eggs.
Don’t forget to donate half your cake
to the tea tent – see the article on page
20 – which just goes to show you
really can have your cake and eat it!
Handicrafts give scope for all types
of skills and the photographic subjects
are a challenge to all.
Please encourage your children
and grandchildren to join in – there are
classes for all age groups and special
classes for Lee Common School.
Let them do the exhibits themselves
– some overzealous parents have been
known to contribute just a little too
much, but the judges are shrewd
enough to know.

MARTIN THE MILKMAN
Refrigerated delivery of fresh
milk, dairy produce, bread,
eggs, fruit juices and more.
To place an order call
01442 833944
PHONES MANNED 4 PM – 6 PM
ANSWERPHONE AT OTHER TIMES

If you live slightly outside the area
no need to feel left out of the fun there
are Visitors classes for all of you too.
What does this all add up to on the
day? A sense of achievement in honest
competition and, of course, points.
What do points mean? Points mean
prizes and particular collections of the
most points means silverware!
If, as we expect, your copy of the
schedule becomes too dog-eared and
worn from constant study then go to
The Lee village website:
www.thelee.org.uk and follow the
links to the flower show pages and
download it.

Later… live music with Inka
Tickets are £22 each for The Lee
Flower Show Dance and will go on
sale from the 7th June.
Make a day... and a night of it!
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Batter Chatter
By Claire Wise and Kelly Stone
aving suggested that ‘Cake
Season’ at The Lee did not start
until May, I stand corrected.
Clearly, our lovely community is
already baking. On our new Facebook
page – ‘The Lee Flower Show Tea Tent’
– we have photos of some amazing
cakes that have been made for our local
Contact The Elderly afternoon teas,
birthday cakes covered in flowers and,
of course, Easter Bunnies jumping,
sitting and, in Yvonne’s case,
burrowing. The Facebook page is full of
recipes and ideas on how to turn a
simple cake into something with the
wow factor.
Clearly, not every cake is a success
and already we have a theme emerging
as to what tips and hints you would
like our Star Bakers to address, so let
me list a few.
1. The uncooked mixture curdles:
eggs are too cold/added too quickly
2. Cake has sunk in the middle: too
much sugar or raising agent/
undercooked or oven door opened
too early.
3. Cake has risen to a peak and is
cracked: oven temperature too high
or cake on too high a shelf or too
much mixture in the tin.

H

THE LEEWAY – YOUR
VILLAGE SUPPORT TEAM
If you have difficulty getting to your
doctor or the hospital, doing your
shopping or would like a home visit and
a friendly chat, then please ring:

01494 837177
Mon - Fri: 10 am - 4 pm. Sat: 10 am 12 noon. Please give us reasonable notice
of your requirement to help us organise it.

4. Fruit has sunk in fruitcake: mixture
or fruit are too wet or too much
sugar or raising agent.
5. How to stop lemon curd from
dribbling over the sides of a cake?
Pipe some buttercream around the
outside of the cake, spread the
lemon curd in the middle: the
buttercream acts as a barrier.
Essentially, baking is a science and
means that the ingredients need to be
accurately weighed and a recipe
followed – there is no ‘chuck in a
handful of this’ in a cake recipe.

However, when it comes to
decorating, there are no rules. Keep it
simple... or experiment. Look at
pictures from magazines or our
Facebook page, and then have a go.
Here is Yvonne’s Burrowing Easter
Bunny – you will find the method on
the Facebook page. Looks
complicated? The base is a carrot
cake, nuts and coconut make up the
soil, buttercream is used for the grass
and fondant shapes the bunny. Easy!!!
Easter may be over, but why not
try something similar and then send in
your photos with success/disaster

stories? If you do not want to use
Facebook, then just send them to me:
Claire@leecommon.com.
Remember, the main thing is to
‘Keep Baking’.

The Nursing
Chronicles
By Zoe Berkeley
hen I started my nursing
degree in 2016, I lived in
London, so I still travel to
most of my clinical placements there.
Sometimes my mentors take pity on me
and let me leave my 12 hour shifts a bit
early because they know I have such a
long journey home. To them, I’m mad
for moving so far away, but for me the
journey is worth it, because what I
come home to is our very special
village, which I have come to adore.
As I approach the end of my
training it’s time to start thinking
about where I would like to work. As
everyone knows, there is a shortage of
nurses so I’m fairly confident I’m
lucky enough to be able to make a
choice about a field that works best for
me. When I started my degree it was a
huge change for me. I ran a cake shop
and tearoom in London for 10 years
and when I tell that story to my
colleagues, they always question my
decision. I struggled with my own
health in the last few years of running
my business and having to have five
surgeries in that time probably played
a big part in influencing my desire to
become a nurse. Whilst many wonder
why I gave up the thing some only
dream of having, they mostly don’t
understand that nursing gave me
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Cromar
Carpets Ltd
CARPETS, VINYL AND
WOOD FLOORING
SUPPLIED AND FITTED

9-11 STATION APPROACH
GREAT MISSENDEN
01494 862125
TIM SIMMONS IS

THE VERMINATOR
Pest control services

ALL
INSECTS
FOXES
RABBITS
AND
ANTS

WASPS
GLIS-GLIS
SQUIRREL
RATS
MICE
MOLES

FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE
LOW PRICES - HIGH QUALITY

07734649305
WE WILL ALSO PROOF YOUR
HOUSE/PREMISES TO STOP THEM
COMING BACK

22

23
freedom. That freedom starts to
become more evident now as I come to
the end and have choices. I was tied to
a building for 10 years; soon I will be
able to potentially work anywhere in
the world.

take a step back. Just another one of the
many things of beauty London doesn’t
have to offer and another reason why
I’m definitely a Bucks nurse in the
making!

A part of the community

Cricket anyone?

My journey bought me here to this
part of the world and it’s the place I
would most like to settle. Last year I
completed my community nursing
placement locally and six months into
living in The Lee at that point, that was
the time when I really got to know my
way around as I visited patients in their
own homes all over the surrounding
areas. Community nursing was
something I never even considered
before, having lived in London all my
life getting from house to house to see
patients just seemed like a logistical
nightmare – the traffic, the parking, the
road rage! As I pootled around our
country lanes to see patients in our
community, I saw community nursing
completely differently, living here has
definitely changed my perception and
it’s a field of nursing I’m considering,
it also works well with enabling that
freedom I mentioned earlier.
For now, I’m juggling my final 900
hours of clinical placement, required
for my registration with the Nursing
and Midwifery Council (NMC),
awaiting final exam results and the
outcome of my latest assignment on
leadership and collaborative working.
On my days off from my long shifts
I’ve set myself up in my cottage in
what I’m calling the ‘dissertation
station’ as that’s my final academic
hurdle and managing time is hard. But
what keeps me going through those
dissertation days at home is the walks I
have around The Lee to recharge and

By Trish Swain
ith a new season on the
horizon, there’s a positive
buzz around the Cricket
Club. The practice sessions at winter
nets have honed skills and confidence,
and now new bats, bags and kit are all
ready for action. Let’s hope that the
first game on Easter Sunday sees lots
of runs and not too many ducks,
weather permitting.
Hot on the heels of this match, the
club is hosting the Bucks County
Over-70s team on 25th April.

W

Opening-up for a new season!

the village and want further information about our family friendly club,
please visit our club website:
www.theleecc.org.uk .
There is also a link from the village website: thelee.org.uk or contact
the Club Chairman, Patrick Walsh,
at: patrick_a_walsh@hotmail.co.uk

Enthusiastic early-season spectators

A work party in early April was
most successful with the Chairman
being able to tick off a large ‘to do
list’. Overgrown areas were
strimmed and mowed and chicken
wire was placed around the bottom
of the hedges and fences to keep the
ball out of the park and our
neighbours’ gardens. The pavilion
had a good spring clean and York
and Mel Woodford-Smith and Rachel
Harris did a superb job in painting
the bar area.
We have just acquired a new
bench and BBQ courtesy of the ECB,
this is part of their mission to foster
grass roots cricket during the World
Cup season. A ‘World Cup Party’ is
being planned on Friday 7 t h
June, more details to follow in due
course. The Club has also taken
delivery of a bench in commemoration
of Ernie Brown, a long time player
and supporter of the Club, latterly as
a Vice President. The Club is
also purchasing some second-hand
covers for the wicket and sight
screens too.
If you are passing and see a match
in progress, please stop by, you will be
made most welcome. If you are new to

Bridge too far?
At our table N bid and made 5 ♠ ...
E
S
W
N
1♦
Dbl
1 ♠
3♦
3♥
4 ♣
5♦
5♠

-

-

-

5 ♦ by W would have been a good
sacrifice.

SHORT-TERM
RENTALS
From £295 per week (all inclusive)

Self-catering holiday
or temporary accommodation
at Lee Common
Moving house?
Completion dates don’t coincide?
House sale falls through?
Builders outstaying their welcome?

Expecting Visitors?
Need extra accommodation?
Self-contained Period Property:
sleeps four guests

Tel: 01494 837798
e-mail: lowerbassibones@yahoo.co.uk
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The Lee: Off
Road Cycle
Tours No 27
Via Chivery, Dunsmore and
Cobblershill
By Rudi Kalveks
his varied route via Chivery,
which is close to the highest
point in the Chilterns, offers
some interesting off-road woodland
descents and climbs. It takes in the
long bridleway along the woodland
ridge between Dunsmore and
Cobblershill and offers some

T

spectacular views. During spring and
summer the inevitable muddy
stretches are usually manageable.

Route Finding:
1. Start at the Cock and Rabbit PH.
Leave the green taking the lane
past the church.
2. Go straight across the crossroads
at Swan Bottom towards St
Leonards.
3. At a grass triangle turn left
towards The Hale and then right
uphill into Taylors Lane at the
second grass triangle.
4. At Lanes End turn left into Chapel
Road.
5. In Chivery, shortly after the house
‘Hensgrove’ take the bridleway on
your left for a long descent
skirting
Wendover
Woods. Join
Hale Lane at
the
bottom,
continuing
straight ahead.
6. At
the
junction with
Hale Road in
Wendover,
turn right and
then after 200
yards turn left
downhill onto
a short bridleway between
some houses.
7. At the old
A413
turn
right and then
double back
left uphill into

Bacombe Lane, crossing the
bridge over the new A413.
8. Half way up Bacombe Lane turn
left onto a bridleway. After a few
hundred yards the bridleway turns
right through a gate. A short
descent followed by a longish
climb with some tricky sections
follows.
9. At the t-junction, take the
bridleway to the left, continue
through Dunsmore and across the
road by the duck pond. Long flat
stretch through Hampdenleaf
Wood.
10. At Cobblershill, cross the road and
continue along the bridleway.
After the house ‘Blossoms’ on
your left, the bridleway passes
between open fields and then
enters a small wood.
11. Immediately on exiting this wood
the bridleway forks. Take the left
fork downhill. Quite steep, rock
strewn and bumpy in places. Take
care. Continue under the railway
line to join the A413.
12. Turn right into the A413 and then
after 500 yards turn left up
Leather Lane.
13. Left at the top of Leather Lane.
Return via Hunts Green to the
Cock and Rabbit.
Total distance: 11 miles. Three climbs
a p p rox . 3 2 5 m a s c e nt . A l l o w
1½ hours, depending on conditions.
Don’t forget: helmet, puncture
repair kit, water, go slow for horses.
Recommended: 1:25,000 O/S
Maps: Chiltern Hills North – Explorer
181 and Chiltern Hills West –
Explorer 171.
Good cycling,

Mervyn’s
Carpet & Upholstery
Cleaning Services
Independent carpet cleaning
specialist with over 30 years
experience.
CARPETS. UPHOLSTERY.
RUGS. HARD FLOOR.
CARPET PROTECTION.
FULLY INSURED.
Friendly and reliable service.
Most work by recommendation.
Environmentally friendly
cleaning materials.
For a no obligation quote ’phone
01525 371724 or 07975 847027
Email: mersu@btinternet.com
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The fastest way to let everyone in the
Parish know about an event you are
arranging is to publish it right here in
the Newsletter. Contact the editor by
the 12th of the previous month (see
contact details on page 1).

May
Thursday 2nd. The Lee Walking
Group. ‘Bluebell walk’. Meet at the
Old Swan at 9:30 am. See page 6.
Friday 3rd. LCSA Coffee Morning.
At the Methodist Church. From 9:00
am. All welcome.
Saturday 4th. Plants and home-made
cakes morning at the Methodist
Church. See page 14.
Saturday 4th. Shop Greek Food Event
at the Parish Hall. See page 12.
Tuesday 14th. The Lee Parish Council
Meeting. Parish Hall 7:30 pm.
Tuesday 14th. Ballinger Evening WI.
The Thames Path: Jo Laurie.
Saturday 18th. Wendover Choral
Society. The Creation.
Saturday 18th to Sunday 2nd June.
Chiltern Walking Festival. See page 11.
Tuesday 21 s t . Annual Parish
Meeting. 7:30 pm. See page 6.
Thursday 30th. The Arts Society
Ballinger. ‘Iran: Land of Great Kings,
Shahs and Ayatollahs’ John Osborne.

Coming soon
Saturday 1st June. Coffee Morning.
Methodist Church 10:30 am to 12 noon.
Saturday 1st to Sunday 2nd June. Art
Exhibition at St Mary’s, Ballinger
featuring work by Jo Laurie’s painters.

Thursday 6th June. The Lee Walking
Group. Meet at the Shop at 9:30 am.
Friday 7th June. LCSA Coffee Morning.
At the Methodist Church. From 9:00 am.
All welcome.
Friday 7th June. World Cup Cricket
Party. Details to follow. See page 23.
Tuesday 11th June. Ballinger Evening
WI. ‘Seated Flexibility Exercises’:
Joan Cooper. 8:00 pm.
Saturday 15th June. The Lee Church
Fête. Save the date!
Saturday 15th June. Open Garden in
aid of Scannappeal at Garden
Cottage, Lee Common from 2:00 pm
to 4:00 pm.
Sunday 23rdJune. Stefan Bednarczyk
Performs Noel Coward. The Lee Old
Church. See page 10..
Thursday 27th June. The Arts Society
Ballinger. ‘The Dead Sea Scrolls in
context: an introduction to Palestine in
the time of Christ’. Neil Faulkner
Tuesday 9th July. Ballinger Evening
WI. Bagels and Bacon: Jeff Rozelaar.
Saturday 20th July. The Lee Flower
Show and Dance. See page 18.
Tuesday 5th November. Bonfire night!
Save the date!
Saturday 16th November. Roving
Supper. Save the date!

Directory of
local contacts
Ballinger Horticultural Society
Chairperson: Brenda Gover
info@ballingerhorti.co.uk
Ballinger War Memorial Hall
Bookings: Jane Ogden, 837379
Ballinger Evening W.I.
Contact: Frankie Little, 837659
frankie.little@btinternet.com

Lee Common C of E School
School office, 837267
office@leecommon.bucks.sch.uk
Lee Common Methodist Church
Marian Tomkins, 837479
Lee Common Scouts
Scout Leader Thomas Brockett:
837294 or brockett8@hotmail.com
Shop at The Lee
Symeon Economou, 837195
theleeshop@yahoo.co.uk
St John the Baptist Church
See centre pages.
St Mary’s Ballinger
Contact: Anne Ellis, 837247
anne.ellis1004@gmail.com
Tennis Court @ Parish Hall
Bookings: Judy Morgan 837787
The Arts Society Ballinger
Chair, Lesley Wickham, 865480
ballinger@theartssociety.org
The Lee Cricket Club
www.theleecc.org.uk
Secretary, Mike Harris
07788 345555
The Lee Flower Show
Chairman, Jonathan Batten,
837450
The Lee Newsletter
theleenewsletter@googlemail.com
The Lee Old Church Trust
Secretary: Pam Garner 837501
The Lee Parish Council
Clerk: Hayley Farrelly, 837068
theleeparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk
www.thelee-pc.org.uk
Allotments: Alison Weir, 837529
The Lee Parish Hall Committee
Bookings: Anne Barnett, 837796
Chairman: Tony Lea, 837237
The Leeway
Contact, 837177
Vocal Lees
Jeannette Batten, 837450

The Newsletter

T

he Lee Newsletter is published 10
times a year and distributed free to
all households in the parish… and
a little beyond. The views expressed in it
are not necessarily those of the Editor.
We welcome letters and articles of
interest and relevance to The Lee.
Copy should be sent to the Editor of
the month (see page 1) by the 12th of
the month before publication.
Letters should ideally run to no more
than 200 words and articles to no more
than 700 words; material may be edited
and may appear on the village website
www.thelee.org.uk unless consent is
specifically withheld. Anonymous
contributions are not accepted.
To advertise or place an insert,
please contact Paul Apicella on 837377
by the 12th of the previous month.
If you have photographs for
publication please contact Jonathan
Batten on 837450 or email
battenjonathan@hotmail.com.
For queries regarding distribution
contact Barnaby Usborne on 837382.
Other members of the Editorial
team: Peter Archer, Zoe Berkeley,
Ruth Fowler, Phil Harrison, Liz
Macann, Jen Ogley, Adam Speller and
Colin Sully.
Printed by Strongs: 01442 878592.

To book the Parish Hall
or Scout Hut
’phone Anne Barnett on 837796
9 am - 1 pm
6 pm 2 pm - 6 pm
midnight
Mon - Fri
£30 or £10/hr £45 or £10/hr
Sat/Sun
£12/hr
£70
Bank Holiday £12/hr
£70
Car park only
£10
Crockery/cutlery £15 (hire outside the hall)

Rates

