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From the Editor The Lee Parish
Council report

By Peter Archer
e must have now reached
the peak point in the year
for community life in The
Lee, having just enjoyed the Church
Fête. This has been despite the build
up to it being blighted by the most
awful wet weather!
Following on quickly from the
Fête will be the Flower Show later
this month which will, as always,
draw in many people from
surrounding villages keen to enjoy
this village event.
This month the Newsletter has a
number of interesting articles, not
only personal stories but also ones
touching on the history of The Lee.
We also have an invitation to take
part in a community walk to beat the
parish boundaries – perhaps for the
last time before the intrusion of HS2!
We do not produce a Newsletter in
August so our next edition will be in
September when the Editor will be
Liz Macann.
Please send your contributions to
theleenewsletter@googlemail.com or
hard copy to Liz Macann at
Mandrake, Princes Lane, Lee
Common.
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Sales & Le ngs
64 High Street Great Missenden
Buckinghamshire HP16 0AN
Tel: 01494 890990
email: info@jeremyswan.co.uk
www.jeremyswan.co.uk

By Hayley Farrelly, Clerk

Oxford Street roadworks

T

he Lee Parish Council (TLPC)
has been advised by Transport
for Bucks that the second
phase of the Oxford Street resurfacing
(micro-surfacing)
is
programmed to commence around 17th
July and will last for two days. It is
possible this might change if we get
prolonged spells of adverse weather
between now and then.
The white-line road marking, on
which the Parish Council consulted in
2017, should then follow a week or
two after that.

Parish consultation
At the Annual Parish Meeting,
there were a few suggestions from
those who attended as to the priorities
for TLPC going forward. However we
recognised that this was a very small
sample of residents and a wider view
would be useful. It has also become
clear from various conversations that
many residents still are unsure of what
TLPC actually does (or could do).
We have therefore created a
feedback survey for residents (which
you will find inserted into the
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Newsletter) and invite residents to fill
it in and return it to us via The Shop.
This is your opportunity to tell us what
amenities, activities or assets you
would like to see in The Lee. Please
submit your responses by the end of
August. In the autumn we will
communicate the results of the survey.

Local Plan consultation
The draft Chiltern and South
Bucks Local Plan is out for
consultation from 7th June until
midnight on 19th July.
Whilst there appears to be no
significant direct impact on The Lee
parish, you may wish to find out more
or make comments, which you can do
via the District Council website link
https://www.chiltern.gov.uk/planning/
localplan.

Slow-worm at Lee
Common
We have been told that a slowworm was seen in the allotments. Slow
-worms are lizards, though they are
often mistaken for snakes. Unlike
snakes they have eyelids, a flat, forked
tongue and can drop their tail to
escape from a predator. Slow-worms
have a shiny appearance, and are
protected by law in Great Britain
against being deliberately killed,
injured or sold/traded in any way. If
you do see it in the allotments please
enjoy this rare sight nowadays.

Parish Council accounts
A final set of accounts for the
Parish Council for the year 2018/19 is
now available on the website:
www.thelee-pc.org.uk

New website and emails
As part of the amalgamation of the
village and Parish Council websites,
all parish councillors now have new
email addresses in the format
cllr.xxxx@thelee.org.uk
so,
for
example, Colin Sully can be contacted
at
cllr.sully@thelee.org.uk.
The
Clerk’s email address remains as
theleeparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk but
she can additionally be contacted at
clerk@thelee.org.uk.
The Council’s website will soon be
moving to its new home within the
village website, with a link from the
old site to the new.

Your letters
Thank you
To the Editor
I’d like to say a massive “Thank
You” to everyone who has donated
so as I can attend the 24th World
Scout Jamboree in West Virginia to
represent the UK as an IST
(International
Service
Team)
member. Our role is to help with the
smooth running of the event, with
my specific role being ‘Living in the
21st Century – exploration’.
I’m amazed by the kindness of
everyone that contributed towards
my trip; hopefully my stall at the
Church Fête gave some insight into
the amazing experience. I’m in the
home straight in reaching my
funding target.
I hope to do a blog while I’m
there if people want to keep track on
how my adventure is going.
Tom Brockett
Ballinger

Lest we forget
To the Editor
The uploading of the information
collated at The Lee WWI Digital
Collection Day has now been
completed. The information can be
seen at http://lwf.it.ox.ac.uk/s/lest-weforget/item-set/3685.

New postal address
For all correspondence to the
Parish Council, there is also a new
postal address which is: Clerk to The
Lee Parish Council, PO Box 933,
Great Missenden, HP16 6BU.

The Medals of Brigadier Francis Walter Rice

John (Jack) Ford

Please take a look and let me know
what you think.
Many thanks once again to all the
contributors and helpers in making the
day such a success. Matthew (from the
collection team) commented on the
variety and quality of the contributions.
John Ford
The Lee
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The Lee
Flower Show
is the now
event
By Jonathan Batten
n the minestrone of news that
threatens to engulf us a crouton of
reality presents itself; the election
of our new Prime Minister takes its
course, don’t look back in anger but
set your sights on a bright new sunny
future: The Lee Flower Show on 20th
July – the excitement in the
atmosphere is palpable.
The committee has been preparing:
the posters are on the roadsides, the
flags will be flying and the cricket
field will be transformed with the
largest marquee to be seen in The Lee
since last year. The grass is being cut,
the bands are tuning up, the magician
is rehearsing his tricks, the animals are
pacing up and down, the cups are
being polished, the art tent is coming
together – see Chrissi Ratcliffe’s
article on page 19.
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MARTIN THE MILKMAN
Refrigerated delivery of fresh
milk, dairy produce, bread,
eggs, fruit juices and more.
To place an order call
01442 833944
PHONES MANNED 4 PM – 6 PM
ANSWERPHONE AT OTHER TIMES

For your part you need to decide
on your entries and get those to Ann
Ash by 18th July. It’s all there in the
schedule – a variety of classes for all
of you to participate in – if you’ve
mislaid it download another copy from
the village website – just follow the
Flower Show link.
If you need any help with entries
please feel free to ring our dedicated
helpline 837550.
A small army of helpers is needed
to put on the show so thank you to all
those who have already enlisted – if
you haven’t been asked but would like
to help, do please call me on 837450.
If you would like to donate a prize
for the raffle then call Jonathan Batten
on 837450. If you have bric-a-brac call
Charlotte Reynolds on 793221. If you
have books for the bookstall call
Andrew Cowper on 837922.
If you can bake a cake for the tea
tent then bring it along to the pavilion
in the morning or better still enter it in
a cookery class and then donate half of
it to the tea tent. See Claire Wise’s
article on page 12.

and then...

Dance to Inka

P

ut on your dancing shoes and
get down to the marquee for the
best night of your lives.
Tickets at £22 each are still
available for The Lee Flower Show
Dance from the Shop at The Lee until
Saturday 13th July, and thereafter
contact Laura Doggett and Neeta
Norton on leeflowerdance@gmail.com

Tour de France
thru The Lee
By our cycling correspondent
’Etape UK, the official Tour de
France Sportive in the UK, is
coming through The Lee this
year on 14th July (Bastille Day).
Timed to coincide with the Tour de
France cycle race, the UK L’Etape is
being based at Penn House, with three
cycle routes available for different
levels of challenge. The ‘Short
Route’ (52km) – over which the
‘Classic Bike’ ride also takes place (see
picture below) – will come along Potter
Row, around The Lee green, past the
Church, on to the Swan Bottom
Crossroads and continue up Swan Lane
to St Leonards.
The organisers say that at Penn
House you will be able to “immerse
yourself in the Tour de France Fan
Village, enjoy live Tour de France on
the big screen and sample French and
local food and drink”.
Alternatively you can just sit outside
one of our village pubs, enjoy local food
and drink and watch them go by!

Pippa Hart
Photography

L

Natural & Informal
Black &White
Portraits
01494 837340
www.pippahart.com

Bucks Vision
Open to professionals /
members of the public who
wish to ﬁnd out more about
sight loss.

01296 487 556
recepon@bucksvision.co.uk
www.bucksvision.co.uk
Registered Charity no 1147814
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HS2 update
By Colin Sully

Is it unstoppable?

T

he national picture on HS2
appears still to be ‘fluid’, with
battle-lines drawn between
those who want it cancelled and those
who want to press on. A Treasury
review of major projects is due to
report after the summer and a new
Prime Minister may tip the balance.
We should know more by the autumn
when, if the project is to go ahead, a
‘Notice to Proceed’ should be issued
to contractors.

Haul Road
Meanwhile, HS2 Ltd’s Enabling
Works contractor (Fusion JV) is
pressing on with the construction of
the haul road from the Great
Missenden roundabout… before they
have put in place any local mitigation.
The urgency is caused by the need to
get a temporary road up the hill by the
autumn, so that work can begin on
moving some of the electricity pylons.

Hunts Green spoil heap
The planning application to move
part of the temporary spoil heap at
Hunts Green has been submitted to
Chiltern District Council, but has

straightaway run into a problem in that
HS2 Ltd, who were supposed to be
supporting this application, have
formally objected to it. As a result a
decision is on hold, while HS2 Ltd, the
landowner’s agents and the District
Council have further discussions.
Once again we should know more by
the autumn.

and residents have been unhappy
with the engagement.
The Commissioners appeared
sympathetic to the complaints
(although one suspects that they had
heard them all before) and agreed to
revisit the area in 12 months to see if
there has been any improvement.

HS2 Commissioners’ visit

The next Joint Chiltern Parishes’
liaison meeting with HS2 Ltd and their
contractors is scheduled for July 4th,
when we hope to receive updates on
all the above issues.

On 30th May, the Independent
Construction Commissioner and the
Residents’ Commissioner visited the
area and attended a meeting in Great
Missenden at which local Councils
and associations presented their
complaints about the way in which
HS2 Ltd and their contractors have
been engaging (or not engaging) with
the local communities. Items discussed
included:
• the fact that the haul road
construction has been started
before the local mitigation has
been put in place,
• delays in providing other local
mitigation at Gt Missenden,
• delays in carrying out a hilltop
villages survey of traffic,
• HS2 Ltd’s objection to the Hunts
Green Spoil Heap planning
application (see above),
• the way in which local
consultation on the design of
viaducts has been handled,
• the lack of appropriate mitigation
for a designated Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty,
• delays in any meaningful
discussion
of
train
noise
impacts… and of road traffic
impacts during construction… and
many other examples, where
Councils, associations, businesses

Next liaison meeting

Bridge too far?
By Rita Sully et al
n
this
recent
hand,
competitive bidding by North
interfered with the opponents’
bids. Sitting E-W how would you have
bid after North opened with a weak
2 ♥?

O

♠Q5
♥ A J 10 8 7 2
♦9
♣ K 10 9 2
♠ 10 8 7 6 4 3 2
♠AKJ9
♥6
♥KQ953
♦AK4
♦73
♣87
♣AQ
♠♥4
♦ Q J 10 8 6 5 2
♣J6543
Dealer: North
Vulnerability: All
See how we bid on page 21.
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Update on the
Wendover
Dean Viaduct
By Eiffage Kier, working on behalf of
HS2 Ltd
n September 2018 Eiffage Kier
shared the emerging design and
delivery proposal for the
Wendover Dean viaduct located to
the south of Wendover (see map).
During these engagement events,
we listened to the concerns
regarding the design of this structure
and formulated a report which has
been shared with The Lee,
Wendover and Great Missenden
Parish Councils.
A copy of this can be found on
the HS2 commonplace website (link
below) by accessing the area
Wendover Viaducts and Green
Tunnel Designs and Information
September 2018.
Eiffage Kier has been working
with Aylesbury Vale District
Council (AVDC) and the Chilterns
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
(AONB)
Review
Group
in
preparation
for
the
planning
application and we are now in a
position to share the developed
design for this structure. This
incorporates changes relating to the
landscaping and noise mitigation.
Representatives from Eiffage
Kier will be available in The Lee
Parish Hall on Tuesday 2nd July 2019
between 6:00 pm and 7:30 pm
should you like to find out more

I

information. They will also be at
Wendover Library on Thursday 4 th
July between 4:00 pm and 7:00 pm.

Lee Common
School
By James Edwards,
Head Teacher
n the 20th March 2019 Lee
Common CE School and
Larks Nursery had a visit
from SIAMS (Statutory Inspection
of Anglican and Methodist Schools).
We were delighted with the results
of our SIAMS report that graded
the school and Nursery as
‘excellent’, the new top grade. Some
of the highlights from the report are
printed below.
“Leaders
have
skilfully
established an inspirational Christian
vision at Lee Common which
permeates through relationships and
the learning culture.”
“Pupils and staff thrive within the
highly
inclusive
and
pastoral
community, using the strongly held
values to influence their discipleship
towards each other.”
“Rates of progress for all groups
are exceptional, with pupils benefiting
from a rich and diverse curriculum,
where they are creatively inspired
and challenged by a dedicated
teaching team.”
I would like to take this
opportunity to thank pupils, staff,
governors,
parents
and
all
community members who support
the school in helping us secure this
great achievement.
The full report is available on our
website www.leecommon.org.

O
Working with your Parish
Council, we will also be arranging
further engagement activities for the
Small Dean Viaduct and the Green
Tunnel and our general approach to
HS2
construction
activities.
Notification for these will be
published through your local
newsletter
and
social
media
platforms and the HS2 commonplace
website in the coming months.
To help you keep informed, you
can subscribe to news updates for
HS2 in Bucks by going to https://
hs2inbucksandoxfordshire.commonp
lace.is/ and completing your email
address.

Mervyn’s
Carpet & Upholstery
Cleaning Services
Independent carpet cleaning
specialist with over 30 years
experience.
CARPETS. UPHOLSTERY.
RUGS. HARD FLOOR.
CARPET PROTECTION.
FULLY INSURED.
Friendly and reliable service.
Most work by recommendation.
Environmentally friendly
cleaning materials.
For a no obligation quote ’phone
01525 371724 or 07975 847027
Email: mersu@btinternet.com
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The Plaistowes
in The Lee
Tony Rigby, a former resident of Field
End Lane, now living in Sussex,
happened to be talking to a friend
about The Lee and what a wonderful
place it was, only to discover that the
person he was talking to was
descended from the Plaistowe family
who, prior to Arthur Liberty’s arrival
in The Lee, had been Lords of the
Manor for over 250 years!
Through Tony’s connection with
Brian Plaistowe we have now been
able to update the Plaistowe story,
which first appeared in the Newsletter
in March 2011.*

obtained the freehold to the manor after
the Civil War, during which many of
the Russell estates were sequestered.
Whatever the exact reason, the mid17th century saw a shift in control at Lee
(as it was then called) from the absent
Bedfords to the Plaistowe family, where
it would remain for 250 years.

The Plaistowe dynasty

I

n 1635, the then Earl of Bedford,
who owned the Lee estate, leased it
to a local man, William Plaistowe
of Amersham, for 99 years. The exact
circumstances of this transfer are
obscured in history. Possibly the estate
was leased at that time to pay off debts.
Later, the land may also have been
sequestrated as a consequence of the
Bedfords being involved on the wrong
side of the English Civil War. It is
assumed that the Plaistowes only

Mike Lake
Friendly & Local

Painter & Decorator
For that professional touch
Interior & Exterior
Also Property Maintenance
For a free quotation please call:
01494 866873 / 07723 017005
mikelake42@talktalk.net

The Plaistowe arms:
Gules a lion argent between two bends or

By 1665 William Plaistowe had
been succeeded by his son Thomas,
whose monument is in The Lee Old
Church. By the time he died, in 1715 at
the age of eighty-seven, the family was
well established in Lee. Thomas was in
turn succeeded by his youngest son
William and he in turn was succeeded
by his son (also Thomas), who died in
1785, leaving an only daughter and
heiress Elizabeth.
She is said to have advertised for a
husband, and by this means married an
Irish drummer named Henry Deering.
Elizabeth died in 1812 and her husband
held the manor at Lee for many years
after her death.
During the 18th and 19th centuries
the Plaistowe family cleared great areas
of woodland on the manor estate and
established farming in the village.

In 1798 the ‘Posse Comitatus’ listed
34 men between the ages of 16 and 60
in the village. The government census
of 1801, recorded 150 people living in
30 houses in Lee. By the mid-1800s,
the population of the village had risen
to nearly two hundred.

The end of an era…
Later in the 19th century, following
Henry Deering’s death, the estate
reverted again to the Plaistowe family,
when John Plaistowe (1818 to 1895)
became an ‘absent’ lord of the manor.
He lived at Wycombe Marsh, where
several members of his family owned
paper mills. [John is Brian’s grandfather’s grand-father.]
In the second half of the 19th
century, as mechanisation became more
widespread in farming, there was a
population movement from the country
into nearby towns and cities. This
population movement affected Lee – by
now a small parish in its own right and
once again with an absent landlord –
and the population fell back again to
less than 120. [It is worth noting here
that the parish at this time was much
smaller than it is today.]
It wasn’t until the very end of the
19th century that the population of TheLee (as it was now beginning to be
known) started to rise again. This
coincided with the arrival in the village
of Arthur Liberty. He moved into the
Manor House at The Lee in 1890,
initially renting it from the absent
Plaistowe family, and in 1898 he
bought the manor estate from them.
But that, as they say, is another
story!
* A brief History of The Lee is still
available at the Shop for £5.00

Great Missenden
Supported Living
A warm, friendly, house for the
elderly, in the picturesque centre of
the village.
Come and take a look to see for
yourself and have a chat with
Carol Lauder-Ross (Manager)
Tel: 01494 865026
or email for a brochure
info@abbeyfieldgreatmissenden.co.uk
Find out more on our website
www.abbeyﬁeld.com

KINGSHILL
CARS FOR ALL OCCASIONS

CHILTERNS
AIRPORTS
LONDON
01494 868699
Email: bookings@kingshillcars.co.uk
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Batter chatter
By Claire Wise
his is just a reminder that the
Tea Tent at the Lee Flower
Show is always popular with
visitors to the Show and its appeal is
largely due to the delicious cakes that
have been baked by our volunteers.
What are we hoping for on the
morning of Saturday 20th July?
• cakes, cup cakes, tray bakes all
made with tender-loving care
• cakes which look tidy, and
perhaps decorated and iced to
raise them to a slightly higher
level (not obligatory, but why not
have a go?)
• cakes that slice easily
• scones, especially if they are plain
and measure 2’’ in diameter
• gluten free/dairy free options
• all cakes to be delivered to the
cricket pavilion between 10:00 am
and 12 noon
• all cakes to be clearly marked if
they have already been frozen
• all cakes to be labelled eg. lemon
drizzle, coffee and walnut etc.
• all bakes to be transferred from
your plates to ours, so that we do
not loose anyone’s special
crockery!
We are extremely grateful to all
who put their aprons on and start
baking for us, and also to those of you
who offer to come forward to help us
serve delicious teas on 20th July.
So Happy Baking and we look
forward to seeing your creations on
Saturday 20th July - and if you could
lend us an hour of your time on the day,
please drop
Kelly an email at
kelly.stone3@btinternet.com.

T

Horatio’s
garden
By Judy Hart
oratio Chappell was killed by
a polar bear on an expedition
with the British Schools
Exploring Society in 2011. He had
wanted to be a doctor and had been
volunteering at the spinal unit in
Salisbury. He realised how much these
long term patients would benefit from
having a garden that they could access,
so he had already started fundraising.
His mother decided to carry on the
work in his name after his death.
There are now three gardens, and
more due to open. The garden at Stoke
Mandeville opened in September
2018. It is opening for the NGS
(National Garden Scheme) on 8th
September this year.
Horatio's Garden at the National
Spinal
Injury
Centre,
Stoke
Mandeville Hospital is designed by
Joe Swift. The fully accessible garden
for patients with spinal injuries has
been part funded by the NGS. The
beautiful space is cleverly designed to
bring the sights, sounds and scents of
nature into the heart of the NHS.
Everything is high quality and
carefully designed to bring benefit to
patients who spend months in hospital
after a spinal injury.
The garden features an incredible
garden room designed by architect
Andrew Wells. Meet the Head
Gardener and volunteer team and taste
the delicious tea and home-made cake!
It is open from 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm
on 8th September and is £5 to enter.
Please come and support two
amazing charities.

H

Open Garden for Scannappeal
(complete with rainspots on some photographs)
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The Lee Church Fête
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Services for
July and
August

Lee Common Methodist
July

St John the Baptist
HC
PC
AA

Holy Communion (said)
Parish Communion (sung)
All age service

July
HC

AA

Revd Alan
Davis; Old
Church.
Joint service at

Joint service with

Our Coffee Mornings continue on
Saturday 6th July and 3rd August at
10:30 am to 12 noon. All welcome.

St. Mary’s, Ballinger
July
7th

9:30am

Contacts:

No service.

Holy
Communion
followed by
refreshments.
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Green for
Trinity
By Revd Peggy Sear
ne of the most wonderful
things as a grandparent, is to
show my grandchildren how
to sow seeds, plant bulbs, vegetables
and flowers, and see how they grow.
Their inquisitive minds make them ask
lots of questions about all sorts of
things. One question was, “If you bury
a bulb so deep in the ground, how does
it know when to come up and flower?”
A very good question I thought for an
eight-year-old.
Just a few weeks ago, this young
grandson of ours lost his other
grandad, so together we planted some
daffodil bulbs in a pot to take home.
We explained how these bulbs grew
last year, then died and dried up. Then
we potted them into a special pot,
ready to grow again, but he thought,
how could they? He will forget all
about them for the summer and then, in
surprise, when the bulbs start poking
their heads through the soil, he will
remember not only those bulbs we
buried, but it will remind him of his
grandad and how much he loved him
and played with him. As the years
grow, his memories will too. Perhaps
he will also see how creation continues
and recycles from year to year. I hope
that he will also see God’s love in this
recycling, never ending and always
with us. An unconditional love for him
and for all of us.
As we go through the seasons of
the church, we change the colours of
the hangings and Altar cloths to signify
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an occasion or theme. Green is for
Trinity. Green represents the Earth, the
creation, the growing season for us and
the abundance of produce. For cattle to
graze and for us to prepare for
wintertime. As we go through the next
two months, we’ll enjoy the
summertime (hopefully!) and restore
our energy in a restful time.
Meanwhile, as I continue to help
out in this community, I welcome the
help of Revd Dan Beesley, who will be
seen in the village, the school and the
church during the next few months. He
is helping while David continues to get
back to good health.

St Mary’s
Ballinger
By Anne Ellis
t was such a pleasure to welcome
Brian, Barbara and Derek Wilson
to Holy Communion, led by
Rosie and Tricia, in May. Brian and
Barbara, who now live on the Isle of
White having previously lived in
South Heath and Great Missenden,
have always taken a particular interest
in St. Mary’s and it proved a
wonderfully happy occasion with old
friendships renewed and new ones
forged, in fact a real meander down
memory lane. Brian subsequently
posted me some fascinating archive
material which will be on display in
the church in June.
The following Sunday, St. Mary’s
celebrated its annual Patronal Festival
by hosting the 6pm Parish Evensong.
Both choir and congregation were in
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tremendous form and it was a delight
to hear such joyous harmonies. Wine
and nibbles rounded off a splendid
celebration.
With the good weather a bonus,
we continue to make steady progress
and Jeremy has now installed and
painted a new vestry door to replace
the old one which was totally rotten at
the bottom.
Equipment donated for the shed
has included shelving, storage boxes,
door mats and various garden tools so
that we are now practically selfsufficient. Brian and Barbara Wilson
have generously supplemented our
funds and with some of the money we
have bought a much needed gazebo
for the garden.

T’art pour l’art
By Chrissi Ratcliffe
e are looking at another
display of fabulous work in
the Art Tent at The Lee
Flower Show again this year.
We have some wonderfully talented
Artists and Crafters already booked in,
with lots of beautiful colourful fused
glass, pottery, jewellery, paintings,
photographs,
cards,
cushions,
woodwork and lots more.
There will be lots to look at and lots
to buy. Many of the stall holders have
many items that would make great gifts
and presents.
We still have a small amount of
space available, so if you would like to
come along and display/sell your arts
and crafts please contact Chrissi
Ratcliffe 837452 or Pat Chinnery
837564. Thank you.
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SHORT-TERM
RENTALS
From £295 per week (all inclusive)

Self-catering holiday
or temporary accommodaon
at Lee Common
Moving house?
Completion dates don’t coincide?
House sale falls through?
Builders outstaying their welcome?

Expecng Visitors?
Need extra accommodaon?
Self-contained Period Property:
sleeps four guests

Tel: 01494 837798
e-mail: lowerbassibones@yahoo.co.uk
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Cromar
Carpets Ltd
CARPETS, VINYL AND
WOOD FLOORING
SUPPLIED AND FITTED

9-11 STATION APPROACH
GREAT MISSENDEN
01494 862125
TIM SIMMONS IS

THE VERMINATOR
Pest control services

ALL
INSECTS
FOXES
RABBITS
AND ANTS

WASPS
GLIS-GLIS
SQUIRREL
RATS MICE
MOLES

FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE
LOW PRICES - HIGH QUALITY

07734649305
WE WILL ALSO PROOF YOUR
HOUSE/PREMISES TO STOP THEM
COMING BACK

The Nursing
Chronicles
By Zoe Berkeley

Part 2

T

he weeks seem to fly by and
I’m getting closer to the end of
my training as a nurse, which
feels both wonderful but also scary.
Once I’m a real nurse in the big bad
world I would no longer be able to say
“I’m just a student” when I’m not sure
about something. However, I was
reminded by a clinical nurse specialist
at the hospital recently, who heard me
say that on the first day of a new
placement when I felt clueless and
overwhelmed in a new environment. A
stranger to me, she touched my arm
and looked me straight in the eye and
said. “Don’t ever say ‘I’m just a
student’, please don’t say that – you,
my dear are the future of nursing,
don’t ever downplay that.” And that is
exactly what I need to remember and it
is one of the things that spurs me on to
complete and become the best nurse I
can be.
Sadly, it’s rare that I meet nurses
in my hospital experiences who
are encouraging of nursing, mostly
they try to put me off and I hear a lot
of negativity. I have a strong
determination not to let that influence
me because whilst nursing is
incredibly hard, demanding and
draining, I genuinely feel honoured to
be a nurse and despite how hard I’ve
worked to become one, if I get to the
point where I become jaded, I would
honestly do something else. It’s not a

job you can succeed in if you don’t
have the love and the passion for it.
I passed my exams which I sat
earlier in the year and have just
handed in my dissertation. Completing
that whilst working in the hospital on
placement for 40 hours a week was
one of my life’s biggest challenges;
making time and staying focused was
hard so I’m relieved to just be able to
focus on my clinical hours required for
my registration for now. Being ‘the
future of nursing’ will continue to be
my driving force.

Sing out sisters
By Jeannette Batten
ancy yourself as a singer then
come and join the Vocal Lees,
village choir.
We are an all-girls group of
varying ages dedicated to fun, laughter
and exercising our vocal cords singing
a wide variety of music.
We practice on Monday evenings
between 5:00 pm and 6:30 pm in Lee
Common, so please contact Jeannette
Batten on 837450 or Pat Chinnery on
837564 for more information.

F

Bridge too far?
At our table the bidding
progressed:
N
E
S
W
2 ♥ Dbl
2♠
3♠
4♠
North led the 9♦ and 12 tricks were
made by E-W.
Did you get to slam?

J Brown Funeral Services
67 Woodside Road, Amersham, HP6 6AA
01494 727474 (24 hours)
A truly independent family funeral directors
Bespoke and traditional services
Private chapels of rest
Pre-paid funeral plans
Off street client parking
Home visits

Contact Jason Brown on: 01494 727474
jason@jbrownfuneralservices.co.uk

Recommended by
The Good Funeral Guide
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Trek the
Freedom Trail
in aid of local
hospice care
By Rose Child,
Communications
Officer, Rennie Grove

A

stunning
four-day
trek
through the rugged Pyrenees
and along the beautiful Costa
Brava coastline awaits experienced
walkers looking for the trip of
a lifetime.
Rennie Grove Hospice Care is
offering you the rare opportunity to
follow in the footsteps of wartime
escapees who fled Nazi-occupied
France to Spain, by following a
challenging route known as The
Freedom Trail.
Rennie Grove’s Trek the Freedom
Trail takes place from 12th to 17th June
2020, and promises a chance to –
literally – step back in history in breath
-taking and varied landscapes. This
inspirational trek is home to stories of
great bravery and hardship endured by
Second World War airmen who
crashed or were shot down over
Europe, and hundreds of Jews and
refugees desperate to flee to freedom.
By taking on the challenge you
will help support the work of Rennie
Grove Hospice Care, the local charity
that provides specialist care and
support for adults and children with a
life-limiting illness and is there for
their families too.

Pilates
@HOME

‘FLEXIBLE TO THE CORE’

“Trekking the Freedom Trail on
behalf of Rennie Grove will be a
unique and unforgettable experience,”
said Claire Redrup, Community
Fundraising Manager at Rennie Grove.
“The route is a treasure trove of
natural beauty, wildlife and history.
“Anyone who signs up to follow
the Trail on behalf of Rennie Grove
will make memories that stay with
them forever, while raising money for
a cause that will make a lasting
difference to many local families
coping with cancer and other life
changing conditions.”
A £335 registration fee is payable
to secure your place on the 2010 Trek.
You are then asked to fundraise at
least £2,500 for Rennie Grove Hospice
Care, with full support of the charity’s
fundraising team.
The cost includes flights from
London, transport, accommodation,
meals, local guides and support crew,
trekking
permits
and
24-hour
emergency support in all countries.
You must be aged 18 or above to
take part. It may be possible to join the
trip if you are 16 or 17, but you must
be accompanied by a parent or legal
guardian. There is no upper age limit.
To find out more, please contact
events@renniegrove.org or phone
01442 890222.

1 to 1 Pilates… in the comfort and
convenience of your own home

Mat Pilates for all abilities
Improves posture, flexibility,
core strength, muscle tone
and sports performance
Individuals [or small groups of up to 4]
Qualified Mat Pilates instructor for
Beginner, Intermediate and
Advanced Levels
“In ten sessions you will feel the difference,
in 20 you will see the difference and in 30
you will have a whole new body”
… Joseph Pilates
If you are interested or require further
information please contact:

Karen on 07790 081670

Email: info@karensabsolutepilates.co.uk
www.karensabsolutepilates.co.uk
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Attention all
walkers!
By the Parish Council, Lee Common
Scouts and St John the Baptist Church
o you enjoy walking? Are you
free
on
Saturday
7th
September? If so, then make
sure that you ‘Save-the-date’ for the
‘Beating of the Bounds’ – a community
walk around the parish boundary.
Beating the bounds was last carried
out in The Lee in 2011 to mark the
100th anniversary of the creation of the
parish in its modern form.
The reason we are planning another
‘Beating’ this year is two-fold:
• to mark the 50th anniversary of
the formation of the Lee
Common Scout Group,
• to recognise that (if HS2 goes
ahead) then this may be the last
opportunity (ever) to complete
this walk.

D

Ancient origins
Beating the bounds is an ancient
custom. It is thought that it may have
been originally derived from the
Roman ‘Terminalia’, a festival
celebrated in honour of Terminus,

the god of landmarks, to whom cakes
and wine were offered while sports
and dancing took place at the
boundaries. Similar practices, of pagan
origin, were also brought to England
by the Norsemen.
Beating the bounds also has a
religious aspect, dating from the 5th
Century, which is reflected in the
Rogation, where the clergy and the
congregation pray for the ensuing
harvest, and processions around the
parish traditionally took place.
The priest of the parish with the
churchwardens and other officials
headed a crowd of boys who, armed
with green boughs, beat the parish
boundary markers with them. The
object of taking boys along is
supposed to ensure that witnesses to
the boundaries should survive as long
as possible. Sometimes the boys were
themselves whipped or even violently
bumped on the boundary-stones to
make them remember (see picture).

Quasi-secular perambulation
The clerical side of the parish
bounds-beating was one of the
religious functions prohibited by
Elizabeth I in 1559; but it was then
ordered that the perambulation should
continue to be performed as a quasisecular function, so that evidence of
the boundaries of parishes etc. might
be preserved.
Knowledge of the limits of each
parish boundary was also a way of
preventing
encroachment
by
neighbours; sometimes boundary
markers would be moved, or lines
obscured, and a folk memory of the
true extent of the parish was necessary
to maintain integrity of borders by

embedding knowledge in oral
traditions. A group of old and young
members of the community would
walk the boundaries of the parish to
share the knowledge of where they
lay, and to pray for protection and
blessings for the lands.
Traditionally in England, a feast
was also held after the perambulation,
which assured its popularity. In Henry
VIII's reign the occasion had become
an excuse for so much revelry that it
attracted the condemnation of a
preacher who declared, “These
solemne
and
accustomable
processions and supplications be nowe
growen into a right foule and
detestable abuse.”
We can’t promise that on 7th
September… but it will be fun!
Full details will appear in the
September Newsletter and on the
Forum, meanwhile make sure you
keep the date free.
Note: the full boundary walk is
about 12.5 miles, but there will be
options on the day to walk shorter
stretches of 3 or 4 miles.

Shop at The Lee

For all your daily needs
A community shop, ﬁnanced and
run by the village; the shop lies at
the heart of the parish.
Opening hours:
Mondays to Fridays: 7.00 a.m. unl 5.30 p.m.
Saturdays: 7.00 a.m. unl 1.00 p.m.
Sundays: 7.00 a.m. unl 12.00 noon

Ironing service

Reliable, ﬂexible ironing service
is available.
On your premises or collect and
deliver.
Compeve rates.
References on request.
Some light housekeeping may
also be considered.

If interested please phone:
01494 - 816115
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Thursday 25 . The Arts Society
Ballinger. ‘Fakes and For tunes (or
have I discovered a Constable in my
attic?): Sarah Cove.
The fastest way to let everyone in the
Parish know about an event you are
arranging is to publish it right here in
the Newsletter. Contact the editor by
the 12th of the previous month (see
contact details on page 1).

July
Tuesday 2nd. HS2 Viaduct Design
Event. Parish Hall. See page 8.
Tuesday 2nd. The Lee Parish Council
Meeting. Parish Hall 7:30 pm. [Note
change of date.]
Thursday 4th. The Lee Walking
Group. Meet on the Gr een at 9:30
am.
Friday 5th. LCSA Coffee Morning.
At the Methodist Church. From 9:00
am. All welcome.
Saturday 6th. Coffee Morning at the
Methodist Church. 10:30 am to 12
noon.
Tuesday 9th. Ballinger Evening WI.
Bagels and Bacon: Jeff Rozelaar.
Sunday 14th. Cycling event through
The Lee. See page 5.
Saturday 20th. The Lee Flower Show
and Dance. See page 4.

THE LEEWAY – YOUR
VILLAGE SUPPORT TEAM
If you have difficulty getting to your
doctor or the hospital, doing your
shopping or would like a home visit and
a friendly chat, then please ring:

07845 029500
Mon - Fri: 10 am - 4 pm. Sat: 10 am 12 noon. Please give us reasonable notice
of your requirement to help us organise it.

Coming soon
Thursday 1st August. The Lee Walking
Group. Meet at the Shop at 9:30 am.
Friday 2nd August. Open garden in
aid of Air Ambulance at The
Laurels, Marriotts Ave, South Heath.
Entrance £5 per person which includes
coffee/tea and cake.
Saturday 3rd August. Coffee Morning.
Methodist Church 10:30 am to 12 noon.
Saturday 7th September. Beating the
Bounds: a walk around the parish.
See page 24.
Sunday 8th September. Horatio’s
Garden. See page 12.
Tuesday 10th September. Ballinger
Evening WI. ‘The Disappear ance of
Major Glenn Miller’: Tony Eaton.
Tuesday 8th October. Ballinger
Evening WI. ‘Rags to Riches to
giving it all away: Andrew Carnegie’:
Jeremy Holmes.
Tuesday 5th November. Bonfire night!
Save the date!

Directory of
local contacts
Ballinger Horticultural Society
Chairperson: Brenda Gover
info@ballingerhorti.co.uk
Ballinger War Memorial Hall
Bookings: Jane Ogden, 837379
Ballinger Evening W.I.
Contact: Frankie Little, 837659
frankie.little@btinternet.com

Lee Common C of E School
School office, 837267
office@leecommon.bucks.sch.uk
Lee Common Methodist Church
Marian Tomkins, 837479
Lee Common Scouts
Scout Leader Thomas Brockett:
837294 or brockett8@hotmail.com
Shop at The Lee
Symeon Economou, 837195
theleeshop@yahoo.co.uk
St John the Baptist Church
See page 17.
St Mary’s Ballinger
Contact: Anne Ellis, 837247
anne.ellis1004@gmail.com
Tennis Court @ Parish Hall
Bookings: Judy Morgan 837787
The Arts Society Ballinger
Chair, Lesley Wickham, 865480
ballinger@theartssociety.org
The Lee Cricket Club
www.theleecc.org.uk
Secretary, Mike Harris
07788 345555
The Lee Flower Show
Chairman,
Jonathan
Batten,
837450
The Lee Newsletter
theleenewsletter@googlemail.com
The Lee Old Church Trust
Secretary: Pam Garner 837501
The Lee Parish Council
Clerk: Hayley Farrelly, 837068
theleeparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk
www.thelee-pc.org.uk
Allotments: Alison Weir, 837529
The Lee Parish Hall Committee
Bookings: Anne Barnett, 837796
Chairman: Tony Lea, 837237
The Leeway
Contact: 07845 029500
Vocal Lees (ladies village choir )
Jeannette Batten, 837450

The Newsletter

T

he Lee Newsletter is published 10
times a year and distributed free to
all households in the parish… and
a little beyond. The views expressed in it
are not necessarily those of the Editor.
We welcome letters and articles of
interest and relevance to The Lee.
Copy should be sent to the Editor of
the month (see page 1) by the 12th of
the month before publication.
Letters should ideally run to no more
than 200 words and articles to no more
than 700 words; material may be edited
and may appear on the village website
www.thelee.org.uk unless consent is
specifically withheld. Anonymous
contributions are not accepted.
To advertise or place an insert,
please contact Paul Apicella on 837377
by the 12th of the previous month.
If you have photographs for
publication please contact Jonathan
Batten
on
837450
or
email
battenjonathan@hotmail.com.
For queries regarding distribution
contact Barnaby Usborne on 837382.
Other members of the Editorial
team: Peter Archer, Zoe Berkeley,
Ruth Fowler, Phil Harrison, Liz
Macann, Jen Ogley, Adam Speller and
Colin Sully.
Printed by Strongs: 01442 878592.

To book the Parish Hall
or Scout Hut
’phone Anne Barnett on 837796
9 am - 1 pm
6 pm 2 pm - 6 pm
midnight
Mon - Fri
£30 or £10/hr £45 or £10/hr
Sat/Sun
£12/hr
£70
Bank Holiday £12/hr
£70
Car park only
£10
Crockery/cutlery £15 (hire outside the hall)

Rates

